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Kenya Cholera Epidemic 
Hits World’s Largest Refugee 
Camp 

A cholera epidemic that has been spreading 
in Kenya for more than a year is threatening 
Dadaab, the world’s largest refugee camp 
complex, situated near the Somalia border, 
with more than 4000,000 residents. More 
than 540 Dadaab residents have been 
infected with cholera, a debilitating and often 
fatal bacterial disease spread by human waste 
in drinking water. Many of the patients are 
children. 
Read More on The New York Times    
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A Call to Halt Fracking Cites Serious 
Health Impacts 

Fracking has many risks and harms including: public health 
impacts, air pollution, water contamination, occupational health 
and safety hazards, radioactive releases, inherent engineering 
problems, impacts from associated infrastructure and climate 
change impacts. 

Read More on concernedhealthny.org     

http://health.nytimes.com/health/guides/disease/cholera/overview.html?inline=nyt-classifier
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/news/international/countriesandterritories/kenya/index.html?inline=nyt-geo
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/news/international/countriesandterritories/somalia/index.html?inline=nyt-geo
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/12/19/world/africa/kenya-cholera-epidemic-hits-worlds-largest-refugee-camp.html?WT.mc_id=SmartBriefs-Newsletter&WT.mc_ev=click
http://concernedhealthny.org/physicians-for-social-responsibility-health-and-science-experts-call-on-obama-surgeon-general-governors-of-maryland-pennsylvania-to-stop-fracking-citing-national-health-impacts-2/
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Family Inclusive Care: 
How Not to Organise It!  

The practice of requiring husbands to come to an antenatal 
appointment for HIV testing may seem to be family inclusive, 
but when it starts to involve a degree of coercion, it has deeply 
problematic consequences, particularly for vulnerable women. 
In Rwanda if a woman cannot come to the first antenatal 
appointment with their husband if he is working or if he is 
unsupportive then she has to get a letter from the Chief of her 
neighborhood. This delays women’s access to care and gives 
power over access to healthcare to unsupportive partners.  
 

Read More on familyincluded.com  
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Three Ways New Toilet Will Help 
Women 

By having to defecate in the open air, especially at night, many 
women and girls run the risk of rape and sexual assault . A new 
waterless toilet soon to be trialed in Africa may not start a 
feminist revolution, but it will go a long way to addressing some 
urgent and practical needs of women and girls. The Nano 
Membrane Toilet, invented at Cranfield University in the United 
Kingdom, has been designed to separate solid waste and urine. 
The solid waste is incinerated to generate heat that powers the 
toilet as well as small appliances, and the urine is filtered into 
potable water.  

Read More on scidev.net  

Global Warming Affects Human Health:  
Will COP21 Deliver 

The debate on emissions and on climate change frequently makes 
reference to the catastrophic impact a warming globe will have on 
our natural environments, biodiversity, rising ocean levels and 
increased droughts. The impact that rising temperatures will have 
on health, such as fighting and controlling communicable diseases, 
malnutrition and famine and air pollution are equally serious. 
Reducing emissions will help to mitigate against the effects of air 
pollution. Both post-industrial economies with a long history of 
high emissions and low- and middle-income countries experiencing 
rapid industrialization now need to act.  

Read More on Devex  

http://familyincluded.com/not-family-inclusive-care-rwanda/
http://www.scidev.net/global/technology/analysis-blog/nano-membrane-toilet-help-women-hygene.html
https://www.devex.com/news/global-health-and-global-warming-how-cop21-can-deliver-87455
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Aftershocks of a Mega Earthquake on 
Occupational Health in Nepal 

On April 25, 2015, at 11:56 NST, an earthquake of 7.8 magnitude 
hit Nepal. This was followed by more than 332 aftershocks with a 
local magnitude of four or greater. More than 8020 people are 
known to have been killed; 16,033 were severely injured; and 
416,359 homes were damaged, leaving tens of thousands of 
people homeless. The accountability of public service sectors 
such as health care, security, and public administration becomes 
even more crucial in times of disaster.  
Read More on annalsofglobalhealth.org 

