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Africa’s Population Boom
Is Both Danger and
Opportunity
The global population of Africa; is
drastically booming. There are more than
1 billion people living in Africa that is
about the same size of Europe or the
Americas. However, the difference
between the these continents and Africa
is these continents have stopped growing.
This can be problematic in the jobs
industry, with fewer jobs available for a
bigger population.
Read More on FT
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Staggering Human Toll of
Southeast Asia’s Annual Haze
The haze in Southeast Asia is a huge concern, especially with the
powerful El Nino weather pattern. In Indonesia, thousands left
their homes, schools were closed in Malaysia/Singapore and
diplomatic tensions increased as a result of the thick haze. In last
year’s haze crisis, there were 100,000 premature deaths, 90,000 in
Indonesia and 6500 in Malaysia. According to the Harvard and
Columbia study, the 2006 haze had caused 37, 6000 deaths in the
area.
Read More on Huffington Post
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Texas Has Highest Maternal
Mortality Rate in Developed
World
A new study has found the rate of deaths from pregnancy
related complications in Texas had doubled from 2010 to
2014. As a result, Texas has the highest maternal mortality
than any other state or developed country. Reproductive
health advocates believe this is because of the Republican-led
budget cuts that destroyed the ranks of Texas’s reproductive
healthcare clinics. The Texas legislature cut 76.3 million from
the state’s family budget of 111.5 million. .
Read More On The Guardian

New Evidence Supports Biological
Link Between Zika Infection,
Guillain-Barre Syndrome
Guillain-Barre is a rare and paralyzing disorder of the
nervous system after an infection with viruses or
bacteria. And now, there seems to be a close
relationship between the Zika virus and Guillain-Barre.
For this study, a team evaluated patients with
neurological problems associated with Zika in
Colombia. They then provided tools for viral tests of
blood, cerebrospinal fluid and urine samples from 68
people with symptoms of Guillain-Barre.
Read More on Science Daily

We Need To Eat Less Meat; The
Government Should Step In
In the United States, meat consumption has reached an
unsustainable level for our health and the planet. An average
American eats three times as much meat compared to the
average European whom eats twice as much meat. By 2050,
global consumption is expected to increase by 76%. This
excessive consumption is also responsible for the obesity
epidemic. It can also contribute to the increase in noncommunicable diseases like heart disease, type 2 diabetes and
certain cancers. One way to reduce the consumption is by
having national dietary guidelines. Guidelines can help inform
the public and guide menu choices in public institutions.
Read More on TribLive
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India Ratifies Paris Climate Change
Deal; EU Parliament Approves Paris
Ratification
To tackle climate change, the world’s third largest emitter of
greenhouse gases, India, has joined the Paris agreement.
Following its ratification, India had called for more work on the
agreement. India’s environment ministry says that Paris
agreement laid a broad framework but more detailed guidelines
are needed in order to the agreement to become operational.
Additionally, the European Parliament has approved the fasttrack ratification of the Paris Agreement, which clears the way for
the next UN climate summit in Marrakech.
Read More on Reuters and On Business Green

Decline of Fishing In Lake
Tanganyika ‘Due To Warming’
The fish found in Lake Tanganyika, Africa’s oldest lake, is
the most important part of the diet of neighboring
countries. However, the number of fish found in the lake
has drastically declined due to the expansion of
commercial fleets. However, overfishing is not the main
problem. To understand the real root of cause,
researchers are studying sediment samples found in the
bottom of the lake. After chemical analysis, it has been
found that the fish population has been declining due to
the rise in global temperatures.
Read More on BBC

United Nations Calls On Countries
To Close Down Legal Ivory Trade
To stop poaching the United Nations is calling for the
shutdown of legal domestic ivory markets. Member
states on the U.N.’s Convention on International Trade in
Endangered Species (CITES) recently agreed on a
resolution which asks for legislative and enforcement
measures to close these ivory markets around the
world. WWF-UK chief advisor on species, Healther Sohl
said, “Today saw a historic moment toward tackling the
illegal ivory trade that is killing 20,000 to 30,000 African
elephants each year.”
Read More on Reuters
October 13, 2016
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Social Innovation In Property
Taking Off
The increase in B Corporations, themed community hubs,
maker spaces, affordable housing funds and even showers
for the homeless, are trends developing in the social
innovation space in Australia. B Corporation certification
recognizes businesses with sustainable practices. The
movement came to Australia in late 2013. Many US states
have now mandated that businesses need to be B Corpaccredited for government procurement.
Read More on The Fifth Estate

