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Socking it to Malaria Is Just 
the Start for Africa's New 
Science Alliance  

Africa has the highest disease burden in 

the world and it has the lowest number of 

scientists. Moreover, a lot of research 

takes place in Africa but the leadership of 

the research teams is rarely African. A 

new initiative, which will see Africans 

taking charge, will mean that they can 

come up with research ideas that reflect 

local needs and key priorities.  

Read More on theguardian.com   
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Fossil Fuel Majors Say They Back 
Global Climate Deal 
CDP - formerly the Carbon Disclosure Project - has 

received climate change information from more than 

2,000 listed companies, including 28 of the world's largest 

energy firms. It asked each company whether its 

organization’s board of directors support an international 

agreement to limit climate change to below 2C. None of 

the energy firms responded "no", despite widespread 

agreement that such a deal would require large swathes 

of the world's fossil fuel reserves to be left unburned. 

Read More on buisnessgreen.com   

http://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2015/sep/10/alliance-for-accelerating-excellence-in-science-in-africa-malaria-gates-foundation-wellcome-trust-dfid?mkt_tok=3RkMMJWWfF9wsRoks63Mcu%2FhmjTEU5z17OQvXKW%2FhIkz2EFye%2BLIHETpodcMTctmPLvYDBceEJhqyQJxP
http://ow.ly/Qcah7
http://www.businessgreen.com/bg/news/2424212/fossil-fuel-majors-say-they-back-global-climate-deal?utm_medium=email&utm_term=&utm_content=Fossil%20fuel%20majors%20say%20they%20back%20global%20climate%20deal&utm_campaign=BG.Daily_RL.EU.A.U&utm_source=BG.DCM.Edi
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Thousands in India Die at Home from 
Abdominal Conditions 

Tens of thousands of people in India die at home each year 

of conditions such as peptic ulcer disease, appendicitis and 

hernias they might have survived with timely surgery. 

Because these conditions must be treated quickly, access to 

round-the-clock emergency surgical facilities is critical to 

reduce delays in care and deaths. But in 2010, just 43 

percent of the Indian population lived within 50 kilometers 

(31 miles) of a well-resourced district hospital. 

Read More on reuters.com  
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Acting on the Call: Ending Preventable 
Child and Maternal Deaths  

In tangent with the Call to Action Summit in New Delhi, 

India, the U.S. Agency for International Development 

(USAID) released its 2015 Acting on the Call: End 

Preventable Child and Maternal Deaths report. USAID's 

maternal and child survival efforts have resulted 

in nearly 2.5 million more children surviving and 200,000 

maternal deaths averted since 2008. In addition, the 

USAID report details how to reach 38 million of the most 

vulnerable women around the world.  

Read More on USAID 

Madagascar's Health Challenges 

Madagascar is still recovering from a 2009 political coup, 

and faces new political difficulties as it attempts to tackle 

its myriad health problems. The 2009 political crisis had a 

substantial impact on the country's health sector, from 

budget cuts to donor withdrawal and the departure of 

many health-care workers from rural areas who had not 

been paid. Some left to work for non-governmental 

organizations, others headed to the capital Antananarivo 

in search of work. 

Read More on The Lancet  

Volume 1, Issue 30 

http://uk.mobile.reuters.com/article/topNews/idUKKCN0RB1OG20150911
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001GWxsVZanPHySkPaaQKA6pw0zW_ZuFJUngL_u-SHWyk6_ffRRzpZrjPF7hXBGLw4b2gZ4mDHIRvfJFrmBRUXCe0cKDPuVlzyC9WGow6jTGwnHMBusMf2s7A0MOqiHxnIiZoKAicDZ1tgiXoXPs4pzTId-ogEWQMVIcPKxikyAO2tt7Nrcb_H4RJgHzc9ayLIH&c=Zjr-mdgNfN3xTxTZ58VXQacFoVUGE0skV
https://www.usaid.gov/what-we-do/global-health/acting-call-ending-preventable-child-and-maternal-deaths-report
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(15)61526-4/fulltext
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Africa’s Vultures in Freefall 

An international study recently published in the journal 

Conservation Letters investigates the status of Africa’s 

eight distinct vulture species in 95 populations and 22 

countries. The results are depressing: all of the species 

have declined by an average of 62%, while seven have 

experienced a precipitous drop in numbers of 80% or 

more during the last three generations. The situation is 

most severe in East and West Africa, but populations are 

being decimated across the entire continent, including 

Southern Africa.  

