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Global Burden of Maternal
and Congenital Syphilis in
2008 and 2012
In 2007, WHO launched a global initiative
for the elimination of mother-to-child
transmission of syphilis (congenital
syphilis). An important aspect of the
initiative is strengthening surveillance to
monitor progress towards elimination. In
2008, using a health systems model with
country data inputs, WHO estimated that 1.4
million maternal syphilis infections caused
520,000 adverse pregnancy outcomes.
Read More on The Lancet
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Dead Zones in the Gulf of Mexico
Reliably Predicted
The dead zone in the Gulf of Mexico affects nationally important
commercial and recreational fisheries. One way the threat of dead
zones is being reduced is by using better predictive models, to
provide better information to communities and businesses. The
NOAA-sponsored Gulf of Mexico hypoxia forecast is improving due
to advancements of individual models and an increase in the
number of models used for the forecast.
Read More on The NOAA
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Global Report: Urban Health, Equitable
Healthier Cities for Sustainable
Development
A focus on urban health not only recognizes global demographic
trends but the inextricable and inter-dependent links between
health, economic productivity, social stability and inclusion, climate
change and healthy environments, and an enabling built
environment and governance. With half of the anticipated world’s
population that will live in cities in 2050 not yet born or living there,
we must seize the opportunity to create health systems and
environments that enable improved health outcomes and liveable
cities.
Read More on UN Habitat Organization

Expensive Pneumonia Vaccine Key
Barrier to Vaccinating Refugee Children
MSF called on Pfizer and GSK to drop the price of the pneumonia
vaccine (PCV) for governments and humanitarian organizations
in emergency contexts. In Greece, MSF recently paid £50
(US$68.10) per dose for the pneumonia vaccine, which it bought
through local pharmacies. This is 20 times more than the lowest
global price of the vaccine, which is roughly £2.3 (US$3.10) per
dose. Despite vaccinating highly vulnerable children,
humanitarian organizations such as MSF are unable to purchase
vaccines at the lowest available price. This lowest global price
for the pneumonia vaccine is only available to the world’s
poorest countries through Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance.
Read More on Medecins Sans Frontieres

Climate Change Could Curb Malaria
Risk in West Africa by End of Century
West Africa has the highest rates of malaria infection and deaths in
the world. Approximately 340m people are at risk from being
infected and the disease causes hundreds of thousands of deaths
each year. While a fall in risk would be positive news, the findings
don’t mean that rising temperatures and changing rainfall patterns
will be beneficial for Africa overall, say the authors. And in the
meantime, it shouldn’t be a reason not to push on with disease
control programmes to tackle malaria now, another scientist tells
Carbon Brief.
Read More on The Carbon Brief
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Biodiversity is Below Safe Levels Across
More than Half of World’s Land
The variety of animals and plants has fallen to dangerous levels
across more than half of the world’s landmass due to humanity
destroying habitats to use as farmland. The unchecked loss of
biodiversity is akin to playing ecological roulette and will set back
efforts to bring people out of poverty in the long term. Analyzing
1.8m records from 39,123 sites across Earth, the international study
found that a measure of the intactness of biodiversity at sites has
fallen below a safety limit across 58.1% of the world’s land. Under a
proposal put forward by experts last year, a site losing more than
10% of its biodiversity is considered to have passed a precautionary
threshold.
Read More on The Guardian

No Escape in Nairobi’s Air Pollution
Sparks Africa’s Health Warning
Kenya is one of the few countries in Africa to have banned cars
using the most sulphurous fuels, but research suggests this is
still one of the most polluted cities in the world. It is made
worse by smoke from roadside rubbish fires, diesel generators
and indoor cooking stoves. No one knows for sure, however,
because like nearly all African cities, Nairobi does not regularly
monitor its urban air quality. With half the world’s population
growth over the next 30 years predicted to occur in Africa, the
United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) expects the
number of cars in African cities to rise dramatically.
Read More on The Guardian

North Korean Diplomats in Illegal Rhino
Horn Trade
Mozambique has become a major trading point for illegal rhino horn,
much of which is being smuggled out by North Korean “dodgy
diplomats”, a new report claims. Released by the Global Initiative
Against Transnational Organized Crime, the report found that the
corruption permeating every level of the Mozambican state –
including the country’s ports, airports and borders – has made it a
smuggler’s paradise. One example cited in the report details the arrest,
in Maputo in May 2015, of a North Korean diplomat and a taekwondo
instructor after 4.5kg of illegal rhino horn and $100,000 was allegedly
found in their vehicle. Police detained them and impounded the car.
Read More on The Guardian
August 11, 2016
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Brazil’s Rising Deforestation Rate is
Reversal of Environmental Progress
Between 2005 and 2012, Brazil managed to reduce forest
clearances in the Amazon by 80 percent. But as the rate of
deforestation appears to be rising again, the loss of more Brazilian
rainforest could reverse that progress, which preserved the land for
the millions who live there. “It’s a worrying sign, because Brazil has,
for many of us, recently been a thing of hope,” said Bill Laurance,
director of the Centre for Tropical Environmental and Sustainability
Science, in an interview with Humanosphere. The rise in
deforestation can also be attributed to the faltering economy and
devaluation of the Brazilian real.
Read More on The Humanosphere

