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Stemming the Tide of Fake Medicines
The number of outright fakes pills
See also from Health Canada: http://www.hc-sc.gc.ca/fniah-spnia/diseases-maladies/indexeng.php

350 VICTORIA ST.
TORONTO, ON
M5B 2K3

SEE PAGE 5

See: http://mobile.nytimes.com/2015/05/18/
opinion/stemming-the-tide-of-fakemedicines.html?referrer&_r=3

containing no active ingredients at
all may have declined. However,
the problem of substandard
medicines that have some, but not
all, of the active ingredient they
are supposed to contain has
worsened. Sometimes a medicine
degrades because it has not been
stored or handled properly. But
often the manufacturer
deliberately reduces the amount
of active ingredients to save
money while increasing inert
ingredients to keep the weight and
shape the same.
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Significant health disparities exist
between Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal
Canadians. The factors that underlie
these health disparities and hinder our
ability to address them are multi-faceted.
Although the challenges faced by
Aboriginal communities are complex and
varied, there is increasing recognition
that First Nations, Inuit, and Métis
peoples possess the knowledge,
determination and resilience rooted in
their varied traditions and cultures to
meet those challenges, particularly if
they are aided by culturally-appropriate See: http://www.nccah-ccnsa.ca/Publications/
care in the maintenance of their health. Lists/Publications/Attachments/101/
abororiginal_health_web.pdf

Planetary Health Weekly

Page 2

Birthweight Charts Tailored to Specific Ethnic Groups
May be Better Predictor of Adverse Outcomes
Immigrant women give birth to about one-third of the babies born
in Ontario. Yet clinicians still measure those babies before and
after birth using the same scales that measure babies whose
mothers were born in Canada, often of Western European
ancestry. As a result, many babies born to immigrant mothers,
especially those from South and East Asia, may be incorrectly
labelled small for their gestational age or large for their gestational
age.
See: http://www.sciencedaily.com/
releases/2014/11/141110124140.htm?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Feed%

Improving Ebola Response Through Mobile Data
The Ebola crisis in West Africa has brought together aid
organizations, governments and private companies from all over
the world, which are donating resources and expertise to fight the
spread of the disease. And although the outbreak is not yet over,
progress is being made. But one of the most difficult things for
these organizations to access has been data. Access to reliable
data is imperative in humanitarian situations. It can track the
spread of disease or disaster.
See: https://www.devex.com/news/improving-ebola-response-through-mobile-data-86226

Australia Steps Up for Disability-Inclusive Development
Following the announcement of deep cuts to the Australian
aid program, its updated strategy to strengthen
disability-inclusive development beyond 2015, focusing
particularly on the Indo-Pacific region.
There are three key focus areas under the new strategy,
which together aim to improve the quality of life of people
with disabilities in developing countries.1. Enhanced
empowerment, leadership and decision-making in
community, government and the private sector.
2. Reduced poverty for people with disabilities.
3. Improved equality in all areas of public life, including service provision, education and employment.
See: https://www.devex.com/news/australia-steps-up-for-disability-inclusive-development-86267
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Got Bees? Got Vitamin A? Got Malaria?
Loss of Pollinators Increases Risk of Malnutrition, Disease
More than half the people in some developing countries could
become newly at risk for malnutrition if crop-pollinating
animals like bees continue to decline. Bees allow farms to
thrive. They and other pollinators may be crucial to human
health too. Pollinator declines can really matter to human
health, with quite scary numbers for vitamin a deficiencies
which can lead to blindness and increase death rates for
some diseases, including malaria.
See: http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2015/01/150126124449.htm?

utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+sciencedaily%2Ftop_news%
2Ftop_science+%28ScienceDaily%3A+Top+Science+News%29

Startling Decline in European Birds: Majority of Losses from Most Common Species
Bird populations across Europe have experienced sharp declines
over the past 30 years, with the majority of losses from the most
common species. However numbers of some less common birds
have risen.
Around 90 percent of these losses were from the 36 most
common and widespread species, including house sparrows,
skylarks, grey partridges and starlings.
See: http://www.sciencedaily.com/

releases/2014/11/141102212122.htm?
utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Feed%
3A+sciencedaily%2Ftop_news%2Ftop_science+%28ScienceDaily%3A+Top+Science+News%29

