PLANETARY
HEALTH WEEKLY
BRINGING YOU CURRENT NEWS ON GLOBAL HEALTH & ECOLOGICAL WELLNESS
October 20, 2016

planetaryhealthweekly.wordpress.com

Volume 2, Issue 42

Eradicating River Blindness in
Guatemala Scratches The
Surface Of A Global Problem
In Guatemala, the eradication of river
blindness has been achieved. River
blindness is a parasitic infection spread by
the bites of infected flies that breed in
rivers. This causes itching, discoloration of
the skin, rashes and eye disease. When this
is left untreated, permanent blindness can
be caused. Now, Guatemala has been
granted verification of elimination of river
blindness.
Read More on Humanosphere
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Climate Impact on Crops Will Hit Poorest
According to a new research, regions vulnerable to climate change
will be growing more than half of the world’s maize crops as well
as a third of wheat and rice in the next 50 to 100 years.
Additionally, there is expected to be 9 billion people living in this
world by 2050 and global food production will rise by 60% to
110%. These drastic changes will effect the world’s poorest
countries and will be hazardous to the planet’s ecosystem. With
climate change on the rise, researchers believe this will have a
detrimental effect on the yield of crops per hectare.

Read More on Climate News Network
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Social Determinants of Influenza
Illness and Universal Flu Vaccine
In order to prevent severe influenza illnesses, accessibility to
health care services is crucial. But due to inequalities in the United
States, many disadvantaged populations are more vulnerable to
influenza infection, since they have hardly any access to
vaccinations. However, an international team of scientists has
designed a new universal flu vaccines which can help protect from
global pandemics that could kill millions. A protection of up to
88% to known flu strains can be given by the vaccine which can
help end winter flu season.
Read More on Science Daily and NCM Journal

What’s Clogging Jakarta’s
Waterways? You Name It
One of Asia’s largest cities is Jakarta which has a
population of more than 10 million people. However,
approximately 20% of daily waste ends up in local rivers.
About 70% of waterways are blocked due to the trash and
this is leading to continuous flooding problems. Workers
like Mr. Bejo are using floating orange buoys- which are
also thrown by people- to trap the garbage. Mr. Bejo and
dozens of his colleagues stationed at waterways around
the city have pulled out refrigerators, televisions,
mattresses and furniture. In some cases, missing victims of
flash floods corpses are also found in rivers.
Read More on NY Times

World Food Day Around The World:
No Child Too Far
In recognition of World Food Day on October 16, how different
countries interact with food is examined. In Zimbabwe, many
families are struggling to have at least one meal a day. The
Zimbabwean government says more than four million
Zimbabweans need food assistance because of the El Ninoinduced drought which struck the south African nation.
Similarly, in Indonesia, families come to cafes every morning
and buy a nutrient rich porridge with vegetables and meat. This
program was created by volunteer community health workers
who wanted to create their own solution for young children.

Read More on UNICEF
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Land Under Threat Due To Population
Boom
Maria Banda from Malawi reflects on her horrifying experiences
which she endured in 1999 after losing land. She says, “I used to
farm on a piece of land measuring over 6,000 square metres from
which I was able to produce over 60 bags of maize. With this, I
could comfortably feed my family, and still have enough surplus
food to sell.” In Malawi, 65% of the population live in poverty and
80% of population lives in rural areas. However, Banda’s family is
seen as well off when they had land because they were able to
obtain plenty of fruits and vegetables. But now Banda’s situation
has changed. She said, “But look at me and my children now, all
that is a long gone and forgotten history.”
Read More on The Times Group

As Peat Bogs Burn, A Climate
Threat Rises
Peat has been increasing in the bog, where the spongy
moss is interspersed with black spruces and, on a late
spring morning, the air is teeming with mosquitoes.
There are 1.6 million square miles of peatlands which
is approximately 3% of Earth’s land surface. Peat is
composed of sphagnum and other mosses, and a large
amount of water and contain compounds that inhibit
decomposition. Overtime, the peat begins to buildup
and a small amount of peat is mined to burn as fuel, to
improve backyard gardens or to add smokiness to
Scotch.
Read More on NY Times

Tesco Slashes Plastic Bag Numbers
By 1.5 Billion in 12 Months
UK’s largest supermarket, Tesco, has released less than 1.5
billion fewer plastic bags because of the five pence charge.
Tesco, the UK's largest supermarket, has stated there has
been a 72% reduction in the use of single-use plastic bags
in its stores. In addition, 57% of online shoppers choose
"bagless" deliveries. The bag charge began as an aim to
reduce plastic bags used by shoppers across the UK. This
has been successful since there are six billion fewer plastic
bags in a year due to the charge. In addition, the five pence
fee raised more than £30m for charities.

