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Tuberculosis Epidemic in 
Papua New Guinea 

Papua New Guinea has the highest rate of 
tuberculosis in the Pacific region, where 60 
percent of new cases originate. In many parts 
of the country, cases of multidrug-resistant 
strains are on the rise. The epidemic there is 
being described as a national emergency. 
Many parts of the country, including vast 
swaths outside of the capital, health services 
are scarce, the result of chronic 
underdevelopment.  

Read More on Al Jazeera  
Watch the Video on MSF  

ALSO IN THIS ISSUE: 
 

Climate Change Affects Malnutrition             2 
Adolescent Death from AIDS Tripled 
Aquaculture Food Security  
——————————————————— 
A Republican Preaches Climate Action         3 
Indonesia’s Sickening Pollution  
Walking with Faith in Climate Justice  
——————————————————— 
Pivotal Promise of Digital Technology          4 
Transformation in Reproductive Health 
Indigenous People Reinforce Resilience  
——————————————————— 
Weekly Bulletin: QOTW & Events                5    
——————————————————— 
FYI#1: Takeaways from Paris Agreement    6 
——————————————————— 
FYI#2: Cities as Urgent Climate Solution       7  
——————————————————— 
FYI#3 Countries Didn’t Pledge for COP21     8 
——————————————————— 
FYI#4: Perfect Your Body Language                9 
 

 

Three Questions Raised by  
the Paris Climate Agreement 
After multiple drafts, long nights of negotiation, protests and 
petitions, the Paris climate agreement is written and adopted. 
Over the course of two weeks at the Le Bourget convention hall, 
negotiators whittled down the document from a sprawling list of 
options, to a set of actions, commitments and procedures agreeable 
enough for nearly 200 countries to accept. That alone is cause for 
celebration, according to some of the Paris deal’s biggest backers.  
The Paris agreement raises many questions about the future of 
international cooperation to mitigate and adapt to climate change 
impacts.  
Read More on Devex    

http://america.aljazeera.com/articles/2015/5/17/taming-one-of-worlds-oldest-diseases-in-fast-growing-papua-new-guinea.html
https://www.msf.org.au/resources/special-features/tuberculosis-crisis-in-papua-new-guinea.html
https://www.devex.com/news/3-questions-raised-by-the-paris-climate-agreement-87509
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Adolescent Deaths from AIDS  
Tripled Since 2000  

AIDS is the number one cause of death among adolescents in 
Africa and the second leading cause of death among 
adolescents globally. Among HIV-affected populations, 
adolescents are the only group for which the mortality figures 
are not decreasing. In sub-Saharan Africa, the region with the 
highest prevalence, girls are vastly more affected, accounting 
for seven in ten new infections among 15-19 year olds. 
However, among adolescents in that age group in the region, 
just over one in ten are tested for HIV. 
 

Read More on unicef  
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Caribbean Looks to Aquaculture Food 
Security to Combat Climate Change   

As global warming increases sea temperatures, wild catch 
fishery could decline by as much as 50 per cent, the 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) has warned. 
Warming seas are expected to devastate regional fisheries by 
shifting the travel routes of pelagic fish and the distribution of 
high-value species while causing die offs of many other popular 
marine species. To ensure food security, the CRFM, the regional 
body responsible for the responsible use of regional resources, 
is promoting aquaculture as part of a range of initiatives to build 
climate-resilient fisheries.  

Read More on IPS News   

How Climate Change Affects 
Malnutrition 

End hunger, achieve food security and improved nutrition, and 
promote sustainable agriculture by 2030 is the second Sustainable 
Development Goal.  

Today, 800 million people are going hungry, close to two billion 
people are malnourished and another two billion are overweight 
or obese. Unhealthy diets, causing chronic diseases from diabetes, 
heart disease to cancer have become the most important factor in 
global health overtaking smoking or infectious diseases. And all 
these challenges are severely exacerbated by the changing climate. 

Read More on Devex   

http://www.unicef.org/media/media_86384.html?mkt_tok=3RkMMJWWfF9wsRoks6rMeu%2FhmjTEU5z17OQvXKW%2FhIkz2EFye%2BLIHETpodcMTsJnNr3YDBceEJhqyQJxPr3DJNUN0ddxRhbkDQ%3D%3D
http://www.ipsnews.net/2015/12/caribbean-looks-to-aquaculture-food-security-to-combat-climate-change/
https://www.devex.com/news/how-climate-change-affects-malnutrition-87328
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Walking with Faith in Climate Justice 

The fight for climate justice lives on and every step counts. The 
ethical and moral element, thanks also to the commitment of 
faith-based NGOs such as CIDSE who have worked hard for the 
messages of “the Pope’s recent encyclical” to be heard and taken 
into account by the negotiators, has positively shaped climate 
change debates this year. Other faiths have also issued 
declarations and statements: the Islamic declaration for climate 
is one of them. These calls were helpful in reinforcing the 
message of solidarity and living in balance and harmony with 
creation. Read about a climate change pilgrimage.  

