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Nearly One Quarter of Global Deaths 
Environmentally Linked 

A new World Health Organization study estimates nearly one 
quarter of all annual global deaths - 12.6 million yearly - are from 
unhealthy environmental causes.  Stroke, heart diseases, cancers and 
chronic respiratory disease amount to nearly two-thirds of the total 
deaths caused by unhealthy environments. It would be far more cost 
effective to spend less money on treatment and more on prevention. 

Read More on Voice of America    

Many Women Around the 
World Leave Health 
Facilities Too Soon After 
Giving Birth 
A substantial proportion of women in 
countries around the world do not stay in 
health facilities for long enough after giving 
birth, which could result in them receiving 
inadequate postnatal care. Short stays can 
mean there is insufficient time to conduct 
checks and detect diagnose, or treat 
complications in mothers and newborns.   

Read More on ScienceDaily   
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Read Also on St. Michael’s  

Cigarettes are Replacing the Traditional 
Bidis - 36% Rise in Male Smokers  
in India 
Anti-smoking scrolls during movies and television don't seem to 
have enlightened Indians enough on the ill-effects of tobacco as 
the number of men smoking tobacco in India rose by more than 
one-third in the last 17 years. Health experts are hence asking 
the Indian government to impose higher taxes on tobacco. 
Moreover, Indians have replaced the traditional bidi-the 
smaller, inexpensive Indian cigarette- for cigarettes. 

Read More on Times of India  

New Math Model for Ebola  
May Help Save Lives 

Ebola is a serious, often fatal, virus. According to the Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention, the West African Ebola 
outbreak in 2014 was responsible for over 11,000 deaths. 
There continues to be no effective way to produce vaccine or 
drug therapies for emerging diseases such as Ebola; new 
outbreaks are a constant concern for the world’s health 
authorities. A new mathematical model developed at Ryerson 
University examining the 2014 Ebola outbreak may help to 
significantly improve survival rates for this and other similarly 
spread diseases.  

Read More on Ryerson    

Reducing Pediatric HIV Infection Rates  
in Africa 
Mother-to-child transmission of the human immunodeficiency virus 
(HIV), which causes AIDS, is still a major problem in resource-limited, 
rural areas of the world where health care providers are scarce. Major 
improvements can be made, however, even under the most 
impoverished and discouraging circumstances, when a family-focused 
and integrated package of services is implemented. For example, HIV 
infection and death rates have remained stubbornly high in Nigeria. 
However, only two out of every ten Nigerians who are living with HIV 
have access to treatment. 

Read More on Science Daily   

http://www.stmichaelshospital.com/media/detail.php?source=hospital_news%2F2016%2F0226
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/home/science/Cigarettes-are-replacing-the-traditional-bidis-36-rise-in-male-smokers-in-India/articleshow/51175099.cms
http://www.cdc.gov/vhf/ebola/outbreaks/2014-west-africa/case-counts.html
http://www.cdc.gov/vhf/ebola/outbreaks/2014-west-africa/case-counts.html
http://www.ryerson.ca/news/news/Research_News/20160303-new-math-model-for-ebola-may-help-save-lives.html
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2016/03/160309125423.htm?utm_source=mailoutinteractive&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=MNCH%20Newsletter%2031st%20Issue
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US States Team Up to Nail Big Oil  
for Climate 'Fraud' 

Some of the world's largest oil firms face a high-powered U.S. legal 
effort to investigate them for long knowing, and hiding, the link 
between burning fossil fuels and destructive climate change. 

If the oil giants lose, their total liabilities could run into the billions 
or even trillions of dollars, according to some legal experts, and 
Canadian energy firms may not be immune. 

Flanked by Al Gore, five U.S. state attorneys generals  joined New 
York's legal battle against alleged climate denial by big oil 
companies, such as ExxonMobil.  

Read More on The TYEE  

Fish kill in Florida:  
'Heartbreaking Images' Seen for Miles 

Florida may be the fishing capital of the world, but you'd never 
know it from the latest scenes around the state's Indian River 
Lagoon.  Usually idyllic beaches, waterways and estuaries near 
the massive, biodiverse ecosystem along central Florida's 
Atlantic coast are now littered with scores of dead, rotting fish. 
An estimated hundreds of thousands of them are floating belly 
up in brackish, polluted water as far as the eye can see. The 
heartbreaking images can be seen for miles all up and down 
the coast, and it could get worse before it gets better. 
 
