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Yellow Fever: The 
Resurgence of a Forgotten 
Disease 
The Zika outbreak in the Americas shows 
how a disease that slumbered for six decades 
in Africa and Asia, never causing an outbreak, 
can become a global health emergency. This 
year's confirmation of yellow fever in the 
capital cities of Angola and the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo (DRC) adds to the 
alarm. Sub-Saharan Africa bears the brunt of 
the roughly 60, 000 deaths caused by yellow 
fever each year.  
Read More on The Lancet   

       PLANETARY  
HEALTH WEEKLY 

Humans Damaging the Environment 
Faster Than It Can Recover 
Degradation of the world’s natural resources by humans is rapidly 
outpacing the planet’s ability to absorb the damage, meaning the 
rate of deterioration is increasing globally. Without radical action 
the level of prosperity that millions of people in the developed 
world count on will be impossible to maintain or extend to poorer 
countries. 
Read More on The Guardian    

http://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(16)30620-1/fulltext?elsca1=etoc
http://www.climaterealityproject.org/blog/one-million-points-light-top-five-reasons-we-love-solar?utm_source=email-
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Prices, Costs, and Affordability of New 
Medicines for Hepatitis C in 30 

Countries: An Economic Analysis 
New hepatitis C virus (HCV) medicines have markedly improved 
treatment efficacy and regimen tolerability. However, their high 
prices have limited access, prompting wide debate about fair and 
affordable prices. These prices threaten the sustainability of health 
systems in many countries and prevent large-scale provision of 
treatment. Stakeholders should implement a fairer pricing 
framework to deliver lower prices that take account of 
affordability.  

Read More on PLOS Journal   

#MenstruationMatters To All, Not Just Girls 
For millions of girls and women every month, menstruation is a time of 
dread. Lack of water and sanitation and access to menstrual hygiene 
products at this time impacts their health, dignity, comfort, and ability 
to fully participate in their communities. A lack of information can lead 
to feelings of shame — and social stigmatization, discrimination and 
isolation in their community. Taboos about menstruation can see 
women refused access to religious temples or public spaces. In some 
cultures, they can even be made to leave their homes and villages. 
Galvanizing global efforts to tackle these challenges is the aim of 
Menstrual Hygiene Day, marked around the world on May 28. It must 
start with improving education for girls and for their communities. 
Read More on Devex   

World Food Markets Set For  
a Stable Year As Prices Firm 
Global food commodity markets are likely to remain stable in the 
coming year, even as prices rose for the fourth straight month. 

Solid output prospects and abundant stocks should keep prices 
and supplies stable, while lower prices than those seen last year 
are set to reduce the world's food import bill. 

For example, global trade in cereals is predicted to decline by 
1.9%  to 369 million tonnes this year, which is likely to intensify 
competition for market share between major exporters, keeping 
prices in check. 

Read More on Reuters   

http://journals.plos.org/plosmedicine/article?id=10.1371%2Fjournal.pmed.1002032
https://www.devex.com/news/menstruationmatters-to-all-not-just-girls-88221
http://uk.mobile.reuters.com/article/idUKKCN0YO0PX?irpc=932
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High and Dry: Climate Change, Water, 
and the Economy 

A new World Bank report finds that water scarcity, exacerbated by 
climate change, could hinder economic growth, spur migration, and 
spark conflict.  
 
However, most countries can neutralize the adverse impacts of water 
scarcity by taking action to allocate and use water resources more 
efficiently. Unless action is taken soon, water will become scarce in 
regions where it is currently abundant, and scarcity will greatly worsen 
in regions where water is already in short supply.  

 

Read More on The World Bank    

World Heritage Icons at Risk from Climate Change 

Climate change is becoming one of the most significant risks for World Heritage sites. 

Globally, we need to understand, monitor and address  climate change threats to 

World Heritage sites better. The new report lists 31 natural and cultural World 

Heritage sites in 29 countries that are vulnerable to increasing temperatures, melting 

glaciers, rising seas, intensifying weather events, worsening droughts and longer 

wildfire seasons. The report recommends that the World Heritage Committee 

consider the risk of prospective sites becoming degraded by climate change. 