Read More on Devex   

“Slash and Burn” in Indonesia: 
Sickening Pollution  
When it comes to carbon dioxide and climate change, the focus 
is understandably on the role played by the burning of fossil 
fuels. Power production, transportation and manufacturing - 
the necessary elements of industrial development - are 
undoubtedly the primary arena for effective change. But 
agricultural production, especially in developing countries, 
also plays a large role in carbon dioxide emissions. The culprit? 
“Slash and burn” a crude deforestation technique used in a 
number of countries, no more so than in Indonesia. 

Read More on Devex  

A Republican Maverick Who Preaches 
Climate Action 

Republican Senator Jim Inhofe’s tossing of a snow ball on the Senate 
floor this year to “show” climate change is a hoax against decades of 
scientific evidence to the contrary is another, if slightly more 
bizarre, example of conservative attitudes on the issue. The self-
described "100 per cent Christian" South Carolina conservative says 
he saw the light about global warming after years of denying it. And 
rather than wage reactionary attacks, he preaches that Republicans 
should become "climate realists" and offer up even better free-
market approaches to solving the problem than the Democrats. 

Read More on National Observer   
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CURRENTNEWS 

https://www.devex.com/news/walking-with-faith-in-climate-justice-87397
https://www.devex.com/news/slash-and-burn-in-indonesia-getting-to-the-root-of-the-problem-87295
http://www.nationalobserver.com/2015/11/20/republican-maverick-who-preaches-climate-action
http://ow.ly/QcHuP
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Indigenous People Need Support  
to Reinforce Resilience Against  
Climate Change 

Building resilience is deeply rooted in the lifestyles and social 
solidarity of more than 400 million indigenous people - from the 
Samis of northern Europe, Berbers in Morocco to Vanuatu 
communities in the Pacific - who are feeling the adverse effects of 
climate change even though they contribute little to its causes.  

Read More on allafrica.com  

The Pivotal Promise of Digital 
Technology 
Every imaginable industry — education, energy, medicine, 
transportation, retail, leasing — is changing, even in the poorest 
countries, as a result of  the vast majority of people having 
powerful computers, commonly known as mobile phones, right in 
their hands. In the last two decades, mobiles have proliferated to 
the point that they are ubiquitous today. They have gone beyond 
connecting people to people, and are touching and transforming 
industries. How will the smartphone phenomenon pivot low-
income countries towards progress?  

Read More on Devex   

A Training Transformation in 
Reproductive Health 

To meet global targets and provide the quality care women 
and girls need and deserve, we need a training transformation 
such as the pre-service reproductive health training class at 
the St. Paul Hospital Millennium Medical College in Addis 
Ababa, Ethiopia. University of Michigan’s new Center for 
International Reproductive Health Training integrates family 
planning training into medical education, with the aim of 
enabling health professionals to provide more comprehensive 
reproductive health services 

Read More on Devex    
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http://allafrica.com/stories/201511300650.html
https://www.devex.com/news/the-pivotal-promise-of-digital-technology-87334
https://www.devex.com/news/a-training-transformation-in-reproductive-health-87326
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DATE CONFERENCE LOCATION REGISTER 

Apr. 

9-11 

7th Annual Consortium of Universities for  

Global Health Conference  

San Francisco  

USA 
http://cugh.org/ 

Apr. 

16-17 
Global Health and Innovation Conference  

New Haven 

USA 
https://maestro 

May. 

13-15 

Peace, Global Health and Sustainability 

(PEGASUS) 

Toronto  

Canada  
http://www.pegasusconference.ca/ 

May. 

17-20 

International Congress on Integrative Medicine 

and Health (ICIMH) 

Las Vegas 

USA 
  https://www.cvent.com/ 

May. 

26-27 
Indigenous Health Conference  

Toronto 

Canada 
  http://www.cpd.utoronto.ca/ 

Nov. 

14-18 

Fourth Global Symposium on Health Systems 

Research  

Vancouver  

Canada  
  http://www.csih.org/en/events/ 

CONNECT WITH 

Planetary Health Weekly 
@PlanetaryWeeky @PlanetaryHealthWeeky Planetary Health Weekly 

 
QUOTE OF THE WEEK 

 

“I have starred in a lot of science fiction movies and, let me 
tell you something, climate change is not science fiction, this 
is a battle in the real world, it is impacting us right now,”  
Arnold Schwarzenegger said at the world’s first summit on  
conscience for the climate, Paris, July 15, 2015. And in Paris at 
COP21 on December 5, he said: "This is the challenge of our time 
and this is the real world. This is not the movie world which 
is the other world that I come from. There are no visual  
effects here, no special effects, there is no script writing that 
we can change for a better ending - nothing like that." 
 
