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Future of Food: Shaping the
Global Food System to
Deliver Improved Nutrition
and Health
There is consensus that the food system
should be able to feed a growing population
and the 795 million people that go hungry
every day. Over 165 million children under
five are stunted due to chronic
malnutrition. Contaminated food impacts
one in ten people globally—around 420,000
people die from contaminated food each year.
Read The Report on The World Bank
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We are Running Out of Water and
Consequences Could be Dire
Conversations between American diplomats show how a growing
water crisis in the Middle East destabilized the region, helping spark
civil wars in Syria and Yemen, and how those water shortages are
spreading to the United States. There are mounting concern by
global leaders that water shortages could spark unrest across the
world, with dire consequences.
Read More on Newsweek
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Food Aid to Avert Famine Threat in Boko
Haram Hit Northeast Nigeria
More than 400,000 people in Boko Haram-hit northeast Nigeria will
receive food aid to avert the threat of famine as the lean season
approaches. It is a race against time as the lean and rainy season is
upon them. Poor sanitation, high rates of disease and a lack of access to
food, water and healthcare could lead to a "famine-like situation" if aid
is not urgently provided, the WFP said. The U.N. agency will give food
or cash to 431,000 people in the northeastern states of Borno and
Yobe, delivering nutritious food to 64,000 children aged under two at
risk of malnutrition.
Read More on Reuters

Trends in Coronary Heart Disease
Epidemiology in India
Cardiovascular diseases, especially coronary heart disease
(CHD), are epidemic in India. The Registrar General of India
reported that CHD led to 17% of total deaths and 26% of adult
deaths in 2001-2003, which increased to 23% of total and 32%
of adult deaths in 2010-2013. The World Health Organization
(WHO) and Global Burden of Disease Study also have
highlighted increasing trends in years of life lost (YLLs) and
disability-adjusted life years (DALYs) from CHD in India.
Suitable preventive strategies are required to combat this
epidemic.
Read More on Annals of Health

A Century of French International Health
Assistance Revisited
The French contribution to global public health over the past two
centuries has been marked by a fundamental tension between two
approaches: State-provided universal free health care and what we
propose to call State humanitarian verticalism. Both approaches
have historical roots in French colonialism and have led to
successes and failures that continue until the present day. Today,
with adoption of the 2030 Sustainable Development Goals and the
challenges of non-communicable diseases, economic inequality,
and climate change, French international health assistance needs
new direction.
Read More on The Lancet
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Global Phenomenon of Wildlife Poaching
Wildlife poaching and the illegal trade of species not only pose
environmental dangers but also potentially fuel conflict. That's
according to the first global assessment of wildlife crime, recently
published by the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC).
The World Wildlife Crime Report calls for shared responsibility to
combat what it labels "a truly global phenomenon." The World
Wildlife Crime Report shows the "extensive involvement" of
transnational organized criminal groups in this trade.
Read More on UN Radio

Profits From Eco-friendly Vertical
Farming Stack Up
Vertical farming — a tech-savvy subset of farming in which
plants are stacked indoors, floor-to-ceiling, using controlledenvironment agriculture (CEA) methods — is growing
rapidly, changing the business landscape of traditional supply
chains and growing seasons. Recent studies predict that an
estimated global population of 9 billion in 2050 will require
at least 50% more food. To add to the crisis, climate change is
projected to cut crop yields by more than 25% during that
span. Could vertical farming solve the problem?
Read More on Voice of America

Why India Has a Water Crisis
After two successive dry years, 330m people in India, around a
quarter of the population, are facing acute water shortages. A
scorching summer is at its peak: destitute farmers are committing
suicide and tanks are running dry. Officials in Madhya Pradesh, in
central India, have deployed armed guards to protect a fastdepleting reservoir. Last month, in a last-ditch effort to save lives,
trains carried millions of liters of water to Latur, a parched district
400km east of Mumbai. In mid-April, an “above-normal” rain
forecast by the India Meteorological Department was a godsend for
a country reeling from its worst water crisis in four decades. Earlier
this month, it predicted the onset of the monsoons on June 7th.
Read More on The Economist
June 2, 2016
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New Deal on Humanitarian Financing
Signed at Summit in Istanbul
A deal which will see disaster victims being given cash instead of
vouchers or food, and which requires aid agencies to be more
transparent and efficient in the way they spend money, is generally
seen as the most significant step forward at the UN’s first ever aid
summit. But there was no progress on the growing problem of
breaches of international humanitarian law - from bombing of
hospitals to fighting in built-up areas - which are leading to
horrifyingly high rates of civilian death and injury. And some felt that
important opportunities for radical change to the system had also
been missed.
Read More on The Guardian

