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Bayer Admitted To Giving Kids
AIDS
Internal documents show that after Bayer
absolutely knew that they had a medication that
was infected with the aids virus, they took the
product off the market in the U.S., but dumped it
in France, Asia, Europe and Latin America. This
injected medication is usually used to treat
Hemophiliacs. Despite being aware that the
drug was infected with the aids virus, they had
to figure out a way to make a profit on a
product that they could not sell in America.
They made a huge profit by dropping it in Spain,
France and Japan. In America, not one corporate
executive in this company has been indicted or
criminally investigated by the justice
department.
Watch The Video on AwarenessActVideo
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Saharan Dust Effects On Human Health: A
Challenge for Cuba’s Researchers
WHO consider the affects of air pollution one of the most pressing global
health priorities. Several years ago, scientists began noting a link between
Saharan dust (a meteorological phenomenon that diminishes air quality as it
spreads over the globe) and some diseases, but the few studies to date have
been inconsistent. Cuba has the human and material resources to study the
association between Saharan dust and health. However, lack of integration in
research project development has created a few short comings. This paper
aims to describe the impact of Saharan dust on human health, provide
information of resources and favorable conditions in Cuba for research
needed, and encourage Cuba’s scientific community to collaborate in such an
undertaking.

Read More on MEDICC Review
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Dozens Of Countries Poised To Drive Out Malaria
By 2020
Hopes of eliminating malaria from more than 30 countries with a total
population of 2 billion have risen following the successful removal of the
disease from Sri Lanka. Public health officials said 13 countries, including
Argentina and Turkey, had reported no cases for at least a year and may
follow the success of Sri Lanka, which declared itself malaria-free after
meeting t he criterion of going three years without an infection. By the end of
the decade, another 21 countries, including China, Malaysia and Iran, could
be free of the disease which kills 400,000 people, mostly babies and pregnant
women, every year. The director of WHO’s global malaria program said Sri
Lanka had shown that, with commitment, any government could eliminate
malaria.

Read More on The Guardian

Ebola Virus Lasts In Semen For Up To 565
Days
The largest analysis yet has found Ebola Virus particles present
in semen as long as 565 days after recovery from an infection,
highlighting the potential role of sex in sparking another
outbreak. This study involved 429 men seen between July 2015
and May 2016 who were part of the Liberian government’s
Men’s Health Screening Program (MHSP). This program
provides important insights into how long Ebola remains in
semen, a key component to preventing flare-ups of the disease
and protecting survivors and their loved ones.
Read More on Reuters

Marrying Minors In Indonesia
Child marriage is less common in Indonesia than in some corners of the
world, notably South Asia and sub-Saharan Africa. But Indonesia still
ranks among the ten countries with the highest number of young brides.
UNICCEF estimates that each year 50,000 Indonesian girls aged under 15
marry, and 340,000 aged under 18. Recent government figures suggest
that nearly a quarter of Indonesian women aged between 20 and 24 who
have ever married did so before turning 18. The case for discouraging
early marriage is compelling. A girl is more likely to marry young if she is
poor, lives in the countryside, or has parents with little education or a
mother who married very young herself. Gradually improving education,
urbanization and rising incomes all mean the national rate of early
marriage is falling.

Read More on The Economist
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Growing E-Waste Challenge Needs A Circular Solution
As governments, businesses and citizens wait for specifics to emerge from
the European Commission’s Circular Economy Package; and politicians
debate how high its recycling target should be, a more pressing question
needs to be answered:
“How can we ever achieve a circular economy when millions of tonnes
of resources from e-waste alone are being thrown away?”
This paper addresses the problems surrounding improperly treated e-waste,
through introducing a solution to help businesses effectively implement a
circular solution.

Read More On The Computing Resources

Flooding Of Coast, Caused By Global Warming,
Has Already Begun
Five hundred miles down the Atlantic Coast, the only road to Tybee Island,
Georgia, is disappearing beneath the sea several times a year, cutting the
town off from the mainland. Another 500 miles in Fort Lauderdale,
increased tidal flooding is forcing into the city to spend millions fixing
battered roads and drains, and at times, to send out giant vacuum trucks to
suck saltwater off the streets. For decades, as the global warming created
by human emissions caused land ice to melt and ocean water to expand,
scientists’ warnings that the rise of the sea would eventually imperil the
United States’ coastline are no longer theoretical.