Read More on CNN  

The Philippines Leading the Way In  
the Climate Fight 

The Philippines is one of the world's most vulnerable countries to 
climate disasters. With more than 7,100 islands and an estimated 
36,298 kilometers of coastline, more than 60 percent of the Filipino 
population resides within the coastal zone and are acutely impacted 
by climate change. Dangers include food and fresh water scarcity, 
damage to infrastructure and devastating sea-level rise. However, 
with an innate understanding of the acute impacts of climate change, 
the Philippines is one of the world's strongest voices leading the 
global movement, combatting the problem and ultimately setting an 
example in adapting to climate change.  
Read More on The Climate Reality Project   
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http://thetyee.ca/News/2016/03/30/US-AGs-Investigate-Climate-Fraud/
http://www.cnn.com/2016/03/25/us/florida-fish-kill/?iid=ob_homepage_showcase_pool-test&iref=obnetwork
https://www.climaterealityproject.org/blog/how-climate-change-affecting-philippines
https://www.climaterealityproject.org/blog/how-climate-change-affecting-philippines
https://www.climaterealityproject.org/blog/philippines-leading-way-global-fight-combat-climate-change?utm_source=email-Philippines-wrap&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=CRinPH
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Do International NGOs Still Have  
the Right to Exist? 
It’s highly unlikely that corporate bosses regularly ask 
themselves if their businesses have a right to exist. Their goal 
is to sell stuff and make a profit. But if your goal is to alleviate 
poverty and human suffering – in the face of statistics showing 
mixed outcomes – is this, in fact, the most important question 
an International NGO can ask of themselves?  

 If devolving power is what’s needed, it’s one thing to 
acknowledge it. But as with many things, by far the biggest 
challenge will be in the execution.  

Read More on the Guardian   

SPOTLIGHT ON INDIGENOUS HEALTH 
Poverty and Inequality Fueling Suicide 
Crisis, First Nations Leader Says 
Two communities in crisis in two provinces serve as a stark 
reminder that suicide, especially among indigenous youth, 
remains an enormous problem across the country. But without 
first addressing poverty, the problem will continue, says a 
Manitoba First Nations leader. 
In the Northern Manitoba community of Cross Lake, the Cree 
government of Pimicikamak recently declared a state of 
emergency after five people killed themselves since Christmas. 
 
Read More on cbc   

Pope Francis Sees Links Between 
Exploiting the Planet and Exploiting People 
Since Pope Francis took office three years ago, the Vatican has had a 
lot to say about the most wretched inhabitants of the earth, and not 
just in vague platitudes. It has singled out a handful of global woes 
for attention, notably climate change, people-trafficking and slavery. 
Environmental degradation isn't the only cause of forced migration, 
but it is certainly a contributing factor. In Africa, for example, 
desertification sharpens local conflicts, as well as ruining 
livelihoods, and this forces people to flee. Slavery doesn't always 
involve moving people long distances under duress, but it often 
does.  

Read More on the Economist   

http://www.theguardian.com/global-development-professionals-network/2016/mar/13/do-international-ngos-still-have-the-right-to-exist
http://www.cbc.ca/news/aboriginal/poverty-inequality-fueling-suicide-crisis-1.3487028
http://www.economist.com/blogs/erasmus/2016/03/catholicism-ecology-and-slavery?cid1=cust/noenew/n/n/n/20160321n/owned/n/n/nwl/n/n/NA/email
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CONNECT WITH 

Planetary Health Weekly 
@PlanetaryWeeky @PlanetaryHealthWeeky Planetary Health Weekly 

 QUOTE OF THE WEEK 
"Not only did we have a strong El Niño this year, but it was surging on 
top of a global warming trend. The two things combined gave us an 
impressively hot year. Global warming builds over decades; you don't 
see the full consequence of today's emissions until several decades 
into the future. We're already steering the ship and we should slow it 
down." 

Michael Oppenheimer a professor of geosciences at Princeton University.  

  

WEEKLYBULLETIN 

DATE CONFERENCE LOCATION REGISTER 

Apr. 

8-9 

Planetary Health Conference: Global Health and 

Ecological Wellness  

Toronto  

Canada  
http://ryerson.ca/fcs/conferences/ 

Apr. 

9-11 

7th Annual Consortium of Universities for  

Global Health Conference  

San Francisco  

USA 
http://cugh.org/ 

Apr. 

