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Deadly Strain Of Malaria On The 

Rise In Parts Of South America 

Zika may be the top contender in the public’s 
mind as the world’s biggest mosquito-borne 
disease threat, but some health workers in 
South America are seeing a worrying new 
counter-punch from malaria. Malaria is already 
endemic in Colombia, with 60 percent of the 
population living in areas at risk for the disease. 
But Doctors Without Borders (MSF) has 
recently detected an unusual rise in a 
particularly deadly strain of malaria in the 
South American nation, and there is reason to 
believe the trend also exists in other countries 
in the region. 

Read More on Humanosphere 

       PLANETARY  
HEALTH WEEKLY 

The Challenge of Cutting Coal Dependence 
The German government proposed a steep levy last year on the most heavily 
polluting generators. The tax was intended to deliver a decisive blow against 
lignite or brown coal, the dirtiest fuel around and Germany’s main source of 
electricity. Germany views itself as a leader in the push against climate change. 
It is probably the world’s most enthusiastic investor in renewable energy, 
mainly wind and sun. But the resistance in the greenest of green countries 
underscores a more substantial challenge to the international effort to 
drastically reduce fossil fuels in the world’s energy supply: workers and 
retirees, local economies and communities still depend on the fuels the rest of 
us hope to let go of to preserve the planet for our children and our children’s 
children. 

Read More on The New York Times 

http://www.msf.org/en/article/20160815-colombia-malaria-caused-falciparum-parasite-spreading-throughout-country
http://www.humanosphere.org/global-health/2016/08/deadly-strain-malaria-rise-parts-south-america/
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/news/science/topics/globalwarming/index.html?inline=nyt-classifier
http://mobile.nytimes.com/2016/08/31/business/economy/the-challenge-of-cutting-coal-dependence.html?emc=edit_th_20160831&amp;nl=todaysheadlines&amp;nlid=64737171&amp;_r=0&amp;referer=
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Anne Frank Today Is A Syrian Girl 

President Obama vowed to admit 10,000 Syrian refugees, a tiny number, 

just one-fifth of 1 percent of the total, and Hillary Clinton suggested 

taking more. Donald Trump has repeatedly excoriated them for a 

willingness to welcome Syrians and has called for barring Muslims. Fears 

of terrorism have left Muslim refugees toxic in the West, and almost no 

one wants them any more than anyone wanted a German-Dutch teenager 

named Anne. The reasons for the opposition then were the same as they 

are for rejecting Syrians or Hondurans today: We can’t afford it, we 

should look after Americans first, we can’t accept everybody, they’ll take 

American jobs, they’re dangerous and different. 
 

Read More on The New York Times  

Sierra Leone Urged To Ban FGM After Death Of 
Teenage Girl 
Fatmata Turay, 19, died after undergoing Female Genital Mutilation 
(FGM) as part of her initiation rites for entry to the Bondo, a powerful 
society that carries out the practice and wields significant political 
clout. Three members of the Bondo society and a nurse have been 
arrested. Sierra Leone has the one of the highest rates of FGM in the 
world, with nine in 10 women and adolescent girls cut, according to 
the data from the United Nations children’s agency UNICEF. Right 
groups which campaign against FGM, including FORWARD and 
Equality Now, urged Sierra Leone to carry out a thorough investigation 
into Turay’s death, and ban the practice.  
Read More on Reuters  

High-Need, High Cost Patients: Who Are 
They and How Do They Use Health Care? 
Health systems, payers and providers are increasingly focused on 
finding better ways to deliver care for high cost patients; those who 
account for high proportion of health care spending as a strategy to 
improve patient outcomes and reduce health care spending. This 
brief examines health care spending and use of services among 
adults with high needs, defined as people who have three or more 
chronic diseases and a functional limitation in their ability to care for 
themselves or perform routine daily asks.  
Read More on The Commonwealth Fund  