Soy, Problematic Exotic Fruit in  
Brazil’s Amazon Jungle  
In the northern Brazilian state of Para , the construction of a 
port terminal for shipping soy out of the Amazon region has 
displaced thousands of small farmers from their land, which is 
now dedicated to monoculture. Soy benefits the big producers, 
but it hurts small farmers because the deforestation has 
brought drought. Soy fields also bring a lot of pests and the 
poisons they used to fight them drives the farmers off their 
plantations onto small fields.  
 

Read More on IPS News  

Transportation:  
A Crucial Piece of the Climate Puzzle  

As a necessary element of most economic activities, transportation 
has always been crucial to inclusive growth and poverty eradication. 
As markets expand and cities and countries develop more rapidly 
than ever before, setting things right in the sector is an integral part 
of solving the climate problem. The transport sector represents 23 
percent of total greenhouse gas emissions - second only to the 
energy sector. Moreover, Asia’s speedy growth puts it at the center 
of the climate conundrum, with the continent’s vehicle fleet and 
emissions expected to double by 2024. 

Read More on Devex  
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Watch the Nepal Quake: Terror on Everest Film on cbc  

http://www.annalsofglobalhealth.org/article/S2214-9996(15)01232-1/abstract
http://ipsnews.us4.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=0dd374a7b72cb94380e42953a&id=c086446029&e=8271bd35cf
http://ipsnews.us4.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=0dd374a7b72cb94380e42953a&id=c086446029&e=8271bd35cf
http://www.ipsnews.net/2015/12/soy-an-exotic-fruit-in-brazils-amazon-jungle/
https://www.devex.com/news/transportation-a-crucial-piece-of-the-climate-puzzle-87456
http://www.cbc.ca/passionateeye/episodes/nepal-quake-terror-on-everest?cid=January+6
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A Brief Overview of  
Aboriginal Health in Canada 

Significant health disparities exist between Aboriginal and non-
Aboriginal Canadians. The factors that underlie these health 
disparities and hinder our ability to address them are multi-faceted. 
Prior to European contact, the Indigenous peoples of Canada had 
fully functional systems of health knowledge that were practiced 
within the contexts of their specific ways of knowing and being. 
However, the diseases and conflicts of colonization devastated them 
and their systems of Indigenous health knowledge.  

Read More on nccah.ca   

Who Cares About Climate Change? 
Ninety-seven percent of qualified climate scientists say that the 
Earth is getting hotter and humans are to blame. Yet in the United 
States, at least, large segments of the population continue to think 
that global warming doesn't exist, or that it's part of a natural 
cycle. 

Some blame the media for the disconnect, or the public figures 
who deny climate change. Others say it's because global warming 
is often seen as a distant threat — rather than the cause of 
dramatic storms, rising sea levels and ever-creeping global 
temperatures. 

Watch the Four Minute Video on Vice News    

Climate Change Will Increase Damage 
and Losses in Coastal Communities  

Flooding in coastal communities is nothing new, but in recent 
years what used to be unusual has become a frequent 
occurrence. This is due to a combination of incremental 
climate change factors like sea level rise, hurricane damage 
from which new shoreline position baselines have evolved, and 
man-made influences such as hard structures too close to the 
shore.  

Read More on IPS News     

 

Volume 2, Issue 1 

http://www.nccah-ccnsa.ca/Publications/Lists/Publications/Attachments/101/abororiginal_health_web.pdf
https://news.vice.com/video/who-cares-about-climate-change
http://ipsnews.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0dd374a7b72cb94380e42953a&id=a31011824d&e=8271bd35cf
http://ipsnews.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0dd374a7b72cb94380e42953a&id=a31011824d&e=8271bd35cf
http://www.ipsnews.net/2015/12/climate-change-will-increase-damage-losses-in-coastal-communities/
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DATE CONFERENCE LOCATION REGISTER 

Feb. 

