RYERSON
UNIVERSITY
FACULTY OF
COMMUNITY SERVICES
Child and Youth Care
Disability Studies
Early Childhood Studies
Midwifery
Nursing
Nutrition
Occupational and Public
Health
Social Work
Urban and Regional
Planning

PLANETARY
HEALTH WEEKLY
BRINGING YOU CURRENT NEWS ON

GLOBAL HEALTH & ECOLOGICAL WELLNESS
Volume 1, Issue 9

May 7, 2015

WHO Leadership Admits Failings Over Ebola
The World Health Organization
has admitted serious failings in
its handling of the Ebola crisis
and pledged reforms to enable
it to do better next time.
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See: http://www.reuters.com/article/2015/04/19/

us-health-ebola-who-idUSKBN0NA12J20150419

WHO’s statement lists eight
lessons learned, including
areas where its response to
Ebola could have been better,
such as information sharing
and communications.

Climate Change and Shared Responsibility for Global Health
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The path that current high-income
countries took to reach high income,
and the life expectancy their citizens
enjoy, involved increasing carbon
dioxide emissions. To achieve
similar life expectancy levels,
governments of low- and middleincome are tempted to replicate a
similar trajectory of economic
growth, including burning fossil fuels
ad libitum which would create a
serious climate change problem. But See: http://
globalhealth.thelancet.com/2013/09/19/climatehow to convince them to follow a
change-and-shared-responsibility-global-health
green growth path?
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Medical Need, Not Lifestyle, Should Determine Cesarean Deliveries
The growing use of cesarean childbirth deliveries is putting
women and children at risk for short-term and long-term health
issues, says the World Health Organization. C-sections are
lifesaving and necessary in certain situations, but WHO
believes the surgery is being performed unnecessarily in
developing and developed countries.
See: http://www.voanews.com/content/who-warns-against-c-sections-when-notmedically-needed/2715429.html

The Rising Tide of International Caesarean Section Rates
Historically, the introduction of caesarean section surgery
was associated with an improvement in maternal and
perinatal health outcomes. WHO has stated that no
empirical evidence exists for an ideal caesarean rate, but
“what matters most is that all women who need caesarean
sections actually receive them”. Caesarean section carries
its own risks for maternal and infant morbidity and for
subsequent pregnancies.
See: http://www.thelancet.com/journals/langlo/article/PIIS2214-109X(15)70094-X/fulltext?
elsca1=etoc&elsca2=email&elsca3=2214-109X_201505_3_5_&elsca4=Epidemiology%7CPublic%20Health%7CHealth%
20Policy%7CLancet

Vaccine Resistant Polio Strain Discovered
The global initiative to eradicate poliomyelitis through routine
vaccination has helped reduce the number of cases by more than
99% in 30 years. However, major epidemics are still occurring
today. Researchers have identified the virus responsible for
deadly and recent outbreaks, and have sequenced its genetic
material. The genetic sequence shows two mutations. This
evolution complicates the task for the antibodies produced by the
immune system of the vaccinated patient as they can no longer
recognize the viral strain.
See: http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2014/11/141104111408.htm?
utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+sciencedaily%2Ftop_news%2Ftop_science+%
28ScienceDaily%3A+Top+Science+News%29
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Iowa Reports Worst Case Of Bird Flu In National Outbreak
Iowa, the top U.S. egg-producing state, found a lethal
strain of bird flu in a flock of millions of hens at an
egg-laying facility, the worst case so far in a national
outbreak that has now prompted Wisconsin to declare a
state of emergency.
Bird flu, also called avian influenza or AI, is a viral disease
of birds. The U.S. Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention considers the risk for human infections to be
low, and no human cases have been found yet.