See Also: Health System Performance For the High-Need 

Patient: A Look At Access To Care and Patient Care 

Experiences 

http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/people/o/barack_obama/index.html?inline=nyt-per
http://www.cbsnews.com/news/hillary-clinton-u-s-should-take-65000-syrian-refugees/
http://www.nytimes.com/2016/08/25/opinion/anne-frank-today-is-a-syrian-girl.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2016/08/25/opinion/anne-frank-today-is-a-syrian-girl.html
http://af.reuters.com/article/liberiaNews/idAFL8N1AZ2AB
http://www.commonwealthfund.org/publications/issue-briefs/2016/aug/high-need-high-cost-patients-meps1
http://www.commonwealthfund.org/publications/issue-briefs/2016/aug/high-need-high-cost-patients-meps2
http://www.commonwealthfund.org/publications/issue-briefs/2016/aug/high-need-high-cost-patients-meps2
http://www.commonwealthfund.org/publications/issue-briefs/2016/aug/high-need-high-cost-patients-meps2
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University of Michigan Team Wins  

2016 Solar Car Race 
Every year, dozens of solar-powered race cars compete in events around the 

world held for college students. In the U.S., a team of students from the 

University of Michigan beat 23 others to win one such event. The students' 

bright yellow solar car won the 2016 American Solar Challenge and its 

qualifying race, the Formula Sun Grand Prix. The car is powered by a 1.5-

kilowatt solar array, with a 5-kilowatt-hour lithium-ion battery pack onboard to 

store electricity when sufficient sunlight is not available. The University of 

Michigan car not only won the race, but also posted the fastest lap time at 1:41. 

The American Solar Challenge that followed the Formula Sun Grand Prix 

emphasized endurance over outright speed.  

Read More on Green Car Reports  

July 2016 Was Earth’s Hottest Month 

In Recorded History, Says NASA 

Even after the fading of a strong El Nino, July 2016 burst global temperature 
records, according to the latest data from NASA. It was 0.84C warmer than 
the 1950-1980, global average, and about 0.18C warmer than the previous 
records of July 2011 and July 2015, which were so close they were said to be 
in a tie for the hottest month on record. The temperatures are due to  
human-caused climate change from the burning of fossil fuels, with a boost 
from the now-gone El Nino, scientists say. Scientists blame mostly man-made 
climate change from the burning of fossil fuel with an extra jump from, what 
is now gone, El Nino, which every few years is a natural warming of parts of 
the Pacific Ocean that changes weather worldwide.  

Read More on The Telegraph 

September 08, 2016 

SHORT VIDEO: An Introduction To Carbon Pricing 

While greenhouse gases like carbon dioxide play an important role in regulating 
the Earth’s climate system, excessively high concentrations of atmospheric carbon, 
what is called “carbon pollution”, have dangerous consequences. To put it another 
way, carbon pollution is the number one contributor to climate change. Scientists 
have linked carbon pollution with rising global temperatures, stronger and longer 
droughts, shifts in rain and snow patterns, more destructive and frequent storms, 
shrinking land and sea ice, increased ocean acidity, warmer oceans and rising sea 
levels. Public costs of burning fossil fuels are enormous, but the market prices of 
carbon-intensive products and services don’t reflect that reality. Government sub-
sidies for the fossil fuel industry and lack of accountability for carbon pollution 
allow market prices for these products to stay artificially low, effectively telling 
polluters that they are free to use the atmosphere like an open sewer, emitting un-
limited carbon pollution without any consequences. 

