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Diagnosis: Poverty
The link between income and health is well
established. A study showed that if everyone
in Canada lived in a higher-income
neighbourhood, men, on average, could
expect to live 3.8 years longer than they
currently do. Men in low-income
neighbourhoods die 11.3 years sooner than
their counterparts in the better-off parts of
town. Being poor can actually shorten your
life. Poverty tools are helping doctors
recognize that reducing the health risks of
poverty often requires non-medical
interventions.
Read More on UCObserver
Read Also on Manitoba
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San Francisco Adopts Law Requiring Solar
Panels on All New Buildings
San Francisco has a target to source 100% of its electricity from
renewable sources by 2020 and has emerged as one of the US’s
leading clean tech hubs with a raft of Silicon Valley investors and
entrepreneurs backing a host of green technology start-ups in the
region. San Francisco has passed landmark legislation requiring all
new buildings under ten storeys in height to be fitted with rooftop
solar panels. Smaller Californian cities already have similar laws in
place, but San Francisco is the first large city to adopt the new
standard.
Read More on The Guardian
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Colombia Reports First Cases of
Microcephaly Linked to Zika Virus
Colombian health officials said that they have discovered two cases of
microcephaly linked to the Zika virus, the first to be confirmed in the
country since the infection began to spread there late last year. But
officials said that they did not expect the birth defects to reach the
scale seen in neighboring Brazil, which has had more than 1,000 cases
of microcephaly, a disorder that causes infants to be born with
unusually small heads.
In addition to Zika, the country has also been combating a wave of
related infectious diseases, which include dengue, yellow fever and
chikungunya.
Read More on The New York Times

Marlboro Boys: Indonesia's Youngest
Light Up
More than 70 percent of Indonesian men smoke. So do more
than 40 percent of 13- to 15-year old boys. And then there are
the legions of even younger smokers. Despite recent bans on
smoking in public places and prohibitions on cigarette ads,
public-health activists describe Indonesia as a "playground"
for big tobacco companies like Philip Morris, which makes the
country's No. 2 cigarette as well as the ubiquitous brand
evoked by Michelle Siu's photos of the kids she calls "Marlboro
boys."
Read More on EIN News

A Vaccine Scandal in China
Causes An Outcry
China has been using millions of doses of outdated or
improperly stored vaccines for diseases not covered by their
mandatory programme. The vaccine scandal first came to light a
year ago when police in Shandong, an eastern province, arrested
a pharmacist and her daughter. Allegedly, they had been buying
vaccines that were out of date or about to expire and selling
them to hospitals and clinics across the country. At first, the
government’s reaction was sluggish to non-existent. The story
did not come to widespread notice until March, when a website
called The Paper began looking into the case, and the police
finally made public what had been going on.
Read More on The Economist
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Site C Hydro Proposal in British Columbia
Is a Climate-Change Disaster
David Suzuki joined Grand Chief Stewart Phillip, head of the Union of
B.C. Indian Chiefs, at a news conference on the steps of B.C. Supreme
Court just before the latest battle over the Site C hydroelectric project
began inside. BC Hydro is seeking an injunction to prevent protesters
at the Rocky Mountain Fort camp from "physically interfering" with
the construction of Site C. The B.C. government approved the $8.3billion dam in late 2014. If completed, Site C would flood about 83
square kilometres of the Peace River valley near Hudson's Hope,
much of it fertile land, and generate enough electricity to power
450,000 homes.
Read More on The TYEE

Dangerous Work for “Crap Money”:
The Dark Side of Recycling
Recycling may be good for the environment, but working
conditions in the industry can be woeful. The recycling
economy encompasses a wide range of businesses, from tiny
drop-off centers in strip malls to sprawling scrap yards and
cavernous sorting plants. The industry also includes
collection services, composting plants, and e-waste and oil
recovery centers. Some of the jobs at these facilities are
among the most dangerous in America. Others offer meager
pay, and wage violations are widespread. Experts say much
of the work is carried out by immigrants or temporary
workers who are poorly trained and unaware of their rights.
Read More on IEN News