16-17 
Global Health and Innovation Conference  

New Haven 

USA 
https://maestro 

May 

11-13 

Interdisciplinary Thinking and Planning: 

Sharing Good Practice and Learning New Ways 

of Doing 

Prague 

Czech Republic 
http://www.inter-disciplinary.net/ 

May 

13 

Integrative Health Institute (IHI) Inaugural  

Conference 

Edmonton  

Canada  
https://uofa.ualberta.ca/ 

May 

13-15 

Peace, Global Health and Sustainability 

(PEGASUS) 

Toronto  

Canada  
http://www.pegasusconference.ca/ 

May 

17-20 

International Congress on Integrative Medicine 

and Health (ICIMH) 

Las Vegas 

USA 
  https://www.cvent.com/ 

May 

26-27 
Indigenous Health Conference  

Toronto 

Canada 
  http://www.cpd.utoronto.ca/ 

Jul. 

8-9 
2016 Summer Global Nursing Symposium  

Los Angeles 

USA 
 http://www.uofriverside.com/ 

Nov. 

21-24 
9th Global Conference on Health Promotion   

Shanghai 

China 
http://www.who.int/healthpromotion 

https://instagram.com/planetaryhealthweekly/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Planetary-Health-Weekly/842076405858777?fref=ts
https://twitter.com/planetaryweekly
https://twitter.com/planetaryweekly
https://instagram.com/planetaryhealthweekly/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Planetary-Health-Weekly/842076405858777?fref=ts
http://ryerson.ca/fcs/conferences/planetary-health/
https://maestro.technolutions.net/uniteforsight/conference
http://www.inter-disciplinary.net/research/interdisciplinarity/interdisciplinary-thinking-and-planning/call-for-presentations/
https://www.cvent.com/events/2016-international-congress-on-integrative-medicine-and-health/registration-70c123c930d34d5a92de72ccfde4ff9d.aspx
http://www.cpd.utoronto.ca/indigenoushealth/
http://www.uofriverside.com/conferences/global-nursing-symposium/2016-summer-global-nursing-symposium/
http://www.who.int/healthpromotion/conferences/9gchp/en/
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FYI 

Springtime Means Mosquitoes and Zika Unpreparedness Looms 
 

When Congress left town before Easter for its spring break, it did so just having refused to take a vote on 
President Barack Obama’s request for $1.9 billion in special funds to fight the Zika virus. On March 22, House 
Speaker Paul Ryan told reporters, “There is plenty of money in the pipeline right now, money that is not going 
to Ebola, that was already in the pipeline, that can go immediately to Zika” and that could be “reprogrammed,” 
as he put it. 

But as the American South warms and mosquitoes swarm out of hibernation, political leaders will discover the 
folly in failing to front-load Zika control funds. Playing catch-up with mosquitoes is a losing game for humanity: 
ask the Brazilians, who have thrown every anti-insect weapon that can be imagined, from a range of pesticides 
to genetically modified mosquitoes, into their Zika arsenal. 

Moreover, what Congress fails to recognize is that most aspects of public health, especially insect control, have 
long been the responsibilities of states, which, in turn, typically throw the onus down the line to the county or 
municipal levels. In the absence of federal support, localities are typically hard-pressed to maintain serious 
mosquito-control programs and year-to-year budgets, allowing loss of civil service expertise over time. 

Read More on Foreign Policy    

http://foreignpolicy.com/2016/03/29/springtime-in-d-c-means-mosquitoes-and-zika-obama-funding/
http://www.statnews.com/2016/03/23/congress-spring-break-zika/
http://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-zika-ryan-idUSKCN0WO253
http://foreignpolicy.com/2016/03/29/springtime-in-d-c-means-mosquitoes-and-zika-obama-funding/?utm_source=Sailthru&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=New%20Campaign&utm_term=Flashpoints
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Chronicler of Rivers Goes to Nepal, and Picks Bagmati  
for His New Project  

Alberto Rey Born was born in Havana in 1960. His paintings can be found in over 20 museum collections and 
have been in around 200 exhibitions. 

He is currently working on his ‘Biological Regionalism Series’, under which he aims to use traditional and 
contemporary media such as video, sound, paintings, drawings, informational plaques, water samples, and 
water data to create thoughtful, aesthetically engaging installations. His next installation is going to be about 
the Bagmati. When he introduced himself, he told us he was also a ‘fly fishing guide’. 
Read More on onlinekhabar.com  

  

http://english.onlinekhabar.com/2016/03/27/373506
http://english.onlinekhabar.com/2016/03/27/373506


 

PAGE | 8 Volume 2, Issue 14 

FYI 

First Nations Child & Family Caring Society of Canada 
 

The First Nations Child & Family Caring Society of Canada (the Caring Society) was developed at a national 
meeting of First Nations child and family service agencies (FNCFSA), held at the Squamish First Nation in 1998. 
Meeting delegates agreed that a national non-profit organization was required to provide research, policy, 
professional development and networking support to support FNCFSA in caring for First Nations 
children, youth and families. An interim board was elected and the plan was approved at a second national 
meeting held at Kingsclear First Nation. 