Watch and Read More on The Climate Reality Project  

http://af.reuters.com/article/liberiaNews/idAFL8N1AZ2AB
http://www.greencarreports.com/news/1105664_university-of-michigan-team-wins-2016-solar-car-race
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/science/2016/08/16/july-2016-was-earths-hottest-month-in-recorded-history-says-nasa/?utm_source=Daily+Carbon+Briefing&utm_campaign=39b5fae811-cb_daily&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_876aab4fd7-39b5fae811-303473869
https://www.climaterealityproject.org/blog/video-introduction-carbon-pricing-8
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Top Investors Urged G20 Nations to Ratify Paris 
Agreement This Year 
Investors managing more than $13 trillion of assets urged leaders of the Group 
of 20 to ratify a global climate deal by the end of 2016 and to step up efforts to 
shift from fossil fuels. A total of 130 investors, grouped in six coalitions, wrote a 
letter to G20 leaders and also called on them to double global investment in 
clean energy, develop carbon pricing and phase out fossil fuel subsidies. The 
United Nations says that 23 small nations representing only 1.1 percent of 
global emissions had completed the formalities before China and US did so this 
week. The deal requires at least 55 nations representing 55 percent of global 
emissions to become law. The investors said that countries ratifying the Paris 
Agreement quickly would be "better able to attract investment in low and zero 
carbon energy solutions.” 
Read More on Business Green 

SPOTLIGHT ON INDIGENOUS HEALTH: 
The Impact Of A Health Professions and Public Health Educational 
Intervention On Native American Students At A Tribal College in North 
Dakota 
The American Indian/Alaska Native (AIAN) population of the United States 
experiences greater health disparities than nearly all other US ethnic groups, 
including a higher prevalence of obesity, mental illness and substance abuse. It has 
been theorized that racial concordance between patients and providers leads to 
better health outcomes. Therefore, one factor that may contribute to the disparity 
in disease prevalence among AIAN people is the disproportionately low number of 
AIAN health professionals. Leaders from a tribal college in North Dakota 
collaborated with medical professionals from Icahn School of Medicine at Mount 
Sinai and the North Dakota State University School of Nursing to develop a college 
course to encourage more AIAN Students to pursue careers in healthcare. The aim 
of this study was to impact all students and provoke change.  

Read More on Annals of Global Health  

Poverty, Drought and Felled Trees  

Imperil Malawi’s Water Supply 
For years, wood charcoal burners had been destroying this forest, the 
catchment basin for the Lilongwe River, the source of the capital’s water. 
Fewer trees mean the ground is less able to absorb water in the rainy season 
and gradually surrender it the rest of the year. With the El Nin o drought having 
spread across Malawi and the rest of southern Africa, the capital was under 
imminent threat. Few places on the continent have been hit as hard by human-
led environmental degradation and climate change as Malawi. The effects of 
climate change, including shorter rainy seasons and the worst drought in 
decades, have pushed people into cities looking for jobs or into activities like 
charcoal burning. These changes have caused water shortages and power 
blackouts that have merely heightened the demand for ever more trees from 
the forest. 
Read More on The New York Times 

http://www.businessgreen.com/bg/news/2468735/top-investors-urge-g20-nations-to-ratify-paris-agreement-this-year?utm_medium=email&amp;utm_campaign=BG.Weekly_RL.EU.A.U&amp;utm_source=BG.DCM.Editors_Updates
http://www.latimes.com/business/technology/la-fi-tn-curiositystream-20150318-story.html?utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=earnedlatimes
http://www.annalsofglobalhealth.org/article/S2214-9996(16)30059-5/fulltext?elsca1=etoc&amp;amp;elsca2=email&amp;amp;elsca3=2214-9996_201605_82_3_&amp;amp;elsca4=Epidemiology%7CPublic%20Health%7CHealth%20Policy%7CBasic%20Medical%20Science%7CInternal%2FFamil
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/news/science/topics/globalwarming/index.html?inline=nyt-classifier
http://mobile.nytimes.com/2016/08/21/world/africa/poverty-drought-malawi-water-supply.html
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WEEKLYBULLETIN 

DATE CONFERENCE LOCATION REGISTER 

Oct. 

15-16 

Climate Change Adaptation 2016 

Fifth International Conference 

Toronto, 

Canada 
http://planetfriendly.net/calendar/ 

Oct. 

16-17 

6th Global Forum on Health 

Promotion 

Charlottetown, 

Canada  
https://parc.ophea.net/event/ 

Oct.  

17-20 

Habitat III: The United Nations 

Conference on Housing and  

Sustainable Urban Development 

Quito,  

Ecuador 
http://www.habitat3.org 

Oct.  

