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The War Against Women 
Even in times of peace, women in conflict 
zones remain vulnerable to violence, sexual 
abuse, loss of bread winners and much 
more. Nepal has set in motion steps to 
protect women and girls from sexual and 
gender-based abuse in an armed conflict by 
allocating funds. It is not that women in 
Nepal have achieved everything because the 
country now has a National Action Plan for 
Women, but it has helped create more 
awareness about the need to safeguard 
women’s rights in a conflict situation.  

Read More on The Tribune   
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Resilient Livelihood Strategies in the Face 
of Climate Change: What Works and 
What Doesn't 

Within the next 100 years we could see water levels rise as much as 
two meters, flooding many coastal cities and making some island 
nations uninhabitable. In addition to the damage wrought by 
flooding, rising seawater levels will contaminate precious aquifers, 
leaving much of the world’s population without access to fresh 
water. 

Read More on Devex 

http://www.tribuneindia.com/news/spectrum/the-war-against-women/142844.html
https://www.devex.com/news/resilient-livelihood-strategies-in-the-face-of-climate-change-what-works-and-what-doesn-t-87348
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Women Have a Right to a Companion 
at Birth, But Less than Half of Large 
African Facilities Respect It  

The form of disrespect most commonly reported by women at 
birth was abandonment and neglect, something that is much 
easier to overcome if there is a companion present. 

The research that we recently reported on from Ghana showed 
that women link quality of service with good treatment of family 
and companions. 
 

Read More on Family Included   

A Healthy Free For All in Nepal 

“Every citizen shall have the right to primary health care and 
emergency services free of cost.” That is Clause One of Nepal’s 
new constitution. While the bill’s emphasis on equitable health 
care has brought hope especially among rural Nepalis who lack 
access to even basic health care, implementation is going to be 
tough given the state’s track record. The implementation of the 
constitution’s commitment to provide free health care services 
will require an enormous on-the-ground effort, especially in the 
rural areas. 
 

Read More on Nepal Times   
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Life As A Nurse In 
Central African Republic 

In every conflict there are hidden heroes working to save lives, 
minimize suffering and even just to help people die with dignity. 
Marie-Ange Koutou, 42, is a paediatric nurse's assistant in a 
Medecins Sans Frontieres Hospital in Kabo, a remote rural village in 
the north of the Central African Republic. Everyday Ms. Koutou sees 
hundreds of hungry children. This is a direct result of the conflict 
since it escalated three years ago, in which families are afraid to go 
to their fields to farm.  
 

Watch the Full Video on BBC  

http://familyincluded.com/companion-maternal-health-facility/
http://nepalitimes.com/regular-columns/GUEST-COLUMN/upgrading-health-care-through-public-private-partnership-model,582
http://world.einnews.com/article/298138420/vA-QAzmAeZNPrdjh
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Tanzania Closes All Hydropower Plants 

All hydropower plants in Tanzania are being switched off 
because a lack of rain has led to low water levels in the country's 
dams. Hydro-electricity generation has fallen to 20% of capacity, 
making it difficult for the dams to operate.  

It is the first time the East African nation has closed all hydro 
plants, which generate 35% of its electricity. The power crisis has 
been made worse by problems at new natural gas plants.  

The country's long rainy season is expected to start in December.  

Read More on BBC  

Germany Can do More and Better for 
the Environment and the World's Poor 

Every country cannot do everything. But all can do something. 
Germany is both applauded and criticized. The country is an 
international leader in development, along with the United 
States, the United Kingdom and Japan. It is one of the biggest 
bilateral donors, contributing with an all-time high of more 
than $16 billion this year. For the climate and for the poor 
people of the world, it is important how Germany decides to 
spend its aid money. 

Read More on Devex   

It’s Time To Clean Up Space Junk 

NASA has shown concern about the growing junk in space that may 
threaten the planet in the near future. NASA has estimated roughly 
500,000 pieces of space junk and there may be more than 100 
million tiny fragments. 

