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Human Habitat: The Flatpack Urban Farm 

Coming soon to a city near you – it’s the flatpack farm. At least, 
that’s the ambition of Mikkel Kjaer and Ronnie Markussen, a pair of 
young entrepreneurs who run Human Habitat, a Danish “urban 
design lab” . The purpose of this initiative was to design a unit that 
would increase food security in cities, lower the ecological footprint 
of food production, create jobs and easily adapt to changes in the 
urban landscape. 

Read More on Collectively   

Drug-Resistant Parasites in 
Asia Could Lead to a Global 
Comeback for Malaria 
With only a few hundred reported malaria 
deaths in southeast Asia last year, the region 
is not usually the first place people associate 
with the disease. But it is the so-called 
"cradle" of drug-resistant malaria. Treatment 
options are getting very limited because of the 
increasing problem of drug resistance. When 
those drug-resistant parasites evolve, there 
will be catastrophic consequences if no action 
is taken.  

Read More on Vice News    

http://www.humanhabitat.dk/?page_id=2&lang=en
https://collectively.org/en/article/human-habitat-the-flatpack-urban-farm/?utm_source=collectivelynlus
https://news.vice.com/article/how-drug-resistant-parasites-in-asia-could-lead-to-a-global-comeback-for-malaria?ncid=newsltushpmg00000003
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Afghanistan: Aid Workers Pull Out in 
the Face of Isis and Taliban Threat, 
Turning a Healthcare Revolution  
into a Crisis 

In the face of attacks from the Taliban in Helmand and Kunduz 
provinces, many aid workers who provided a lifeline for 
thousands of Afghans have withdrawn. In Kunduz, the city 
where a US air strike hit a clinic run by Me decins Sans 
Frontie res, aid workers are pulling back from the front line. The 
Taliban is not the only threat. Isis, the jihadist group is now 
blocking government polio vaccinations across the country.  

Read More on Independent  

 

 

World Bank to Loan India $1.5B to 
Improve Sanitation Facilities  

The World Bank has approved a $1.5 billion loan to support an 
Indian government program to improve sanitation by 2019. 

The Clean India Mission aims to end open defecation, achieve 
open defecation free communities, and improve the 
management of liquid and solid waste by providing toilets to 
rural areas. The project will result in significant health benefits 
for the poor and vulnerable, especially those living in rural 
areas.  

Read More on Voice of America   

Occupational Health and Safety in the 
Expanding Economies: Severe Challenges 
and the Need for Action Through 
Education and Training 

The occupational health and safety (OHS) situation in expanding 
economies is not encouraging. As was dramatically demonstrated by 
the recent epidemic of Ebola virus disease in West Africa, in which 
many health care workers lost their lives, the majority of low- and 
middle-income countries are currently not able to adequately prevent 
occupational diseases.  

Read More on Annals of Global Health  

http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/asia/afghanistan-aid-workers-are-pulling-out-in-the-face-of-isis-and-taliban-threat-turning-a-healthcare-a6789911.html
http://www.voanews.com/content/world-bank-approves-billion-dollar-loan-for-indian-toilets/3105599.html
http://www.annalsofglobalhealth.org/article/S2214-9996(15)01240-0/fulltext
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Read More on The Washington Post    

   

Above-Freezing North Pole Caps Year 

of Arctic Extremes 

The Arctic is warming faster than any other part of the planet. 
And it is warming much faster than we thought it would; even 
faster than most of models predict it will. For the Arctic's 
indigenous peoples, shrinking sea ice has made traditional whale 
and seal hunting harder. But what the warming Arctic means for 
the rest of the planet is still in dispute. 

 

January 21, 2016 

The Deaths of Elephants 
Ancient Egyptians hunted elephants, and Carthaginians used them 
in wars with Rome until finally elephants became extinct in North 
Africa, remaining abundant only south of the Sahara. Most of the 
blame rests with China’s continuing demand for ivory, much of 
which gets turned into elaborately kitschy carvings, including 
statuettes of Mao Zedong. But this may finally be changing. And once 
the slaughter stops, some African regions may face a new problem, 
evident for years in parts of South Africa: a surfeit of elephants. It is 
no easy matter to manage expanding numbers of large and 
potentially destructive animals, especially for those living in 
proximity to farmers and herders.  

Read More on IEEE Spectrum   

  

CURRENTNEWS 

There is More to Climate Change: 
Cities Need to Respond More Broadly 

Climate risks are not just environmental, but also related to the 
social and economic health of a city. Governments must do the 
most with the resources they have and view all their challenges 
as interconnected. We need more than just the world's most 
innovative cities to adopt this thinking. If we don't, and we look 
to solve climate change as a standalone problem, we are 
missing a major opportunity, and exposing ourselves to the 
many other risks we face in the world. 

