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Time for the World to 
Protect and Value its 
Young Human Rights 
Defenders  

There’s a deep irony that as people 

around the world marked 

International Youth Day on August 12, 

hardly any attention was paid to the 

shrinking space for young human 

rights defenders who increasingly find 

themselves on the receiving end of 

government repression.  

Read More on IPS. 
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The Vancouver Consensus: Antiretroviral 
Medicines, Medical Evidence and Political 
Will 

The Vancouver Consensus statement, which emerged at 

the recently concluded 8th International AIDS Society 

Conference on HIV Pathogenesis, Treatment and Prevention 

(IAS 2015), signals the scientific affirmation that, rather than 

limiting access to those who are immune compromised, 

immediate access to antiretroviral medicines holds the 

power to rapidly advance the fight to end AIDS. 

Read More on The Lancet.     
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Community Health Workers Can Screen 
For Cardiovascular Disease Risk With a 
Simple, Non-Invasive Risk Assessment 
Instrument  

Health workers without formal professional training can 

be adequately trained to effectively screen for, and 

identify, people at high risk of cardiovascular disease.  

Read More on The Lancet.  

PAGE | 2 

Strengthening Capacity To Apply Health 
Research Evidence In Policy Making: 
Experience From Four Countries 
Increasing the use of evidence in policy making means 

strengthening capacity on both the supply and demand 

sides of evidence production. However, little experience 

of strengthening the capacity of policy makers in low- 

and middle- income countries has been published to 

date.  

Read More on heapol. 

 

Trans Fat Substitute May Lead to More 
Deforestation  
Following growing concerns in the United States about 

the risks of trans fat since 1999, demand for palm oil, a 

cheap substitute for trans fat, more than doubled over 

the last decade and is expected to increase, eliciting 

concerns about deforestation in several Southeast Asian 

countries providing 85 percent of the world’s palm oil.  

Read More on IPS.   
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Kenyan Pastoralists Fight Climate 
Change Through Food Forests   
Samburu County is one of the regions in Kenya ravaged 

by recurrent drought, with most of the population living 

below the poverty line. Climate change has made 

pastoralism an increasingly unsustainable livelihood 

option, leaving many households in Samburu without 

access to a daily meal, let alone a balanced diet. 

Animals have and will continue to die due to severe 

drought.  

Read More on IPS. 

Air Pollution Causes 4,400 Deaths 
In China Every Single Day 

About 1.6 million people in China die every year 

from health issues caused by the country’s 

notoriously polluted air. Air pollution particularly 

exposure to fine airborne particles can cause a 

variety of health problems, including asthma, lung 

cancer, heart disease and stroke.  

Read More on World Post. 

The Environmental Crisis in Your Closet 

If your T-shirt reads “Made in India,” you might have 

contributed to a water pollution crisis that has destroyed 

tens of thousands of lives. Lush rice paddies, coconut 

palms and banana trees that have characterized this 

part of southern India suddenly give way to a parched, 

bright red landscape, dotted only with scrub forest. The 

local river now runs foamy and green polluted with the 

toxic runoff of the titanic textile industry 20 miles away.  

Read More on Newsweek.  
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The Role Of Husbands In Maternal 
Health and Safe Childbirth in Rural 
Nepal 
Maternal health initiatives that focus solely on women 

may be flawed as they ignore the social context that 

they live in.  In Nepal husbands do have a role to play in 

maternity care; they may be the only person available 

when a woman goes into labour. Male involvement 

needs to be recognized and addressed in health 

education due to the potential benefits it may bring to 

both maternal and child health outcomes.  

Read More on BMC.  
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Ontario Métis Face Higher Cancer Risk 
Than Non-Aboriginal Residents  
17 per cent of Métis teens smoke, compared to just eight 

per cent of non-aboriginal teens and 47 per cent of Métis 

adults in their 20s smoke compared to 27 per cent of non-

aboriginals in the same age bracket. Métis Nation of 

Ontario will now work with various health and government 

organizations to realize some culture-based preventive 

programs.  

Read More on The Spectator.  