See: http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2015/04/20/iowa-bird-flu_n_7104312.html?ncid=newsltushpmg00000003

One-Fifth of Schizophrenia Cases May Involve the Parasite T. gondii
Many factors, both genetic and environmental, have been
blamed for increasing the risk of a diagnosis of schizophrenia.
Some, such as a family history of schizophrenia, are widely
accepted. Others, such as infection with Toxoplasma gondii, a
parasite transmitted by soil, undercooked meat and cat feces,
are still viewed with skepticism. A new study used
epidemiological modeling methods to determine the
proportion of schizophrenia cases that may be attributable to
T. gondii infection. The work suggests that about one-fifth of
cases may involve the parasite.
See: http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2014/10/141029133448.htm?
utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+sciencedaily%2Ftop_news%2Ftop_science+%
28ScienceDaily%3A+Top+Science+News%29

Deworming Effort in Kenya Provides Blueprint for Partnerships
A highly focused effort in Kenya to treat worm infections in children
delivers lessons on how to expand a proven program. In 2009, more
than 5 million Kenyan schoolchildren were at risk of parasitic worm
infections. Parasitic worms compete for the nutrients that children
need to survive and thrive. Worm infections can impair cognitive
growth, decrease school attendance, and even affect children’s
long-term earning potential. The debilitating impact of worm
infections can last a lifetime.
See: http://www.ssireview.org/articles/entry/school_for_scaling
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Doing Development Differently
The global development community is getting better at
testing different development approaches, sharing results
and failures and collaborating on unconventional ways to
think about, support and implement development
initiatives. Yet, too many initiatives fail to address the
tremendous complexity of development challenges,
promoting irrelevant interventions that have little impact.
See: https://www.devex.com/news/still-doing-development-differently-85986

Migrant Crisis in the Mediterranean
In October, 2014, the British Government quietly announced its
decision to withdraw support for Mare Nostrum, a search and
rescue operation for migrants in the Mediterranean Sea to
avoid “an unintended ‘pull factor’, encouraging more migrants
to attempt the dangerous sea crossing and thereby leading to
more tragic and unnecessary deaths.” Now thousands of men,
women, and children each seeking a better and safer life in
Europe have drowned trying to cross the Mediterranean,
compared with 96 over the same period in 2014. A
humanitarian crisis is taking place on Europe's doorstep. After
800 migrants drowned on April 19, the European Council pledged to take action.
See: http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0140673615608753

Applying to Jobs Online? Make Sure You Do These 3 Things
Employers don’t always know someone who is a right fit for the
job, and even if they do, most employers want to make sure
that they hire the best person for the job, not just the easiest.
To help make it easier for them to want to hire you, make sure
you always do these three things when applying to jobs online.
1- Tailor your resume or CV
2- Use the 80 percent rule
3- Apply early
See: https://www.devex.com/news/applying-to-jobs-online-make-sure-you-do-these3-things-85970
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Date

Conference

RegistrationPage
Site 5

May 7-8, 2015

Global Health/Global Justice
2015: Making New Medicines Toronto, Ontario
Accessible to All

https://mitusengupta.com/2015/04/11/
global-healthaccess-to-medicinesconference-at-ryerson-all-are-welcome/

June 16-18, 2015

Summer Institute on Human
Trafficking

https://conferences.lakeheadu.ca/sioht/

June 29-30, 2015

http://events.einnews.com/event/23735/
4th Annual Global Healthcare
Singapore, Singapore _4th_annual_global_healthcare_conferenc
Conference (GHC 2015)
e_ghc_2015_

Aug. 25-27, 2015

The Global Forum for
Research and Innovation for
Health 2015

Manila, Philippines

http://blog.cohred.org/67/forum-2015people-at-the-center-of-research-andinnovation-for-health

November 5-7, 2015

Canadian Conference on
Global Health 2015

Bonaventure
Hotel - Montreal,
Quebec

http://www.csih.org/en/events/ccgh2015/

QUOTE OF THE WEEK

"Fundamentally,
this is about the
extent to which
societies change
their behaviors,
how they change
them, and the
speed at which
they change
them."

Location

Lakehead University
Orillia, Ontario,

Dr. David Nabarro.

The United Nations special
envoy on Ebola, explaining that
precautions taken by local
residents helped to swiftly cut
the number of new cases of the
disease in West Africa in early
2015.

From Addis Ababa, Ethiopia May 4, 2015
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