Read More on Devex   

Read More on Voice of America   

http://www.washingtonpost.com/sf/national/2015/11/26/ice-worlds/?wpisrc=nl_az_headline
http://www.washingtonpost.com/sf/national/2015/11/26/ice-worlds/?wpisrc=nl_az_headline
http://spectrum.ieee.org/green-tech/conservation/the-deaths-of-elephants
https://www.devex.com/news/climate-change-is-not-enough-87443
http://www.voanews.com/content/above-freezing-north-pole-caps-year-of-arctic-extremes/3127116.html
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Climate Deal Caps a Long Quest  
for UN Chief 

Nearly nine years had passed since, in Ban Ki-moon’s first days as 
secretary-general, Ban surprised world leaders by making global 
warming a top item on his agenda. Now, on the eve of his final year 
in office, the cheers in Paris marked the culmination of his nonstop 
campaign, with world leaders at summit after summit and in 
locales including melting glaciers and islands at risk of 
disappearing. He has spent real passion and most of his time and 
energy on the climate change issue.  

Read More on The Associate Press   

Multi-Drug-Resistant Diseases may 
Overshadow 2015's Successes  

2015 was a remarkable year in medicine: A vaccine against Ebola 
proved amazingly successful, the number of deaths and new 
infections from HIV dropped drastically, and an eradication 
campaign against polio could mean no child in Africa will ever get 
the disease again. Despite the successes in 2015, there are 
concerns. The WHO warned about the path toward a post-
antibiotics era, one where common infections will again kill. 
Challenges also lie ahead in developing treatments and vaccines 
against newly emerging infectious diseases and in getting the 
polio vaccine to children in areas held by religious militants.  

Read More on Voice of America    

Indigenous Health Crisis In Canada: 
Leaders Demand New Health Accord 

Aboriginal Peoples endure higher levels of tuberculosis, HIV and 
heart disease than the rest of Canada — a dramatic disparity that 
indigenous leaders want health ministers to confront on the road to 
meaningful reconciliation. 
Isadore Day, Ontario regional chief of the Assembly of First Nations 
and head of the assembly's health committee, said First Nations, 
Inuit and Metis are facing a health crisis that demands to be 
confronted by all Canadians. 

Read More on The Record   

Volume 2, Issue 3 

http://bigstory.ap.org/bcea69729c7d4d2eab257b3d8978250d&utm_source=android_app&utm_medium=facebook&utm_campaign=share
http://www.who.int/mediacentre/news/releases/2015/effective-ebola-vaccine/en/
http://www.voanews.com/content/twenty-fifteen-brought-progress-fight-ebola-hiv-polio/3107813.html
http://www.therecord.com/news-story/6233901-confront-indigenous-health-crisis-leaders/


 

  

WEEKLYBULLETIN 

EVENTSTABLE 

PAGE | 5 January 21, 2016 

DATE CONFERENCE LOCATION REGISTER 

Feb. 

22-24 

27th Ethiopian Public Health Association  

Annual Conference  

Addis Ababa 

Ethiopia  
http://www.etpha.org/ 

Mar. 

3-5 
Conference on Global Status of Women and Girls  

Virginia  

USA 
http://globalstatusofwomen 

Mar.  

12 

Moving forward together: Advancing  

rehabilitation in a global context  

Montreal 

Canada  
https://www.mcgill.ca 

Apr. 

9-11 

7th Annual Consortium of Universities for  

Global Health Conference  

San Francisco  

USA 
http://cugh.org/ 

Apr. 

16-17 
Global Health and Innovation Conference  

New Haven 

USA 
https://maestro 

May. 

13-15 

Peace, Global Health and Sustainability 

(PEGASUS) 

Toronto  

Canada  
http://www.pegasusconference.ca/ 

May. 

17-20 

International Congress on Integrative Medicine 

and Health (ICIMH) 

Las Vegas 

USA 
  https://www.cvent.com/ 

May. 

26-27 
Indigenous Health Conference  

Toronto 

Canada 
  http://www.cpd.utoronto.ca/ 

Nov. 

14-18 

Fourth Global Symposium on Health Systems 

Research  

Vancouver  

Canada  
  http://www.csih.org/en/events/ 

CONNECT WITH 

Planetary Health Weekly 
@PlanetaryWeeky @PlanetaryHealthWeeky Planetary Health Weekly 

 QUOTE OF THE WEEK 
“I have learned that being poor doesn’t mean you don’t have a life. I 
have seen communities who don’t have food for their children, but 
[are] still living in hope. I have seen how things are getting tough for 
the nomadic populations with less rain every year. I have seen how 
the environment is degrading and the harsh conditions the poor  
people are living with on daily basis.” 