Read More on The New York Times

Sensor-strapped Seals are Eco-Schooling Us,
And Other Stories Everyone’s Talking About
In most situations, strapping anything to a seal’s head would land you in a
lot of trouble, ethically and quite possibly in terms of safety too. Elephant
seals are scoping out the effects of climate change, by getting sensors
strapped to their heads. Elephant seals can dive almost 2,500 meters,
making them helpers for a study of Antarctica’s bottom water. This
admittedly unappealing bottom water is located in the deep ocean, and
helps drive heat through the oceans and hence around the planet. Thanks
to the elephant seals and their temperature sensor hats, scientists have
been able to show that freshwater from melting ice shelves is having a
negative impact on the bottom water, which is bad news for the planet, but
news that is necessary to know.
Read More on The Collectively
October 06, 2016
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Mark Zuckerberg, Priscilla Chan Pledge Billions To
Fight All Disease
Facebook Chief Executive Mark Zuckerberg and his wife Priscilla Chan
pledged more than three billion dollars toward a plan to cure, prevent or
manage all disease within a child’s lifetime. Speaking through tears at a San
Francisco event to announce the initiative, Chan said she hopes to spare
parents the pain she had seen while delivering difficult news as a
pediatrician. Zuckerberg said science and the medical community have
made rapid advancements over the last 50 years, including eradicating small
pox and nearly eliminating polio without the aid of modern technology. The
plan includes creating a bioscience research center, called the Biohub,
developing a chip to diagnose diseases, and ways to monitor the
bloodstream continuously and map cell types in the body.

Read More on The Huffington Post

Cleaning Up Diesel Too Costly For Mass Market,
Renault Says, As Real-World Testing Looms
Since the news of Volkswagen’s illegal “defeat device” software in TDI diesel
cars broke almost a year ago, the future of diesel cars has been the topic of
much discussion. Carmakers have known about tightening emissions
standards for some time, but now the threat of on-road testing in real-world
conditions appears to be boosting the costs of getting diesel engines to meet
them. Renault believes the costs involved with meeting stricter emissions
standards will cause diesel to gradually disappear from the European
market. Carmakers expect much tougher real-world testing to be mandatory
in Europe by 2019, and for emissions standards to get even more stringent
beyond that.

Read More on Green Car Reports

SPOTLIGHT ON INDIGENOUS HEALTH:
Argentina’s Indigenous Communities Unite To Stop Fracking
Oil companies looking to expand on fracking have met a great deal of resistance in
Argentina, where conservationists and the indigenous communities say the gas
extraction technique has severely polluted their land and water. Argentina has
been a particularly appealing target for oil companies in recent years. Much of the
country’s shale oil reserves are in formations in the country’s Neuquen province,
where a fracking site called Vaca Muerta, or Dead Cow, produces more shale gas
than any other place in the world outside the United States. However, many in the
local Mapuche communities now suffer from cancer, and say that fracking has
contaminated the groundwater. The Mapuche people have remained firm in their
resistance against the oil companies. Many have joined the Mapuche Confederation
of Neuquen, which helps provide resources, publicity, representation and a broad
network of other communities with which to organize.

Read More on The Humanosphere
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WEEKLYBULLETIN
QUOTE OF THE WEEK
Nobel Iaureate Malala Yousafzai calling on world leaders to provide
education to girls in refugee camps to avoid them being forced into early
marriage or child labor the week before President Barack Obama hosted the
first U.N. summit on refugees on September 20 in New York:
“Why do world leaders waste our time with this pageant of sympathy while
they are unwilling to do the one thing that will change the future for
millions of children?”
“They’re hoping for more than survival” she said. “And they have the
potential to help rebuild safe, peaceful , prosperous countries, but they can’t
do this without education.”
For more see: The Huffington Post