'Green Revolution' Changes Breathing of the Biosphere: Stronger Seasonal Oscillations
in CO2 Linked to Intensive Agriculture
The amplitude of the seasonal oscillation of carbon dioxide in the
atmosphere is increasing at a rate of 0.3 percent every year. The intense
farming practices of the 'Green Revolution' are powerful enough to alter
Earth's atmosphere at an ever-increasing rate, boosting the seasonal
amplitude in atmospheric carbon dioxide to about 15 percent over the past
five decades.
See: http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2014/11/141119132610.htm?

utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+sciencedaily%
2Ftop_news%2Ftop_science+%28ScienceDaily%3A+Top+Science+News%29
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First Long-Term Study on Calorie Labeling Shows Strategy
Effective in Reducing Weight Gain by 50%
Calorie labeling helps people understand what's in their food,
and makes them aware of healthier options. Although the
policy is encouraged in the U.S. and U.K. for large chain
restaurants to present caloric content for menu items, there
isn't any legislature for cafeterias at universities, schools or
workplaces to display this type of information.
The sooner policymakers better understand these
associations between calorie labeling and weight loss, the
closer we will all be to making better food choices.
See: http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2014/11/141105101054.htm?

utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+sciencedaily%2Ftop_news%2Ftop_health+%

Consequential Omissions: How Demography Shapes Development
Today's population megatrends continued population growth,
population aging, urbanization and migration shape progress
towards virtually all of the top priorities on national and
international agendas, including: economic growth, labor
markets and income distribution; poverty, social protection
and pensions; health, education and gender equality; food,
water and energy security; as well as environmental
protection, climate change mitigation and climate change
adaptation. Because they shape the most pressing
challenges of the 21st century, population dynamics must be
considered and integrated into the post-2015 development
agenda.
See: http://www.newsecuritybeat.org/2015/04/consequential-omissions-demography-shapes-development/

Gates Pledges $776M for Malnutrition, Unlocks UK Commitments
The Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, the world’s largest
private foundation will spend $776 million over the next six
years to fight malnutrition, a strong signal of support for a
historically underfunded sector.
Cooks distribute lunch to students at the Young Tajudeen
Agbangudu Primary School in Nigeria, where feeding
programs help improve the nutritional status of children as
well as increase enrolment, retention and completion
rates in school. Undernutrition is responsible for more than
one-third of global child deaths and 1 in 4 children are
stunted due to malnutrition.
See: https://www.devex.com/news/gates-pledges-776m-for-malnutrition-unlocks-uk-commitments-86284
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Date

Conference

Location

Registration
Site5
Page

June 16-18, 2015

Summer Institute on Human
Trafficking

Lakehead University
Orillia, Ontario,

June 29-30, 2015

4th Annual Global Healthcare
Conference (GHC 2015)

http://events.einnews.com/event/23735/
Singapore, Singapore _4th_annual_global_healthcare_conferenc
e_ghc_2015_

Aug. 25-27, 2015

The Global Forum for
Research and Innovation for
Health 2015

Manila, Philippines

Aug. 25 to Sep. 2,
2015

The Society for the Advancement
of Science in Africa (SASA) 3rd Toronto, Ontario
International Annual Conference

http://sasascience.org/call-for-abstracts/

November 5-7, 2015

Bonaventure
Canadian Conference on Global
Hotel - Montreal,
Health 2015
Quebec

http://www.csih.org/en/events/ccgh2015/

https://conferences.lakeheadu.ca/sioht/

http://blog.cohred.org/67/forum-2015people-at-the-center-of-research-andinnovation-for-health

QUOTE OF THE WEEK

“We have been no
different from most
other funders. We
never paid enough
attention to
nutrition. That is
changing today.”
Melinda Gates
June 3, 2105.
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Answers to recent graduates’ 8 most common questions
As graduation quickly approaches for university students around the globe, many aspiring
global development professionals are asking themselves: What’s next? Whether you’re just
finishing an undergraduate program or wrapping up a graduate degree to help propel a career
transition, making the jump from classroom to workplace is a daunting endeavor.
This week, Devex is hosting a special series, #GradWeek, devoted to soon-to-be or recent
grads to help them get started and succeed in the exciting and challenging world of aid work.
Devex works with dozens of university career centers to provide resources for their students
and help them launch their global development careers.
Here are eight of the most common questions we hear from soon-to-be grads, along with our
answers.
See: https://www.devex.com/news/gradweek-answers-to-recent-graduates-8-most-common-questions86072

