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Air Pollution More Deadly
In Africa Than Malnutrition
Or Dirty Water
Africa’s air pollution is causing more
premature deaths than unsafe water or
childhood malnutrition, and could develop
into a health and climate crisis reminiscent
of those seen in China and India, a study by a
global policy forum has found. Annual
deaths from ambient [outdoor] particulate
matter pollution across the African
continent increased by 36% from 1990 to
2013.
Read More on The Guardian
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Nations Fighting Powerful Refrigerant
That Warms Planet Reach Landmark Deal
Negotiators from more than 170 countries reached a legally
binding accord to counter climate change by cutting the worldwide
use of a powerful planet-warming chemical used in airconditioners and refrigerators. The talks in Kigali, the capital of
Rwanda, did not draw the same spotlight as the climate change
accord forged in Paris last year. But the outcome could have an
equal or even greater impact on efforts to slow the heating of the
planet.
Read More on NY Times
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TB Tricks The Body’s Immune System To Allow It To
Spread
Tuberculosis (TB) tricks the immune system into attacking the
body's lung tissue so the bacteria are allowed to spread to other
people, new research from the University of Southampton
suggests. The concept, published in Trends in Immunology,
proposes that current ideas about how tuberculosis develops in
patients may be incomplete and that, in fact, infection causes
autoimmunity, where the immune system reacts incorrectly to its
own tissue. Professor Paul Elkington, of the University of
Southampton, who led the project, said "We are not disputing that
the immune system mainly targets the bacteria to fight it off, but
we are suggesting that there is more to the story.”
Read More on Science Daily

Health Of Europe Revealed In New
Report
A new European Social Survey (ESS) report analyzing
attitudes towards physical and mental health in 21
European countries was recently published. The report
concludes that a substantial number of Europeans suffer
from a wide range of physical and mental health
conditions, in part due to their economic and social
conditions. Among the clearest findings is that, across
Europe, women are much more likely than men to report
depressive symptoms and severe headaches. In all 21
European countries, women reported more signs of
depression than their male compatriots, with some
countries showing huge discrepancies.
Read More on Science Daily

Malaysian Health System In Transition:
The Ambiguity of Public and Private
Since 1957, Malaysian citizens have enjoyed a de facto entitlement
to publicly provided and highly subsidized health care and the
country’s primary healthcare system is one of the most accessible
in the world. In recent years, government agencies have acquired
controlling stakes in major for-profit healthcare enterprises. The
Johor state government, for instance, controls a large diversified
healthcare conglomerate which includes the largest chain of
private hospitals in the country. Meanwhile, the federal
government’s sovereign wealth fund (Khazanah) controls the
second largest listed private healthcare provider worldwide.
Read More on Municipal Services Project
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Sri Lanka’s Annual Droughts Will
Worsen Unless
Government Steps Up
From floods to drought – there’s no reprieve for Sri Lanka.
Unfortunately, it will only get worse with climate change, unless the
government commits to some immediate improvements. More
than 800,000 people in all nine provinces of Sri Lanka have been
affected by the latest dry spell, according to the most recent data
from the national Disaster Management Center. Numbers have
varied over the course of the drought, but the government is now
providing drinking water for less than 150,000 of those people.
Read More on Humanosphere

Snow Leopards in Grave Decline
Snow leopards are being killed in large numbers - but not
necessarily for the reasons you might suspect. A new report
says there may be as few as 4,000 of the big cats left. The survey
estimates that an alarming 221 to 450 of the magnificent cats
have been killed every year since 2008. "Traffic's analysis
confirms the worrying scale of illegal killing of snow leopards,"
said James Compton, senior program director of Traffic in a
statement. More than 90 percent of the poaching occurs in
China, Mongolia, Pakistan, India and Tajikistan. Ranchers often
hunt and kill snow leopards because they sometimes prey on
livestock. Guilty or not, these "retaliations" account for 55
percent of all snow leopards killed.
Read More on DW