Read More on news24.com  

The Horror of African Swine Fever in 
Eastern Europe 

Following the introduction in 2007 in Georgia, the virus is 

now well established in the West of Russia, the Baltic 

region, northern Ukraine and Poland. The disease is 

spreading out in all directions. There are at least 22 

different types of the virus, which is insect borne and lives 

naturally in the soft body tick Ornithodorus moubata, 

which lives in Africa.   

Read More on thepigsite.com     

Study Predicts Antarctica Ice Melt if All 

Fossil Fuels Are Burned 

Burning all the world’s deposits of coal, oil and natural 

gas would raise the temperature enough to melt the 

entire ice sheet covering Antarctica, driving the level of 

the sea up by more than 160 feet. Half the melting could 

occur in as little as a thousand years, causing the ocean 

to rise by something on the order of a foot per decade, 

roughly 10 times the rate at which it is rising now.  

 

Read More on The New York Times  
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CURRENTNEWS 

http://m.news24.com/news24/Columnists/AndreasSpath/Africas-vultures-in-freefall-20150907
http://m.thepigsite.com/news/40320
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/news/business/energy-environment/oil-petroleum-and-gasoline/index.html?inline=nyt-classifier
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/news/international/countriesandterritories/antarctic_regions/index.html?inline=nyt-geo
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/09/12/science/climate-study-predicts-huge-sea-level-rise-if-all-fossil-fuels-are-burned.html?smid=fb-nytimes&smtyp=cur&_r=1
http://ow.ly/QcHuP


 

  

PLANETARY HEALTH WEEKLY 

Strangers in Strange Lands  

In 1951 a group of diplomats in Geneva committed their 

countries to absorbing huge numbers of refugees from a 

region plagued by ethnic hatred, fanatical ideologies, 

and seemingly interminable war: Europe. The second 

world war left millions of people wandering across the 

ravaged continent. Poland, Czechoslovakia and the 

Soviet Union deported 14m Germans in the years after 

Germany’s defeat. Redrawn borders saw millions of 

Ukrainians, Serbs and others kicked out of their homes. 

Read More on The Economist  
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Stigma of Mental Illness Cuts Deeper For 
Canada's Aboriginal People 
The suicide rate among indigenous people is staggering…

In aboriginal communities mental health treatment is not 

just a right, but a necessity in order to draw attention to 

the fact that drug and alcohol abuse are symptoms of a 

major depression that stems back centuries, propelled 

forward by the lingering toxins of the residential school 

system. If society as a whole began to think of mental 

illness as a real and deadly force, greater action would be 

taken in treating it.  

Read More on Huffington Post  

Looking to Nature to Forge a New 
Metaphor for Development 

The idea that there are underlying principles for all 

healthy systems, be they metabolisms, ecologies or 

economies, makes sense. Human societies arise from 

the same natural principles of energy flows, binding 

forces and principles that scientists use to describe the 

evolution of the universe…It is time to explore this idea, 

even if only a new metaphor, and its usefulness for 

development work. 

Read More on Devex   

Volume 1, Issue 30 

http://www.economist.com/news/briefing/21664217-worlds-institutional-approach-refugees-was-born-europe-seven-decades-ago?utm_source=mailoutinteractive&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Global%20Health%20Weekly-Vol%204%20Issue%2034
http://www.huffingtonpost.ca/sandra-charron/aboriginal-mental-illness-stigma_b_8108012.html
https://www.devex.com/news/looking-to-nature-to-forge-a-new-path-in-development-86870
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DATE CONFERENCE LOCATION REGISTER 

Oct. 

5-9 
Ryerson Social Justice Week  

Toronto 

Canada  

http://www.ryerson.ca/

socialjustice/ 

Nov. 

5-7 

Canadian Conference on Global Health 

2015 

Montreal 

Canada  

http://www.csih.org/en/events/

ccgh2015 

Nov. 