Read More on Unesco 

See also on Unesco 

See also on Unesco: State of Conservation of the Great Barrier Reef (Australia) 

Report Warns of Climate Change Disasters That 
Rival Hollywood’s 
Stonehenge eroding under the forces of extreme weather. Venice 
slowly collapsing into its canals. The Statue of Liberty gradually 
flooding. Released on Thursday by UNESCO the United Nations 
Environment Program and the Union of Concerned Scientists, a new 
report details the threat climate change could pose to World Heritage 
sites on five continents. The report highlights 31 sites in 29 countries 
that have already felt some impact from climate change, including well
-known tourist destinations like Easter Island and Yellowstone 
National Park. While many of the sites were bound to be affected by 
factors including a rise in sea levels, intense storms and wildfires, 
planning could go a long way toward protecting them. 
Read More on New York Times  

June 16, 2016 

https://www.devex.com/news/menstruationmatters-to-all-not-just-girls-88221
http://www.worldbank.org/en/topic/water/publication/high-and-dry-climate-change-water-and-the-economy?CID=WAT_TT_Water_EN_EXT
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/media-services/single-view/news/new_report_shows_world_heritage_icons_at_risk_from_climate_change/#.V0w3O_Ss-nM
http://whc.unesco.org/en/activities/883/
http://whc.unesco.org/en/soc/3234
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/organizations/u/union_of_concerned_scientists/index.html?inline=nyt-org
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/organizations/u/united_nations_educational_scientific_and_cultural_organization/world_heritage_sites/index.html?inline=nyt-org
http://www.nytimes.com/2016/05/27/science/report-warns-of-climate-change-disasters-that-rival-hollywoods.html?_r=0
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The World Humanitarian Summit: Winners 
and Losers 

The most concrete outcome of the summit was the top 30 donors and aid 
agencies signing a so-called “Grand Bargain” to make aid more efficient, 
including harmonizing time-consuming donor proposals and reporting, 
reducing overhead costs, introducing collective needs assessments, and 
earmarking less funding to specific projects. However, there were many 

disappointments in the summit. Perhaps the biggest disappointment of a 

summit aimed at finding ways to prevent and end conflicts was the absence of 

world leaders, particularly the five permanent members of the UN Security 

Council.  

Read More on IRIN 

See Also on Reuters 

SPOTLIGHT ON INDIGENOUS HEALTH:   
Up Ghost River: A Chief’s Journey 
Through Turbulent Waters of Native 

History 

Up Ghost River is Metatawabin's story. When he was seven years old, 
Edmund Metatawabin was taken from his family and sent to one of 
the worst residential schools in Canada, St. Anne's. The memories of 
his time there haunted him. He finally dealt with his Post-Traumatic 
Stress Disorder (PTSD) through indigenous healing approaches and 
has since dedicated his life to exposing what happened at St. Anne's.  

Read More on CBC 

Canada has Blood On Its Hands: Justice in 
Honduras Requires a U-Turn in Canadian 
Foreign Policy 

First Nations women leaders, and legal and human rights activists 
called on the Canadian government to take a lead in calling for an 
independent, international investigation into the murder of world-
renowned Indigenous activist, Berta Cáceres, and to investigate 
Canada’s engagement with the Honduras since a 2009 military-
backed coup. Honduran investigators looking into the murder of 
Berta Cáceres were quick to go after members of COPINH after her 
assassination, calling it a crime of passion and trying without success 
to pin it on internal divisions within her organization. 

  Read More on Mining Watch Canada  

http://www.irinnews.org/analysis/2016/05/26/world-humanitarian-summit-winners-and-losers?mkt_tok=eyJpIjoiTkdNME9XUmxZekE1WXpZdyIsInQiOiJPOE10a3IyM3U0TFpSTmJCMG9odGdISGZjOTJ4ZGtFd3FybVpBRE5uem14QVZPMnZIWVJyNTJ1RDZ0WjNjN2FLZUgwdkRJRXNLYXRhejJHVXllcnBwVG1JYWZ
http://news.trust.org/item/20160525133442-2rr8p/?source=fiOtherNews3&mkt_tok=eyJpIjoiTkdNME9XUmxZekE1WXpZdyIsInQiOiJPOE10a3IyM3U0TFpSTmJCMG9odGdISGZjOTJ4ZGtFd3FybVpBRE5uem14QVZPMnZIWVJyNTJ1RDZ0WjNjN2FLZUgwdkRJRXNLYXRhejJHVXllcnBwVG1JYWZPSlQ3UDlKaEhrWWx6TTR
http://www.cbc.ca/books/mobile/touch/2014/09/up-on-ghost-river.html
http://www.cbc.ca/books/mobile/touch/2014/09/up-on-ghost-river.html
http://www.cbc.ca/books/mobile/touch/2014/09/up-on-ghost-river.html
http://miningwatch.ca/news/2016/4/21/canada-has-blood-its-hands-justice-honduras-requires-u-turn-canadian-foreign-policy
http://miningwatch.ca/news/2016/4/21/canada-has-blood-its-hands-justice-honduras-requires-u-turn-canadian-foreign-policy
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DATE CONFERENCE LOCATION REGISTER 

Jul. 

