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PLANETARY 

HEALTH WEEKLY 
BRINGING YOU CURRENT NEWS ON  

GLOBAL HEALTH & ECOLOGICAL WELLNESS 

The Lesson of Nepal– By Gordon Brown 

 

 
The former UK Prime Minister and 
Chancellor of the Exchequer writes 
that disaster aid for education in 
such circumstances almost always 
flows far too slowly, because there is 
no central pool of funds available to 
be distributed when a crisis erupts. 
And for the children of Nepal, the         
consequences are doubly                
devastating. More than 1.7 million 
children require immediate aid. More 
than 16,000 schools have been      
damaged, including some 5,000 that 
were completely destroyed.  

See: http://www.project-syndicate.org/
commentary/nepal-earthquake-emergency-fund-
by-gordon-brown-2015-05#t582CECEDrfj7xt6.99 
 

See: http://www.washingtonpost.com/news/
morning-mix/wp/2015/05/04/horribly-bleak-study-
sees-empty-landscape-as-large-herbivores-
vanish-at-startling-rate/ 

 
They never ate anybody but now, 
some of Planet Earth's                
innocent vegetarians face end 
times. Large herbivores,                  
elephants, hippos, rhinos, gorillas 
among them, are vanishing from 
the globe at a startling rate, with 
some 60% threatened with         
extinction, a team of scientists   
reports. 
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Horribly Bleak Study:  
Large Herbivores Vanish At Startling Rate 
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The rapid evolution of HIV, which has allowed the virus to develop 
resistance to patients' natural immunity, is at the same time slowing 
the virus's ability to cause AIDS, according to new research. The 
study also indicates that people infected by HIV are likely to                 
progress to AIDS more slowly, in other words the virus becomes 
less 'virulent,’ because of widespread access to antiretroviral        
therapy (ART). 

 
See: http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2014/12/141201163237.htm?
utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Feed%
3A+sciencedaily%2Ftop_news%2Ftop_science+%28ScienceDaily%
3A+Top+Science+News%29 

 
Economics, the “dismal science,” is supposed to explain people’s 
behavior around money, labor and other factors of production. For 
these findings to be accurate, you would expect a mass exodus from 
microfinance, not only among donors, investors and practitioners, 
but first and foremost among customers. This is not happening. The 
global loan portfolio of institutions that identified themselves as       
microfinance in 2011 was just south of $80 billion. Today, with so 
many new entrants to microfinance telecommunications and          
remittance companies, among others this number is probably edging 
toward $100 billion. 
 
                 See: https://www.devex.com/news/the-evolving-microfinance-revolution-has-yet-to-run-its-full-course-86017 
  

Ability of HIV to Cause AIDS is Slowing  

The Evolving Microfinance Revolution Has Yet to Run Its Full Course  

Genomes of Malaria-Carrying Mosquitoes Sequenced 

Scientists have sequenced the genomes of 16 Anopheles mosquito 
species from around the world. Anopheles mosquitoes are 
responsible for transmitting human malaria parasites that cause an 
estimated 200 million cases and more than 600 thousand deaths 
each year. However, of the almost 500 different Anopheles species, 
only a few dozen can carry the parasite and only a handful of 
species are responsible for the vast majority of transmissions.   

See: http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2014/11/141127212323.htm?

utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+sciencedaily%2Ftop_news%2Ftop_science+%

28ScienceDaily%3A+Top+Science+News%29 
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A multidisciplinary engineering team developed a new                       
nanoparticle-based material for concentrating solar power plants      
designed to absorb and convert to heat more than 90 percent of the 
sunlight it captures. The new material can also withstand                     
temperatures greater than 700 degrees Celsius and survive many 
years outdoors in spite of exposure to air and humidity. 
By contrast, current solar absorber material functions at lower        
temperatures and needs to be overhauled almost every year for high 
temperature operations. 
 

 See: http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2014/10/141029095454.htm?
utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+sciencedaily%2Ftop_news%
2Ftop_science+%28ScienceDaily%3A+Top+Science+News%29 

World's Most Iconic Ecosystems: Many World Heritage Sites Risk Collapse  

New Solar Power Material Converts 90% of Captured Light Into Heat 

B.C., First Nations Reach Coastal Marine Pact to Protect Ocean Health 
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Without better local management, the world's most iconic ecosystems 
are at risk of collapse under climate change. Protecting places of global 
environmental importance such as the Great Barrier Reef and the            
Amazon rainforest from climate change will require reducing the other 
pressures they face, for example overfishing, fertilizer pollution and land 
clearing. 
 
       See: http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2015/03/150319143325.htm?
utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+sciencedaily%
2Ftop_news%2Ftop_science+%28ScienceDaily%3A+Top+Science+News%29 

 
First Nations from Vancouver Island to Haida Gwaii and along 
coastal British Columbia have signed a marine-use partnership 
with the provincial government that aims to act as a guide for                             
environmental, economic and stewardship issues along more than 
100,000 km of coastline. The plan maps out four regional marine 
areas along the coast, including Haida Gwaii, the North Coast, 
Central Coast and northern Vancouver Island. It sets out an         
eco-based management system that aims to ensure stewardship, 
environmental and economic decisions are reached by working 
together with minimal conflict.  

