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Droughts and Heatwaves
Cause 10% Drop in Annual
Crop Harvests
Over the past five decades, hundreds of
droughts and heatwaves have struck
countries across the world. A new study
finds that these events caused an average
annual drop in national crop production of
around 10%. The cumulative global losses of
these hot and dry extremes amount to 3bn
tonnes of cereal crops, the study says –
equivalent to three times the global maize
harvest last year.

Read More on CarbonBrief
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More Data Mapping Can Help Countries
Tackle Deforestation
Though the Amazon rain forest stretches across a group of South
American countries it has practically become synonymous with
Brazil. The country alone is home to roughly 60 percent of the
Amazon, and until recently, much of it was being lost to
deforestation at alarming rates. Nowadays, through satellite imagery
technology and spatial analysis, municipalities can have access to
mapping information to track deforestation patterns.
Read More on Devex
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Deworming: What's the Deal Here?
Soil-transmitted helminthiasis has received a great deal of attention.
These intestinal worms are called “parasites” for good reason. They
feed off their hosts — especially children living in communities
where adequate nutrition and access to potable water sources and
sanitation facilities are limited. Infected children should be
dewormed. But testing and treating children one by one, especially
those who live in low-resource settings, would be cumbersome and
expensive. With such an approach, many of the children with the
highest disease burden would go untreated. Mass deworming is the
most cost-effective way to ensure that infected children receive
much-needed treatment.
Read More on Devex

Debate Behind Recommendations
on Cellphone Risk
Radiation released by nuclear bombs is obviously harmful.
Known as ionizing radiation, it is powerful enough to remove
electrons from atoms. By contrast, radio-frequency energy is a
form of non-ionizing radiation given off by cellular and
portable phones, Wi-Fi routers, baby monitors and countless
other devices. There is little to no evidence that cellphone
signals raise the risk of brain cancer or other health problems;
rather, behaviours like texting while driving are seen as the
real health concerns.
Read More on The New York Times

Period Panties Invention Is
Revolutionizing Feminine Hygiene
Miki is an entrepreneur and co-founder of the sexy period-proof
underwear called THINX, a necessary product for women who
don’t want to or can’t wear pads or tampons. But it is also a way
to start a larger conversation that would allow women to speak
more openly about the menstrual period that happens once a
month for most of a women’s life. THINX isn’t the Manhattan
project and menstrual blood isn’t classified information. Frank
conversation will lead to new ideas and a honest reactions about
what works and what doesn’t for millions of women who lack
such hygiene products.
Read More on Collectively
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Costa Rica Boasts 99%
Renewable Energy in 2015
Almost all of Costa Rica's electricity came from renewable sources in
2015, making it one of a few countries in the world to eschew fossil
fuels in energy generation. Three-quarters of Costa Rica's electricity is
generated by hydroelectric plants, taking advantage of the country's
abundant river system and heavy tropical rainfalls. The rest comes
from geothermal, wind, biomass and solar sources. The path away
from fossil fuels and towards clean energy in the small Central
American nation is seen as aspirational for other countries wanting to
cut fossil-fuel pollution blamed on global warming.
Read More on Yahoo

Protecting Tropical Forests: A Triple
Win for Climate and Development
On the opening day of the climate summit in Paris, 20
governments and dozens of high-tech industry leaders and
philanthropists pledged to massively increase investment in
research and development to spur innovation in clean energy.
However, far less attention was devoted to a strategy for
protecting and maintaining tropical forests which have a
crucial role in promoting global climate stability, supporting
sustainable livelihoods and contributing to the resilience of
households and societies. Investment in protecting tropical
forests offers a rare triple win for climate and development.
Read More on Devex

Climate 101 with Bill Nye
Approximately 97% of climate scientists agree that man-made
climate change is a reality. We know it’s happening, and we
know why: carbon pollution is warming our planet and creating
dirty weather like extreme droughts, flooding, wildfires, and
superstorms. And we’re all paying the price for it in lives,
livelihoods, food and water scarcity, and in every way
imaginable.

Bill Nye (the Science Guy) gives this simple but astonishing
explanation about how our climate works so you won’t be
fooled by deceitful companies, organizations and politicians.
Watch the Four Minute Video on Climate Reality Project
January 28, 2016
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The SDGs Should Stand for
Senseless, Dreamy and Garbled
Play sports! Be in harmony with nature! And end all preventable
deaths! Only the U.N. could have come up with a document so
worthless. Nothing better reflects the decline and fall of hopes for
Western foreign aid than the United Nations Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs) for 2030. The 17 goals in turn have 169
targets, a list that has both too many items and too little content for
each one. In the SDGs, it is hard to imagine what the time-bound and
quantified target is for harmony with nature. Unlike the MDGs, the
SDGs are so encyclopedic that everything is top priority, which
means nothing is a priority.
Read More on Foreign Policy