Mukhtar Mohumed Hassan, Save the Children’s area representative from 
Somaliland  
Read More on Devex    

http://www.etpha.org/
http://globalstatusofwomen-conf.org/
https://www.mcgill.ca/globalhealth/globalrehab
https://maestro.technolutions.net/uniteforsight/conference
https://www.cvent.com/events/2016-international-congress-on-integrative-medicine-and-health/registration-70c123c930d34d5a92de72ccfde4ff9d.aspx
http://www.cpd.utoronto.ca/indigenoushealth/
http://www.csih.org/en/events/fourth-global-symposium-on-health-systems-research/
https://instagram.com/planetaryhealthweekly/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Planetary-Health-Weekly/842076405858777?fref=ts
https://twitter.com/planetaryweekly
https://twitter.com/planetaryweekly
https://instagram.com/planetaryhealthweekly/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Planetary-Health-Weekly/842076405858777?fref=ts
https://www.devex.com/news/in-drought-stricken-somaliland-climate-change-threatens-pastoralists-87535
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FYI 

HealthWrights is looking for volunteers!  

 

HealthWrights  is a non-profit organization committed to advancing the health, basic rights, social 

equality, and self-determination of disadvantaged persons and groups. We believe that health for all people is 
only possible in a global society where the guiding principles are sharing, mutual assistance, and respect for 
cultural and individual differences. 

HealthWrights Focuses on: 

 Development and distribution of educational materials on health and human rights, presented clearly and 
simply so that people at all educational levels can understand them.  These comprise all five of David  
Werner's books (including Where There is No Doctor, a number of articles, plus some videos and slide 
shows).   

 Community Health and Community Based Rehabilitation: mainly in the 3rd World in the South (mainly 
Mexico), but increasingly in disadvantaged communities in the North. 

 Disability issues, rights and technologies, with leadership taken by disabled persons and their families. 
 Child-to-Child helping children discover ways to help protect the health and well-being of their younger 

brothers and sisters, and other children. Child-to-Child is one of serveral projects we support. 
 Critical analysis of the politics of poor health, and awareness raising to mobilize a broad-based grassroots 

movement to work toward fairer and healthier social structures.  To this end we maintain a separate web-
site politicsofhealth.org 

 Networking among progressive health, disability, human rights, environmental, and other groups, to work 
for social change and stronger participation of under-represented groups.  Our semi-annual newsletter is 
one of our broadest networking tools. 

 

HealthWrights Projects Include:  
 

 Community Projects in Mexico 
 Wheelchair Workshop 
 Rehabilitation Program  
 PIAXTLA 
 Child-to-Child    

To Learn More Visit healthwrights.org 

 

 

   
To Volunteer Email volunteer@healthwrights.org. 

http://www.healthwrights.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=195&Itemid=101
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Where_There_is_No_Doctor
http://www.healthwrights.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=185&Itemid=102
http://www.healthwrights.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=187&Itemid=103
http://www.healthwrights.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=187:multimedia&catid=87&Itemid=103#slide
http://www.healthwrights.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=187:multimedia&catid=87&Itemid=103#slide
http://www.healthwrights.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=190&Itemid=114
http://www.politicsofhealth.org/
http://www.healthwrights.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=186&Itemid=110
http://www.healthwrights.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=featured&Itemid=118
http://www.healthwrights.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=featured&Itemid=118
http://www.healthwrights.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=featured&Itemid=118
http://www.healthwrights.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=featured&Itemid=118
http://www.healthwrights.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=188&Itemid=112
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Victory! The End of Fossil Fuels Has Begun 
 

World leaders at the UN climate talks have just set a landmark goal that can save everything we love! 

This is what we marched for, what we signed, called, donated, messaged, and hoped for: a brilliant and massive 
turning point in human history. It’s called net-zero human emissions - a balancing of what we release into the 
air and what is taken out - and when the dust settles and the Paris Agreement is in the hands of lawmakers, 
clean energy will be the best, cheapest, and most effective way to keep their promise. This gives us the platform 
we need to realize the dream of a safe future for generations! 

This moment took a movement. Avaaz community has played an extraordinary role to help push through this 
historic deal. After they smashed global records, marching in the hundreds of thousands all over the globe, they 
brought their voices into the summit -- literally -- with a chorus of members’ personal messages as delegates 
entered. Avaaz staff then delivered their petition directly to the UN Secretary-General, kicking off an incredible 
string of campaigns. 
Avaaz also plastered Paris with posters of the faces of the worst fossil fuel lobbyists and climate deniers, calling 
on ministers to ignore them. The lobbyist for the world's largest mining company withdrew from the talks 
altogether! 
 