Trudeau Unveils Carbon
Price As Canada Acts On
Paris Pledge
A minimum price for carbon pollution is being set
by the Canadian government in an effort to meet
the Paris climate agreement targets. A minimum
federal price of C$10 per metric ton will be set in
2018, and will rise by C$10 each year to C$50 per
ton in 2022 when it will be reviewed. Trudeau told
lawmakers, “Businesses will have to find new ways
to reduce emissions and pollute less. That will also
make our companies more competitive.
Read More on Bloomberg

SPOTLIGHT ON INDIGENOUS
HEALTH: COP21 Dooms Indigenous
Communities to Climate
Displacement
As some of the most vulnerable communities in the face
of global warming, Indigenous people are on the front
lines of struggle against climate change and are most
impacted by the extractive industries driving the world
toward climate crisis. They are also the keepers of
important ancestral environmental knowledge and key
protectors of forests, waterways and biodiversity. .
Read More on Telesurtv
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WEEKLYBULLETIN
Quote Of The Week
Climate change threatens the entire planet and carbon pricing is an effective way to use
markets to reduce emissions and pollution, Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau said
in Parliament (October 3, 2016). “The consequences for human health are major and
devastating. There is no hiding from climate change. It is real, and it is everywhere.”

EVENTSTABLE
DATE

CONFERENCE

LOCATION

Oct.

Climate Change Adaptation 2016

Toronto,

15-16
Oct.
16-17
Oct.

Fifth International Conference

Canada
Charlottetown
Canada

17-20
Oct.
18-19
Nov,
4-5
Nov.
9-11
Nov.
14-18
Nov
18-20
Nov.
21-24

6th Global Forum on Health Promotion

REGISTER
http://www.planetfriendly.net/calendar/
http://parc.ophea.net/event/

Habitat III: The United Nations Conference on
Housing and Sustainable Urban Development

Quito,
Ecuador

https://www.habitat3.org

Health Promotion Ontario Annual Conference

Ottawa
Canada

http://www.phac-aspc.gc.ca/ph-sp/docs/
charter-chartre/pdf/charter.pdf

SPARK 2016 Gala and Conference

Boston
USA

https://schweitzerfellowship.givezooks.com/
events/spark-2016-gala-conference

The Thirteenth AMNET International Conference
on Chronic Diseases

New Mexico,
USA

http://www.amnetbcom.org/

4th Global Symposium on Health Systems
Research

Vancouver
Canada
Kingston

Canadian Undergraduate Conference on
Healthcare
9th Global Conference on Health Promotion

@PlanetaryWeeky
October 13, 2016

@PlanetaryHealthWeeky

Canada
Shanghai
China

Planetary Health Weekly

http://www.csih.org/en/events/
http://www.cucoh.com/
http://www.who.int/healthpromotion

CONNECT WITH
Planetary Health Weekly
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HOW SCIENTISTS KNOW
CLIMATE CHANGE
IS HAPPENING

In an open letter, hundreds of leading scientists wrote a victory to Donald Trump can be a disaster in
the fight against climate change. Trump who once claimed global warming is a hoax vowed in May he
would cancel the historic Paris climate agreement. However, US and China have already ratified the
Paris agreement.
“The United States can and must be a major player in developing innovative solutions to the problem
of reducing emissions of greenhouse gases,” the letter says. “Nations that find innovative ways of
decarbonizing energy systems and sequestering CO2 will be the economic leaders of the 21st century.
If the US does not participate in this agreement,
Read More on Huffington Post
PAGE | 6

