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The Lancet Planetary Health: A New
Journal For A New Discipline
Planetary health has been defined as the
health of the human civilization and the state
of the natural systems on which it depends. To
explain this idea in simple terms we need to
think of humanity as one of the key driving
forces of global environmental change. We live
on a planet that is shaped by the activities of
human beings. The journal's attention will include indirect pathways to planetary health
such as poverty, conflict and health, human
displacement, health security, urban design
and planning, and transportation systems.
Read More on The Lancet
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It’s Final: Corn Ethanol Is Of No Use
The United Nations Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change
released two of its Working Group reports recently (WGI and
WGIII), and their short discussion of biofuels has ignited a fierce
debate as to whether biofuels are of any benefit. The IPCC was
quite diplomatic in its discussion, saying “Biofuels have direct, fuel‐
cycle GHG emissions that are typically 30–90% lower than those
for gasoline or diesel fuels. However, since for some biofuels
indirect emissions—including from land use change—can lead to
greater total emissions than when using petroleum products,
policy support needs to be considered on a case by case basis.”
Read More on Forbes
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Global Food Prices Fall For Fifth Year In A Row
But Economic Uncertainties Remain For 2017
Data from 2016 reveals that for the fifth year in a row, the prices of
food around the world have declined, in some cases 1.5 per cent below
2015 levels, a monthly United Nations report revealed. According to a
press release by the United Nations Food and Agriculture
Organization (FAO), bumper harvests – or harvests that have been
remarkably plentiful – as well as promising prospects for staple
cereals, helped to offset pressure on tropical commodities like sugar
and palm oil, whose production was adversely impacted by El Nino.
The FAO's Food Price Index measures the monthly change in
international prices for five major food commodity groups: major
cereals, vegetable oils, dairy, meat, and sugar.
Read More on United Nations

AID Groups Help Zimbabwe Fight
Typhoid Outbreak
International aid groups have begun helping Zimbabwe fight
an outbreak of typhoid. Some stakeholders say President
Robert Mugabe’s government has not been taking the
outbreak seriously. Officials say the waterborne disease,
which has struck more than 200 people in Harare, killing
two, has been detected in other parts of Zimbabwe. Health
Minister David Parirenyatwa is appealing for international
assistance, citing help the country received during a major
cholera outbreak in 2008. The British charity Oxfam has
responded, supplying water treatment chemicals to typhoid
-affected areas, and deploying volunteers to educate people
on ways to avoid the disease.
Read More on The VOA News

Health in India 2017
Two randomised controlled trials from Goa, India, in the
Lancet assess brief psychological treatment delivered by lay
counsellors in primary care for depression (the Healthy
Activity Program; HAP) and for harmful drinking
(Counselling for Alcohol Problems; CAP). Although WHO
recommends psychological interventions for mental health
disorders, evidence comes largely from high-income
countries. These trials from the program for Effective
Mental Health Interventions in Under-resourced Health
Systems (PREMIUM), show feasibility, outcomes, and cost
in a developing country.
Read More on The Lancet
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Record Rainfall Puts Thailand’s Flood
Resilience To The Test
Since the New Year, thousands of villages in Southern Thailand
have been affected by flood waters and affecting more than 1 million people with 21 dead so far, according to the U.N. and local media reports. The “severe flooding is because of the worst rainfall in
more than 30 years,” Prime Minister Gen. Prayut Chan-o-cha told
reporters, according to Agence France-Presse, and “Thailand must
prepare to handle these problems” in the face of climate change.
More than 330,300 households in 13 provinces have been affected
and at least 1,500 schools have been damaged.
Read More on The Humanosphere

Indian Firm Makes Carbon Capture
Breakthrough
A breakthrough in the race to make useful products out of
planet-heating CO2 emissions has been made in southern
India. A plant at the industrial port of Tuticorin is capturing
CO2 from its own coal-powered boiler and using it to make
baking soda. Crucially, the technology is running without
subsidy, which is a major advance for carbon capture
technology as for decades it has languished under high costs
and lukewarm government support. The firm behind the
Tuticorin process says its chemicals will lock up 60,000
tonnes of CO2 a year and the technology is attracting
interest from around the world.
Read More on The Guardian