But we have decades of work ahead of us to live up to the promise of the Paris Climate Deal. 
 

Join the Movement and Learn More About Avaaz on avaaz.com  
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https://secure.avaaz.org/en/climate_story_loc/?pv=317&rc=fb
https://secure.avaaz.org/en/climate_story_loc/?pv=317&rc=fb
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The Next UN Secretary-General: Seven Women to Consider 

In its 70 years of existence, the U.N. has never been led by a woman. But as current Secretary-General Ban Ki-
moon prepares to step down at the end of 2016 after two five-year terms, there's clamor for change. 

In mid-December, the presidents of the General Assembly and the Security Council jointly released a letter 
inviting member states to nominate candidates. 

Several campaigns are well underway to push for a female candidate, including an effort from The Elders, 
composed of eminent retired statesmen and women and chaired by former UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan 
as well as global women leader's group Woman SG. Representatives from countries on the Security Council 
Permanent Five — Britain, France, Russia, China and the United States — must all agree on a nominee to be 
voted on by the 193 member nations later this year. 
 

Check out the Slideshare to Find Out Who These Women Are on Devex   

   

http://t.devex.com/DKcw70n0LBI00O0EJo2s0SP
https://www.devex.com/news/the-next-un-secretary-general-7-women-to-consider-87562
https://www.devex.com/news/the-next-un-secretary-general-7-women-to-consider-87562
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A Nigerian Actress Had An Unlikely Dream:  
Make A Movie About Fistula 

"Dry" is a tiny word with many interpretations: a well-made martini, a fluffy towel after a hot bath, a subtle wit. 
But for two million women worldwide suffering from an obstetric fistula, "dry" means rebirth. It means the 
incessant flow of human waste dripping down their thighs has ceased at last, that their tenure as a social pariah 
has come to an end. An obstetric fistula is An opening between the vagina and bladder — or vagina and rectum, 
in some cases — that develops as a result of tissue death during prolonged obstructed labor in childbirth. The 
opening means the woman's urine or feces will simply leak out of her body. There is no way to control it. 
Women who develop fistula are most likely to be poor, uneducated and without access to a skilled birth 
attendant. It persists as an insidious and under-reported condition in Africa, Asia and the Middle East. The 
woman could be 15 or 35. It could be her first pregnancy or her tenth. Very little connects those afflicted with 
the condition, aside from the act of trying to bring a life into the world. 

After successful surgery for a fistula, the surgeon says, "You are dry." And everything changes. The smell is 
gone. The burning, infected skin is gone. The humiliation is gone. 
The punch packed into this one modest word is exactly what Nigerian filmmaker and actress Stephanie Linus 
had in mind when she chose Dry as the title for her new film. 

Read More on npr.org  
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http://www.endfistula.org/
http://www.npr.org/sections/goatsandsoda/2015/12/30/459794176/a-nigerian-actress-had-an-unlikely-dream-make-a-movie-about-fistula
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This Newsletter is FREE.  
Planetary Health Weekly is an e-newsletter published in collaboration with the  
Planetary Health Commission at Ryerson University in Toronto, Canada  
To Subscribe/Unsubscribe: planetaryhealth.ca/weekly 

Programs designed to transcend 
disciplinary boundaries to find lasting 
solutions to social issues. 

 
Child & Youth Care 
Disability Studies 
Early Childhood Studies 
Midwifery 
Nursing 
Nutrition 
Occupational & Public Health 
Social Work 
Urban & Regional Planning 

@PlanetaryWeekly 

Planetary Health Weekly @PlanetaryHealthWeekly 

planetaryhealthweekly@gmail.com 

350 Victoria St. 
Toronto, ON 
M5B 2K3 Discover planetaryhealth.ca 

Publisher and Editor: Dr. David Zakus 
dzakus@ryerson.ca 

 

Production: Anna Oda  

 

Students are a school's most important resource.  The Ryerson University student group Planetary 
Health Commission (PHC) strives to spread the word about Global Health and Ecological Wellness;  

seen here at an event in Toronto on January 19, 2016.   
Learn More About the PHC: http://planetaryhealth.ca/ 

http://planetaryhealth.ca/weekly/
http://ow.ly/Qcah7
https://instagram.com/planetaryhealthweekly/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Planetary-Health-Weekly/842076405858777?fref=ts
https://twitter.com/planetaryweekly
https://twitter.com/planetaryweekly
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Planetary-Health-Weekly/842076405858777?fref=ts
http://instagram.com/planetaryhealthweekly/
mailto:planetaryhealthweekly@gmail.com?subject=PHWeekly%20Newsletter
http://planetaryhealth.ca/