8-9 
2016 Summer Global Nursing Symposium  

Los Angeles 

USA 
 http://www.uofriverside.com/ 

Jul. 

26-30 

Building Trust: A Global Challenge in Health  

System Reform 

The Network: Towards Unity For Health (TUFH) 

Shenyang 

China  
http://www.cvent.com/events/ 

Aug.  

9-14 
World Social Forum  

Montreal 

Canada  
https://fsm2016.org/en/sinformer/  

Oct.  

16-17 
6th Global Forum on Health Promotion 

Charlottetown  

Canada  
http://parc.ophea.net/event/ 

Nov. 

14-18 

4th Global Symposium on Health Systems  

Research 

Vancouver  

Canada  
http://www.csih.org/en/events/ 

Nov. 

21-24 
9th Global Conference on Health Promotion   

Shanghai 

China 
http://www.who.int/healthpromotion 

QUOTE OF THE WEEK 
 

 

When asked how he would suggest population growth be ethically reduced in 
developing countries, Sir David Attenborough (veteran star Broadcaster) emphasized the need for 
women across the world to regain autonomy over their bodies and their education. 

“You’ll discover in countries where women have control over their own bodies, where they have 
education, where they have birth control, where they have facilities and where they are literate, 
when those things happen, the birth rate falls…Always. Always.” 

 

Sir David Attenborough, Broadcaster.  

 

Read More on Independent     

 

https://instagram.com/planetaryhealthweekly/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Planetary-Health-Weekly/842076405858777?fref=ts
https://twitter.com/planetaryweekly
https://twitter.com/planetaryweekly
https://instagram.com/planetaryhealthweekly/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Planetary-Health-Weekly/842076405858777?fref=ts
http://www.uofriverside.com/conferences/global-nursing-symposium/2016-summer-global-nursing-symposium/
http://www.cvent.com/events/building-trust-a-global-challenge-in-health-system-reform/event-summary-f29401518d2847af8041247a7eb62c18.aspx
https://fsm2016.org/en/sinformer/
http://parc.ophea.net/event/6th-global-forum-health-promotion-6e-forum-mondial-sur-la-promotion-de-la-sant%C3%A9
http://www.csih.org/en/events/fourth-global-symposium-on-health-systems-research/
http://www.who.int/healthpromotion/conferences/9gchp/en/
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/people/david-attenborough-at-90-explains-why-gender-equality-is-so-crucial-in-one-quote-a7011791.html
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FYI 

Public policy creates health inequalities among Canadians by inequitably distributing the social determinants 
of health (SDOH). Political decisions by authorities bring about these public policies, yet to date there has been 
little resistance to these decisions by the Canadian public.  

Canadian public policy does little to address SDOH because the logic inherent in the country being a liberal 
welfare state has rather little to say about addressing the structural sources of health inequalities. This is 
because the market—rather than the state—is its dominant institution. This makes public policy especially 
susceptible to the influence of the corporate and business sectors and of growing economic globalization, which 
elicits public policy-making that skews the distribution of SDOH. While no form of the welfare state is immune 
from these influences, the liberal welfare state is least prepared to resist them. 

Why do these health-threatening political decisions go unchallenged by the Canadian public? To answer this 
question requires examination of: a) the implications of Canada being a liberal welfare state; b) how the 
relative power and influence of the corporate and business sector, labour, and civil society shape SDOH-related 
public policy-making; c) how population health researchers and public health practitioners understand health 
inequalities and their role in reducing them; and d) the public’s understanding of SDOH and public policy-
making and how these are shaped by the power and influence of these sectors. 

 

Read Dennis Rafael’s Report on Canadian Public Policy  

 THE POLITICAL ECONOMY OF HEALTH:  
A RESEARCH AGENDA FOR ADDRESSING 

HEALTH INEQUALITIES IN CANADA 

http://www.utpjournals.press/doi/abs/10.3138/cpp.2014-084
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The recent World Health Assembly discussed the manifold global health crises that the world is unprepared for, 
and adopted resolutions to act on many issues. The global health situation is facing many critical challenges, 
and multiple actions must be taken urgently to prevent crises from boiling over. 