World’s Largest Coal Producer, Peabody
Energy, Files for Bankruptcy as New
Clean Industrial Era Gathers Pace
Leading global coal producer Peabody Energy Corp filed for U.S.
bankruptcy protection after a sharp drop in coal prices left it
unable to service debt of $10.1 billion, much of it incurred for an
expansion into Australia. As metallurgical coal demand fell,
particularly in China, Peabody's financial woes intensified. Unlike
most large corporate bankruptcies, Peabody's filing did not sketch
out a plan for cutting debt.
Read More on Reuters
Read Also on Carbon Tracker
April 28, 2016
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UK Solar Generation Tops Coal for The
First Time
The UK’s solar panels have generated more electricity than coal in a
full day for the first time ever. Solar and other renewables combined
to become the UK’s second largest source of electricity last year,
overtaking coal in the process. Within that, wind and biomass are
the largest sources of renewable power. Solar output had already
started regularly topping coal during the middle of the day. And it
has yet to overtake coal across a full week, month or year.
Nonetheless, this first for solar does reflect the major shifts going on
in the UK electricity system.
Read More on CarbonBrief
Read Also on The Guardian

Investors Tell Major Food
Chains to Cut Antibiotics Out of Meat
A pool of investors who manage a collective $1 trillion want
major restaurant chains to lay out their plans for pulling
antibiotics out of their meat supply. The Farm Animal
Investment Risk & Return (FAIRR), an initiative of Coller
Capital that combines 53 other investment groups, announced
they’ve sent letters to some of the biggest restaurant chains in
the U.S. and the U.K. The chains include McDonald’s, Wendy’s,
Domino’s, Chili’s, Olive Garden, Burger King, Tim Hortons, KFC,
Pizza Hut and Taco Bell, among others. Several of these
companies said they have already begun to develop policies for
tackling antibiotic use.
Read More on healthline

SPOTLIGHT ON INDIGENOUS HEALTH
Indigenizing the Academy
What are some universities doing to weave indigenous
peoples, cultures and knowledge into the fabric of their
campuses?
Indigenizing the academy is really about transforming the
university at its very core. It’s about recentring indigenous world
views as a starting point for that transformation and it’s a process
of institutional decolonization. Probably the most complex, and
contentious, aspect of indigenization is what it means for
curricula, pedagogy and research.
Read More on University Affairs
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WEEKLYBULLETIN
QUOTE OF THE WEEK
“Desertification acts as the trigger, and climate change acts as an
amplifier of the political challenges we are witnessing today:
economic migrants, interethnic conflicts and extremism.”
Monique Barbut, head of the U.N. Convention to Combat Desertification.
Read More on The New York Times

EVENTSTABLE
DATE

CONFERENCE

May
11-13

Interdisciplinary Thinking and Planning:
Sharing Good Practice and Learning New Ways
of Doing

May
13

LOCATION

Integrative Health Institute (IHI) Inaugural
Conference

May
13-15

Peace, Global Health and Sustainability
(PEGASUS)

May
17-20

International Congress on Integrative Medicine
and Health (ICIMH)

May
26-27

Indigenous Health Conference

Jul.
8-9

2016 Summer Global Nursing Symposium

REGISTER

Prague
http://www.inter-disciplinary.net/
Czech Republic

Edmonton
Canada
Toronto
Canada
Las Vegas
USA

https://uofa.ualberta.ca/

http://www.pegasusconference.ca/

https://www.cvent.com/

Toronto
Canada

http://www.cpd.utoronto.ca/

Los Angeles
USA

http://www.uofriverside.com/

Jul.
26-30

Building Trust: A Global Challenge in Health
System Reform
The Network: Towards Unity For Health (TUFH)
2016 Conference