It is time to clean up space crowded with all kinds of objects from 
nonfunctional spacecraft, abandoned launch vehicle stages, mission 
related debris and fragmentation debris.  "Not a lot of countries are 
putting money into debris removal development and more of us 
need to," says NASA administrator Charles Bolden.  

Read More on The Tribune   
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CURRENTNEWS 

http://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-34491984
https://www.devex.com/news/germany-can-do-more-and-better-for-the-environment-and-the-world-s-poor-87344
http://www.tribuneindia.com/news/science-technology/story/158946.html
http://ow.ly/QcHuP
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In the Amazon, The World’s most 
Endangered Tribe Has Few Options 
The Awa  have been called the most endangered tribe on Earth 
because of the threat posed by illegal loggers to their forested 
hunting grounds. Most of their population of about 450 people live in 
Caru, a 668-square-mile reserve created in 1982, and an adjacent 
reserve called Awa. It is very rare for “isolated” indigenous people 
like these to come out of the forest. For the Awa , the last case was in 
2004, when a woman and her teenage son emerged.  

Read More on The Washington Post   

PEPFAR Strategy Shifts Aims to Get 
Ahead of Mozambique's Epidemic 

People wait at an HIV clinic in Maputo, Mozambique. An estimated 
1.5 million people are currently living with HIV in Mozambique 
and 120,000 new patients are infected each year.  

Across the 40 countries and regions it supports, PEPFAR’s new 
strategy calls for a massive scale up in services in areas where the 
most new HIV infections are happening.  

Read More on Devex   

Paris Attacks: A First-Hand Account 
Describes the Medical Response of the 
Emergency Services 

Friday, November 13, 2015. It's 21:30 when the Assistance 
Publique-Ho pitaux de Paris (APHP) is alerted to the explosions 
that have just occurred at the Stade de France, a stadium in 
Saint-Denis just outside Paris. Within 20 minutes, there are 
shootings at four sites and three bloody explosions in the 
capital. At 21:40 , a massacre takes place and hundreds of 
people are held hostage for three hours in Bataclan concert 
hall. Emergency services click in.  

Read More on The Lancet    

Volume 1, Issue 40 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/the_americas/in-the-amazon-the-worlds-most-endangered-tribe-has-few-options/2015/11/30/dae41fd0-6621-11e5-bdb6-6861f4521205_story.html?wpisrc=nl_az_headline
https://www.devex.com/news/pepfar-strategy-shift-aims-to-get-ahead-of-mozambique-s-epidemic-87310
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(15)01063-6/fulltext
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DATE CONFERENCE LOCATION REGISTER 

Apr. 

9-11 

7th Annual Consortium of Universities for  

Global Health Conference  

San Francisco  

USA 
http://cugh.org/ 

Apr. 

16-17 
Global Health and Innovation Conference  

New Haven 

USA 
https://maestro 

May. 

17-20 

International Congress on Integrative Medicine 

and Health (ICIMH) 

Las Vegas 

USA 
  https://www.cvent.com/ 

May. 

26-27 
Indigenous Health Conference  

Toronto 

Canada 
  http://www.cpd.utoronto.ca/ 

Nov. 

14-18 

Fourth Global Symposium on Health Systems 

Research  

Vancouver  

Canada  
  http://www.csih.org/en/events/ 

CONNECT WITH 

Planetary Health Weekly 
@PlanetaryWeeky Planetary Health 

Weekly 

@PlanetaryHealthWeeky 

QUOTES OF THE WEEK 

“In Cambodia farmers are struggling with changing seasonal rainfall patterns and prolonged drought 
periods, which affect agricultural production and food security. The frequency and intensity of 
natural disasters has constantly increased,” said His Majesty King Norodom Sihamoni of Cambodia.  

“Climate change hurts Kenya’s development. Kenya was among the first developing countries to 
submit an ambitious Intended Nationally Determined Contribution (IIDC) to the UNFCCC Secretariat, 
despite the fact that our contribution is a mere 0.1% of total global emissions,” said President Uhru 
Kenyata of Kenya.  

