PLANETARY
HEALTH WEEKLY
BRINGING YOU CURRENT NEWS ON GLOBAL HEALTH & ECOLOGICAL WELLNESS
May 26, 2016

Volume 2, Issue 21

Confronting Violence
Against Women: The Power
of Women's Movements
With the SDGs, UN member states have
reaffirmed their commitment to eliminating
violence against women and are seeking
ways to achieve this. UNRISD research has
examined cases of successful advocacy for
policy change in this area and has identified
key drivers and conditions, in particular the
active engagement of women’s movements.
New recommendations help strategize
actions effectively.
Read The Report on UNRISD
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Africa’s Great Green Wall Is Making
Progress on Two Fronts
About 40% of Africa is threatened by desertification — the loss of
arable land to the encroaching Sahara. The Sahel, a semi-arid
transitional zone between the Sahara desert and the savannah, is the
focus of efforts to build a "Great Green Wall" to hold back the desert
and provide jobs and sustainable development for African nations.
Read More on PRI
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America’s Suicide Epidemic Is a National
Security Crisis
The National Center for Health Statistics recently released a major
study, examining the national trends in suicide. The results are grim:
the age-adjusted suicide rate in the United States increased a
staggering 24% from 1999 to 2014. Increases were seen in every age
group except for those 75 and above and in every racial and gender
category except for black men. The national rate rose to 13 deaths per
100,000 people in 2014. Contrast that with homicide, which killed 5.1
Americans per 100,000 in 2013. We instinctively fear the murderer
hiding in the bushes, but we are at far greater risk from ourselves.
Read More on Foreign Policy

Poor Continue to Foot Bill for
Health Care Costs
By 2040, people in developing countries will continue to spend
a greater proportion of their own money on healthcare than
those in the developed world as national health spending is
failing to keep up with demand. Low-income countries only
spend around 3 US cents on health for each dollar that rich
countries spend. This is unlikely to change in the next 25 years
despite growing wealth. This means people living in these
countries will have to spend a larger share of their own income
on private healthcare than those in rich countries, or forego
important health treatments.
Read More on SciDevNet

Uncovering Health Inequalities:
A Path Towards Leaving No One Behind
Having a skilled health professional during childbirth can save the
life of a woman and her child. But, in many parts of the world and
within many countries, the presence of a health worker during
childbirth is often a luxury. If a woman is poor, she is even more
likely to deliver without support, putting herself and child at risk.
To help monitor health inequalities, WHO developed a new toolkit
called the Health Equity Assessment Toolkit (HEAT). HEAT is a
software package that utilizes data from the WHO Health Equity
Monitor and enables health professionals and researchers to
explore the health inequalities in their countries.
Read More on WHO
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The Big Butt Problem: Why Tossing Your
Cigarette Into the Gutter is Not Okay
Smoked butts contain five to seven mg of nicotine. They’re toxic to
wildlife – and children; consuming six butts would certainly require a
trip to hospital, and also a conversation about dietary choices.
Estimates of how long discarded filters can hang around vary, but it’s
certainly years, if not decades.
According to a new study we will be consuming nine trillion filtered
cigarettes a year by 2025, and 1.69 billion pounds of butts already
become litter around the world each year.
Read More on Collectively

Global Switch to Renewable Energy
Could be Accomplished in Decade
Concerted efforts could enable the world to become free from
fossil fuels within 10 years, says a new study from the
University of Sussex. Such a fast change is possible but will
"require significant shifts in technology, political regulations,
tariffs and pricing regimes, and the behavior of users and
adopters.
For example, for Europe to move from wood to coal took
between 96 and 160 years, but electricity only took 47 to 69
years to be mainstream.
Read More on SmartBrief

Changzhou Pollution Scandal Highlights
Holes in China’s Environmental
Enforcement
For many Chinese, the country’s soil pollution crisis has become
increasingly acute in recent weeks after several hundred children
fell ill from attending a school built close to a former fertiliser
factory. Almost 500 students at the Changzhou Foreign Languages
School suffered symptoms such as skin inflammation, eczema and
bronchitis after taking lessons at a school that had only been open
for six months, raising questions about what the school authorities
knew.
Read More on chinadialougue
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Global Demographic Crisis is Unfolding
The world is undergoing a profound demographic shift that will cause
sweeping changes over the next few decades. Precisely what these
changes will be is difficult to discern and predicting them requires
some guesswork, but the one thing we don’t have to guess about is
the demographic shift itself. Experts think the human population
could fall to 6 billion or hit 14 billion by the end of this century.
Uncertain future events could also bend the population curve. Baby
booms and busts, wars, famines, epidemics, medical breakthroughs,
and more are all potential game-changers. The late 20th century
acceleration in population growth was mainly a result of modern
vaccinations. Other technologies will have similar impacts in the
future.
Read More on NewsmaxFinance

Where is the Riskiest Places to Live?
Vanuatu is the riskiest country to live in, with natural disasters
on average affecting more than a third of the population each
year, according to the World Risk Report 2015. Other very high
risk countries include the Philippines, Bangladesh and
Guatemala. Countries are ranked using the world risk index,
which takes into account not only the frequency of natural
disasters in each country (known as exposure) but also how
well equipped the country is to cope with and recover from the
effects of a disaster. The index takes into account many factors,
analyzing data on public infrastructure, housing quality,
medical services, education level and more.
Read More on The Guardian