The NRA Is Just Veneer; Blame Dan
Quayle, John Snow and
The Corporate Killing Machines
After each mass gun slaughter in the US, public attention
focuses on the role of the National Rifle Association (NRA) as
the biggest obstacle to sane gun laws. But Wayne LaPierre,
who runs the NRA, isn’t the problem. Trade associations don’t
cause recessions, or set gouging prices on drug products, or
sell tainted meat. Individual companies do. And it’s individual
firearm producing company management that should be front
and center in any gun safety discussion.
Read More on US Politics Today

INDIGENOUS HEALTH CORNER:
Ryerson’s Indigenous Social Work
Degree and Student Story
When Heather Sararas was four-and-a-half years old, she and
her siblings were put up for adoption, separated from their
mother and each other. Her adoptive parents were told by the
adoption agency that she had been abandoned by her mother
and given up by her grandmother, who couldn’t handle the
responsibility. Only as an adult did Sararas learn she was
aboriginal. Only in her fifties, while studying for her bachelor of
social work degree at Ryerson, did she learn the whole truth.
Read More on ryerson.ca
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WEEKLYBULLETIN
QUOTE OF THE WEEK
“Climate change is contributing to conflict across the world, which is
why the climate deal in Paris is of such fundamental importance. But
we know that for too many in the world, this ambitious deal is still too
late. So we must also strengthen the resilience of communities to
adapt to climate changes already well under way. Climate change and
conflict are linked, and their implications can be lasting and transcend
borders. But addressing these issues together can open up crucial
opportunities to save lives, reduce the risk of instability and create a
climate for lasting peace.”
Harriet Lamb, CEO of International Alert
Read More on Devex

EVENTSTABLE
DATE
Feb.
22-24

CONFERENCE
27th Ethiopian Public Health Association
Annual Conference

LOCATION

REGISTER

Addis Ababa
Ethiopia

http://www.etpha.org/

Mar.
3-5

Conference on Global Status of Women and Girls

Virginia
USA

http://globalstatusofwomen

Mar.
12

Moving forward together: Advancing
rehabilitation in a global context

Montreal
Canada

https://www.mcgill.ca

Apr.
9-11

7th Annual Consortium of Universities for
Global Health Conference

San Francisco
USA

http://cugh.org/

Apr.
16-17

Global Health and Innovation Conference

New Haven
USA

https://maestro

May.
13-15

Peace, Global Health and Sustainability
(PEGASUS)

May.
17-20

International Congress on Integrative Medicine
and Health (ICIMH)

May.
26-27

Indigenous Health Conference

Nov.
14-18

Fourth Global Symposium on Health Systems
Research

@PlanetaryWeeky
January 28, 2016

@PlanetaryHealthWeeky

Toronto
Canada
Las Vegas
USA
Toronto
Canada
Vancouver
Canada

Planetary Health Weekly

http://www.pegasusconference.ca/

https://www.cvent.com/

http://www.cpd.utoronto.ca/

http://www.csih.org/en/events/

CONNECT WITH
Planetary Health Weekly
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The International Joint Policy Committee for the Societies of
Epidemiology (IJPC-SE) is Now Quite a Presence and in
the Process of Becoming a Charity.
The International Joint Policy Committee of the Societies of Epidemiology (IJPC-SE) is a consortium of 19
epidemiology societies, national and international in scope, organized to coordinate and unify joint policy
actions among societies of epidemiologists, globally. Membership of the IJPC-SE is open to all participating
societies, each with one vote; each society appoints its own representatives.
Working to serve the public interest, the IJPC-SE operates at the interface of research and policy. We promote
the ethical use of the science of epidemiology to generate evidence needed for informing health and public
policy. We provide a transparent, international forum for surveillance of, and communication about, funding,
regulatory, and legislative environments relating to public health. Through the mobilization of coordinated
joint action among an international group of epidemiology societies and associations, we strive to ensure that
both decision-makers and the public, when making policy decisions, draw upon valid epidemiologic evidence,
unadulterated by the influence of vested interests.
Do you agree that terrible harms to health and the future of the planet have resulted from the misuse of science
by special interests, some examples of which have included tobacco, asbestos, coal and oil interests? If so, you
will be sympathetic to the mission of the IJPC-SE, an organization that serves as a counter-balance to the
ideological think tanks and hired guns that cast doubt, foment uncertainty, and thereby confuse the public and
policy-makers on these and related hazards.