“As we gather here in Paris, one can only regret the decades that have passed in which we did 
nothing but argue whether climate change was real. Now we know better. We probably are at a 
tipping point today. In my country the effects of climate change are beginning to manifest. Several 
years of erratic rainfall are affecting agricultural production. Reduced rainfall volumes have also 
affected electricity generation from our major hydro dam on the Volta River. This has made us seek 
thermal generation based on fossil fuels and liquid natural gas,” said President John Dramani Mahama 
of the Republic of Ghana.   

“Based on its high vulnerability, Guatemala asks firmly from the Conference of Parties [COP21] for 
full and explicit recognition of the Central American Isthmus as a sensitive and vulnerable region 
that suffers an abnormal and disproportionate burden from the adverse effects of climate change 
and climate variability,” said Juan Alfonso Fuentes Soria, Vice-President of the Republic of Guatemala. 
 

From the COP21 Climate Change Conference, Paris, France, November 30, 2015  

http://ow.ly/QcHuP
https://maestro.technolutions.net/uniteforsight/conference
https://www.cvent.com/events/2016-international-congress-on-integrative-medicine-and-health/registration-70c123c930d34d5a92de72ccfde4ff9d.aspx
http://www.cpd.utoronto.ca/indigenoushealth/
http://www.csih.org/en/events/fourth-global-symposium-on-health-systems-research/
https://instagram.com/planetaryhealthweekly/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Planetary-Health-Weekly/842076405858777?fref=ts
https://twitter.com/planetaryweekly
https://twitter.com/planetaryweekly
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Planetary-Health-Weekly/842076405858777?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Planetary-Health-Weekly/842076405858777?fref=ts
https://instagram.com/planetaryhealthweekly/
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FYI 

What We Know So Far From COP21 in Paris  

 The United Nations and partners launched a $5 billion initiative to expand renewable energy capacity in  
Africa. 

 A new multimillion dollar initiative to promote clean energy investment in developing countries was  
announced Monday. The Global Environment Facility will provide $2 million in initial funding to help  
kickstart the formation of the Climate Aggregation Platform in 2016. The CAP's organizers say it could 
 leverage over $100 million in co-financing from different partners, including from the Inter-American  
Development Bank. 

 U.N. Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon announced “Climate Action 2016” summit to maintain momentum for 
multistakeholder climate implementation. The event will take place on May 5-6, 2016 in Washington, D.C. 

 C40, Germany and Inter-American Development Bank have announced a major project to unlock up to $1 
billion in green infrastructure within four years. The “C40 Cities Finance Facility” will provide skills,  
technical assistance and connections to funding to help cities across low- and middle-income countries 
 accelerate ambitious emissions reductions. 

 Ministers from Cameroon, Finland, France, Morocco, Senegal and Sweden, international organizations, CEOs 
from multinationals and civil society leaders will launch the Global Alliance for Buildings and Construction 
to transform the sector and reduce its significant environmental footprint . 

 EU mobilizes 125 million euros ($132 million) for countries affected by El Nino. 

 Eleven countries collectively pledged $248 million for the Least Developed Countries Fund, or LDCF, to 
 support adaptation to the impacts of climate change. 

 More than 150 heads of state and government convened in Paris on November 30, amid tight security fol-
lowing recent terrorist attacks in the city. 

Read More on Devex   

https://www.devex.com/news/live-from-the-paris-climate-conference-87394
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Impact of Current Climate Proposals 

The goal of any climate policy is to reduce the very real problem of global warming. Mitigation policies  
focus mostly on reducing greenhouse gas emissions, thereby reducing climate change. The most prominent 
indicator of climate change is temperature rise. Even optimistically assuming that promised emission cuts 
are maintained throughout the century, the impacts are generally small. Dr. Bjorn Lomborg, avid  
environmentalist and head of the Copenhagen Consensus Center, concludes that current climate policy 
promises will do little to stabilize the climate and their impact will be undetectable for many decades. 

Read More on onlinelibrary     

Paris Climate Promises Could Reduce Temperatures by  
Just 0.05°C in 2100 

Governments have publicly outlined their post-2020 climate commitments in the build-up to the 
 December’s meeting. These promises are known as “Intended Nationally Determined  
Contributions” (INDCs). Dr. Lomborg’s research reveals many very discouraging points.  

