
 

 

 

  

BRINGING YOU CURRENT NEWS ON GLOBAL HEALTH & ECOLOGICAL WELLNESS 

       PLANETARY  
HEALTH WEEKLY 

October 8, 2015                  Volume 1, Issue 31 

Equity in Reproductive and 
Maternal Health Service 
Coverage?  

Despite widespread gains toward the 5th 
Millennium Development Goal (MDG),             
pro-rich inequalities in reproductive health 
(RH) and maternal health (MH) are pervasive 
throughout the world. As countries enter the 
post-MDG era and strive toward universal 
health coverage , it will be important to 
monitor the extent to which countries are 
achieving equity of RH and MH service 
coverage.  

Read More on journals.plos.org  
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Earth is on Track to Lose an India-Sized 
Chunk of its Tropical Forests by Mid-
Century  

The Earth could lose an area of forest equal to the size of India by 
2050 if world leaders don't take stronger steps to reduce 
deforestation, according to a new report from the Center for 
Global Development. This means that forests are disappearing 
even faster than thought, largely thanks to logging and 
agriculture industries, which could have implications on efforts 
to tackle climate change.  

Read More on The Guardian   

http://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0134905
http://ow.ly/Qcah7
http://www.washingtonpost.com/news/energy-environment/wp/2015/08/24/earth-is-on-track-to-lose-an-india-sized-chunk-of-its-tropical-forests-by-mid-century/?utm_source=Daily+Carbon+Briefing&utm_campaign=79025bfd4d-cb_daily&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_876aab4fd7
http://www.washingtonpost.com/news/energy-environment/wp/2015/08/24/earth-is-on-track-to-lose-an-india-sized-chunk-of-its-tropical-forests-by-mid-century/?utm_source=Daily+Carbon+Briefing&utm_campaign=79025bfd4d-cb_daily&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_876aab4fd7
http://www.washingtonpost.com/news/energy-environment/wp/2015/08/24/earth-is-on-track-to-lose-an-india-sized-chunk-of-its-tropical-forests-by-mid-century/?utm_source=Daily+Carbon+Briefing&utm_campaign=79025bfd4d-cb_daily&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_876aab4fd7
http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2015/aug/25/tropical-forests-totalling-size-of-india-at-risk-of-being-cleared-study-warns?utm_source=Daily+Carbon+Briefing&utm_campaign=79025bfd4d-cb_daily&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_876aab4fd7-79025bfd4d-
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Deworming: What's the Deal Here? 

While we as a global community work to improve access to clean 
water, sanitation, hygiene and good nutrition, we must take full 
advantage of available medicines and distribution channels to move 
us closer to a world in which children can live without worms. This 
strategy, led by WHO, is endorsed by ministers of health from the 
nations of the world and supported by an increasingly diverse cross-
sectoral group of partners who are committed to a vision of healthy 
children without worms. 

 

Read More on Devex   
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Global Access to Surgical Care  
 

At least 4·8 billion people 95% of the world's population do 
not have access to surgery. The proportion of the population 
without access varied widely when stratified by 
epidemiological region: greater than 95% of the population in 
south Asia and central, eastern and western sub-Saharan 
Africa do not have access to care; whereas less than 5% of the 
population in Australasia, high-income North America and 
western Europe lack access. 

 

Read More on The Lancet 
 

The Cycle of Poverty and Poor Health 

Poverty and poor health worldwide are inextricably linked. The 
causes of poor health for millions globally are rooted in political, 
social and economic injustices. That’s why it is so crucial to 
tackle the root causes of poor health as well as the symptoms. 
Infectious diseases such as diarrhoea, tuberculosis, malaria and 
HIV, as well as neglected tropical diseases, kill and weaken 
millions of the poorest and most vulnerable people each year. 
This takes children and teachers out of school and ruins 
economies by attacking people in their most productive years. 

Read More on healthpovertyaction.org 
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https://www.devex.com/news/deworming-what-s-the-deal-here-86664
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/langlo/article/PIIS2214-109X(15)70115-4/fulltext?elsca1=etoc&elsca2=email&elsca3=2214-109X_201506_3_6_&elsca4=Epidemiology%7CPublic%20Health%7CHealth%20Policy%7CLancet
http://www.healthpovertyaction.org/policy-and-resources/the-cycle-of-poverty-and-poor-health/malaria/
http://www.healthpovertyaction.org/info-and-resources/the-cycle-of-poverty-and-poor-health/
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Climate Change Is So Bad That the US 
and China Agree on It 

For years, China and the US have kept each other locked in a 
regulatory stalemate over climate change. As political rivals, 
neither one of the world’s biggest carbon emitters was going to 
budge unless it was sure any action it took to curb carbon dioxide 
emissions wouldn’t let the other run away with the world’s 
economy. Then, within 60 days of each other, Presidents Obama 
and Xi Jinping each released detailed plans to curb coal power 
plants. Has the world gone completely sane? 