This is the impression one gets from this year’s World Health Assembly held in Geneva on 
23-28 May. 

The WHA is the world’s prime public health event.  This year 3,500 delegates from 194 
countries took part, including Health Ministers of most countries.   The one-week session 
provided a snapshot of the major medical problems and the actions being taken or proposed to deal with them. 

In her opening speech, World Health Organization Director-General Dr. Margaret Chan gave an overview of 
what went right and what is missing on the global health front. 

First, the good news – 19, 000 fewer children dying every day, 44% drop in maternal mortality, 85% of 
tuberculosis cases are successfully cured, and the fastest scale-up of a life-saving treatment in history, with over 
15 million people living with HIV now receiving therapy, up from just 690, 000 in 2000. 

Aid for health became more effective.  Health is now seen as an investment for stable and equitable societies, 
not just a drain on resources. 

Then Dr. Chan described how health has evolved from a local to a globalised problem, with air pollution 
becoming a transboundary health hazard also causing climate change, and drug-resistant pathogens being 
spread through travel and food trade.  

The recent Ebola and Zika outbreaks showed how global health emergencies can quickly develop. There is a 
dramatic resurgence of emerging and re-emerging infectious diseases, which the world is not prepared to cope 
with. 

Dr Chan gave three examples of the global health landscape being shaped by slow-motion disasters: climate 
change, antimicrobial resistance, and the rise of chronic non-communicable diseases as the leading killers 
worldwide. 

These are man-made disasters created by policies that place economic interests above health and 
environmental concerns. Fossil fuels power economies, medicines for treating chronic conditions are more 
profitable than a short course of antibiotics, and highly processed foods gain a bigger market than fresh fruits 
and vegetables. 

Unchecked, these slow-motion disasters will eventually reach a tipping point where the harm done is 
irreversible.  For antimicrobial resistance, “we are on the verge of a post-antibiotic era in which common 
infectious diseases will once again kill.” 

On moving ahead, Dr. Chan pinpointed universal health coverage as the target that underpins all others in the 
health aspect of the Sustainable Development Goals. It is the ultimate expression of fairness that leaves no one 
behind, and can meet people’s expectations for comprehensive care. 

Read More on Third World Network   

FACING UP TO THE WORLD'S CRITICAL  

HEALTH CRISES 

http://www.twn.my/title2/unsd/2016/unsd160601.htm
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What will separate Democrats from Republicans on energy policy and their approach to climate change? 
Republicans tend to be fairly strong supporters of the fossil fuel industry, and to various degrees deny that 
climate change is occurring. Democratic candidates emphasize the importance of further expanding the 
share of renewable energy at the expense of fossil fuels, and agree that climate change is a real problem. In 
broad strokes, this report outlines the detailed energy and climate policy proposals to date.  
 
Secretary Clinton has laid out the most comprehensive and detailed energy and climate policy proposals of 
the candidates to date. The Secretary has stated that she wants the United States to be the “clean energy 
superpower of the 21st century.”  
To the extent that we know any detailed plans, quod non, it is safe to say that Mr. Trump’s views on energy 
and climate change are diametrically opposed to most of Clinton’s. Broadly speaking, Trump has come out 
as a fervent supporter of the fossil fuel industry, and has expressed skepticism about the economic viability 
of renewable energy.  
 
Will the United States continue on the trajectory that President Obama has started and continue a major 
energy transition strategy? Or will it shift course, potentially undermining existing domestic policies and 
investments, as well as international obligations?  
 
Read More on The Brookings      
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THE US PRESEDENTIAL CANDIDATES’ VIEWS 

ON ENERGY AND CLIMATE FYI 

https://www.hillaryclinton.com/issues/climate/
https://www.hillaryclinton.com/issues/climate/
http://www.brookings.edu/blogs/order-from-chaos/posts/2016/06/09-candidates-energy-policy-boersma-ebinger-greenley?utm_campaign=Brookings+Brief&utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&utm_content=30497484&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9FmRsj770CWOlcvjFaUnmZt2jOwdZYWXYFgnGqg
http://www.brookings.edu/blogs/order-from-chaos/posts/2016/06/09-candidates-energy-policy-boersma-ebinger-greenley?utm_campaign=Brookings+Brief&utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&utm_content=30497484&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9FmRsj770CWOlcvjFaUnmZt2jOwdZYWXYFgnGqg
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While China’s record in protecting its basic food security is impressive, the challenges are still many and 
complex. 