18-19 

Health Promotion Ontario Annual Con-

ference 

Ottawa,  

Canada 

http://www.phac-aspc.gc.ca/ph-sp/docs/charter

-chartre/pdf/charter.pdf 

Nov. 

9-11 

The Thirteenth AMNET  

International Conference on Chronic  

Diseases 

New Mexico, 

USA 
http://www.amnet.bcom.org/ 

Nov. 

14-18 

4th Global Symposium on Health Sys-

tems  

Research 

Vancouver  

Canada  
http://www.csih.org/en/events/ 

Nov. 

21-24 

9th Global Conference on Health Pro-

motion   

Shanghai 

China 
http://www.who.int/healthpromotion 

QUOTE OF THE WEEK 
 
“The future generations deserve clear water and clean air that will sustain their bodies and 
sustain their souls...It sure is not going to happen if we pretend a snowball in winter means 
nothing in wrong.” 

 

President Barack Obama speaking in Nevada, September 1, 2016 

https://instagram.com/planetaryhealthweekly/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Planetary-Health-Weekly/842076405858777?fref=ts
https://twitter.com/planetaryweekly
https://twitter.com/planetaryweekly
https://instagram.com/planetaryhealthweekly/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Planetary-Health-Weekly/842076405858777?fref=ts
https://fsm2016.org/en/sinformer/
http://www.csih.org/en/events/fourth-global-symposium-on-health-systems-research/
http://www.who.int/healthpromotion/conferences/9gchp/en/


 

PAGE | 6 Volume 2, Issue 36 

FYI 

Primary health care (PHC) is essential for improving population health in low and middle income countries (LMICs). 

Considerable health systems strengthening and implementation research challenges exist in decentralized, low-resource 

LMICS. Lessons learned through decentralizing LMIC health systems suggest the need for an effective context-specific 

conceptual framework to guide PHC strengthening. While not specific to decentralized, low resource settings, preexisting 

HSS frameworks may have relevance for future efforts to strengthen decentralized PHC systems in LMICs.  

Six existing frameworks significantly contribute to HSS in various contexts and may be adaptable for application to 

decentralized areas of LMICs. These frameworks are: WHO Health System Building Blocks; Starfield’s Primary Care 

Framework; Global Fund to Fight HIV; Tuberculosis; and Malaria’s Community Systems Strengthening, Results-Based 

Logic Model, USAID Five Smart Strategies, and Health Systems of 20/20. 

A PHC strengthening framework that incorporates all concepts relevant to decentralized areas of LMICs is needed. 

Future research should aim to build more complete understanding of community responsiveness and sustainability 

within the local context. Gaps in common language, implementation and delivery research, and funding are ongoing 

challenges in low-resource LMICs. Global health actors must disseminate lessons learned by relevant efforts and address 

these gaps to develop a framework to strengthen community-responsive PHC.  

 

 

 

Read More on Annals Of Global Health  

STRENGTHENING DECENTRALIZED PRIMARY HEALTH 
CARE IN LOW AND MIDDLE INCOME COUNTRIES:  

A NARRATIVE REVIEW OF FRAMEWORKS 

http://www.annalsofglobalhealth.org/article/S2214-9996(16)30625-7/fulltext?elsca1=etoc&amp;amp;elsca2=email&amp;amp;elsca3=2214-9996_201605_82_3_&amp;amp;elsca4=Epidemiology%7CPublic%20Health%7CHealth%20Policy%7CBasic%20Medical%20Science%7CInternal%2FFamil
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Two brothers risked everything for a better future thousands of miles from home. Their crushing story 
of failure reveals a continent’s broken immigration system. 

As Europe confronts its biggest wave of migration since World War II, there is a sense that the world’s dispossessed 
have suddenly uprooted themselves en masse to knock at the doors of developed nations. The images are 
ubiquitous: desperate Africans and Middle Easterners packed into sinking boats, risking everything to escape 
calamity and war. That picture has rightly jolted the world to attention. But it has also given a false sense that 
Europe is at the heart of the global migration crisis. 