Read More on wired.com  

Environmental Woes in Buenos Aires 
Shantytown 
 

As soon as you enter Villa Inflammable, which is located right in 
the Dock Sud petrochemical hub in the Buenos Aires suburb of 
Avellaneda, you taste and feel chemicals and dust particles in your 
throat, saliva and lungs. But in this shantytown, where more than 
1,500 families are exposed to industrial pollution in precarious 
homes built on top of soil contaminated with toxic waste, the 
children suffer the problem in their blood. 

Read More on ipsnews.net   

World Loses Trillions of Dollars Worth of 
Nature's Benefits Each Year due to Land 
Degradation 

Experts estimate the value of ecosystem services worldwide 
forfeited due to land degradation at US $6.3-10.6 trillion 
annually, or the equivalent of 10-17 percent of global GDP, a new 
report suggests. An estimated 50 million people may be forced to 
seek new homes and livelihoods within 10 years. That many 
migrants assembled would constitute the world's 28th largest 
country by population.   
 
Read More on ScienceDaily  
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http://www.wired.com/2015/09/climate-change-bad-us-china-agree/?mkt_tok=3RkMMJWWfF9wsRoks67Meu%2FhmjTEU5z16OorXae0iokz2EFye%2BLIHETpodcMTctqMbDYDBceEJhqyQJxPr3DJNUN0ddxRhbkDQ%3D%3D
http://www.ipsnews.net/2015/09/how-to-fix-environmental-woes-in-buenos-aires-shantytown/
http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2015/09/150915090404.htm
http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2015/09/150915090404.htm
http://ow.ly/QcHuP
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The Changing Climate on Climate 
Change 
 

The SDG targets are unlikely to be met if world leaders are 
unable to forge a credible accord to limit the rise in global 
temperatures to 2° Celsius. A stable climate provides the 
underpinnings for poverty reduction, prosperity and the rule of 
law; in short, human development says Gro Bruntland. 
 
Read More on project-syndicate.org  
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Helping Aboriginal Patients by Building 
Doctors’ Understanding and Empathy 

Chandrakant Shah, a professor emeritus in the Dalla Lana School of 
Public Health, works as the staff physician at Anishnwabe Health 
Toronto, a clinic serving the city’s aboriginal community, including 
many homeless people. He has witnessed firsthand how the 
system can fail aboriginal patients. 
Watch a CBC interview with Dr. Chandrakant Shah 

 
Photo: Lakota Woman and Child (circa 1910) 
(nativenorthwest.com). The Lakota are matrilineal and 
children belonged to the mothers clan. Traditionally women 
controlled the food resources and movable property. 

Measuring Poverty in a Rapidly 
Changing World 
 

When we want to identify the poorest people in the world in 
terms of some absolute standard, and regardless of where they 
live, we need to use a ‘global’ poverty line. So the first question 
that we have to confront is what should that be? Poverty has 
many other dimensions, which do not always correlate well 
with poverty measured by counting those below the poverty 
line, no matter how carefully this line is drawn. 
 

Read More on The World Bank  

https://www.project-syndicate.org/commentary/paris-climate-change-december-agreement-by-gro-harlem-brundtland-2015-09#XD2356vP4u56OtbR.99
http://www.cbc.ca/news/aboriginal/aboriginal-people-in-toronto-may-face-premature-death-study-1.2618160
http://www.nativenorthwest.com/
http://blogs.worldbank.org/developmenttalk/measuring-poverty-rapidly-changing-world?mkt_tok=3RkMMJWWfF9wsRoks67Icu%2FhmjTEU5z17OQvXKW%2FhIkz2EFye%2BLIHETpodcMTctkPL7YDBceEJhqyQJxPr3DJNUN0ddxRhbkDQ%3D%3D


 

  

WEEKLYBULLETIN 

EVENTSTA

PAGE |5 October 8, 2015 

DATE CONFERENCE LOCATION REGISTER 

Oct  

21 
Conversations with Stephen Lewis  

Toronto 

Canada  
http://www.eventbrite.ca/ 

Oct  

28 

2015 Canada Gairdner Global Heatlh                                   

Symposium 

Toronto  

Canada  
http://www.gairdner.org/ 

Nov. 

5-7 
Canadian Conference on Global Health 2015 

Montreal 

Canada  
http://www.csih.org/en/events/ 

Nov. 

16-18 

2015 Canadian Undergraduate  

Conference on Healthcare (CUCOH) 

Kingston 

Canada  
http://www.cucoh.com/about 

Nov. 

18-20 

9th World Alliance For Risk Factor  

Surveillance (WARFS) & The Americas'  

Network for Chronic Disease Surveillance 

(AMNET) Global Conference 2015 

St. John's 

Antigua 
http://warfs15.squarespace.com 

Nov.  