EVENTSTABLE
DATE
Oct.
15-16

Oct.
16-17

CONFERENCE

LOCATION

Climate Change Adaptation 2016
Fifth International Conference
6th Global Forum on Health
Promotion

Toronto,
Canada

REGISTER
http://planetfriendly.net/calendar/

Charlottetown,
https://parc.ophea.net/event/
Canada

Oct.
17-20

Habitat III: The United Nations
Conference on Housing and
Sustainable Urban Development

Quito,
Ecuador

http://www.habitat3.org

Oct.
18-19

Health Promotion Ontario Annual
Conference

Ottawa,
Canada

http://www.phac-aspc.gc.ca/ph-sp/docs/charter
-chartre/pdf/charter.pdf

Oct.
18-23

Planet In Focus: 17th Environmental
Film Festival

Toronto,
Canada

http://planetinfocus.org/

Nov.
9-11
Nov.
14-18
Nov.
21-24

The Thirteenth AMNET
International Conference on Chronic
Diseases
4th Global Symposium on Health
Systems
Research
9th Global Conference on Health
Promotion

New Mexico,
USA
Vancouver
Canada
Shanghai
China

http://www.amnet.bcom.org/

http://www.csih.org/en/events/
http://www.who.int/healthpromotion

CONNECT WITH
@PlanetaryWeeky
October 06, 2016

@PlanetaryHealthWeeky
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LANDMARK: GLOBAL PLATFORM FOR
INDIGENOUS AND COMMUNITY LANDS

LandMark is a dynamic, online mapping platform that provides critical information on the collective land and
natural resource rights of Indigenous Peoples and local communities around the world. The global platform
supports local livelihoods and well-being by increasing the visibility of indigenous and community lands and
presenting crucial information on the state of land rights. LandMark acts as the world’s first interactive global
platform held and used by indigenous peoples and local communities.
The platform provides information at the community and national level that allows users to compare the land
tenure situation within and across countries. The launch event will explore key trends in indigenous and
community lands at the global level and demonstrate how the platform can be used to raise awareness, engage
audiences and help indigenous peoples and communities protect their land rights.
To Explore More Visit Landmark Map
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SIXTH SUSPECT ARRESTED IN
BERTA CACERES KILLING

Another suspect involved in the killing of environmentalist and indigenous leader Berta Caceres was arrested. Elvin
Heriberto Rapalo Orellana, also known as El Comanche, was the last person of interest wanted for allegedly carrying out
the killing.
Ricardo Castro, head of the Central American country’s criminal investigation unit, said Orellana could also be behind the
shooting of Mexican activist Gustavo Castro who was with Caceres when the attack took place in March. Castro survived
the attack.
Investigators are still working to find out who ordered the killing. Caceres, a Lenca Indian activist who won the 2015
Goldman Environmental Prize, was shot to death by three gunmen who broke into her home. Caceres fought against
construction of the Agua Zarca Dam on the Gualcarque River, a waterway the Lenca considered to be sacred. Dam
opponents argued it would destroy the lives of hundreds of Lenca by cutting off the access to the river.
Among the arrested suspects are an active duty army officer and a man who may have worked for Dessarrollos
Energeticos SA, also known as DESA.

Read More on VOA News

October 06, 2016
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375 TOP SCIENTISTS WARN NOT TO VOTE
FOR TRUMP

Hundreds of the world’s leading scientists, including famed physicist Stephen Hawking, warn in an open letter
that a Donald Trump win in November would prove disastrous to global efforts against climate change.
The Republican presidential nominee, who once claimed global warming is a hoax, “created by and for the
Chinese”,” vowed in May that he would “cancel” the historic Paris climate agreement.
Opting out of that pact, write the 375 members of the U.S. National Academy of Sciences, including 30 Nobel
Prize winners, would have “severe and long lasting consequences, both for the planet and for the United States’
credibility”.
Trump has made his feelings about climate change and environmental protection alarmingly clear. He’s said
weather “goes up and it goes down,” and warned that unlike him, Democratic nominee Hillary Clinton wants
to “shut down the mines.” Trump’s senior economic adviser, Stephen Moore, said that lifting all restrictions on
mining, fracking and drilling is among the ways the GOP candidate plans to pay for his costly proposals.