SPOTLIGHT ON INDIGENOUS HEALTH:
Aboriginal Gay Men Don't Always Get
HIV Testing Because of Stigma
In 2007, a British Columbia health authority reviewed health
status for First Nations people with HIV and noticed that HIV
mortality rates were still terrible despite having accessible and
available treatment for HIV. Health professionals say that
aboriginal gay men don't access health care because of the stigma
related to HIV infection, gender non-conformity and homophobia.
Professionals need to be more open and respectful to help break
down the stigma.
Read More on CBC
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QUOTE OF THE WEEK
“There are 125 million people in need of aid in the world today as a
result of conflicts and natural disasters and over 60 million people
have been forcibly displaced. These are the highest numbers we have
on record since WWII.”
Tanzania-born, British politician and diplomat Stephen O’Brien, who since
March this year is the UN Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian
Affairs, Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency
Relief Coordinator (OCHA).
Read More on IPS News
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Implementing Health Systems Guidance: A Workbook to Support the
Contextualization of Recommendations at the National or
Subnational Level
A newly released workbook on "Contextualizing health-systems guidance" outlines how to contextualize policy
recommendations in developing local policy recommendations and decisions about health-system
arrangements and implementation strategies.
Developed in concert with the World Health Organization and authored by the McMaster Health Forum’s
Elizabeth Alvarez and John N. Lavis, this tool is appropriate for use on any health-system topic.
"This workbook can help policymakers and stakeholders apply recommendations from a global guidance
document to address an issue/problem in their local context,“ says Elizabeth Alvarez.
Download The Workbook From McMaster Health Forum
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Hunger Explained
There are around 900 million persons suffering currently from chronic hunger. This large number includes far
more people than those who can be seen on the international media at times of crises which may increase
dramatically the number of hungry. There are an additional 200 hundred million vulnerable persons who are at
risk to become unable to feed themselves adequately in case of an economic or other shock.
How is it possible that, in a world richer than ever and with the most sophisticated technologies, so
many people live in such an inacceptable situation which violates the most fundamental human right,
the right to food?
1. Food crises are a consequence of disastrous economic policies
http://www.hungerexplained.org/Hungerexplained/Food_crises.html
2. The causes of hunger
http://www.hungerexplained.org/Hungerexplained/The_causes_of_hunger.html
3. Myths on hunger debunked
http://www.hungerexplained.org/Hungerexplained/Myths_on_hunger_debunked.html
May 26, 2016
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Here's What Trump's Energy Advisor Thinks of Fracking, the Saudis,
and Climate Change
The United States has to protect its domestic oil industry and should make no apologies for being one of the
world's largest energy consumers, Republican presidential hopeful Donald Trump's new energy adviser said.
Rep. Kevin Cramer, North Dakota's sole member of the House of Representatives and a self-proclaimed climate
skeptic, wants a congressional commission to investigate the Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries —
the Saudi Arabia-dominated cartel that drove prices down from more than $100 a barrel to the mid-40s today.
Cramer said the fracking boom that made his state the No. 2 oil producer in the country is surviving the nearly
two-year-old crash in oil prices, and he told a Washington conference that the Saudis "probably regret picking
this battle."
Read More on Vice News
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Firearm Legislation and Firearm Mortality in the USA
Firearm violence in the USA is an issue of substantial public health concern. Mortality due to firearms is
endemic, characterized by stable but high national fatality rates since 2000. More than 90 people are killed
every day by firearms in the USA. This burden of fatal firearm injuries varies widely between states and by race
or ethnic origin, with higher firearm mortality rates occurring among black people than white people. Firearm
mortality mainly occurs among young adults aged 17 to 25 years and accounts for 80% of all homicides and
45% of all suicides within this age group.
Firearms are ubiquitous in the USA, and the high level of firearm ownership has been directly associated with
an increased risk of firearm-related mortality. Firearm violence prevention strategies have produced a small
amount of success in the form of a federal law—the “Brady Handgun Violence Prevention Act” (enacted Nov 30,
1993)—often called the Brady Law. The Brady Law requires background checks to be undertaken for
individuals before they can purchase a firearm from a federally licensed dealer, manufacturer, or importer—
unless an exception applies.
Very few of the existing state-specific firearm laws are associated with reduced firearm mortality, and this
evidence underscores the importance of focusing on relevant and effective firearms legislation. Implementation
of universal background checks for the purchase of firearms or ammunition, and firearm identification
nationally could substantially reduce firearm mortality in the USA.
Read More on The Lancet
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Wild Plants: Flora Limited Time Only
The world’s first comprehensive survey of wild plants was recently published by the Royal Botanic Gardens in
London. It estimates that science knows of 391,000 species of vascular plant (things botanical that are not algae
or mosses). But more than a fifth of all species are threatened with extinction. Farming, logging and land
development account for more than 60% of the threat according to the report.
Read More on The Economist
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WHO Watch at World Health Assembly 69
Watchers from the People's Health Movement (PHM) and the Universities Allied for Essential Medicines
(UAEM) are watching the World Health Organization this week (23rd May-28th May) as member countries
debate on diverse issues that impact on global health. Watchers are making statements in the Assembly on
issues of interest to PHM, distributing policy briefs on selected issues, advocating PHM's key concerns with
country delegates and providing a live commentary as the events at the WHA unfold. A detailed
commentary was distributed to WHA delegates before the commencement of the Assembly. In the week prior
to the Assembly Watchers have been through an intensive workshop where they have debated, discussed and
digested the entire WHA agenda.
Read More on People’s Health Movement
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Being able to enjoy scenes like this in the middle of a large city makes Vancouver, British Columbia so
unique and wonderful. From Stanley Park, May 20, 2016.
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