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HIV Cure Hope 
Thanks To 
Collaboration 
A partnership sparked by the National 
Institute for Health Research (NIHR) is 
behind this collaborative UK effort for the 
new treatment, which is a first-of-its-kind. 
Six years ago this month, a meeting took 
place between five leading UK research 
establishments which resulted in a shared 
commitment to find a cure for HIV.                
Read More on Science Daily  
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Over 190 Countries Adopt Measure To 
Offset Air Travel Emissions 
More than 190 countries have adopted a measure which will help 
reduce the climate impact of jet travel. This measure means that air 
carriers must take a new stop to improve fuel economy in their 
routes and fleets and may also need to purchase newer planes. This 
could also mean that consumers must pay higher airfares, although 
experts believe there will be only a slight increase in price. This will 
take place in 2021, and leaders believe it will be a major step in 
reducing environmental impact of international aviation which is 
responsible for 2% of worldwide emissions of greenhouse gases.                                                               
Read More on NY Times 

https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2016/10/161003141409.htm
http://www.nytimes.com/2016/10/07/science/190-countries-adopt-plan-to-offset-jet-emissions.html?emc=edit_th_20161007&nl=todaysheadlines&nlid=64737171
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Hospitals In Rural Or Remote Areas: An Exploratory 
Review of Policies in 8 High-Income Countries & Public 
Reporting on Quality, Waiting Times and Patient 

Experiences in 11 High-Income Countries  

Our study reviewed policies in 8 high-income countries (Australia, 
Canada, United States, Italy, Spain, United Kingdom, Croatia and 
Estonia) in Europe, Australasia and North America with regard to 
hospitals in rural or remote areas. We explored whether any 
specific policies on hospitals in rural or remote areas are in place, 
and, if not, how countries made sure that the population in remote 
or rural areas has access to acute inpatient services. We found that 
only one of the eight countries (Italy) had drawn up a national 
policy on hospitals in rural or remote areas. decisions.                       
Read More on Health Policy Journal and PubMed 

Healthcare Innovations Won’t Cure 
Global Health Inequality-Political 
Action Will 
The proceedings at the World Health Summit in Berlin 
reveal that technological innovation is one of the main 
themes. A blurb for one of the keynote sessions read, 
“Despite the exponential growth of scientific and 
technological development, low- and middle-income 
countries are still largely excluded from access to 
appropriate and affordable health technologies. Therefore 
novel technological devices need to be developed that can 
address health problems and improve quality of life.”  

Read More on The Guardian 

Big Soda Echoing Big Tobacco’s Tactics 
& Coke and Pepsi Give Millions to 
Public Health, Then Lobby Against It 
According to a study published in the American Journal of 
Preventive Medicine, Coca-Cola and PepsiCo are using similar 
tactics used by tobacco and alcohol giants in battling anti-soda 
legislation by sponsoring health organizations. The study has 
found both Coca-Cola and PepsiCo have supported 96 health 
organizations and petitioned against 29 health bills that 
proposed to reduce consumptions of their products and fight 
obesity.  

Read More on Adage and NY Times 

http://www.healthpolicyjrnl.com/article/S0168-8510(16)30127-0/abstract
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/26964783
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2016/oct/09/healthcare-innovations-wont-cure-global-health-inequality-political-action-will-world-health-summit-berlin?mkt_tok=eyJpIjoiTm1Zd04ySTBObUpqTXpVeSIsInQiOiJiMzZpUkdmM1NsTFY1eWFReXVEUVo0U2w5Vk5LVEcrODFKV
http://adage.com/article/cmo-strategy/big-soda-echoing-big-tobacco-s-tactics-report/306232/?utm_source=daily_email&utm_medium=newsletter&utm_campaign=adage&ttl=1476763674?utm_visit=527531
http://www.nytimes.com/2016/10/10/well/eat/coke-and-pepsi-give-millions-to-public-health-then-lobby-against-it.html?emc=edit_th_20161011&nl=todaysheadlines&nlid=64737171
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Climate Change May Help Ethiopia, 
Increase The Country’s Access to Water  
Although hotter temperatures are destroying many regions of the 
world, some regions can benefit from the high temperatures. 
Researchers from Virginia Tech expect the water availability in Blue 
Nile Basin, in Ethiopia, may increase due to climate change. This can 
help increase crop production, water development and create large 
hydroelectric power projects. Zach Easton, associate professor of 
biological systems engineering said, "For all the catastrophic impacts 
of climate change, there are some silver linings... The sad irony is that 
climate change may be the catalyst Ethiopia needs to become a food-
exporting country." The research team used climate and hydrologic 
models to predict the impact of climate change on water availability 
and sediment transport in the Blue Nile.                                                            
Read More on Science Daily 
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Brewery Wastewater 
Transformed Into Energy 
Storage 
CU Boulder engineers have created a new bio-
manufacturing process that uses a biological organism 
prepared in brewery wastewater. It then creates carbon 
based materials which are used to develop energy storage 
cells. This can help reduce the costs of expensive waste-
water treatment costs for beer makers and providing 
manufactures with a more cost-effective way of creating 
renewable fuel cell technologies.  