Thousands of miles from the chaotic detention facilities of Lampedusa, Italy, and Calais, France there is another, 
much larger migration crisis that is taking place entirely within Africa. Like Mishamo and his brother Abraham, the 
vast majority of African migrants aren’t traveling to Europe but to another country on the continent. In 2000, the last 
year for which the World Bank’s Global Bilateral Migration Database has numbers, fully 75 percent of African 
migrants lived in another African country while only 16 percent lived in Europe. 

One of the most well-traveled migrant routes runs from the volatile Horn of Africa region to South Africa, by far the 
continent’s most developed economy, which has become a magnet for fortune-seekers from across Africa despite 
rising unemployment and xenophobia. Experts call it the “Southern Route,” and as many as 20,000 people take it 
each year, according to a 2009 study by the International Organization for Migration. Many are Ethiopians, risk-
takers like Mishamo and Abraham. Some hit it rich on the other end of the continent and return home to perpetuate 
the myth that South Africa is a Promised Land. 

Read More on Foreign Policy  

 

IN PURSUIT OF THE  

AFRICAN DREAM 

http://foreignpolicy.com/2016/08/19/in-pursuit-of-the-african-dream-ethiopia-south-africa-migration-crisis/


 

FYI 

Thanks to a combination of government incentives and public enthusiasm, electric cars make up a higher portion of new car 

sales in Norway than in any other country. As of May, there were more than 105,000 plug-in electric cars registered in the 

Scandinavian country of 5 million people. That makes Norway possibly the best place in the world to study the habits and 

preferences of electric-car owners. Some interesting insights were indeed gleaned by a recent survey of around 8,000 vehicle 

owners in Norway conducted by the country's Institute of Transport Economics (via Charged EVs). The survey included 

responses from 3,111 battery-electric car owners, 2,065 plug-in hybrid owners, and 3,080 owners of non-hybrid gasoline and 

diesel cars. One of the main findings was that there is significant overlap between some of these categories, with the majority of 

electric cars being part of two-car households. 

The survey also found that owners of all-electric cars and plug-in hybrids had different transportation needs, although both 

were at least somewhat motivated by economic and environmental considerations. In addition, electric-car owners value the 

incentives and perks, such as exemption from road tolls, that come with those vehicles, according to the survey. They also tend 

to be younger, have more children, and own more cars than owners of other vehicle types. 

Despite continuing concerns over range anxiety in most markets, the survey also showed that electric-car drivers actually 

travel slightly more per year than owners of plug-in hybrid, gasoline or diesel cars. When it comes time to buy a new car, it 

seems the majority of Norway's electric-car drivers are happy to stick with plug-ins. 
Read More on Green Cars Report      
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WHAT CAN WE LEARN FROM ELECTRIC-CAR  

OWNERS IN NORWAY  

(MORE THAN 100K OF THEM)? FYI 

https://www.toi.no/getfile.php?mmfileid=43161
https://chargedevs.com/newswire/insights-into-ev-ownership-from-norway/
http://www.greencarreports.com/news/1105694_what-can-we-learn-from-electric-car-owners-in-norway-more-than-100k-of-them
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In a rapidly ageing world, sub-Saharan Africa stands out for its youth. Harnessing the potential of the region’s children 

and adolescents through expanded opportunities for health and education, could unlock a demographic dividend. 

However, demography also creates risks for Africa, and for the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). 

Over the next 15 years, Africa will account for a fast-rising share of the world’s under-five population, adolescents, and 

new entrants to the work force. This has far-reaching implications for the age profile of global poverty. On current trends, 

we estimate that by 2030 one-in-five African children will be living below the $1.90 poverty threshold, and that these 

children could account for over 40% of world poverty. 