Food Trade, Food Security and the
SDGs: Aligning Reality With the Vision
More than 700 million people in the developing world lack the
food necessary for an active and healthy life. Food insecurity is
a multi-faceted problem related not only to poverty, but also to
international trade that contributes to determining what food
is available where and at what price. For even if international
markets for many foodstuffs are small in comparison to total
production, the roughly 15% of agricultural production that
does cross borders shapes domestic food systems profoundly.
Read More on UNRISD
Watch The Video
Listen to The Podcast

SPOTLIGHT ON INDIGENOUS HEALTH:
Aboriginal Peoples Survey, 2012
The Aboriginal Peoples Survey (APS) is a national survey on the
social and economic conditions of First Nations people living off
reserve, Metis and Inuit. The 2012 APS explores relationships
between selected social determinants of health and health
outcomes for the off-reserve First Nations population aged 15 and
older. The data are from the 2012 Aboriginal Peoples Survey
(APS), and cover topics such as chronic conditions, smoking,
alcohol consumption, access to health care, food insecurity,
housing conditions and overall general health.
Read More on Statistics Canada
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WEEKLYBULLETIN
QUOTE OF THE WEEK
“It seems to me that dividing the world into rich and poor and then using economic poverty as
legitimate reason for some kind of intervention is a flawed development concept. It is too
narrow a social definition/categorisation. Using it for development of an area means those
with material things (the so-called haves) are a model of development for the so-called have
nots i.e. those without the material things not withstanding that they (the so-called have nots)
may have much better alternatives. They may not even need the new material things much less
have fancy gadgets replace their tried and tested methods or materials.
Economic development i.e. being rich or being poor, are ideas and definitions that need to be
replaced with better ideas and concepts. Whilst economic development per-se is not a bad
thing but it is not the only thing required for development of a society. It should be a secondary
but not a primary result. Societies need to be re-defined in terms of…sound social security
networks-whether private or public…Poor rural societies can offer their rich urban cousins
worldwide many things, starting from clean fresh air, clean fresh non-carcinogenic food,
healthy peaceful stress free life styles, to name a few.”
Dr. Saman Yazdani Khan, Pakistan

EVENTSTABLE
DATE
Jul.
8-9

CONFERENCE

LOCATION

2016 Summer Global Nursing Symposium

Jul.
26-30

Building Trust: A Global Challenge in Health
System Reform
The Network: Towards Unity For Health (TUFH)
2016 Conference

Oct.
16-17

6th Global Forum on Health Promotion

Nov.
14-18

4th Global Symposium on Health Systems
Research

Nov.
21-24

9th Global Conference on Health Promotion
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Los Angeles
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http://www.uofriverside.com/

Shenyang
China

http://www.cvent.com/events/

Charlottetown
http://parc.ophea.net/event/
Canada
Vancouver
Canada
Shanghai
China
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http://www.csih.org/en/events/
http://www.who.int/healthpromotion
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FORT MCMURRAY FIRE: THE GREAT ESCAPE

The trouble starts, we know, with an uncommonly dry forest. The perfidious wind and igniting spark will
inevitably come along—the latter, often as not, from a flying cigarette butt or a spark from an all-terrain vehicle
(ATV). Herein lies the story of every major wildfire to strike the Fort McMurray region. Since the 1960s, perdecade average temperatures around the city for the seven-month period between October and April have
risen a stunning 3.4° C. During the same period, Environment Canada records show, precipitation levels have
plummeted from a total of 161 mm in the seven months between October and April to just 80, turning the
densely forested area around the city into a giant tinder box…
Even by modern norms, this is a nightmare season for fire crews. The past winter and spring were the driest in
the 72 years Fort McMurray has been gathering weather data, with 61 mm of rain and melted snow. It was also
the second-warmest, culminating in a record spike in temperature on May 3 and 4, which pulled what little
moisture there was from the forest floor. As Chad Morrison, the Alberta Wildfire senior manager, puts it: “This
year, spring came three weeks early…”
The day’s forecast had the makings of trouble. Temperatures headed past 30°, setting a record. Heavy winds.
Then there was the inversion, a term and common weather condition that henceforth will make McMurrayites
shudder. Warm air had formed a kind of crust above Tuesday’s cool morning air nearer to the ground, holding
down the smoke. As the day warmed, the inversion would lift—and wind could bellow the flames and smoke
much higher. That would happen around noon, the officials said. “I don’t really want to talk about worst-case
scenario, but the fire conditions are extreme,” Allen responded to a reporter’s question…
For a few moments Cassandra and her mom were too stunned to move: “I turned to the left, and watched every
single streetlight at Gregoire Lake Estates explode,” says Cassandra. “Power lines were exploding, the wires
ripping right out of their sockets, and breaking off the poles. It felt like World War III.” When suddenly the fire
leapt the highway they were jolted into action, and bolted to Shirley’s truck.
Read More on MACLEAN’S
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THE DANGERS OF FREE TRADE AGREEMENTS:
TTIP’S THREAT TO EUROPE’S ELDERLY