Read More on Science Daily 

Hydro-Power Reservoirs Emit Methane, 
A Greenhouse Gas: No Free Lunch? 
Hydropower reservoirs are used to generate grid electricity, 
however, they can be an important source of greenhouse gas 
emissions. This therefore affects the environmental impact of 
electric cars. The cleaner the electricity used to charge an 
electric car, the cleaner that car becomes in operation. And 
among potential energy sources, hydroelectric power from 
dams would seem to be a fairly clean option. But dams and 
reservoirs present their own climate issues, according to a 
recent study cited by Science Magazine.  

Read More on Green Car Reports 

 

https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2016/10/161012132150.htm
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2016/10/161007120518.htm
http://www.greencarreports.com/news/1106535_hydro-power-reservoirs-emit-methane-a-greenhouse-gas-no-free-lunch
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German Upper House 
Asks EU To Ban New Gas, 
Diesel Car Sales by 2030 

The German Federal Council has adopted a 
bipartisan measure which would ban the sale of new 
vehicles with internal-combustion engines in 
country after 2030. Although, the ban only applies to 
Germany, it is hoped that these measures will 
trigger the European Union to ensure sales of these 
types of cars are also banned by 2031, at the latest.  

Read More on Green Car Reports 

SPOTLIGHT ON INDIGENOUS HEALTH: 
Nicaragua Dispute Over Indigenous 
Land Erupts in Wave of Killings  
The tropical rain forests in Nicrargua are home to 180,000 
Indigenous Miskito people. The newcomers are referred to as 
colonists by the Miskito who have been promised gold and 
large amounts of lucrative timber. These settlers have been 
forced from their lands by drought. An indigenous village was 
burned to the ground. 600 Indgigenous people have fled to 
neighboring Honduras where they live in dirt and squalor. In 
addition, the killings of 30 Miskitos have been documented and 
settlers say at least 80 farmers have been killed.  

Read More on NY Times 

Three Tips To Design Tax 
Policies For Healthier Diets 
Tax policies can help create healthy diets but require 
several considerations. One of the tips is to take 
advantage of WHO’s country nutrient profile models. 
While WHO reviewed other tax policies, such as those 
focused on fatty foods or food items with high salt 
content, Waqanivalu noted there were more country 
experiences taxing sugary drinks and beverages. This is 
likely because sugary beverages hold little nutritional 
value, so imposing taxes on them is easier as opposed to 
food items that contain a whole range of nutrient values 
or ingredients. Read More on Devex 

http://www.greencarreports.com/news/1106594_german-upper-house-asks-eu-to-ban-all-gas-diesel-cars-by-2030
http://mobile.nytimes.com/2016/10/17/world/americas/nicaragua-dispute-over-indigenous-land-erupts-in-wave-of-killings.html?emc=edit_th_20161017&nl=todaysheadlines&nlid=64737171&referer=
https://www.devex.com/news/3-tips-to-design-tax-policies-for-healthier-diets-88916
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WEEKLYBULLETIN 

DATE CONFERENCE LOCATION REGISTER 

Nov, 

4-5 
Spark 2016 Gala and Conference 

Boston  

USA 

http://www.schweitzerfellowship.org/spark-

main/ 

Nov. 

9-11 

The Thirteenth AMNET International Conference 

on Chronic Diseases 

New Mexico, 

USA 
http://www.amnetbcom.org/  

Nov. 