Read More on ijpc-se.org
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Costs, Affordability and Feasibility of an Essential Package of
Cancer Control Interventions in Low-Income and Middle-Income
Countries: Key Messages from Disease Control Priorities, 3rd Edition
Investments in cancer control including prevention, detection, diagnosis, surgery, other treatment and
palliative care are increasingly needed in low-income and particularly in middle-income countries, where most
of the world's cancer deaths occur without treatment or palliation. To help countries expand locally
appropriate services, Cancer (the third volume of nine in Disease Control Priorities, 3rd edition) developed an
essential package of potentially cost-effective measures for countries to consider and adapt. Interventions
included in the package are:
 Prevention of tobacco-related cancer and virus-related liver and cervical cancers.
 Diagnosis and treatment of early breast cancer, cervical cancer and selected childhood cancers.
 Widespread availability of palliative care, including opioids.
These interventions would cost an additional US$20 billion per year worldwide, constituting 3% of total public
spending on health in low-income and middle-income countries. With implementation of an appropriately
tailored package, most countries could substantially reduce suffering and premature death from cancer before
2030, with even greater improvements in later decades.

Read More on The Lancet
January 28, 2016
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As China Hungers for Coal, ‘Behemoth’ Studies
the Ravages at the Source
The artist and filmmaker Zhao Liang has shed light on some of the darkest corners of Chinese society, filming in
locations as obscure as a shantytown known as the “petitioners’ village” and a military police office on the
North Korean border.
But for his latest project, the director has focused his lens on a more visible social issue in China — so much
more visible that he first spotted it while studying a satellite map. Behemoth is a documentary that combines
art and film to produce a powerful testament to the human and environmental costs of coal mining and
consumption in China, the world’s biggest user of coal and the leading emitter of greenhouse gases from coal.
Set in the Wuhai area of Inner Mongolia, far from the smog-choked cities that dominate headlines, the film
depicts the ravaging of the region’s famed grasslands by coal mining companies. In one scene, sheep graze in a
green pasture. Nearby, trucks and industrial machines swivel and churn in gaping pits of billowing, gray coal
dust. Day and night, nameless workers sift and shovel. In the iron works, they stoke fiery furnaces in sweltering
heat. They come home with scour faces caked with dust, but their eyes almost always seem lined with black
soot.
Read More on The New York Times
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Cities and Development
For the first time in human history more people now live and towns and cities than in rural areas. In the
wealthier countries of the world, the transition from predominantly rural to urban habitation is more or less
complete. But in many parts of Africa, Asia and Latin America, urban populations are expanding rapidly.
Current UN projections indicate that virtually all population growth in the world over the next 30 years will
be absorbed by towns and cities in developing countries. These simple demographic facts have profound
implications for those concerned with understanding and addressing the pressing global development
challenges of reducing poverty, promoting economic growth, improving human security and confronting
environmental change.
The revised and expanded second edition of Cities and Development explores the dynamic relationship
between urbanism and development from a global perspective. The book surveys a wide range of topics,
including: the historical origins of world urbanization; the role cities play in the process of economic
development; the nature of urban poverty and the challenge of promoting sustainable livelihoods; the
complexities of managing urban land, housing, infrastructure and urban services; and the spectres of endemic
crime, conflict and violence in urban areas.
Read More on Routledge
January 28, 2016
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COP21: Paris Deal Far Too Weak to Prevent
Devastating Climate Change
The Paris Agreement to tackle global warming has actually dealt a major setback to the fight against climate
change. The deal may have been trumpeted by world leaders but is far too weak to do help prevent devastating
harm to the Earth, it is claimed. In a joint letter to The Independent, some of the world’s top climate scientists
launch a blistering attack on the deal, warning that it offers “false hope” that could ultimately prove to be
counterproductive in the battle to curb global warming.

Because of the Paris failure, the academics say the world’s only chance of saving itself from rampant global
warming is a giant push into controversial and largely untested geo-engineering technologies that seek to cool
the planet by manipulating the Earth’s climate system.
Read More on Independent
PAGE | 10
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ICC Begins Trial of Lord's Resistance Army Leader for War Crimes
The Hague (AFP) - War crimes prosecutors lifted the veil on a campaign of terror by the notorious Lord's
Resistance Army (LRA) In northern Uganda, telling how children were beaten and bullied to become soldiers,
with some burnt alive.
Former LRA commander Dominic Ongwen faces 70 charges including war crimes and crimes against humanity
at the International Criminal Court, where prosecutors described years of brutality, rape and cruelty, even acts
of cannibalism.
He is the first commander of the LRA to appear before the ICC, which has also issued an arrest warrant for the
group's fugitive chief Joseph Kony, who has evaded an international manhunt for years.

Gruesome images of the bodies of LRA victims, burned out huts and the abandoned corpses of children were
shown to the three-judge panel on the opening day of the hearing.
Read More on Yahoo
January 28, 2016
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From the Canadian Nursing Students Association 2016 National Conference in Sault Ste. Marie, Ontario,
Canada. 325 highly motivated nursing students from right across Canada gathering to learn from each
other and expert speakers on their developmental route to becoming caring professionals
(January 28, 2016).
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