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Access to Medicines:
India’s Strides Since
Independence
India’s journey in healthcare began with
immense challenges. However, innovative
policy and legal reforms in between 1955 and
1975 resulted in India becoming a pioneer
among developing countries in promoting
indigenous manufacturing and technological
capability in pharma products. This benefited
millions of patients in developing countries
by providing a source of affordable generic
medicines.
Read More on Express Healthcare
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Hope Floats for Scientists Studying
Pacific Coral Reefs
These are not fun times to be a coral-reef researcher. Like so much
of environmental science, the field can be a dismal one, often
devoted to documenting decline. There are mass die-offs, worldwide
bleaching events, plagues of sea stars, the ominous “warm blob,” the
“godzilla” El Nino and devastating oil slicks. Not to mention the everlooming threat of climate change. However, there is still hope and
many fascinating new discoveries.
Read More on The Star
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Averting Catastrophe in Ethiopia?
El Nino-induced weather extremes are wreaking havoc on livelihoods,
food and water systems across Ethiopia. While the situation has yet to
escalate into a full-blown famine, the current drought is considered
worse than that which contributed to the devastating 1984 Ethiopian
famine, which — together with human rights abuses — killed roughly
half a million people. This is a crisis. There’s no question, and it’s going
to be a big challenge. The U.S. Agency for International
Development has deployed a disaster response team to Ethiopia,
where there is a “crucial window of time” to avert the worst impacts of
a drought, according to the agency’s disaster chief.
Read More on Devex
Read Also on CBC

WHO Sees Scientific Consensus on
Zika as Cause for Disorders
The WHO in February declared the Zika outbreak an
international health emergency, citing a strongly suspected"
relationship between Zika infection in pregnancy and
microcephaly. Researchers around the world are now
convinced the Zika virus can cause the birth defect
microcephaly as well as Guillain-Barre syndrome. The
statement represented the U.N. health agency's strongest
language to date on the connection between the mosquitoborne virus and the two maladies.
Read More on Reuters
Read Also on NEJM

How a Female Chief in Malawi is
Effectively Putting an End to Child
Marriages and Sexually Abusive
Traditions
Malawi ranks 8th out of 20 countries with the highest childmarriage rates in the world. According to a United Nations
survey, more than half of Malawi’s girls are married before the
age of 18. This comes as no surprise as the country only
recently, in 2015, passed a legislation which changed the legal
marriage age from 15 to 18 years.
Read More on Ventures
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Massive Algae Bloom Kills
23 Million Salmon in Chile
El Nino has helped spur a massive algae bloom responsible for the
deaths of 23 million salmon in Chile. The perrenial Pacific
phenomenon, which has been one of the strongest on record this past
season, is marked by higher-than-normal water temperatures that
has helped trigger a toxic bloom. Oceana, an environmental group in
Chile, says the problem has been made worse by nitrate-rich runoff
from livestock from nearby land around the salmon farms, which are
typically offshore or in estuaries. It's another blow to the Chilean
salmon industry, whose efforts to treat a rampant bacterial infection
with antibiotics have cost it some U.S. markets.
Read More on The Weather Network

Somalia: President Calls for
Humanitarian Aid as Drought
Hits the Country
The president of the federal republic of Somalia has called for
immediate humanitarian aid as drought hits the warrecovering horn of Africa country. The president has urged the
international aid agencies and world community at large to
respond to the needs of those affected by the drought and lack
of water in Somalia. The situation in Somalia is now critical,
and without sufficient response from the international
community it could develop into a new humanitarian crisis.
Read More on All Africa

Five Ways that Cities are Acting on
Climate Change
Cities of all sizes on every continent aren’t waiting for the Paris
Agreement to take effect to take action. They’re already making
leaps and bounds towards a sustainable future and improving the
lives of their residents in the process.
The following are some of the strategies cities are using:


