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Uganda Discovered the
Zika Virus And
the Solution for It
The Uganda Virus Research Institute (UVRI)
scientists first discovered Zika in the blood of
a rhesus monkey back in 1947. And
while Uganda has never had an outbreak of
the virus, the country’s unique approach to
monitoring the spread of similar diseases
could hold the key to stopping future
epidemics in their tracks. Uganda’s success is
the product of a long history of cutting-edge
infectious disease research.
Read More on ForeignPolicy
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Hong Kong’s Ivory Ban Just a Sliver of
Its Wildlife Crime
Along Hollywood Road in Hong Kong’s touristy arts district sit rows
of large window shop fronts filled with exquisite handicrafts.
Amongst oriental antiques and wares, are boutique stores proudly
and boldly selling ivory carvings. Big-bellied Buddhas, smooth
elegant horses, towering gods and goddesses – you name it and it’s
likely to be in ivory form.
Read More on GreenPeace
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FGM Case Reported Every 109 Minutes
in England; and Increasing Globally
A case of female genital mutilation (FGM) was reported every 109
minutes in England between April and September last year, yet there
has not been a single prosecution. The only FGM prosecution ever
brought in the UK, of a doctor accused of carrying out the practice in a
London hospital, ended in acquittal. FGM had been a "hidden danger"
of which the full scale was only just beginning to become apparent.
Female genital mutilation differs across regions and cultures, with
some forms involving life-threatening health risks. FGM can cause a
host of physical and psychological problems. In some cases girls can
bleed to death or die from infections caused by dirty blades.
Read More on Vice News

When A Country Without Abortion
Tells Women To Not Get Pregnant
In response to Zika virus, officials are promoting a two-year
ban on pregnancy in El Salvador—where abortions are illegal
and birth control is hard to come by. El Salvador wants women
to avoid getting pregnant until 2018, out of concern for the
Zika virus rampaging through Latin America. Zika virus can
cause serious birth defects, a fact that has led several Latin
American countries to ask local women to hold off on getting
pregnant until the outbreak is under control. El Salvador,
however, is the first to announce a two-year ban pregnancy.
Read More on Vocativ

Going Mainstream in Including
Disabled People
Across the world one in seven people has a disability and 80
percent live in developing countries. Many people with
disabilities face discrimination and stigma in their everyday
lives; they often remain locked out of opportunities, and as a
result remain locked into poverty. “Leave no one behind” is now
a fundamental principle enshrined in the United Nations’ new
Global Goals on sustainable development. And these goals have
pledged to reach all 650 million people without access to clean
water, and 2.3 billion without access to sanitation — that means
making taps, toilets and community processes accessible to all.
Read More on Devex
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The World Installed 25% More Wind Last Year
Global wind installations reached a record 62 GW of capacity in 2015
– representing more than 25% growth from the previous year.
onshore wind installations were driven in large part by China, which
surpassed its previous record of 21 GW by close to 40%: The country
installed just under 29 GW in 2015. That amount represents nearly as
much as the entire rest of the world combined, says BNEF, which says
the numbers stem from Chinese developers’ rushing to complete
projects to qualify for a more lucrative feed-in-tariff that expired at
the end of last year. The U.S. followed China in second place with 8.6
GW, followed by Germany, India and Brazil.
Read More on nawindpower.com

USAID's GoPro-Vulture Approach to
Environmental Awareness
The U.S. Agency for International Development faced a tricky
challenge in Peru’s bustling urban centers. How do you raise
citizen awareness and concern about a critical natural
environment most city dwellers will never have the
opportunity to see? That’s where the vultures come in. The
vultures, with a cameras attached, go about their business in
the skies over Lima — and in the trash piles of its gutters — all
the while clueing municipal authorities into the locations of
illegal dumping sites around the city.
Read More on Devex

Heat Absorbed by Oceans has
Doubled Since 1997
The ocean is taking up twice as much heat now as it was just two
decades ago, relative to pre-industrial times. According to new
research, a third of that heat – and rising – is finding its way into
the deep ocean below 700m, temporarily slowing warming at
Earth’s surface. That the oceans are warming isn’t a surprise to
scientists – it’s what we would expect from rising greenhouse
gases. The more surprising part is the speed at which it is taking
place. How the ocean acts to moderate surface temperatures is vital
for understanding how our planet responds to greenhouse gases
over the long term, a concept known as the “climate sensitivity“.
Read More on CarbonBrief
March 3, 2016
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China Seeks Food Security With $43
Billion Purchase of Syngenta
China made its boldest overseas takeover move when state-owned
ChemChina agreed a $43 billion bid for Swiss seeds and pesticides
group Syngenta on Wednesday, aiming to improve domestic food
production. China, the world's largest agricultural market, is looking
to secure food supply for its population. Syngenta's portfolio of toptier chemicals and patent-protected seeds will represent a major
upgrade of its potential output. Only around 10 percent of Chinese
farmland is efficient. This is more than just a company buying
another. This is a government attempting to address a real problem.
Read More on Reuters

Tax Food, Not Just Fuel,
to Save the Planet
Climate change debates often dwell on the price of things that
go round and round, like power-generating turbines or the
wheels on the bus. That's where the tie to climate pollution is
clearest: burn, churn, emit. That may not be enough. Every
year that global carbon dioxide levels go up, countries need
more ways to cut emissions. However, growing food, the
source of about one-third of carbon dioxide pollution,
should also be a target for taxation.
Read More on Bloomberg