Read More on Business Green
October 20, 2016
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We’re Gonna Need A Lot More
Teachers
By 2030, if every child attends school, 68.8 million
teachers are needed. Currently there are 263 million
school age children who do not go to school. And even if
these children do go to school, there are no teachers to
teach them. The U.N. Education, Science and Cultural
Organization (UNESCO) marked World Teachers’ Day
with a report that shows the major obstacles preventing
the world from achieving the Sustainable Development
Goals on education, with not enough teachers being one of
them.
Read More on Humanosphere

Green Climate Fund: Open
For Business
The Green Climate Fund is the world’s newest and
largest dedicated international climate fund which
prefers to spend its roughly $10 billion dollar
budget on adaptation and mitigation outcomes that
are going to catalyze change in the broader context
of sustainable development. Zaheer Fakir, co-chair
of the Sotu Korea- based organization says, “We live
in a society and a world today where we need to
think of doing things in a nontraditional way if
we’re going to achieve the 1.5 degree or 2 degree
goal, but the GCF in itself is not going to do it.”
Read More on Devex

SPOTLIGHT ON INDIGENOUS HEALTH:
Canada’s Minister Wilson-Raybould:
UN Indigenous Rights Declaration Can’t
Be Adopted ‘Word For Word’
Canada must adopt the United Nations Declaration on the Rights
of Indigenous Peoples in a way that translates into real change
for its Aboriginal citizens, federal Justice Minister Jody WilsonRaybould says. Earlier this summer, Minister Jody Wilson faced
criticism after telling an Assembly of First Nations meeting that
her government would not directly adopt the declaration into
law, but rather implement it through consultation.

Read More on HuffPost
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WEEKLYBULLETIN
Quote Of The Week
“What does it really mean to ‘leave no one behind’, as the SDGs
proclaim? Communities are not forgetfully left behind! It is the neoliberal policies
that systematically exclude them. “
Warda Rina, Programme Officer, Asia Pacific Forum
on Women, Law and Development
Read More on Asia Pacific Forum on Women, Law and Development

EVENTSTABLE
DATE
Nov,
4-5
Nov.

CONFERENCE
SPARK 2016 Gala and Conference

LOCATION

REGISTER

Boston
USA

https://schweitzerfellowship.givezooks.com/
events/spark-2016-gala-conference

9-11

The Thirteenth AMNET International Conference New Mexico,
on Chronic Diseases
USA

http://www.amnetbcom.org/

Nov.
14-18

4th Global Symposium on Health Systems
Research

Vancouver
Canada

http://www.csih.org/en/events/

Nov

Canadian Undergraduate Conference on
Healthcare

Kingston

18-20
Nov.
21-24
April
6-9
April
22-23

9th Global Conference on Health Promotion
2017 Annual CUGH Global Health Conference
Global Health & Innovation Conference
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Canada
Shanghai
China
Washington
USA
Connecticut
USA
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http://www.cucoh.com/

http://www.who.int/healthpromotion
http://www.cugh.org/events/2017-annualcugh-global-health-conference
http://www.uniteforsight.org/conference/

CONNECT WITH
Planetary Health Weekly
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PLANET FRIENDLY
WEBSITE

Planet Friendly is the biggest and longest running calendar about environmental events in
Canada, which has been running for over 14 years. The calendar is being used by several
different Canadain evnrionmental groups and institutions. There are over 1500 events being
posted every year. In addition, events can be posted on the website free of charge.

Read More on Planet Friendly
PAGE | 6
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THE MOVEMENT TO DEFINE
NATIVE AMERICAN CUSINE

Mr. Sherman, a 42-year-old chef who is Oglala Lakota, draws from the knowledge of the Lakota and Ojibwe
tribes who farmed and foraged on the plains of the Midwest. His work is part of a slowly gathering movement
that he and other cooks are calling “new Native American cuisine,” or “indigenous cuisine” — an effort to
revitalize native food cultures in contemporary kitchens. Mr. Sherman, who has been cooking in restaurants for
nearly 30 years and plans to open his own in Minneapolis next year, jokingly refers to his style as “unmodernist-cuisine.”

Because so many of the native food ways passed down through generations orally, they have been forgotten or
obscured, and his quest has required a mix of trial-and-error, scholarly research and painstaking detective
work. In some cases, Mr. Sherman has had to rely on his imagination to fill culinary gaps. At his three-day
cooking retreat in July, hosted by the Coteau des Prairies Lodge, on the Lake Traverse Indian Reservation, Mr.
Sherman instructed more than a dozen people who had traveled from nearby towns and as far away as Atlanta.
Mr. Sherman explained how the precolonial food cultures that inspired his work were sophisticated, supported
by complex trade routes and traditions. To piece together their techniques, he interviewed community elders
and academics, and studied books like “Buffalo Bird Woman’s Garden,” the farming practices of a woman who
lived on the Fort Berthold Reservation in North Dakota at the beginning of the 20th century.
Read More on NY Times