Read More on The Guardian   

http://ow.ly/QcHuP
https://maestro.technolutions.net/uniteforsight/conference
https://www.cvent.com/events/2016-international-congress-on-integrative-medicine-and-health/registration-70c123c930d34d5a92de72ccfde4ff9d.aspx
http://www.cpd.utoronto.ca/indigenoushealth/
http://www.csih.org/en/events/fourth-global-symposium-on-health-systems-research/
https://instagram.com/planetaryhealthweekly/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Planetary-Health-Weekly/842076405858777?fref=ts
https://twitter.com/planetaryweekly
https://twitter.com/planetaryweekly
https://instagram.com/planetaryhealthweekly/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Planetary-Health-Weekly/842076405858777?fref=ts
http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2015/jul/21/arnold-schwarzenegger-climate-change-is-not-science-fiction
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FYI 

Paris Agreement: Seven Key Takeaways for Business 
The historic agreement on climate change promises to completely reshape the global economy as all nations 

strive to curb carbon emissions and bolster their climate resilience. The implications for the business  

community will be epic in their scale and reach, as successive governments seek to deliver a net zero  

emission economy this century and effectively call time on the era of unabated fossil fuels.  

The following are the seven key points of the deal that should matter to the private sector:  

1.  The deal aims to keep global warming "well below" 2C and strive towards just 1.5C 

2.  The agreement sets a long-term goal for emissions 

3.  National climate action plans have been delivered 

4.  INDCS will be reviewed every five years 

5.  Rich countries will continue to provide climate finance 

6.  Loss and damage - but not compensation 

7.  Carbon markets set to expand 

Read More on Buisiness Green   

http://m.businessgreen.com/bg/analysis/2439159/paris-agreement-seven-key-takeaways-for-business?utm_medium=email&utm_term=&utm_content=Paris%20Agreement%3A%20Seven%20key%20takeaways%20for%20business&utm_campaign=BG.Breaking_News_RL.EU.A.U&utm_source=BG.DCM
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Cities Emerge as Urgent Climate Solution at COP21 

French Minister of Ecology, Energy and Sustainable Development Se gole ne Royal, spoke during the 
presentation at COP21 of a five-year plan to raise action from cities and regions spanning across five  
continents representing almost one-fifth of the world’s population. 

The plan was launched under the Lima to Paris Action Agenda (LPAA) platform, a mechanism created  
during last year’s climate conference as a way to include so-called non state actors into the search for the 
climate solution. Its urban workstream currently includes over 2200 settlements around the world, from 
Mongolia’s capital Ulan Bator to globalization strongholds like New York and London and adds to previous 
efforts like C40. 

The United Nations Human Settlements Programme (UN-Habitat) says urban areas are responsible for up 
to 80 per cent of global greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions and by mid century, they are estimated to hold 
about seven of every 10 human beings.  

Tokyo, for instance, emits as much as 62 million tons of greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions per year, which 
accounts to the equivalent of the 37 countries least polluting countries in Africa. 

Read More on IPS News   
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http://ow.ly/QcHuP
http://www.ipsnews.net/2015/12/cities-emerge-as-urgent-climate-solution-at-cop21/


 

11 Countries Didn't Make Pledges for the Paris Climate Agreement 
 

1.  East Timor 

2.  Libya 

3.  Nepal 

4.  Nicaragua 

5.  North Korea 

6.  Panama 

7.  St. Kitts ad Nevis 

8.  Syria 

9.  Tonga 

10. Uzbekistan 

11. Venezuela 

Read More on startribune.com  

FYI 

PAGE | 8 Volume 1, Issue 41 

http://www.startribune.com/the-11-countries-that-haven-t-made-pledges-for-climate-deal/360532311/?mkt_tok=3RkMMJWWfF9wsRoks6rBeu%2FhmjTEU5z17OQvXKW%2FhIkz2EFye%2BLIHETpodcMTsJkNL3YDBceEJhqyQJxPr3DJNUN0ddxRhbkDQ%3D%3D


 

FYI 

Practicing for an Online Presentation?  
Time to Perfect Your Body Language  

What does your posture say about you? What about your gestures? If you want to maximize your impact in 
online presentations, you need to get a grip on your body language.  

“Understanding how you look on camera and what angles work for you is an easy way to show your 
audience that you know what you’re doing and that they should listen to you."  

This brief provides 10 simple and powerful tips that will help you build confidence and credibility non-
verbally during your online presentations 

 

Read the Brief on ostdimg.com  
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https://l1.osdimg.com/online/dam/pdf/en/resources/wp/Citrix-power-of-body-language-brief.pdf
http://ow.ly/QcHuP
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disciplinary boundaries to find lasting 
solutions to social issues. 
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Radio was used as a medium of hate and division leading to the 1994 genocide in Rwanda, when 

1,000,000 were slaughtered because they belonged to one ethnic group. Today radio is used by  

organizations like Population Media Center (populationmedia.org) to spread positive health messages 

and create peace (Kigali, Rwanda December 12, 2015).  

http://planetaryhealth.ca/weekly/
http://ow.ly/Qcah7
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