Wind Power Tipped To Meet 20% of
Global Power Demand By 2030
Wind energy could meet up to a fifth of global electricity
demand by 2030, according to a major report released by the
Global Wind Energy Council (GWEC) and Greenpeace
International. The report, which looks at a number of different
scenarios for the development of the industry and projected
levels of electricity demand, predicts installed capacity could
increase more than four-fold from 240GW at the end of last
year to 1,100GW by 2020, supplying between 11.7 per cent and
12.6 per cent of global electricity, and saving nearly 1.7 billion
tons of CO2 emissions.
Read More on The Guardian
November 17, 2016
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A Milestone Moment As The
Paris Agreement on Climate
Change Enters Into Force
On November 4th the Paris Agreement on climate change
formally entered into force. That it is happening less than a
year after the conclusion of the agreement, in December
2015, is itself remarkable. The agreement enters into force
with 94 Parties having ratified and 192 Parties having
signed, indicating their intention to ratify soon. The
agreement’s provisions are now operational, including
mechanisms designed to encourage countries to
implement commitments and increase ambition over time.
Read More on The Brookings

Globally Averaged CO2
Levels Reach 400 Parts Per
Million In 2015
The globally averaged concentration of carbon dioxide in
the atmosphere reached the symbolic and significant
milestone of 400 parts per million for the first time in
2015 and surged again to new records in 2016 on the
back of the very powerful El Nino event, according to the
World Meteorological Organization's annual Greenhouse
Gas Bulletin. CO2 levels had previously reached the 400
ppm barrier for certain months of the year and in certain
locations but never before on a global average basis for
the entire year.
Read More on Science Daily

SPOTLIGHT ON INDIGENOUS
HEALTH: Sold For A Bottle of Beer:
Sexual Abuse Haunts Indigenous
Communities
Freda Ens says she was a baby when her birth mother
sold her for a bottle of beer. The buyer was an unrelated
man she would later call “Grandfather.” Her earliest
memories include being sexually molested by a number of
men in his extended family. Child sexual abuse is a
disturbing reality in many of Canada’s First Nations, Metis
and Inuit communities, research is beginning to show.
Read More on Edmonton Journal
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Quote of The Week
“Pizza spends every single day on his own with nowhere to hide just subjected to people
banging on the glass and taking photographs."
WENDY HIGGINS, a spokeswoman for Humane Society International on the plight of
Pizza the polar bear who lives in an enclosure in a shopping mall in Guangzhou, China.
From the New York Times, October 26, 2016
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US BUSINESS TO TRUMP:
SUPPORT THE UN CLIMATE DEAL

Kelloggs, Mars and Levi Strauss joined over 300 US businesses by writing an open letter to president-elect
Donald Trump, calling on him to support the green economy. Published to coincide with the arrival of outgoing
secretary of state John Kerry at the Marrakech climate summit, the companies said climate change was a “risk”
to US prosperity. “We, the undersigned members in the business and investor community of the United States,
re-affirm our deep commitment to addressing climate change through the implementation of the historic Paris
Climate Agreement,” the letter said.
The billionaire’s election win has created huge uncertainty at the annual UN climate summit, where nearly 200
countries are working out how to implement the 2015 Paris Agreement. During his election campaign Trump
threatened to cancel the deal and withdraw the US from its obligations under the historic pact, but it’s not clear
if or how he will carry out that threat. Speaking in Marrakech on Wednesday morning at a meeting of the Major
Economies Forum, which includes Brazil, India, China and the EU, Kerry said global climate policies are
irreversible.
Nevertheless, we know that now is the time to remind the incoming administration that virtually every
company in the Fortune 500 and over $100 trillion in investor assets has acknowledged the reality of climate
change and the need to address it head on.
Read More on Climate Home
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CANADIAN PARKS AND
WILDERNESS SOCIETY

The Canadian Parks and Wilderness Society (CPAWS) is Canada’s only nationwide charity
dedicated solely to the protection of our public land and water, and ensuring our parks are
managed to protect the nature within them. In the past 50+ years, it has played a lead role in
protecting over half a million square kilometres – an area bigger than the entire Yukon
Territory! Their vision is to protect at least half of our public land and water so that future
generations can experience Canada’s irreplaceable wilderness.