22-24 

27th Ethiopian Public Health Association  

Annual Conference  

Addis Ababa 

Ethiopia  
http://www.etpha.org/ 

Apr. 

9-11 

7th Annual Consortium of Universities for  

Global Health Conference  

San Francisco  

USA 
http://cugh.org/ 

Apr. 

16-17 
Global Health and Innovation Conference  

New Haven 

USA 
https://maestro 

Mar. 

3-5 
Conference on Global Status of Women and Girls  

Virginia  

USA 
http://globalstatusofwomen 

Mar.  

12 

Moving forward together: Advancing  

rehabilitation in a global context  

Montreal 

Canada  
https://www.mcgill.ca 

May. 

13-15 

Peace, Global Health and Sustainability 

(PEGASUS) 

Toronto  

Canada  
http://www.pegasusconference.ca/ 

May. 

17-20 

International Congress on Integrative Medicine 

and Health (ICIMH) 

Las Vegas 

USA 
  https://www.cvent.com/ 

May. 

26-27 
Indigenous Health Conference  

Toronto 

Canada 
  http://www.cpd.utoronto.ca/ 

Nov. 

14-18 

Fourth Global Symposium on Health Systems 

Research  

Vancouver  

Canada  
  http://www.csih.org/en/events/ 

CONNECT WITH 

Planetary Health Weekly 
@PlanetaryWeeky @PlanetaryHealthWeeky Planetary Health Weekly 

 
QUOTE OF THE WEEK 

 

"I have spent real passion ... and most of my time and energy on this 
issue," says Ban Ki-moon, United Nations secretary-general, who put  
climate change at the top of his to-do list nine years ago and recently 
helped the UN achieve a global pact. .   
 
Read More on Associated Press  

http://www.etpha.org/
https://maestro.technolutions.net/uniteforsight/conference
http://globalstatusofwomen-conf.org/
https://www.mcgill.ca/globalhealth/globalrehab
https://www.cvent.com/events/2016-international-congress-on-integrative-medicine-and-health/registration-70c123c930d34d5a92de72ccfde4ff9d.aspx
http://www.cpd.utoronto.ca/indigenoushealth/
http://www.csih.org/en/events/fourth-global-symposium-on-health-systems-research/
https://instagram.com/planetaryhealthweekly/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Planetary-Health-Weekly/842076405858777?fref=ts
https://twitter.com/planetaryweekly
https://twitter.com/planetaryweekly
https://instagram.com/planetaryhealthweekly/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Planetary-Health-Weekly/842076405858777?fref=ts
http://hosted.ap.org/dynamic/stories/U/UN_UNITED_NATIONS_BANS_CLIMATE_QUEST?SITE=AP&SECTION=HOME&TEMPLATE=DEFAULT&CTIME=2015-12-26-22-10-33
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FYI 

 

Learn More about PHM on phmovement.org  

The PHM is a global network bringing together grassroots health activists, civil society organizations and aca-
demic institutions from around the world, particularly from low and middle income countries (L&MIC). PHM 
currently has a presence in around 70 countries. Guided by the People’s Charter for Health (PCH), PHM works 
on various programs and activities and is committed to Comprehensive Primary Health Care and addressing 
the Social, Environmental and Economic Determinants of Health. 
 

Equity, ecologically-sustainable development and peace are at the heart of PHM’s vision of a better world 
- a world in which a healthy life for all is a reality; a world that respects, appreciates and celebrates all life and 
diversity; a world that enables the flowering of people's talents and abilities to enrich each  
other; a world in which people's voices guide the decisions that shape our lives.  
 