16-18 

2015 Canadian Undergraduate  

Conference on Healthcare (CUCOH) 

Kingston 

Canada  
http://www.cucoh.com/about 

Nov. 

18-20 

9th World Alliance For Risk Factor  

Surveillance (WARFS) & The Americas'  

Network for Chronic Disease Surveillance 

(AMNET) Global Conference 2015 

St. John's 

Antigua 
http://warfs15.squarespace.com 

Nov.  

25-27 

7th Canadian Science Policy Conference 

2015 

Ottawa  

Canada  
http://www.sciencepolicy.ca/ 

Apr.  

9-11 

Annual CUGH Global Health Conference 

2016 

San Francisco  

U.S.A 

http://cugh.org/events/2016-

annual-cugh-global-health 

QUOTE OF THE WEEK 
Speaking at the opening ceremony of the Summit on 

Sustainable Development in New York, on September 25, the 

United Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon said: 

“The new agenda is a promise by leaders to all people everywhere. It 

is a universal, integrated and transformative vision for a better world. It 

is an agenda for people, to end poverty in all its forms,” he added. “It 

is an agenda for shared prosperity, peace and partnership (that) 

conveys the urgency of climate action (and) is rooted in gender 

equality and respect for the rights of all. Above all, it pledges to leave 

no one behind.” 
 

See next page FYI.  
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FYI 

The New Sustainable Development Goals 

2015-2030

Read More on un.org  

http://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/blog/2015/09/historic-new-sustainable-development-agenda-unanimously-adopted-by-193-un-members/
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Global, Regional and National Levels and Trends in Under Five  
Mortality Between 1990 and 2015, With Scenario-Based Projections 
to 2030: A Systematic Analysis by the UN Inter-Agency Group for 

Child Mortality Estimation 
 

In 2000, world leaders agreed on the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). MDG 4 called for a 

two-thirds reduction in the under-5 mortality rate between 1990 and 2015. We aimed to estimate 

levels and trends in under-5 mortality for 195 countries from 1990 to 2015 to assess MDG 4 

achievement and then intended to project how various post-2015 targets and observed rates of 

change will affect the burden of under-5 deaths from 2016 to 2030. 
 

Read More on The Lancet    

FYI 

http://ow.ly/QcHuP
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736%2815%2900120-8/fulltext?utm_source=mailoutinteractive&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Global%20Health%20Weekly-Vol%204%20Issue%2034
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How to Leap to The Next Level of Your Career 
You’ve been in your position for a few years, mastering new skills and developing a reputation as 

a smart, reliable and hardworking professional. However, you’re ready for a new challenge, which 

means taking the next step in your career. 

But how do you make the leap when positions at the next level feel just out of reach?  

Here are seven ways you can propel your global development career to the next level: 

1.  Look for less popular jobs. 

2.  Develop a rare skill set. 

3. Take advantage of staff turnover and new projects. 

4. Consider smaller, less-resourced organizations 

5.  Look for positions on projects ending soon. 

6.  Develop leadership skills. 

7. Get another degree 
Read More on Devex   

https://www.devex.com/news/how-to-leap-to-the-next-level-of-your-career-86863
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CONTACTUS 

This Newsletter is FREE.  

Planetary Health Weekly is an e-newsletter published by the  

Planetary Health Commission at Ryerson University in Toronto, ON, CANADA.  

To Subscribe/Unsubscribe, email planetaryhealthweekly@gmail.com 

Programs designed to transcend 

disciplinary boundaries to find 

lasting solutions to social issues. 
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Editor: Dr. David Zakus 

Email: dzakus@ryerson.ca 

 

Production: Anna Oda  

 

Soong Ching Ling, national hero of China, 

was the wife of Sun Yat-sen, a democratic                                       

revolutionary president in the early 20th                          

Century, and then after his death she later                   

became Honourary President of the new         

People's Republic of China, and one of the 

greatest women of the 20th Century. The 

peace pin is from her museum house in 

Shanghai (September 26, 2015).  Among 

many achievements, she pioneered work                 

on women's and children's health. She                

called for the protection of women's rights 

and saw work on child welfare as 'creating 

the future.' 
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