The most obvious approach to look at how European care for the elderly will evolve is to project technological
trends and the costs of people living longer as diagnostic equipment, drug treatments and other medical science
continues to improve. This kind of projection shows a rising cost to society of pensions and health care, because
a rising proportion of the aging population is retiring. How will economies pay for it?
America’s Obamacare and health insurance laws have been written by political lobbyists for special interests.
Since George W. Bush, the U.S. Government has been prohibited from bargaining for low bulk prices from the
pharmaceutical companies. Most Americans think that Health Management Organizations (HMOs) are rife with
corruption and billing fraud. The insurance sector has made a killing by spending a great deal of money on
bureaucratic techniques to reject patients who seem likely to require expensive health care. Doctors need to
hire specialists working full time just to fill out the paperwork. Error is constant, and any visit to the doctor,
even for a simple annual checkup, requires many hours by most patients on the phone with their insurance
company to correct over-billing.
The dream of U.S. “free market” lobbyists to shift the costs of health care onto its users instead of as a public
program. According to current plans backed both by the Republicans and by much of the Democratic Party
leadership, these user costs ideally would be paid by pre-saving in special “health savings” accounts, to be
managed by Wall Street banks as a kind of mutual fund.
Read More on counterpunch
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RESOURCE: CLIMATE VISUALS –
SEVEN KEY PRINCIPLES FOR VISUAL
CLIMATE CHANGE COMMUNICATION

Every day, thousands of images of climate change are shared around the world. But while research on the
verbal and written communication of climate change has proliferated, our understanding of how people
interpret visual images of climate change is limited to a much smaller number of academic studies, which do
not provide much in the way of practical guidance for communicators. As a result, the iconography of climate
change has remained relatively static.
Four in-depth discussion groups (in London and Berlin) were carried out to provide a detailed picture of how
people respond to different images of climate change, and then followed up with an extensive three country
survey (UK, Germany, US) of 3000 people. Pulling together the key findings from this research, one report
identifies seven principles for more effective visual communication about climate change.
Read The Report on Climate Outreach
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NESTLÉ’S SUGAR EMPIRE IS ON
A HEALTH KICK

Nestle is by far the largest food company in the world. Its 335,000 employees produce more than 2,000 brands,
manufactured in 436 factories across 85 countries. It’s Europe’s most valuable corporation, worth $240 billion,
comfortably more than oil giant Royal Dutch Shell. Among the world’s 195 nations, it sells in 189.
Nestle’s impact on the history of how we eat is almost impossible to overstate. Sweets as we know them
wouldn’t exist without Henri Nestle, the company’s founder, who in the late 19th century supplied condensed
milk for the world’s first milk chocolate, made by a neighbor in Vevey, Switzerland. Nestle scientists created the
first instant coffee, Nescafe, just in time for World War II rations.
Now Nestle wants to invent and sell medicine. The products Nestle wants to create would be based on
ingredients derived from food and delivered as an appealing snack, not a pill, drawing on the company’s
expertise in the dark arts of engineering food for looks, taste, and texture. Some would require a prescription,
some would be over-the-counter, and some are already on store shelves today.
Read More on Bloomberg
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KEY CLIMATE CHANGE &
ENERGY INDICATORS

Carbon Brief has compiled key indicators on our climate, atmosphere, oceans and cryosphere. For example, you
can see how CO2 levels, global temperatures and sea levels have risen, while Arctic sea ice extent has dwindled.
Read More About Climate Change Indicators on CarbonBrief
Carbon Brief has also compiled key indicators on the world’s emissions, energy and electricity. For example,
it allows you to see how the electricity demand has changed over the past 30 years and where that
electricity has come from and comparing usage and mix among selected countries.
Read More About Energy Indicators on CarbonBrief
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Enjoying a beautiful sunrise in the Gatineau Hills.
Lac Clair, Quebec, May 30, 2016.
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