Volume 2, Issue 41

FYI

BOOK: HEALTH DIVIDES –
WHERE YOU LIVE CAN KILL
YOU: BY CLARE BAMBRA

The life expectancy of Americans is three years less than their European counterparts- France
or Sweden. In Europe, women in the poorest communities live ten years less than the richest.
There can even be a 25 years difference in life expectancy just by living a few miles apart. This
book focuses on where you live can determine how long you will for.
Clare Bambra, a leading expert in public health, focuses on case studies from across the world
and examines the causes of these health inequalities and how they evolved overtime. Bambra
concludes by considering how health divides might develop in the future and things that need
to be done, so the place you live does not determine how long you do.
Read More on Policy Press
October 13,, 2016
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GENETICALLY ENGINEERED
CROPS ARE SAFE, REVIEW
OF STUDIES FINDS

A systematic review of literature has found that genetically engineered crops are safe. "The
study committee found no substantiated evidence of a difference in risks to human health
between currently commercialized GE crops—specifically soybean, maize and cotton -- and
conventionally bred crops, nor did it find conclusive cause-and-effect evidence of environmental
problems from the GE crops," said Glenna an associate professor. "These findings should not be
interpreted to mean that there are not still many challenges related to both conventional and GE
crops, just that currently available GE crops and conventional crops are not different in terms of
their risks to human health and the environment."
Read More on Science Daily
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WHY LIBERAL ACADEMICS AND
IVORY TOWER RADICALS MAKE
POOR REVOLUTIONARIES

Professional academic researchers in the social sciences of many colleges and universities exploit the
struggles of oppressed peoples. Oppressed peoples are left stranded with little to no resources after
researchers leave their communities.
Liberal academics and social scientists need to understand their effect on the communities and people
they study. Oppressed people who are put under the magnifying glass of academic research have to live
with real consequences after the researcher leaves. This is especially true in the field of women’s and
ethnic studies — where class, gender, and race consciousness are a part of the research process.
Researchers leave behind a stranded community with little to no resources to help them organize
movements that will create real change.
For instance, Tim Wise, is a well-known anti-racist writer and activist whom receives thousands of
dollars for presenting at colleges about the impact that white privilege and white supremacy have on
communities of color. However, Wise has not given back to the communities with resources or support.
Read More on Youngist

October 13, 2016
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FOOTAGE OF MANDELA’S
FIRST KNOWN TV
INTERVIEW DISCOVERED

The Nelson Mandela Foundation has recently discovered the first known television interview with Mr.
Mandela. This interview lasts about 24 seconds. It is believed that this first interview was filmed during
a break at the 1956 Treason Trial, a trial which lasted four and half years.
Previously, it was believed the first television interview was done in 1961 when Mandela was
underground. A British journalist, Brian Widlake, was taken to his secret hideout in Johanessburg for
the interview. Sello Hatang, CEO of the Nelson Mandela Foundation, “We are excited to have this
historical material of what we now believe is the first television interview with Nelson Mandela.”
The interview was conducted at the Old Synagogue in Pretoria which was used as a court for the
Treason Trial. It was included in a programme on apartheid South Africa called Boeren en Bantoes
presented by Mr. GBJ Hiltermann. It is unclear who conducted the interview and the exact date was not
immediately available.
Read More On Nelson Mandela Foundation Facebook and Watch on YouTube
Listen on The Guardian
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ENTHUSIASM OF JOB SEARCH
SHOULD CONTINUE INTO FIRST
MONTHS IN NEW ROLE

Individuals should maintain their job search mentality even after securing a new position wrote
Nicole Matos for Chronicle Vitae. Matos says new employees should make as many connections
as possible with other departments before the “silo effect” sets in. This effect is when new
employees are only in contact with others with a similar role. Matos believes this is important
because newly hired employees should not feel as if their job is done. By making connections
with other employers from different jobs, one can bring a competitive edge to their job.
Read More on Chronicle Vitae

October 13, 2016

PAGE | 11

Nothing like an Autumn drive in Ontario
Tally Ho-Sword Road, Orrville, Ontario
Two Hours north of Toronto
October 9, 2016

There is plenty of food in this world, yet so many are hungry.
Mozambique Island, Mozambique (September 10, 2016)
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