CPAWS believes that by ensuring the health of the parts, we ensure the health of the
whole, which is our health too. Canada, home to one-quarter of the world's remaining
wilderness forests, stands out as a beacon of hope for conservation in a time of enormous
change. The next 10 years are a critical time for us to act, before industrial development
forecloses the chance to protect some of the last great forests and fresh water and marine
ecosystems on earth. We have the amazing opportunity to protect at least 50% or more of our
remaining wilderness, including our Boreal Forest region.
Read More on CPAWS
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CLIMATE CHANGE IMPAIRS SURVIVAL
INSTINCTS OF FISH AND CAN MAKE
THEM SWIM TOWARDS PREDATORS

Climate change is disrupting the sensory systems of fish and can even make them swim towards predators,
instead of away from them, a paper by marine biologists at the University of Exeter says.
Research into the impact of rising CO2 has shown it can disrupt the senses of fish including their smell, hearing
and vision.
High CO2 levels can impair the way they behave, including making them swim towards predator smells instead
of away and even ignoring the sounds that normally deter them from risky habitats.
According to a paper published in the journal Global Change Biology by Dr. Robert Ellis and Dr. Rod Wilson,
climate-change marine biologists at Exeter University, these abnormal behaviors have been linked to the effect
of CO2 on how the brain processes signals from sensory organs.
CO2 levels are predicted to be 2.5 times higher in the oceans by the end of this century.
Read More on Science Daily
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AMAZON RAINSTORMS TANSPORT
ATMOSPHERIC PARTICLES FOR
CLOUD FORMATION

Understanding how tiny particles emitted by cars and factories affect Earth's climate requires accurate climate
modeling and the ability to quantify the effects of these pollutant particles vs. particles naturally present in the
atmosphere. One large uncertainty is what Earth was like before these industrial-era emissions began. In a
paper just published in Nature, scientists collaborating on the GoAmazon study describe how they tracked
particles in the largely pristine atmosphere over the Amazon rainforest, which has given them a way to
effectively turn back the clock a few hundred years.
The scientists, sponsored in part by the U.S. Department of Energy's (DOE) Atmospheric Radiation
Measurement (ARM) Climate Research Facility and DOE's Atmospheric System Research Program, collected
and analyzed data over the Amazon during 2014-15. By scanning the skies at different altitudes and measuring
the changes in particle population over time, the scientists figured out the source of the tiny particles that
trigger cloud formation under "pre-industrial" conditions.
Read More on Science Daily
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MOVE OVER SOLAR: THE NEXT
BIG RENEWABLE ENERGY SOURCE
COULD BE AT YOUR FEET

Flooring can be made from any number of sustainable materials, making it, generally, an eco-friendly feature in
homes and businesses alike.
Now flooring could be even more “green,” thanks to an inexpensive, simple method developed by University of
Wisconsin–Madison materials engineers that allows them to convert footsteps into usable electricity.
Xudong Wang, an associate professor of materials science and engineering at UW–Madison, his graduate student
Chunhua Yao, and their collaborators published details of the advance in the journal Nano Energy. The method
puts to good use a common waste material: wood pulp. The pulp, which is already a common component of
flooring, is partly made of cellulose nanofibers. They’re tiny fibers that, when chemically treated, produce an
electrical charge when they come into contact with untreated nanofibers.
When the nanofibers are embedded within flooring, they’re able to produce electricity that can be harnessed to
power lights or charge batteries. And because wood pulp is a cheap, abundant and renewable waste product of
several industries, flooring that incorporates the new technology could be as affordable as conventional
materials.
Read More on NEWS
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HOW TAKING A GAP
YEAR CAN SHAPE YOUR
LIFE

If your teenager is talking about taking a year away from the classroom between high school and college, you
may have Malia Obama to thank for that. But if they’re not yet talking about whether to follow her lead, they
should be.
Taking time off between high school and college or sometime during the undergraduate years, as Ms. Obama is
doing before she attends Harvard, has plenty of appeal for high school graduates who don’t know what they
want out of college or seek to work, travel or volunteer on the sort of schedule that an academic calendar does
not allow.
Parents, however, often worry themselves sick over such talk. While no one wants to drop a six-figure sum on a
teenager who doesn’t want to be in school, there are often nagging doubts over whether students who stop for
a bit will ultimately get back on track.
Read More on NY Times
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At the Canadian Coalition for Global Health Research‘s
‘University Advisory Committee’ meeting in Vancouver
As part of the 4th Global Symposium on Health Systems
Research
November 15, 2016; www.ccghr.ca
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