Child Poverty, Inequality and Demography examines the implications of demographic trends in Africa for the changing 

age profile of world poverty, and for the region's development prospects. Investing in opportunities for Africa’s children 

could yield major returns for economic growth and human development, it emphasizes that education is critical. It also 

highlights the expansion of reproductive health care, promotion of gender equity, measures to reduce early marriage, and 

cash transfers targeting child poverty as critical ingredients for change. African governments and the wider international 

community could be doing far more in these areas. 

With the right mix of policies in place, Africa could accelerate the pace of demographic transition, and reap a dividend 

from a rising generation of youth. There are valuable lessons to be drawn from other regions and some countries in Africa 

itself. But governments need to wake up to the demographic opportunity as a matter of urgency. 

 

Read More on ODI Annual Reports 
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CHILD POVERTY, INEQUALITY AND  

DEMOGRAPHY 

https://www.odi.org/publications/10520-child-poverty-inequality-and-demography


 

El Salvador, Honduras and Guatemala have agreed to cooperate on fighting criminal gangs and drug traffickers, said the 

presidents of Central America’s “Northern Triangle”. A joint task force, which will be deployed in September, will coordinate 

security operations to combat organized crime such as drug trafficking, illegal arms trafficking, trafficking in persons, extortion 

and kidnapping. According to El Diario de Hoy, this will include setting up a bi-national force along the border of Honduras and 

El Salvador border in the coming weeks, in order to stop the passage of gang members, contraband and human traffickers 

between the two countries. The pact also aims to coordinate security measures, share intelligence information and exchange 

arrested suspects in the most “expeditious way possible.” 

The Northern Triangle is one of the world’s most violent areas, with drug trafficking, gangs and other actors of organized crime 

fueling a high regional murder rate. In 2015, a total of 17,422 murders were committed across the Northern Triangle countries. 

The region is home to around 31 million people, but the violence has been causing a mass exodus of Central Americans trying 

to illegally enter the United States every year. 

In Honduras and El Salvador, the former and current murder capitals of the world, governments have been resorting to relying 
on the military to combat crime. This has been widely criticized by human rights groups, who fear such tactics are causing 
undue harm and providing little stability to the region. The security plan announced this week is a promising sign that the 
Northern Triangle countries are able to cooperate in the fight against domestic security threats. 

Read More on The Humanosphere  

FYI 
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FIGHTING VIOLENCE IN  

CENTRAL AMERICA 

http://uk.reuters.com/article/uk-centralamerica-violence-idUKKCN10Z02P
http://www.elsalvador.com/articulo/nacional/honduras-movilizara-tropas-frontera-otra-semana-122927
http://latino.foxnews.com/latino/news/2016/08/23/northern-triangle-nations-to-deploy-joint-anti-crime-force-in-september/
http://www.ticotimes.net/2016/01/05/central-americas-violent-northern-triangle-registers-17422-homicides-in-2015
http://www.insightcrime.org/news-briefs/honduras-security-agreement-with-israel-raises-human-rights-concerns
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2016/jul/08/american-funding-honduran-security-forces-blood-on-our-hands
http://www.humanosphere.org/world-politics/2016/08/el-salvador-honduras-guatemala-unite-fight-violence/


 

FYI 

Six Tips On How To Overcome First-Year Jitters: 

For many students, first year at university is a huge transition that can be accompanied by a lot of stress. They may find themselves feeling 
lost when adapting to a totally new environment (and sometimes even a new city or country). However, starting university doesn’t have to 
be a stressful event. It can actually serve as a perfect opportunity to set new goals, step out of one’s comfort zone and get ready for success.  
Joana London o, a learning strategist with Ted Rogers School of Management’s Academic Success Centre, offers these six tips to help students 
start university on the right foot: 

1. Arrive on time 

2. Attend Orientation Week/ Week of Welcome 

3. Get connected 

4. Develop healthy habits 

5. Get familiar with your campus 

6. Manage your finances  

Read More on Ryerson University  
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SUCCEEDING AT FIRST YEAR  

UNIVERSITY 

http://www.ryerson.ca/tedrogersschool/success/
http://www.ryerson.ca/tedrogersschool/media-releases/2016-08-22_firstyearsuccess.html
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