Read More on The Huffington Post
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THESE AFRICAN COUNTRIES DON’T WANT
YOUR USED CLOTHES ANYMORE

Imports of used clothing have devastated the local clothing industries and led the region to rely far too heavily on
the West.
A number of countries in East Africa are fed up with the onslaught of secondhand items they receive from Western
nonprofits and wholesalers, and want to ban such imports altogether.
In 2014, a handful of East African countries imported more than $300 million worth of secondhand clothing from the
United States and other wealthy countries. The used items have created a robust market in East Africa and thereby a
decent amount of jobs. But experts say the vast amount of these imports have devastated local clothing industries and led
the region to rely far too heavily on the West.
In March, the East African Community (EAC), which is made up of Kenya, Uganda, Tanzania, Burundi and
Rwanda, proposed banning all imported used clothing and shoes by 2019. The goal is to stop relying on imports from rich
nations, boost local manufacturing and create new jobs.
However, the law is unlikely to pass. There is resistance from the U.S., which unloads hordes of secondhand clothes all
over the world, and from sellers in East Africa whose livelihood depends on these shipments, as well as from experts who
think an outright ban won’t be enough for these countries to restore production at home.

Read More on The Huffington Post
October 06, 2016
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THE LONG ROAD TO LAND TITLING:
KENYA FINALLY ENACTS NEW LAWS

At last Kenya has a Community Land Act. This was enacted just 10 days before a constitutional deadline, and signed into law
on 31 August 2016. Regulations under the act are yet to be drafted. As a number of uncertainties remain, their content will be
crucial. Helpfully, the law commits the Cabinet Secretary to draft regulations with public participation.
This strategy has been adopted by other African states with mainly poor and painfully slow results, and contemporarily by
Malawi in its yet to be assented Customary Land Act. Kenya itself began much simpler individual farm-based titling sixty years
ago and it is still not done. With much larger estates to identify and demarcate and many more actors to adjudicate with and
satisfy, community titling will be yet slower. In the absence of community level government such as instituted in Tanzania or
Ethiopia, Kenyan communities will have to formalize themselves, their land rules, and land governance institutions from
scratch. As a major sector of communities are pastoralists with overlapping rights to each other’s domains, this will often be
contentious. Nevertheless, in conditions of weakly democratizing and impunity-prone states, the advantage of protectively
double-locking community lands in registered entitlements is evident.

Read More on Reuters
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UNDERGRAD EDUCATION SHOULD
INCLUDE RESEARCH EXPERIENCE

“Undergrad students who conduct...or participate in research projects find this work transforms their undergraduate years,”
writes Diane Peters for University Affairs.
The author argues that participating in research projects during an undergraduate education can provide students with key
hands-on experience while preserving the benefits of an academic context. The author highlights several stories illustrating
the value of such experience to students studying in Canada; yet concludes that widespread success will ultimately “only
happen if there’s the right funding for faculty and support for things like curriculum development.”
Undergraduate students who conduct or participate in research projects find this work transforms their undergraduate
years. Instead of taking in information passively, they’re digging for new data and making their own connections. What’s
more, the techniques they learn doing research projects – defining an issue, collecting and synthesizing data, communicating
results, which translate into job skills and offer valuable preparation if they decide to pursue a graduate degree. These
students may even contribute to original academic knowledge. The relatively low number of research opportunities for
undergrads generally get snapped up by top performing students. When only a small group gets access, it translates into a
diversity problem; studies indicate this work benefits underperforming students the most. To level things out, he says
universities need to get inquiry-based learning by way of research projects into classrooms. That will only happen if there’s
the right funding for faculty and support for things like curriculum development.
It’s mostly just change in attitude.
Read More on University Affairs
October 06, 2016
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Leading the Procession of Animals at the end of the
Earth Mass, at the Cathedral of St. John the Divine,
New York City, October 2, 2016
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