The core work of PHM is that of its constituent parts, in particular the country circles and the international net-
works. As a network organization, it provides communication channels and opportunities that link the very 
diverse elements of the larger movement. PHM Global also supports ad hoc policy work and  
campaigning on various issues and topics on the global policy agenda. There has been a continuous flow of 
publications, submissions and statements arising from this kind of policy coordination. PHM Global  
coordinates a number of programs at global and regional levels that integrate the efforts of the country circles 
and global networks such as: 

 People’s Health Assembly (PHA) 

 Global Health Watch (GHW) 

 International People’s Health University (IPHU) 

 The Health for All Campaign (HFAC) 

 Global Health Governance (GHG) 

 

 

To Join the List Serve Operated by Dr. Claudio Schuftan Visit phmovement.org   

http://www.phmovement.org/
http://www.phmovement.org/en/resources/charters/peopleshealth?destination=home
http://phm.phmovement.org/listinfo.cgi/phm-exchange-phmovement.org
http://phm.phmovement.org/listinfo.cgi/phm-exchange-phmovement.org
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Global, Regional and National Levels and Trends in  
Under Five  Mortality Between 1990 and 2015 

The global under five mortality rate has fallen from 90·6 deaths per 1000 livebirths between 1990 and 
2015. Despite substantial progress in reducing child mortality, concerted efforts remain necessary to 
avoid preventable under five deaths in the coming years and to accelerate progress in improving child  
survival further. Urgent actions are needed most in the regions and countries with high under five  
mortality rates, particularly those in sub-Saharan Africa and south Asia. 
 

Read More on The Lancet  
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http://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(15)00120-8/abstract?elsca1=etoc&amp;elsca2=email&amp;elsca3=0140-6736_20151205_386_10010_&amp;elsca4=Public%20Health%7CInfectious%20Diseases%7CHealth%20Policy%7CInternal%2FFamily%20Medicine%7CG


 

Meet The Next Generation Development Professional 

New sources of funding, new actors and new technologies are quickly changing the way we do 
development. They’re also changing the kinds of development professionals that will be in demand to work 
in this complex ecosystem. It is estimated that in ten years, the technology, skills and approaches used by 
development professionals will be significantly different than they are today. Technology and how it can 
influence programming will be essential, and not just for technologists. 
 

Watch the Full Webinar on Devex  

FYI 
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https://www.devex.com/news/meet-the-next-generation-development-professional-87514
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Mining Companies and Host Communities: Experiences Before, 
During and After the Ebola Outbreak in Sierra Leone  

Over the past year, the international community has been producing a considerable amount of research 
stemming from the West African Ebola Outbreak.  While there have been numerous articles and reports 
discussing the role of mining companies in this complex situation, the voice of mining-affected communities 
has not been strong.  One research used interviews to understand the experiences of four mining host 
communities in Sierra Leone, and consider how well-being of similar communities could be improved 
moving into the future. 

This report takes advantage of a unique research opportunity to present information on four mining host 
communities in Sierra Leone gathered through interviews conducted at three time points: before the 
outbreak, during the height of the outbreak, and near the end of the outbreak.  The report focuses on the 
major challenges faced by the communities during the crisis, and how the outbreak affected the relationship 
between the mining companies and the host communities. The report provides key lessons learned, as well 
as recommendations for extractive companies working in similar settings. 

Read the Report on habitatcorp.com   
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http://www.habitatcorp.com/ebola-report
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This Newsletter is FREE.  
Planetary Health Weekly is an e-newsletter published in collaboration with the  
Planetary Health Commission at Ryerson University in Toronto, Canada  
To Subscribe/Unsubscribe: planetaryhealth.ca/weekly 

Programs designed to transcend 
disciplinary boundaries to find lasting 
solutions to social issues. 

 
Child & Youth Care 
Disability Studies 
Early Childhood Studies 
Midwifery 
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Nutrition 
Occupational & Public Health 
Social Work 
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WE WISH ALL READERS OF THE PLANETARY HEALTH WEEKLY A VERY HAPPY NEW YEAR, 
ONE IN WHICH WE ALL KEEP WORKING FOR A BETTER WORLD 
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