SPOTLIGHT ON INDIGENOUS HEALTH:
Not a Great Model for Native Health Care
In 2012, it was thought to be a good idea to set up a specific agency
to oversee and manage the health care of the 160,000 indigenous
people of British Columbia, Canada. So in 2013 the First Nations
Health Authority (FNHA), more or less independent of the federal
and provincial governments, was established.
But is the FNHA a good model?
Read More on The Globe and Mail
Read Also on National Post
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WEEKLYBULLETIN
QUOTE OF THE WEEK
“I have not failed 10,000 times. I’ve successfully found
10,000 ways that will not work.”
Thomas Edison
Read More on biography.com

EVENTSTABLE
DATE

CONFERENCE

LOCATION

REGISTER

Mar.
12-13

Global Health Simulation on Zika Virus

On-line

Mar.
12

Moving Forward Together: Advancing
Rehabilitation in a Global Context

Montreal
Canada

Apr.
9-11

7th Annual Consortium of Universities for
Global Health Conference

San Francisco
USA

http://cugh.org/

Apr.
16-17

Global Health and Innovation Conference

New Haven
USA

https://maestro

May
11-13

Interdisciplinary Thinking and Planning:
Sharing Good Practice and Learning New Ways
of Doing

May
13

Integrative Health Institute (IHI) Inaugural
Conference

May
13-15

Peace, Global Health and Sustainability
(PEGASUS)

May
17-20

International Congress on Integrative Medicine
and Health (ICIMH)

May
26-27

Indigenous Health Conference
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@PlanetaryHealthWeeky

http://www.ghsim.com/e-sim

https://www.mcgill.ca

Prague
http://www.inter-disciplinary.net/
Czech Republic
Edmonton
Canada
Toronto
Canada
Las Vegas
USA
Toronto
Canada
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https://uofa.ualberta.ca/

http://www.pegasusconference.ca/

https://www.cvent.com/

http://www.cpd.utoronto.ca/
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2016 Environmental Rankings Show Declining
Air Quality and Collapsing Fish Stocks
Last year was the hottest year on record -- and by a wide margin, too. By early summer atmospheric CO2
concentrations silently ticked past 400 parts per million (ppm) for the first time in a million years, an outcome
of fossil fuel combustion. The planet shows other troubling signs of rapid environmental change, including
ocean acidification and warming, dwindling polar ice, and dramatic biodiversity loss, to name a few.
Our air is getting worse. The air we breathe is making us sick and blunting our productivity. There has been a
steady increase in air pollution over the last decade and thus in human exposure to toxic air. More than 3.5
billion people -- half the world's population -- breathe air deemed unsafe by World Health Organization
standards.
Fisheries too are in dire straits, with more than a third of the oceans fish stocks overexploited or collapsed.
Read More on Huffington Post

Read Also on Environmental Performance Index
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New Book: For Richer… or Poorer?
The Capture of Growth and Politics in Emerging Economies
International attention has yet again focused on increasing economic inequality at a global level. It is
scandalous that in 2015, just 62 individuals had the same wealth as 3.6 billion people.
A new Book, ‘For Richer or Poorer: The Capture of Growth and Politics in Emerging Economies’, commissioned by
civil society networks in the Global South, has found that this dramatic trend of increasing economic inequality
is also occurring within many of the world´s emerging economies, countries which have come to be seen as
models for growth and prosperity.
Read More on csnbricsam.org
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New Mobile Friendly HIV Testing & Treatment Guidance Database
The AIDSFree Guidance Database brings together national HIV testing and treatment guidance from many
priority countries around the world. Use this interactive database to prepare guideline revisions for a specific
country, conduct research and product development, prepare training materials for health care personnel,
write proposals and grants, or learn about guidelines from other countries.
The AIDSFree HIV Treatment Guidance Database provides national treatment guidelines from many priority
countries around the world. Included in this database are guidelines for adult, adolescent, and pediatric HIV
treatment; and prevention of mother-to-child transmission.
The AIDSFree HIV Testing Services (HTS) Guidance Database provides guidelines and policies on HIV testing
services from many priority countries around the world. The HTS Guidance Database includes national
guidelines on consent and confidentiality, testing algorithms and strategies, use of mandatory testing, selftesting, and quality assurance and quality improvement.
Read More on USAID
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Ebola Resource Center
The Lancet Ebola Resource Centre contains all related resources from The Lancet family of journals offered with
free access to assist health workers and researchers in their important work to bring this outbreak to a close a
quickly as possible.

Read More on The Lancet
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How Surface and Satellite Temperature Records Compare
Usually, scientists talk about the surface record, namely, readings from thermometers dotted over the
Earth’s land and ocean surface. But satellites can be used to infer temperature, too.
Both methods have their own advocates and critics. But, in reality, the two records are very different.
Read a rundown of what they can and can’t tell us about climate change.
Read More on CarbonBrief

PAGE | 10

Volume 2, Issue 9

FYI

Read More on Health Care Communication News
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Celebrating International Mother Language Day at Ryerson University, Toronto (February 29, 2016)
This Newsletter is FREE.
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