See:  http://www.canadianbusiness.com/business-news/b-c-first-nations-reach-coastal-marine-pact-to-protect-ocean-
health/ 
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Guinea and Sierra Leone each reported nine new cases in 
seven days, in sharp contrast to six months ago, when the 
government in Freetown was registering upwards of 500 
weekly infections and its neighbor was also going into triple 
figures.  It was the first time since June last year that the total 
weekly infections across both countries had dipped below 20. 
 
See:  http://news.yahoo.com/ebola-end-sight-weekly-infections-drop-single-
figures-192707428.html?mkt_tok=3RkMMJWWfF9wsRokvKzAc%2B%
2FhmjTEU5z16OorXae0iokz2EFye%
2BLIHETpodcMTcpjN7DYDBceEJhqyQJxPr3DJNUN0ddxRhbkDQ%3D%3D 

AND: http://www.nbcnews.com/storyline/ebola-virus-outbreak/liberia-free-ebola-says-world-health-organization-n356441 

 

Following in the footsteps of environmental and social impact     
statements, human rights due diligence reports have been around 
for a couple of decades. Since the 2011 release of the “U.N.            
Guiding Principles on Business and Human Rights,” the human 
rights impact assessment seems to be coming into its own. 
The HRIA takes a “more holistic approach” than its environmental 
and social equivalents…Increasingly, bilateral lenders are requiring 
an HRIA as a condition for project funding,  
 
See: https://www.devex.com/news/human-rights-impact-assessments-7-things-to

-keep-on-the-radar-86053 

 

Ebola End in Sight as Weekly Infections Drop to Single Figures  
and Liberia Declared Ebola Free 

Human Rights Impact Assessments: 7 Things to Consider 

China’s Winter Olympic Bid 
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China, which has been constructing a tourism belt around Beijing     
centered on water-intensive sports like skiing, is now building ski slopes 
in a bid to host the 2022 Winter Olympics. 
The International Olympic Committee inspected the region’s facilities 
last week, and it is expected to make a final decision in July. If Beijing 
wins, it will be the first city to host the Winter and the Summer Games, 
which it held in 2008. Its only competitor is Almaty, Kazakhstan. 

See: http://www.nytimes.com/2015/04/10/world/asia/water-intensive-beijing-olympic-
bid-alarms-environmentalists.html?
hp&action=click&pgtype=Homepage&module=second-column-region&region=top-
news&WT.nav=top-news&_r&_r=0 
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QUOTE OF THE  WEEK 

"We cannot solve 
our problems 
with the same 
thinking we used 
when we created 
them". 

Albert Einstein,  
(1879-1955) Planetary Health Weekly 
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School construction and development by Zambian organization of safari tour          
operators helping local community (Project Luangwa: www.projectluangwa.org) 

 

Date Conference Location Registration Site 

May  13-15, 2015 

Canadian Association for 
Refugee and Forces Migration 
Studies (CARFMS) 
8th Annual Conference  

Ryerson University 
Toronto, Ontario 

http://crstest.apps01.yorku.ca/ec/
index.php?
main_page=product_info&cPath=1&produc
ts_id=22 

June  16-18, 2015 
Summer Institute on Human 
Trafficking  

Lakehead University  
Orillia, Ontario,     

https://conferences.lakeheadu.ca/sioht/ 

June 29-30, 2015 
4th Annual Global Healthcare 
Conference (GHC 2015) 

Singapore, Singapore 
http://events.einnews.com/event/23735/
_4th_annual_global_healthcare_conferenc
e_ghc_2015_ 

Aug. 25-27, 2015 
The Global Forum for           
Research and Innovation for 
Health 2015 

Manila, Philippines 
http://blog.cohred.org/67/forum-2015-
people-at-the-center-of-research-and-
innovation-for-health 

November 5-7, 2015 
Canadian Conference on 
Global Health 2015 

Bonaventure        
Hotel -  Montreal, 
Quebec 

http://www.csih.org/en/events/ccgh2015/ 
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7 Global Development Career Paths for MPH Graduates 
By Kate Warren 
  
If you want to work in global health, you'll find that a high percentage of positions in 
this field require a master’s in public health. While clinical degrees like nursing and 
social work are also in demand, most global health positions are not clinical jobs.     
Positions typically focus on the community, national or even global level and look at 
the systems and policies impacting areas like nutrition, infectious disease and          
maternal and child health.  
An MPH program provides a well-rounded education in areas like health policy, social 
and behavioral sciences, epidemiology and biostatistics. It’s great preparation for a 
global health career, particularly when combined with an international concentration.   
  
Global health is a broad field, however, and there are many different career paths you 
can choose all that either require or heavily prefer candidates with an MPH. 
  
If you are pursuing or have recently completed an MPH, here are seven different      
career paths to consider. 
  

See: https://www.devex.com/news/7-global-development-career-paths-for-mph-graduates-86018 
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