Embracing Renewable Energy Sources



Divesting from Fossil Fuels



Investing in Public Transit

Read More on Climate Reality Project
April 14, 2016
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Sea Level Rise Could Put 13m Americans
at Risk of Flooding by 2100
Sea level rise of 1.8m could inundate the homes of 13.1 million
people by 2100, while an 0.9m increase threatens 4.2 million people.
More than one third of the US population lives in a city or county on
the coast. In 2010, that amounted to around 123 million people.
That’s expected to increase to 134 million by 2020 and rise further
in the coming decades. With more and more people living in coastal
areas, there are more lives, homes and businesses at risk when
coastal flooding hits. At the same time, as sea levels rise because of
climate change, the risk of coastal areas being inundated by floods
also goes up.
Read More on CarbonBrief

Shrinking of Forest Carbon Sink Under
Climate Change May Be Less Than
Anticipated
The world’s forests take up around a third of human-caused
CO2 emissions, playing a critical role in helping to moderate
climate change. But as temperatures rise, scientists are
concerned the delicate balance of how trees use CO2 could be
upset, potentially reducing their capacity to buffer rising CO2
levels. A new Nature study suggests that trees are able to adapt
to rising temperatures better than previously thought. But it’s
only partially good news, the researchers say, as warmer
conditions will still see the buffering effect from trees reduced.
Read More on CarbonBrief

SPOTLIGHT ON INDIGENOUS HEALTH
Teaching Healthy Habits: Kids' Wellness
Program to Be Expanded Across Rural
and Northern Canada Through FederalPrivate Sector Partnership
More children and youth in remote communities will benefit from
a program aimed at improving physical activity, nutrition and
mental health. The Public Health Agency of Canada is investing
$2.4 million in this program. This is one of many partnership
projects under the Government of Canada's Multi-sectoral
Partnerships to Promote Healthy Living and Prevent Chronic
Disease program that helps kids lead active and healthy lives.
Read More on CNW
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WEEKLYBULLETIN
QUOTE OF THE WEEK
“Canada and the U.S. are committed to collaborating with indigenous
and Arctic governments, leaders and communities to more broadly
and respectfully include indigenous science and traditional
knowledge into decision making, including in environmental
assessments, resource management, and advancing our
understanding of climate change and how best to manage its effects.”
U.S.-Canada Joint Statement on Climate, Energy and Arctic Leadership
issued March 24, 2016.

EVENTSTABLE
DATE

CONFERENCE

LOCATION

Apr.
16-17

Global Health and Innovation Conference

May
11-13

Interdisciplinary Thinking and Planning:
Sharing Good Practice and Learning New Ways
of Doing

May
13

Integrative Health Institute (IHI) Inaugural
Conference

May
13-15

Peace, Global Health and Sustainability
(PEGASUS)

May
17-20

International Congress on Integrative Medicine
and Health (ICIMH)

May
26-27

Indigenous Health Conference

Jul.
8-9
Nov.
21-24

2016 Summer Global Nursing Symposium

9th Global Conference on Health Promotion

@PlanetaryWeeky
April 14, 2016

@PlanetaryHealthWeeky

New Haven
USA

REGISTER
https://maestro

Prague
http://www.inter-disciplinary.net/
Czech Republic
Edmonton
Canada
Toronto
Canada
Las Vegas
USA

https://uofa.ualberta.ca/

http://www.pegasusconference.ca/

https://www.cvent.com/

Toronto
Canada

http://www.cpd.utoronto.ca/

Los Angeles
USA

http://www.uofriverside.com/

Shanghai
China

Planetary Health Weekly

http://www.who.int/healthpromotion

CONNECT WITH
Planetary Health Weekly
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Short Answers to Hard Questions About Climate Change
Find out the most common questions and answers on climate change:
1. How much is the planet heating up?
2. How much trouble are we in?
3. Is there anything I can do?
4. What’s the optimistic scenario?
5. Will reducing meat in my diet help the climate?
6. What’s the worst-case scenario?