Home to over 22% of the world’s population, however, China only has 7% of the world’s arable land and 6% of 
the world’s surface fresh water supply.   

China is experiencing rapid growth in food consumption and fundamental transformations in the food system, 
and its pursuit of food security now includes meeting the dietary aspirations of an increasingly affluent 
population that seeks to consume more meat, poultry, fish, fruit, and dairy products  Shifts in dietary patterns 
have generated a sharp rise in demand for grain for indirect uses: namely, to produce meat and dairy products. 
At the same time, food safety has emerged as one of the most significant public concerns and has come under 
increasing scrutiny.  

The paper first explores how China’s food security situation is changing and why. The paper will first explore 
the concept of food self-sufficiency and its implications for current food security policies, discusses China’s 
growing dependency on global food markets and China’s food safety situation, and then suggests implications of 
China’s food security for Canada.  
Read More on Occasional Paper Series  
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CHINA’S FOOD SECURITY SITUATION: KEY 

ISSUES AND IMPLICATIONS FOR CANADA 

http://www.china.ualberta.ca/Research-and-Publications/~/media/China%20Institute/Documents/Publication/Occasional%20Paper/Occasional-paper-April-2016-Food-Security.pdf


 

The socio-economic impact of malnutrition is huge, with an estimated 200 million children failing to reach 
their full developmental potential. Malnutrition has been estimated to reduce a country’s GDP by up to 3%, but 
for every $1 spent fighting malnutrition, an estimated $18 is yielded in return. However, despite some 
progress made within the last two decades in reducing hunger and undernutrition from 24% (1990–1992) to 
14% (2011–2013), the global community is still not on track to meet any of the World Health Assembly 
nutrition targets according to the 2014 Global Nutrition Report.  

With Prime Minister Justin Trudeau’s recent pledge of $785 million CAD over a three-year period to The 
Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria, which represents a 20% increase from Canada’s previous 
commitment, Canada is gradually pivoting itself to champion global development issues.  

Children who are stunted in the first two years of life have shown to have lower cognitive test scores, delayed 
enrolment, higher absenteeism and more class repetition compared with non-stunted children. It’s time for 
Canada’s government to propose a realistic timeline for financing the Global Goals, and reaching the UN’s 
Official Development Assistance (ODA) target of 0.7% of national income would be a start. 

Read More by Joannes Yimbesalu on Results Canada 
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 WHY NUTRITION SHOULD BE CANADA’S NEXT 

GLOBAL HEALTH PRIORITY 

https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/handle/10986/7409
http://www.un.org/millenniumgoals/2014%20MDG%20report/MDG%202014%20English%20web.pdf
http://www.un.org/millenniumgoals/2014%20MDG%20report/MDG%202014%20English%20web.pdf
http://www.who.int/mediacentre/events/governance/wha/en/
http://www.theglobalfund.org/en/
http://www.theglobalfund.org/en/
http://www.parl.gc.ca/HousePublications/Publication.aspx?DocId=1041275
https://medium.com/@RESULTSCda/why-womens-nutrition-should-be-canada-s-next-global-health-goal-ac83c783bddd#.prkhelpp7
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Liberia has reached the end of active Ebola virus transmission, the World Health Organization (WHO) said on 
June 9, 2016, the fourth such declaration from one of the west African countries at the epicenter of the world's 
worst outbreak of the disease. The declaration means it has been 42 days since the last confirmed patient 
tested negative for a second time for the disease.  

Tolbert Nyenswah, head of Liberia's Ebola response team, told Reuters the country had strengthened its 
surveillance and response capacity and its laboratory system since the start of the outbreak. Liberia first 
declared itself free of the virus in May 2015 but Ebola flared up again three times, most recently when a 
woman contracted it after traveling to neighboring Guinea and infecting her two children, the WHO said.  

WHO data show West Africa's Ebola epidemic killed more than 11,300 people and infected some 28,600 as it 
swept through Guinea, Sierra Leone and Liberia from 2013 in the world's worst outbreak of the disease. The 
WHO declared Sierra Leone free of the deadly haemorrhagic fever on March 17 and Guinea on June 1. 

Read More on REUTERS 
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 WHO DECLARES LIBERIA FREE OF ACTIVE  

EBOLA VIRUS TRANSMISSION 

http://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-ebola-liberia-idUSKCN0YV13F
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