14-18 

4th Global Symposium on Health Systems  

Research 

Vancouver  

Canada  
http://www.csih.org/en/events/ 

Nov  

18-20 

Canadian Undergraduate Conference on 

Healthcare 

Kingston 

Canada 
http://www.cucoh.com/ 

Nov. 

21-24 
9th Global Conference on Health Promotion   

Shanghai 

China 
http://www.who.int/healthpromotion 

April  

6-9 
2017 Annual CUGH Global Health Conference 

Washington 

USA 

http://www.cugh.org/events/2017-annual-

cugh-global-health-conference 

April 

22-23 
Global Health & Innovation Conference 

Connecticut 

USA 
http://www.uniteforsight.org/conference/ 

Quote of The Week 

"In everyone there are all sorts of good ideas, 
ready like tinder. But much of this tinder 
catches fire only when it meets some flame 
or spark from outside, from some other     
person." 

 

Albert Schweitzer 

https://instagram.com/planetaryhealthweekly/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Planetary-Health-Weekly/842076405858777?fref=ts
https://twitter.com/planetaryweekly
https://twitter.com/planetaryweekly
https://instagram.com/planetaryhealthweekly/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Planetary-Health-Weekly/842076405858777?fref=ts
http://www.amnetbcom.org/
http://www.csih.org/en/events/fourth-global-symposium-on-health-systems-research/
http://www.who.int/healthpromotion/conferences/9gchp/en/
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FYI 

Life expectancy has increased in every country and global mortality rate has plummeted by 28% since 1990. 
This huge decrease is due to fighting maternal and newborn health, infectious diseases which once accounted 
for one third of deaths in 1990. According to a study by Global Burden of Disease study, by 2015, it had fallen to 
20%. In addition, since 2005, deaths from HIV/AIDS and malaria has been reduced by 40% and maternal 
mortality by 30%.  

The decline in mortality from these causes is a great achievement, but now there is a rise in deaths from non-
communicable diseases associated with lifestyle and old age. For every ten people, seven people die from non-
communicable diseases. Diseases like stroke, chronic obstructive pulmonary disease and Ischaemic heart 
diseases are the leading causes of death in both 1990 and 2015. Similarly, deaths from Alzhiemer’s disease and 
dementia have increased by 50% and some cancers are becoming more deadly.  

Researchers are using a socio-demographic index to analyse how well regions and countries perform compared 
with their levels of development. Although, the world as a whole has been doing exceptionally well, Sub 
Saharan Africa, Central Asia and Eastern Europe have a lower life expectancy mainly due to HIV/AIDS and high 
levels of alcohol and drug use. Similarly, the United States is underperforming in which the highest life 
expectancy for girls and boys is 70 and 67 years old respectively. This is the lowest of any rich country.  

Read More on The Economist 

DAILY CHART: THE GLOBAL 
BURDEN OF DISEASE 

http://www.economist.com/blogs/graphicdetail/2016/10/daily-chart-7?cid1=cust/ddnew/n/n/n/20161014n/owned/n/n/nwl/n/n/NA/7871741/email&etear=dailydispatch
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US humanitarian aid is spread throughout different regions of the world. Seven African countries are among the 
top 10 recipients of economic assistance and much of the money is targeted toward health initiatives, 
specifically HIV/AIDS treatment and research. The biggest recipient is Afghanistan, which is now using U.S. 
money to help rebuild its public infrastructure.  

 

 

Read More on Washington Post 

THE US FOREIGN AID 
BUDGET VISUALIZED 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/worldviews/wp/2016/09/26/the-u-s-foreign-aid-budget-visualized/


 

FYI 

Global aviation accounts for 2 percent of man-made carbon emissions. Scientists at the Australian National 
University are attempting to reduce that number by growing jet fuel on Australia's eucalyptus trees, also 
referred to as gum trees. "Renewable ethanol and biodiesel might be okay for the family SUV, but they just don't 
have a high enough energy density to be used in the aviation industry," lead researcher Carsten Kulheim said in 
a news release. "Eucalyptus oils contains compounds called monoterpenes that can be converted into a very 
high energy fuel, and this high energy fuel can actually fly jets and even tactical missiles." 