7. Will a tech breakthrough help us?
8. How much will the seas rise?
Read More on NY Times
PAGE | 6
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The Bewildering Language of Online Learning
What constitutes an online or blended course. The following table was widely adopted as establishing the
definitions for these terms.
Proportion of Content
Delivered Online

Type of Course

0%

Traditional

1 to 29%

Web Facilitated

Typical Description
Classroom-based teaching with assignments and
activities which students pursue independently of each
other.
Web resources and technologies are used to facilitate
what is essentially a face-to-face course. May use
webpages and course management systems (CMS) to
post syllabuses, readings and assignments.

30-79%

Blended / Hybrid

Course blends online and face-to-face delivery.
Substantial parts of the content are delivered online and
discussions, team projects and activities and web safaris
are used for learning. The number of face-to-face sessions is decreased as the volume of online activity

80+%

Online

A course where all, or almost all, of the content is
delivered online with no or a very small number of faceto-face meetings.

Read More on Tech Online
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China’s Thirst Threat
When identifying threats to Himalayan ecosystems, China stands out. For years, the People’s Republic has been
engaged in frenzied damming of rivers and unbridled exploitation of mineral wealth on the resource-rich
Tibetan Plateau. Now it is ramping up efforts to spur its bottled-water industry – the world’s largest and fastestgrowing – to siphon off glacier water in the region.
Nearly three-quarters of the 18,000 high-altitude glaciers in the Great Himalayas are in Tibet, with the rest in
India and its immediate neighborhood. The Tibetan glaciers, along with numerous mountain springs and lakes,
supply water to Asia’s great rivers, from the Mekong and the Yangtze to the Indus and the Yellow. In fact, the
Tibetan Plateau is the starting point of almost all of Asia’s major river systems.
Read More on Project Syndicate
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Why Pandemics Are Our Own Fault
The 19th-century German doctor and politician Rudolf Virchow said: ''Medicine is a social science, and politics
is nothing else but medicine on a large scale.'' Too often, politics is medical malpractice on a gigantic scale.
The cooperation of governments in spreading diseases must be noted. For example, Italy suppressed news of a
cholera outbreak in 1911, just before the 50th anniversary celebrations of the country's unification. Spanish
influenza got its name because only Spain, a neutral country, reported cases of the new flu. The combatants in
its civil war censored all reports; the Americans rushed more troops to Europe in crowded conditions that
ensured still more cases. Recently governments have done the same thing: Indonesia refused to report human
H5N1 cases for a long time; China was silent on SARS for months (and is now reticent about H7N9 bird flu); and
Saudi Arabia has released almost no data on Middle East respiratory syndrome, which tends to spread in Saudi
hospitals. Even the World Health Organization was reluctant to mention Ebola at first, fearing the economic
impact on West Africa's economies.
Read More on The TYEE
April 14, 2016
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Where Does the World’s Food Grow?
Developing countries are home to roughly 80 percent of the world’s population, 98 percent of humanity’s
hungry people, and 78 percent of harvested croplands. Their farming systems have an essential role to play in
addressing global food needs, ending extreme poverty, tackling climate change, protecting biodiversity,
safeguarding water systems, and many other crucial challenges. But agriculture itself is a complex and vibrant
sector, characterized by huge diversity. Therefore analysts and practitioners working on these big picture
global issues can all benefit from a basic understanding of what the global distribution of crops actually looks
like.
Harvested areas and crop mixes are continuing to evolve in distinct patterns around the globe. As the world
confronts a new generation of economic, social, and environmental challenges, we must pay close attention to
the shifting contours of where food actually grows.
Read More on Brookings
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Maude Barlow sharing interesting information and concluding that we need much more information and
education in Canada about the precarious situation of water globally and related growing threats to our
well-being in Canada; and Stephen Lewis later exhorted us: that if we pursue our passions we will
succeed in finding ways to fulfillment.
Planetary Health Conference Stephen Lewis Conversation, April 8, 2016, Ryerson University, Toronto.
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