This May Be The Most Effective Anti-
Poverty Program In America  

Child First is a “home visiting” program, which means staff 

members work with families mostly in their homes rather 

than in office settings, sometimes meeting as frequently 

as three or four times a week. The first priority is addressing 

tangible problems like poor housing or lack of medical 

care, which sometimes means connecting families with 

public programs. 

Read More on Huff Post.    
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DATE CONFERENCE LOCATION REGISTER 

Aug. 

25-27 

The Global Forum for Research and  

Innovation for Health 2015 

Manila 

Philippines  
www.forum2015.org 

Aug. 28 to  

Sept. 2  

The Society for the Advancement of  

Science in Africa (SASA) 3rd  

International Annual Conference  

Toronto 

Canada  
http://sasascience.org 

Sept. 

16-18 

Community Health Centers: Agents for 

Care, Agents of Change 

Ottawa 

Canada  
http://www.cachc.ca/acac2015 

Nov. 

5-7 

Canadian Conference on Global Health 

2015 

Montreal 

Canada  

http://www.csih.org/en/events/

ccgh2015 

Nov. 

16-18 

2015 Canadian Undergraduate  

Conference on Healthcare (CUCOH) 

Kingston 

Canada  
http://www.cucoh.com/about 

Nov. 

18-20 

9th World Alliance For Risk Factor  

Surveillance (WARFS) & The Americas'  

Network for Chronic Disease Surveillance 

(AMNET) Global Conference 2015 

St. John's 

Antigua 
http://warfs15.squarespace.com 

QUOTE OF THE WEEK 
 
“ A specific plight must be brought to awareness and 

examined objectively. Even campaign also needs the 

sympathies of those not participating in it. Only after 

successful negotiations may one proceed to taking 

action. The goal of the struggle is reconciliation and not 

suppression of the oppressor.” 
 

Martin Luther King  
1929-1968 
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Cultural Safety: Exploring the Applicability of the Concept of 
Cultural Safety to Aboriginal Health and Community Wellness 

 

Simon Brascoupé, & Catherine Waters 

 

This paper explores both the concept of cultural safety  

and its practical implications for policies and programs 

designed to improve the health of Aboriginal people 

and the wellness of Aboriginal communities. It shows how 

the concept of cultural safety can shift from a being a 

tool to deliver health care services to individuals to a 

new and wider role. The concept of cultural safety can 

have a significant impact the way policy and services 

are developed at an institutional level in fields such as 

health, education, the courts, universities and 

governance. Four case studies show how cultural safety 

has helped communities at risk and in crisis engage in 

healing that led to lasting change. Cultural safety is 

defined and how it differs from cultural competence or 

trans-cultural training and practices is explained. 

Read More on naho.ca  

 

Eating People Is Wrong, and Other Essays  
on Famine, Its Past, and Its Future 

 

Cormac Ó Gráda 

 

Famines are becoming smaller and rarer, but optimism about the                     

possibility of a famine-free future must be tempered by the threat of 

global warming. That is just one of the arguments that Cormac Ó Gráda, 

one of the world’s leading authorities on the history and economics of 

famine, develops in this wide-ranging book, which provides crucial new 

perspectives on key questions raised by famines around the globe                    

between the seventeenth and twenty-first centuries.  

Read More on Princeton University Press.  

FYI 

http://www.naho.ca/jah/english/jah05_02/V5_I2_Cultural_01.pdf
http://press.princeton.edu/titles/10449.html#evendors
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Is Your Global Development Grad Program Keeping Pace? 

 
The Master of Development Practice program at the University of California, 

Berkeley, is far from Washington, D.C. and New York-based hubs for international 

aid, development and diplomacy. 

But the distance may help students in the 4-year-old program think outside the box, 

according to director George Scharffenberger. 

Many students are now considering jobs at startups, consulting firms, think tanks and 

look for opportunities at other private sector entities before seeking out gigs at well-

established aid organizations. The curriculum at Berkeley’s small program follows 

suit, placing a heavy focus on quantitative rigor, innovation and emerging 

technology trends. 

Read More on Devex. 

FYI 

https://www.devex.com/news/new-tech-and-more-numbers-is-your-global-development-grad-program-keeping-pace-86612
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