Using a reconciliation framework that respectfully engages First Nation and non-Aboriginal peoples, the Caring 
Society provides high quality resources to support First Nations communities to empower children, youth and 
families. The award-winning Caring Society is proud to work with its partners in Canada and around the world 
to promote the rights of Indigenous children, youth and families. 

Read More on fncaringsociety.com    

https://fncaringsociety.com/who-we-are
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Academic Skills ‘Highly Transferable’ to Workplace 
 

If you’re like many post-secondary students, you don’t give yourself enough credit for the valuable skills you’re 
developing just by attending lectures, completing your assignments and communicating with classmates and 
professors. 

“A lot of students come to our resume  writing workshop and say they don’t have any skills or experience to put 
on their resume  because they’ve never worked, but that’s simply not true,” says Dianne Twombly, manager of 
career development at Toronto's York University. 

Many of the skills they’ve developed as students are “highly transferable” to the workplace, she assures. “That’s 
good news for students because they often think they have to take care of all their school stuff and then start 
the career piece but the two are very integrated.” 

These skills include: 

 Communication 

 The ability to manage information 

 The ability to manage numbers 

 The ability to think and solve problems 

 

Read More on  Toronto Sun  

   

FYI 

http://www.torontosun.com/2016/03/28/academic-skills-highly-transferable-to-workplace?platform=hootsuite
http://www.torontosun.com/2016/03/28/academic-skills-highly-transferable-to-workplace?platform=hootsuite
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For More Information Visit summerschoolghent.com  

http://summerschoolghent.com/


 

FYI 

http://ryerson.ca/fcs/conferences/planetary-health/ 

PAGE | 11 April 7, 2016 

http://ryerson.ca/fcs/conferences/planetary-health/


 

CONTACTUS 

This Newsletter is FREE.  
Planetary Health Weekly is an e-newsletter published in collaboration with the  
Planetary Health Commission at Ryerson University in Toronto, Canada  
To Subscribe/Unsubscribe: planetaryhealth.ca/weekly 

Programs designed to transcend 
disciplinary boundaries to find lasting 
solutions to social issues. 

 
Child & Youth Care 
Disability Studies 
Early Childhood Studies 
Midwifery 
Nursing 
Nutrition 
Occupational & Public Health 
Social Work 
Urban & Regional Planning 

@PlanetaryWeekly 

Planetary Health Weekly @PlanetaryHealthWeekly 

planetaryhealthweekly@gmail.com 

350 Victoria St. 
Toronto, ON 
M5B 2K3 Discover planetaryhealth.ca 

Publisher and Editor: Dr. David Zakus 
dzakus@ryerson.ca 

 

Production: Anna Oda  

One of the slides shown by Cindy Blackstock, Executive Director of the First Nation Child and Family 

Caring Society, on March 31, 2016 at a presentation at Ryerson University.  She, with the backing of the 

Assembly of First Nations, launched a human rights complaint against the Government of Canada in 2007 

for its on-reserve child welfare programs.  After repeated wins in the courts which were appealed by the 

Canadian Government, on January 26, 2016 the Canadian Human Rights Tribunal ended the case by 

ruling that the federal government discriminates against First Nation children on reserves by failing to 

provide the same level of child welfare services that exist elsewhere and it ordered a complete overhaul 

of the services.  Read More on aptn  

http://planetaryhealth.ca/weekly/
http://ow.ly/Qcah7
https://instagram.com/planetaryhealthweekly/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Planetary-Health-Weekly/842076405858777?fref=ts
https://twitter.com/planetaryweekly
https://twitter.com/planetaryweekly
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Planetary-Health-Weekly/842076405858777?fref=ts
http://instagram.com/planetaryhealthweekly/
mailto:planetaryhealthweekly@gmail.com?subject=PHWeekly%20Newsletter
http://planetaryhealth.ca/
http://aptn.ca/news/2016/01/26/cindy-blackstock-ottawa-believed-first-nations-children-were-not-worth-the-money/