October 20,, 2016
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UNDER HAWAII’S STARRIEST
SKIES, A FIGHT OVER
SACRED GROUND

Two years ago, the mountaintop on Mauna Kea was the scene of a cosmic traffic jam: honking horns, vans and
trucks full of astronomers, V.I.P.s, journalists, businesspeople, politicians, protesters and police — all snarled at
a roadblock just short of the summit. Everyone was running to see the biggest stargazing machinery ever built
in the Northern Hemisphere: the Thirty Meter Telescope, 14 years and $1.4 billion in the making. They were
assembling on a plateau just below the summit, when Joshua Mangauil, better known by his Hawaiian name of
Lanakila, then 27, barged onto the scene. Resplendent in a tapa cloth, beads, a red loin cloth, his jet black hair in
a long Mohawk, he had hiked over the volcano’s cinder cones barefoot. “For what? For your greed to look into
the sky? You guys can’t take care of this place.”

To astronomers, the Thirty Meter Telescope would be a next-generation tool to spy on planets around other
stars or to peer into the cores of ancient galaxies, with an eye sharper and more powerful than the Hubble
Space Telescope, another landmark in humanity’s quest to understand its origins.
But to its opponents, the telescope would be yet another eyesore despoiling an ancient sacred landscape, a
gigantic 18-story colossus joining the 13 telescopes already on Mauna Kea.
Over the years, some have portrayed this fight as a struggle between superstition and science. Others view the
telescope as another symbol of how Hawaiians have been unfairly treated since Congress annexed the islands
— illegally in the eyes of many — in 1898. And still others believe it will bring technology and economic
development to an impoverished island.
Read More on NY Times
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THERE’S NO GOOD REASON
TO GO AHEAD WITH FRACKING

United Kingdom’s Prime Minister Theresa May’s new government is determined to “go all out” for fracking. May
has given the permission for four exploratory fracking wells to be drilled in Lancashire, which overrules a local
decision not to approve the wells because of the noise, and traffic they would create. This can be problematic for
several reasons. First of all, there is already more fossil fuel than what can be burned. If climate change is to be
tackled, underground reserves must be left.
A recent study shows that even if coal is stopped from being burned, there is enough oil and gas in exploited
reserves which would take the world past 1.5 °C of warming, which will come into force in November. That’s just
the reserves we are already tapping, not counting those discovered but not yet exploited. Countries that continue
to encourage further exploration for fossil fuels, as this UK decision is doing, either don’t understand the
implications of the Paris agreement or worse, don’t care.
Read More on News Scientist
October 20, 2016
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CAN GM BEAT CHINESE BYD
AS GLOBAL ELECTRIC-CAR
LEADER? IT PLANS TO TRY

BYD is a Chinese Carmarker supported by Warren Buffett’s Berkshire Hathaway. In 2015, it sold the most plugin electric cars, with over 60,000 battery-electric cars and plug in hybrids. Now General Motors (GM) is
attempting to obtain BYD’s status as global electric-car leader.
The success of the BYD Qin and Tang plug-in hybrids in China has piqued GM's interest, Martin Murray—GM
China deputy director, electrification engineering—told journalist Alysha Webb in an interview for her ChinaEV
Blog.
In the first six months of 2016, BYD sold 11,129 Qin sedans and 19,134 Tang SUVs, making those two models
the most popular plug-in cars in China. GM also believes the Qin and Tang are bought by "real people" Murray
noted, perhaps meaning individual consumers as opposed to government employees. "We think those cars can
be better," Murray said.
While he did not make comparisons to any specific GM models, in the current context of the Chinese auto
industry, that comment may nod to the idea that foreign automakers can still build inherently better cars than
Chinese firms, Webb noted.
Read More on Green Car Reports
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THE DOUBLE-EDGED SWORD
OF OVERSEAS EXPERIENCE

International experience has been highlighted as a must have on the modern CEO’s resume.
According to a new study, international experience is important up to a certain point. This is
because too much foreign experience can create a delay in going up in the corporate ladder.

At the early stages, learning about different foreign markets help speed up executives’ career
path. However, extensive employment in international zones hold back executives because
accumulating so much foreign experience means they haven’t been able to network at home.
This is supported by previous research that has found that people who work more directly with
the company have more access to the decision-making processes, information flow, and social
contacts than their peers scattered around the globe typically advance faster in their careers.
Executives who have indirect or remote contact with their firm’s brain trust tend to miss out on
promotions and take longer to reach the executive suite.
Read More on Strategy + Business
October 20, 2016
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Launching Ryerson University’s new “Institute For Change Leaders”
is Olivia Chow (its director), Lisa Barnoff (Dean of partner Faculty
of Community Services, seated) and Him Ranjit (Chair of partner
NGO Project Organize, seated)
October 18, 2016
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