Read More on lombort.com   
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http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/1758-5899.12295/full?mc_cid=533b856bab&mc_eid=5d0fdc556d
http://www.lomborg.com/press-release-research-reveals-negligible-impact-of-paris-climate-promises?mc_cid=533b856bab&mc_eid=5d0fdc556d
http://ow.ly/QcHuP


 

Database of Current Global Health Fellowship Programs 

1. Anesthesia Programs 

2. Emergency Medicine Programs 

3. Family Medicine Programs 

4. Internal Medicine Programs 

5. Pediatric Programs 

6. Surgery Programs 

7.Women’s Health Programs 

 
Read More on globalhealthfellowships.com  

FYI 
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http://www.globalhealthfellowships.org/database.html?utm_source=mailoutinteractive&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Global%20Health%20Weekly-Vol%204%20Issue%2045
http://www.globalhealthfellowships.org/database.html?utm_source=mailoutinteractive&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Global%20Health%20Weekly-Vol%204%20Issue%2045
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End the Gun Epidemic in America 

The New York Times ran an editorial below on its front page on Saturday December 5 calling for 
greater regulation on guns in the aftermath of a huge number of mass shootings. 

All decent people feel sorrow and righteous fury about the latest slaughter of in California. Law enforcement 
and intelligence agencies are searching for motivations, including the vital question of how the murderers 
might have been connected to international terrorism. That is right and proper. 

But motives do not matter to the dead in California, nor did they in Colorado, Oregon, South Carolina, Virginia, 
Connecticut and far too many other places. The attention and anger of Americans should also be directed at the 
elected leaders whose job is to keep us safe but who place a higher premium on the money and political power 
of an industry dedicated to profiting from the unfettered spread of ever more powerful firearms. 

It is a moral outrage and a national disgrace that civilians can legally purchase weapons designed specifically 
to kill people with brutal speed and efficiency. These are weapons of war, barely modified and deliberately 
marketed as tools of macho vigilantism and even insurrection. America’s elected leaders offer prayers for gun 
victims and then, callously and without fear of consequence, reject the most basic restrictions on weapons of 
mass killing. They distract us with arguments about the word terrorism. Let’s be clear: These spree killings are 
all, in their own ways, acts of terrorism..  

Opponents of gun control are saying, as they do after every killing, that no law can unfailingly forestall a 
specific criminal. That is true. They are talking, many with sincerity, about the constitutional challenges to 
effective gun regulation. Those challenges exist. They point out that determined killers obtained weapons 
illegally in places like France, England and Norway that have strict gun laws. Yes, they did. 

But at least those countries are trying. The United States is not. Worse, politicians abet would-be killers by 
creating gun markets for them, and voters allow those politicians to keep their jobs. It is past time to stop 
talking about halting the spread of firearms, and instead to reduce their number drastically — eliminating 
some large categories of weapons and ammunition. 

It is not necessary to debate the peculiar wording of the Second Amendment. No right is unlimited and immune 
from reasonable regulation. 

Certain kinds of weapons, like the slightly modified combat rifles used in California, and certain kinds of 
ammunition, must be outlawed for civilian ownership. It is possible to define those guns in a clear and effective 
way and, yes, it would require Americans who own those kinds of weapons to give them up for the good of 
their fellow citizens. 

What better time than during a presidential election to show, at long last, that our nation has retained its sense 
of decency? 

Read the Rest on The New York Times   
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http://www.nytimes.com/2015/12/05/opinion/end-the-gun-epidemic-in-america.html?_r=0
http://ow.ly/QcHuP
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Last hours in Niamey included crossing one of only two bridges over the Niger River in Niamey, the  

capital city of Niger (December 7, 2016). It was constructed by China, one of the very many  

infrastructure works around Africa gifted by China to Africa in recent years. China's presence in Africa 

is now huge: already in 2013 its trade with Africa was double that of the US; and just this week it  

announced a $60 billion development partnership with the continent.  
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