25-27 
7th Canadian Science Policy Conference 2015 

Ottawa  

Canada  
http://www.sciencepolicy.ca/ 

QUOTE OF THE WEEK 
 

“Today’s refugee problem is perhaps a small indication of 
what the future will be like if we do not take action with 
respect to climate change.”  
 
Elon Musk 
Space X and Tesla CEO,  
from his opening remarks at a business seminar organized by the Federal 
Ministry for Economic Affairs and Energy in Berlin, September 24, 2015.  
 
Read More on TECHINSIDER  
 

CONNECT WITH 

Planetary Health Weekly 
@PlanetaryWeekly Planetary Health Weekly @PlanetaryHealthWeekly 

http://ow.ly/QcHuP
http://www.eventbrite.ca/e/the-stephen-lewis-conversations-the-aids-pandemic-nearly-over-or-still-taking-a-toll-tickets-18825202688
http://www.gairdner.org/content/mars-auditorium-lower-concourse-mars-centre-101-college-street-0
http://www.csih.org/en/events/ccgh2015
http://www.csih.org/en/events/ccgh2015/
http://www.cucoh.com/about
http://www.cucoh.com/about
http://www.cucoh.com/about/
http://warfs15.squarespace.com
http://warfs15.squarespace.com
http://warfs15.squarespace.com
http://warfs15.squarespace.com
http://warfs15.squarespace.com/
http://www.techinsider.io/elon-musk-on-refugee-crisis-climate-change-2015-9?mkt_tok=3RkMMJWWfF9wsRoks67Nce%2FhmjTEU5z17OQvXKW%2FhIkz2EFye%2BLIHETpodcMTctqNL3YDBceEJhqyQJxPr3DJNUN0ddxRhbkDQ%3D%3D
https://instagram.com/planetaryhealthweekly/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Planetary-Health-Weekly/842076405858777?fref=ts
https://twitter.com/planetaryweekly
https://twitter.com/planetaryweekly
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Planetary-Health-Weekly/842076405858777?fref=ts
https://instagram.com/planetaryhealthweekly/


 

The ELD Report for Policy & Decision Makers  

 

The ELD Initiative has proven that sustainable land management has the potential to make a real impact. 
The potential to feed more people, provide opportunities for growth and livelihood diversification, 
restore natural ecosystems, address climate change impacts and build justice and security for the world’s 
rural poor. Sustainable land management should be the “new-business-as-usual” for all policy-/decision-
makers. We can make smart, informed choices if we are guided by the evidence and data, towards a world 
that enacts policies which place economic, environmental, and human well-being and sustainability as 
paramount goals. 

 
Read More on eld-initiative.org  

FYI 
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http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001G1EUa6TF56UnYC83kMetWBI3BOAdydTTlzPWW--GUUzpN0fGk1ehNcc28C7mNB3Sy9iwMCmsn1k14ejzALQ9qPJ6L2j97Y82Tp1oFm_ylPsTVRRliji3CMbtJTyHdiOPdAxJnTnJOxfMbg_DvBYsk1CtRedcuHE4rxEdqZFdnbNGzYKOlc6_AZ47xXFEVGLbkMCLYjbDSdM7S9QwptzrIABGbsnNkD4kgQ2H
http://eld-initiative.org/fileadmin/pdf/ELD-pm-report_05_web_300dpi.pdf


 

YOU 

ARE  

INVITED 

Get Your Tickets at:  

Get Your Tickets on Eventbrite  

http://www.eventbrite.ca/e/the-stephen-lewis-conversations-the-aids-pandemic-nearly-over-or-still-taking-a-toll-tickets-18825202688


 

FYI 

For more information see: Gairdner.org  
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http://www.gairdner.org/content/mars-auditorium-lower-concourse-mars-centre-101-college-street-0
http://ow.ly/QcHuP


 

CONTACTUS 

This Newsletter is FREE.  

Planetary Health Weekly is an e-newsletter published by the  

Planetary Health Commission at Ryerson University in Toronto, ON, CANADA.  

To Subscribe/Unsubscribe, email planetaryhealthweekly@gmail.com 

Programs designed to transcend 

disciplinary boundaries to find 

lasting solutions to social issues. 

 

Child & Youth Care 

Disability Studies 

Early Childhood Studies 

Midwifery 

Nursing 

Nutrition 

Occupational & Public Health 

Social Work 

Urban & Regional Planning 

@PlanetaryWeekly 

Planetary Health Weekly @PlanetaryHealthWeekly 

planetaryhealthweekly@gmail.com 

350 Victoria St. 

Toronto, ON 

M5B 2K3 

Editor: Dr. David Zakus 

Email: dzakus@ryerson.ca 

 

Production: Anna Oda  

 Local medicine used to treat back and joint pain and arthritis: homemade rice wine cured with a cobra 

snake, in a Mekong River village near Luang Prabang, Laos (October 7, 2015). 
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