China Outlaws Eating
Endangered Species But Can Still
Be Used in Non-Food Products
It’s notorious for hosting the annual Yulin Dog-Meat
Eating Festival, a 10-day event where over 10,000 dogs
are consumed. But it seems China is (finally) one step
closer to improving its questionable animal rights record.
It recently passed a new law that bans the sale of food
products made from endangered species. Yet things may
not all be good news as the new law still allows for them
to be used for captive breeding, public performances and
consumption in non-food products.
Read More on The Metro

SPOTLIGHT ON INDIGENOUS HEALTH:
Tackling Rheumatic Heart Disease in
Indigenous Australians
Rheumatic heart disease causes a large burden of ill health among
Indigenous Australians. More investment is needed to prevent and
manage the disease, say experts in Sophie Cousin’s report. Australia
has one of the highest rates of acute rheumatic fever (ARF) and
rheumatic heart disease (RHD) in the world. In disadvantaged
Indigenous communities, people are up to eight times more likely
than other groups to be admitted to hospital and nearly 20 times
more likely to die from RHD, according to Australia's Menzies School
of Health Research.
Read More on The Lancet
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WEEKLYBULLETIN
"We were surprised to discover that even those reefs most isolated from local impacts like
pollution and fishing were no better off in terms of coral and seaweed cover." This finding totally
overturns a major paradigm in reef ecology and conservation: the assumption that isolated reefs
are near-pristine and more resilient to global warming." John Bruno, professor of marine ecology
at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill.
"To save coral reefs, we need to reduce our overreliance on fossil fuels and lead global efforts to
swiftly and drastically cut carbon emissions in the coming decades. Local management alone
won't cut it.” Abel Valdivia, marine ecologist with the Center for Biological Diversity in Arizona.

Read More on Common Dreams
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http://www.planetfriendly.net/calendar/
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https://www.habitat3.org

http://www.phac-aspc.gc.ca/ph-sp/docs/
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CASE STUDIES OF LARGE
SCALE COMMUNITY HEALTH
WORKER PROGRAMS

Here provided is an overview of seven large-scale community health worker (CHW) programs. All are publicsector programs except for the first example from Bangladesh, which describes the CHW program of BRAC
(Bangladesh Rural Advancement Committee). BRAC has recently become the largest nongovernmental
organization, or NGO, in the world. It has almost 100,000 CHWs in Bangladesh.
The examples provided are meant to inform policymakers and program implementers in designing,
implementing, scaling up and strengthening large-scale CHW programs. CHW programs, by their very nature,
are a product of the local context because many geographical, historical, cultural, social and health-system
factors influence how CHW programs emerge and evolve. Thus, as is appropriate for a guide such as this, these
case studies provide examples of how CHW programs emerge and operate in regions throughout the world—
Asia, the Middle East, Africa and South America.
Read More on MCHIP
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FOUR GRAPHS TO SHOW HOW
THE UN SPENT $17 BILLION

The operational arm of the United Nations, UNOPS, has just published its annual statistical report on UN
procurement, examining the spending on goods and services around the world by 36 UN agencies and
organizations.
It reveals that a total of $17 billion was spent in 2015, a rise of $400 million on the preceding year. But it also
reveals that repeated calls for more procurement to come from the least developed nations have not yet been
heeded, despite gains for some developing countries. There was an increase of two percent in total
procurement costs in 2015, but an eight percent decrease in procurement from least developed nations,
compared to 2014.
Read More on IRIN
August 11, 2016
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NEW MILESTONE IN PRINTED
PHOTOVOLTAIC
TECHNOLOGY

Organic solar cells are considered a competitive alternative to the standard silicon cells that are used in
photovoltaics. They are incredibly thin, flexible and translucent, and can be integrated into window glass or
used by architects as design elements in large lighting installations.
In contrast to the silicon cells that are often installed in photovoltaic systems on the roofs of buildings, organic
solar cells are made of special semiconductor-based polymers called fullerenes - minute carbon molecules that
look like footballs. Using fullerenes makes the cells highly efficient but also less durable, meaning that they are
unable to match the standard technology over longer periods than 30 years, for example. 'The environmental
stability of these kinds of solar cells is not yet sufficient,' says Prof. Dr. Christoph Brabec, renowned
photovoltaics researcher and materials scientist and Chair of Materials for Electronics and Energy Technology
at Friedrich Alexandar University (FAU) in Nurnberg, Germany.
However, that is about to change. Together with colleagues from Imperial College London and the King
Abdullah University of Science and Technology (KAUST), FAU researchers led by Professor Brabec and
materials scientist Nicola Gasparini, a doctoral candidate at FAU, have now managed to find an alternative to
fullerenes. 'We have identified a new organic molecule that is not based on fullerenes’.
Read More on Solar Daily
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FRAGILE STATES
INDEX

