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Jeffrey Sachs on the G-7 Embracing Decarbonization  

 

The seven largest high-income     
economies (the United States,       
Japan, Germany, the United         
Kingdom, France, Italy, and Canada) 
made the revolutionary decision to 
decarbonize their economies during 
this century. 
The G-7 leaders did something         
unprecedented. They acknowledged 
that in order to hold global warming 
below the 2°C limit, the world’s          
economies must end their                    

dependence on fossil fuels (coal, oil, 
and natural gas).  
See: https://www.project-syndicate.org/
commentary/g7-summit-germany-zero-emissions-
by-jeffrey-d-sachs-2015-06 

 
See:  https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/tackling-

non-communicable-diseases-avoid-premature-
deaths-lomborg 

 

In rich countries, the                    
major causes of death are 
strokes, heart attacks and 
cancer. But in the poorer 
world, people often assume 
that infectious diseases like 
diarrhea, tuberculosis, 
AIDS, malaria and measles, 
etc. kill the most. This is no 
longer true. 
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Tackling Non-Communicable Diseases 
 to Avoid Premature Deaths 
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It has been described as an epidemic of modern times and 
perhaps felt more acutely in Canada's First Nations                         
communities than anywhere else. Over the past several                    
decades diabetes has become a highly prevalent health     
concern among Aboriginal Canadians, but it wasn't always so. 
Those communities that have more people speaking and 
knowing their language, and who are presumably more      
connected to their culture, have significantly less diabetes.  

 
                          See:  http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2015/01/150122170001.htm 
 

Around the world, governments, nongovernmental                           
organizations and public health entities have made major 
strides in tackling some of the greatest health challenges 
facing communities. Maternal mortality has been celebrated 
as a major success story in the global development field in 
recent years, with annual deaths of pregnant women                    
dropping significantly from 523,000 to 289,000 over the 
past two decades. Yet maternal mortality rates remain  
stubbornly high in far too many countries around the world, 
including in sub-Saharan Africa. In Kenya, in particular, a 
woman dies in childbirth every two hours.  
 
                         See: https://www.devex.com/news/maternal-mortality-not-just-a-human-rights-issue-86187 

Rediscovering a Culture of Health in Canada's First Nations Communities 

Maternal Mortality: Not Just a Human Rights Issue 

Investment in Child Health in World's Poorest Countries Saves 34 Million Lives 

 More than 34 million children’s lives have been saved in the 
last 15 years at a cost, in the poorest countries, of about 
$4,000 each, say experts who have compiled a scorecard of 
donor and government spending on child health. The US 
government has saved the largest number of lives of children 
under the age of five, at 3.3 million. British funding for child 
health has also had a significant impact, saving 1.7 million 
lives slightly more than the 1.5 million lives saved by 
donations from the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation.    
                                    

                     See: http://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2015/jul/03/investment-child-health-worlds-poorest- 
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Early Warning Signals of Abrupt Climate Change 

Asia Development Bank: Climate Change Makes Poor Poorer in Asia-Pacific 
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Early warning signals of a reorganization of the Atlantic ocean's                
circulation could have a profound impact on the global climate       
system. The Atlantic Meridional Overturning Circulation (AMOC) is an 
important component of the Earth's climate system. The AMOC is like 
a conveyor belt in the ocean, driven by the salinity and temperature of 
the water. The system transports heat energy from the tropics and 
Southern Hemisphere to the North Atlantic, where it is transferred to 
the atmosphere. 
 
See: http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2014/12/141208074545.htm? 

Climate change has been making the poor in the Asia-Pacific 
region even poorer and is also setting back efforts to haul them 
out of poverty. Combined with rising inequality, the two forces 
could make the more equal distribution of the fruits of economic 
growth a "distant goal" for the world's most populous region, 
where 700 million people (two thirds of the world's poor) still                 
wallow in poverty. Typhoon Haiyan, which devastated the         
central Philippines, drove more Filipinos into extreme hardship 
of living on less than $1.25 a day. Those who lost their jobs 
were mostly retailers, service crew, coconut farmers and          
fishermen. They now are even more exposed to greater hardships from another extreme weather 
event.  
   See: http://www.usnews.com/news/science/news/articles/2015/06/24/adb-climate-change-makes-poor-poorer-in-asia-

pacific 

  
The Caribbean Community should take prompt, effective action 
against climate change to prevent potentially catastrophic                       
economic losses. Climate change can have devastating long-term 
impact on growth and development of the Caribbean. The               
projected cost of inaction is estimated to be at least 75 percent      
of GDP by the year 2100.  
Dominica, Grenada, Haiti, St. Kitts and Nevis, and Turks and            
Caicos Islands face the most urgent threat from rising sea levels 
caused by climate change.  

 
  

                                                                      See: http://www.laht.com/article.asp 
 

Caribbean Development Bank Warns of High Cost of Climate Change 
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In the news business it’s called ‘burying the lead’  a         
common rookie mistake. It means you’ve got all the facts for 
an important story, but you haven’t put them at the top where 
they’ll get maximum attention. It was on a website named 
canadiangenocide.nativeweb.org, hidden away in a                       
compilation of archival records and old newspaper clippings 
about the mistreatment and abuse of aboriginal children in 
residential schools…. 
   