Shenyang
China

http://www.cvent.com/events/

Nov.
21-24

9th Global Conference on Health Promotion

Shanghai
China

http://www.who.int/healthpromotion
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Only 25% of Aid Meets Transparency Benchmark
More than five years after top donors pledged to make all aid transparent by 2015, data compiled in the Aid
Transparency Index and released last week by Publish What You Fund found that only ten donors, responsible
for only a quarter of all aid, are hitting the mark. As the donor landscape grows more diverse, the link between
transparency and aid impact grows more evident, now featuring prominently in the Sustainable Development
Goals and global coalitions like the Open Government Partnership. Transparent aid flows have also been shown
to increase accountability in recipient countries, allowing better financial planning and implementation.
The data focuses on the top 46 aid donors, and for the first time includes new players such as the United Arab
Emirates, which joined China as the two worst performers in this year’s ranking. The report found that United
Nations Development Program, the Millennium Challenge Corp. and UNICEF were the most transparent. UNDP
is no stranger to the top spot but this year marks UNICEF’s first among the top three most transparent donors.
Read More on Devex
PAGE | 6
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Decriminalize All Drugs, Business and World Leaders Tell UN
A British billionaire, three former presidents and a renowned Aids researcher have called for all drugs to be
decriminalized at a press conference that was sharply critical of the United Nations’ latest drug policy
agreement. Leaders of the Global Commission on Drug Policy said the UN’s first special session on drugs in 18
years had failed to improve international narcotics policy, instead choosing to tweak its prohibition-oriented
approach to drug regulation. Over the past two decades, nations from Portugal to Uruguay have experimented
with liberal drug regimes. Uruguay legalized marijuana in 2014; the states of Colorado and Washington
legalized marijuana in 2012; and Portugal decriminalized drugs at the beginning of the millennium. Meanwhile,
a representative of Indonesia was booed when he called capital punishment “an important component” of drug
policy, a statement backed by nations such as China. In another instance, a scientific panel organized by the
Russian Federation veered away from widely accepted science when a Russian medical representative called
methadone, used for opiate addiction treatment, and heroin the “same narcotic”.
Read More on The Guardian
April 28, 2016
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IAVI Report - The View from the Mothership
Global HIV Vaccine Enterprise Director William Snow Reflects on the
Past and Ponders the Future Course for the Organization, and the
Field of HIV Vaccine Research Overall
Fifteen years into the AIDS pandemic, the world got a triple-dose of good news. Highly active antiretroviral
therapy (HAART)—the combination of drugs to treat HIV infection—was incredibly effective. It rescued
millions of HIV-infected people from the brink of death. The success with HIV treatment continues today with
newer classes of drugs and drug combinations that are highly effective and less burdensome than the earliest
therapies.
Yet the search for a safe and effective vaccine is not so easy. HIV is a complex virus that outruns and
outmaneuvers the immune response and presents a great challenge to vaccine developers. Almost all of the
vaccine candidates tested to date have failed. The only trial to show any protection against HIV was the RV144
trial in Thailand and the regimen tested in this trial was only modestly effective (31.2%).
But there is no question that the pace of discovery has picked up in recent years. The world in which the
Enterprise is operating is much different from when the concept was launched in 2003, and so is the
organization itself. IAVI Report recently spoke with William Snow, long-time AIDS vaccine advocate at the
Global HIV Vaccine Enterprise headquartered in New York City, about the early days of the Enterprise, where it
is heading, and his views on the current HIV prevention landscape.
Read More on IAVIReport
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Studies Showing Preference for Certain Note Taking Methods Should
Be Taken With a Grain of Salt
While many studies suggest that students who take notes using pen and paper have better knowledge retention
than those who use a laptop, experts caution that other factors can be far more significant when it comes to
memorizing material. These experts argue that retention often relies on an individual's interest and level of
engagement in a class. They also emphasize the value in learning both note taking methods, as technology can
allow students to record their thoughts more quickly. That said, a study conducted this year by the University of
Waterloo found that students who typed an essay with one hand wrote better essays than those typing with
two. Researcher Evan Risko explains that this result does not mean that “students should write their term
papers with one hand, but … that going fast can have its drawbacks.”
Read More on The Hamilton Spectator
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Press Freedom in South Asia
The World Press Freedom Index ranks 180 countries on indicators such as media independence, selfcensorship, the rule of law, transparency and abuses.
This year’s report ranks Nepal 105th, behind Bhutan, which is ranked 94th in the world. According to
Reporters Without Borders, the covering of demonstrations continues to be dangerous for Nepali journalists.

The report states that those who dare to cover protests against the central government by indigenous and
Muslim minorities are often threatened. The same goes for those who cover the often deadly street protests
against the new constitution. Many illegal armed bands also target journalists.
Read More on The Himalayan
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Earth Day was a few days ago as was the global signing of an international climate change treaty. They
provided us occasions to think about what's going on with our global ecology, what effects all the changes
are having, what we can do about them and what we can contribute. As we're intimately connected to our
surrounding ecology one can only hope for the best and unite to create the needed changes.
What will happen to these young children in a remote village in Doutchi Region, Niger, West Africa, where
the rain patterns have changed, where life on the edge is ever more edgy? What is their future?
(Taken April 27, 2016)
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