However, not all eucalyptus oils are created the same. Researchers are now challenged to find a way to breed 
and harvest trees with high concentrations of monoterpenes like pinene and limonene. 

Kulheim says, scientists must recognize the proper eucalyptus species with a principle monoterpene-producing 
genes. With the proper feedstock, researchers will be able to genetically engineer gum trees to yield high 
concentrations of high-energy oils. Lastly, scientists must develop more efficient processing and catalyst 
processes to convert oils into fuel while using as little energy as possible. 

 

Read More on Biofuel  
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CAN JET FUEL BE GROWN 
ON TREES? 

http://www.biofueldaily.com/reports/Can_jet_fuel_be_grown_on_trees_999.html
http://www.biofueldaily.com/reports/Can_jet_fuel_be_grown_on_trees_999.html


 

FYI 

Glow-in the dark bike paths can now be found in a small Polish town of Lidzbark Warminski. 
These bike paths are 100% eco-friendly made of synthetic materials that absorb energy from sun 
during the day and release the energy at night. The paths can stay lit for 10 hours at a time.  

 

Read More on Notable  
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SUN POWERED, GLOW IN THE 
DARK BIKE PATHS LAUNCH IN 

POLAND 
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http://notable.ca/sun-powered-glow-in-the-dark-bike-paths-launch-in-poland/


 

Prior to EU and Turkey’s deal to halt the flow of refugees in February, 57,000 migrants had arrived in Greece, 
but by September, only 3000 migrants had arrived. Now the crossing from Libya to Italy has become the central 
migrant route to Europe, which is much more dangerous.  

In 2015, over 1 million people crossed the Mediterranean and around 850,000 travelled from Turkey to Greece, 
most of them Syrian. The abrupt influx brought Europe’s asylum system to the brink of collapse.  

In addition, African migrants usually pass through Agadez in Northern Niger where people smuggling is a 
common trade. Migrants are encouraged by family and friends to make the journey, but most are unaware that 
Libya is at war or that they will have to travel across the desert. In addition, most are unaware that in Europe 
they may not have the right to work or attend school. Niger’s government has enforced a law which criminalises 
people-smuggling and departures for Libya have decrease.  

Migrants may spend large amount of money for uncertainty and possibly a deadly future. And with European 
governments toughening their stance on immigration, it will be much harder for migrants to make the tough 
journey.                                                                                                                                                                                                       
Read More on The Economist 

FYI 
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GETTING TO EUROPE : THE                 
DANGEROUS ROAD 

http://www.economist.com/blogs/graphicdetail/2016/10/daily-chart-13


 

FYI 

Microvolunteering is referred to as 10-minute increments of doing good that can usually be 
done from home. Code-slingers and charities are creating new ways to make use of downtime to 
give a growing movement of people the chance to step up for a cause. This is a great way for 
individuals who are too busy or have physical and health limitations. An example of 
microvolunteer activities is signing e-petitions to immersive interactions.  

 

Read More on Huffington Post 
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BE A STAY AT HOME                             
HUMANITARIAN:                                  

MICROVOLUNTEERING MAKES IT 

EASY TO GIVE BACK 

http://m.huffpost.com/us/entry/12591356?mkt_tok=eyJpIjoiWW1Rd00ySTVOMlJqTVRrNCIsInQiOiJaWERlSmlyalBMdG82NThqVlh1VGhDMjI3RzlKdHd5aXJTSlFZZStCYmw5c0Irb2tLaW1mcUVJMXRsVDZhcEtJTkM4NHVnMnJsUVB1bDZmdU5WR25KVlpTWnBtd1d6VWpYUnVjZDI1NkhPaz0ifQ%3D%3D
http://m.huffpost.com/us/entry/12591356?mkt_tok=eyJpIjoiWW1Rd00ySTVOMlJqTVRrNCIsInQiOiJaWERlSmlyalBMdG82NThqVlh1VGhDMjI3RzlKdHd5aXJTSlFZZStCYmw5c0Irb2tLaW1mcUVJMXRsVDZhcEtJTkM4NHVnMnJsUVB1bDZmdU5WR25KVlpTWnBtd1d6VWpYUnVjZDI1NkhPaz0ifQ%3D%3D
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