For 12 years, the Fragile States Index (FSI), created by the Fund for Peace and published by Foreign Policy, has
taken stock of the year's events, using 12 social, economic and political indicators to analyze how wars, peace
accords, environmental calamities and political movements have pushed countries toward stability or closer to
the brink of collapse. The index then ranks the countries accordingly, from most fragile to least.

And in terms of the countries that became more fragile this year, there were perhaps few surprises. The Syrian
civil war has been roiling the Middle East since 2011. But in 2015, spillover from the chaos finally hit Europe in
the form of more than 1 million asylum-seekers who flooded into the continent. Their arrival sent Europe into a
panic — and some previously stable countries were sent sliding up the ranks of the index.
Hungary and the other central European countries that line the so-called Balkan route from the Middle East to
Europe saw a xenophobic backlash, often stoked by their own politicians, raising growing concerns about the
state of human rights in these countries. The migrant crisis also played a role in the United Kingdom’s
referendum on whether to leave the European Union. Those advocating that Britain go it alone often cited
concerns about migration and the need for Britain to maintain control of its own borders.
Read More on Foreign Policy
August 11, 2016
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STRATEGIES FOR ADDRESSING POOR
STATISTICAL LITERACY AMONG
HEALTH SCIENTISTS AND
SCIENCE COMMUNICATORS

There is much banter in the educational media about shifting levels of literacies across several domains. Recent
furor has been spurred by the publishing of results from the Organization for Economic Cooperation and
Development’s (OECD) 2012 study, Programme for International Student Assessment which sought to measure
science and mathematical literacy among residents of the OECD’s 44 member nations. North Americans in
particular did not fare well in the report, which found that a large number of Canadians can master complex
problem solving skills, but are unable to work with numbers at a high level of competency. Indeed, 23 percent
of Canadians performed at the lowest level of numerate competency, compared with the OECD average of 19
percent. Americans’ math and problem-solving skills lagged even further behind those of their OECD
counterparts.
An important dimension of numeracy is statistical literacy (SL), with basic numeracy being a prerequisite for
becoming statistically literate. SL can be considered the ability to comprehend statistical language and meaning,
when presented in a casual manner, as is relevant when a consumer is presented with advertising claiming that
“4 out of 5 dentists” recommend a particular brand of toothpaste. It can also be considered a base skills set for
scholars seeking to assess and communicate evidence generated from their own research. In the latter respect,
a sustained focus on the maintenance of a high level of statistical competency among researchers is essential for
the growth and proper application of scientific evidence.
Read More on Research Gate
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THREE TIPS FOR SUPPORTING
CANDIDATES ON THE ACADEMIC
JOB MARKET

The academic job market can be especially trying market to navigate, according to Rutgers University Professor
Stina Soderling, which is why mentors need to be aware of what forms of encouragement will and won’t help
young job candidates.
The author outlines three key ways to support candidates and avoid accidentally causing frustration or anxiety
with well-meaning platitudes.
Soderling urges supporters to avoid statements such as “I’m sure you’ll get a job soon” or “you’re doing really
well,” which one job seeker explains may sound “patronizing…and completely devoid of… material concerns
such as how I will eat [or] pay rent.” Instead, Soderling recommends validating the job seeker’s experience,
encouraging them not to focus all of their energy on their job hunt, and supporting their decisions during the
search process.
Read More on Academic Group
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In Montreal with thousands of advocates for a better, more just and equal world at
the opening concert of the World Social Forum.
(August 9, 2016)

This Newsletter is FREE.
Planetary Health Weekly is an e-newsletter published in collaboration with the
Planetary Health Commission at Ryerson University in Toronto, Canada
To Subscribe/Unsubscribe: planetaryhealth.ca/weekly

CONTACTUS
@PlanetaryWeekly

planetaryhealthweekly@gmail.com

@PlanetaryHealthWeekly

Planetary Health Weekly

Publisher and Editor: Dr. David Zakus
dzakus@ryerson.ca

Discover planetaryhealth.ca

Production: Abinethaa Paramasivam &
Angeline Sahayanathan

Programs designed to transcend
disciplinary boundaries to find lasting
solutions to social issues.
Child & Youth Care
Disability Studies
Early Childhood Studies
Midwifery
Nursing
Nutrition
Occupational & Public Health
Social Work
Urban & Regional Planning
350 Victoria St.
Toronto, ON
M5B 2K3