         See: http://ipolitics.ca/2015/06/09/how-journalism-failed-aboriginal 

 

Only 0.1% of the individuals on a list of 30,000 signatures have 
a scientific background in Climatology. To be fair, those who 
claim to have a background in Atmospheric Science can be 
added, which brings the total percentage of signatories with a 
background in climate change science to a whopping 0.5%. 
The webpage does not break out the names of those who do 
claim to be experts in Climatology and Atmospheric Science, 
which makes even that .5% questionable. 
This makes an already questionable list seem completely                   
insignificant given the nature of scientific endeavor. 
 

          See: http://www.huffingtonpost.com/kevin-grandia/the-30000-global- 

How Journalism Failed Aboriginal Canadians 

The 30,000 Global Warming Petition Is Easily-Debunked Propaganda 

Female Genital Mutilation: Why Egyptian Girls Fear the Summer 
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Summer days: they're what childhood memories are 
made of, glorious afternoons of unchecked freedom 
to frolic with friends in the sun, unshackled from the 
earthly obligations of a math class that never 
seemed further away. But for millions of schoolgirls 
in Egypt, this time of year represents something 
much darker: the start of the female genital                         
mutilation (FGM) season. Mona Mohamed was 10 
years old when she underwent what's also known as 
a female circumcision on a hot summer day in her 
village in Upper Egypt. 

                                 See: http://edition.cnn.com/2015/06/25/middleeast/egypt-female-genital-mutilation/index.html 

http://canadiangenocide.nativeweb.org/
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QUOTE OF THE  WEEK 

"Transparency will 
give people the tools 
they need to question 
their governments 
and the behavior of 
companies. It also 
allows                     
governments to 
demonstrate to their 
communities if they 
have a good deal in 
place, or encourage                    
citizens to push their 
governments for a 
better deal."  
 

James Royston,  
Advocacy Officer at          
Publish What You Pay.  
www.publishwhatyoupay.org 

Planetary Health Weekly 

 

This newsletter is FREE 

To Subscribe / Unsubscribe:  dzakus@ryerson.ca 
                                                        

                                                                     Planetary Health Weekly  
                                                       @ PlanetaryWeekly 
                                                            #planetaryhealthweekly 

 

Editor:  Dr. David Zakus 

Production:  Anna Oda 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Community health worker using a smart phone to diagnose and treat children for malaria, 
pneumonia and diarrheal diseases in rural Dosso District, southern Niger, as part of a 

World Vision Canada/Niger collaboration (July, 2015)  
http://www.dimagi.com/sectors/child-health/ 

Date Conference Location Registration Site 

August 25-27 

The Global Forum for           
Research and Innovation for 
Health 2015 

Manila, Philippines 

http://blog.cohred.org/67/forum-2015-
people-at-the-center-of-research-and-
innovation-for-health 

Aug. 25 to Sep. 2  
The Society for the Advancement 
of Science in Africa (SASA) 3rd 
International Annual Conference  

Toronto, Ontario http://sasascience.org/call-for-abstracts/ 

September 16-18 
Community Health Centers: 
Agents for Care, Agents of 
Change 

Ottawa, Ontario  http://www.cachc.ca/acac2015 

November 5-7 
Canadian Conference on Global 
Health 2015 

Bonaventure        
Hotel -  Montreal, 
Quebec 

http://www.csih.org/en/events/ccgh2015/ 

November 18-20 

9th World Alliance For Risk          

Factor Surveillance (WARFS) & 

The Americas' Network for 

Chronic Disease Surveillance 

(AMNET) Global Conference 

St. John's, Antigua http://warfs15.squarespace.com/ 

May 16-19 
4th Global Conference on        
Women Deliver, 2016 

Copenhagen,            
Denmark 

http://wd2016.org/about/registration/ 
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350.org is building a global climate movement! Global grassroots movement can hold leaders    
accountable to the realities of science and the principles of justice. The movement is rising from 
the bottom up all over the world, and is uniting to create the solutions that will ensure a better     
future for all. 

The number 350 means climate safety: to preserve a livable planet, scientists tell us we must    
reduce the amount of CO2 in the atmosphere from its current level of 400 parts per million to    
below 350 ppm. 

350.org was founded by a group of university friends in the U.S. along with author Bill McKibben, 
who wrote one of the first books on global warming for the general public. 
When the organization started in 2008, climate change was seen as the most important issue    
facing humanity, but climate action was mired in politics and all but stalled. Founders didn’t know 
how to fix things, but they knew that one missing ingredient was a climate movement that                           
reflected the scale of the crisis. So founders started organizing coordinated days of action that 
linked activists and organizations around the world, including the International Day of Climate            
Action in 2009, the Global Work Party in 2010, Moving Planet in 2011, and Climate Impacts Day 
in 2012. They held the “world’s biggest art installation” and “the most widespread day of political 
action in the planet’s history.” They figured that if they were going to be a movement, then they 
had to start acting like one.  

Today, 350.org works in almost every country in the world on campaigns like fighting coal power 
plants in India, stopping the Keystone XL pipeline in the U.S, and divesting public institutions        
everywhere from fossil fuels. All of the work leverages people power to dismantle the influence 
and infrastructure of the fossil fuel industry, and to develop people-centric solutions to the climate 
crisis. 

http://350.org/
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