Toronto’s Urban Canopy Beats London’s But
Trails Vancouver’s
When it comes to trees, Toronto is officially world class, but our
greenery is under stress, according to local environmentalists.
Researchers at MIT recently collaborated with the World Economic
Forum on a project called "Treepedia" to map urban canopies in 11
cities around the world. By counting trees using Google Street View
they measured the percentage of each city’s area covered by canopy. At
19.5 per cent, Toronto came in fourth, ahead of Paris, London and New
York, but trailing Vancouver, Geneva, and Seattle. Carlo Ratti, a
professor in MIT’s department of urban studies, said the goal is to
“start a conversation” so cities can “see how they compare and how
they can learn from each other.” Read More on The Metro News
PAGE | 3

Volume 3, Issue 3

PLANETARY HEALTH WEEKLY
Seven Good News Takeaways On
Future Of Aid For Trade
2017 will likely see more developing countries participating in trade
than ever before. PACER Plus, an agreement between Australia, New
Zealand and Pacific island nations to promote economic development
through greater regional trade and economic integration, was signed at
the end of 2016.The 110th ratification of the World Trade
Organization’s Trade Facilitation Agreement, the magic number needed
for the agreement to enter into force, could come as early as January
2017. The TFA aims to cut trading red tape, particularly for small- and
medium-sized businesses, which are the primary job-creation engine in
many emerging economies.
Read More on Devex

China Takes Global Lead in Clean
Energy
China's overseas investment in renewable energy
projects jumped last year by 60 percent to a record $32
billion marking its leadership in the global market for
clean energy. In 2016, China finalised 11 foreign deals
worth more than a billion dollars each, and is expected to
pick up the pace this year, according to the Institute for
Energy Economics and Financial Analysis (IEEFA). China
announced that it would sink at least $361 billion into
renewables by 2020, key to the country's transition away
from polluting coal power.
Read More on Solar Daily

SPOTLIGHT ON INDIGENOUS
HEALTH: Venezuela’s Indigenous
Ministry Marks Anniversary But Few
Are Celebrating
Recently, it marked 10 years since the creation of
Venezuela’s Ministry of Popular Power for Indigenous
Peoples, and while the government celebrates its
achievements in indigenous rights and equality, many
activists feel there is much left to desire. One such problem
that activists are complaining about is worsening access to
even basic health services.
Read More on The Humanosphere
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WEEKLYBULLETIN
QUOTE OF THE WEEK
Poor diets are responsible for more of the global health burden than sex, drugs, alcohol and tobacco combined. While almost 800 million people are hungry, two billion people are either overweight or obese.
"We estimated that one-in-three people have really poor diets. This is causing a whole host of malnutrition problems that has massive health consequences as well as economic consequences. We
are saying to people, especially policymakers and research funders, we now need to move way
from a world thinking about malnutrition as hunger but to think of it as hunger and poor quality
of diet Instead of feeding the world we need to think about nourishing the world.”
Lawrence Haddad, Executive Director of the Global Alliance For Improved Nutrition (GAIN)
Read More on BBC News
GAIN

EVENTSTABLE
DATE
Jan
26
March
1-2
April
6-9
April
22-23

June
12-23
June
12-16

CONFERENCE

LOCATION
Toronto

The Global Leadership Series

Canada
Amsterdam

24th Global Nursing and Healthcare

Netherlands

2017 Annual CUGH Global Health Conference

USA

McGill Summer Institute in Infectious Disease and
Global Health

@PlanetaryWeeky
January 19, 2016

@PlanetaryHealthWeeky

USA
Connecticut

Global Health & Innovation Conference

Global Health Diagnostics

Washington

Montreal
Canada
Montreal
Canada

Planetary Health Weekly

REGISTER
http://www.sickkids.ca/globalchildhealth/

http://global.nursingconference.com/

http://www.cugh.org/events/2017-annualcugh-global-health-conference

http://www.uniteforsight.org/conference/

http://mcgill-idgh.ca/

http://mcgill-idgh.ca/courses/global-healthdiagnostics/

CONNECT WITH
Planetary Health Weekly
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THE UNIVERSAL DECLARATION OF
HUMAN RIGHTS IS NOW ONLINE
IN 500 LANGUAGES

Translated into hundreds of languages and dialects from Abkhaz to Zulu, the UDHR
set a world record in 1999 for being the most translated document in the world.
At present, there are 501 different translations available in HTML and/or PDF
format. But the project of translating it continues and we need your help.
Our goal is to share the UDHR with the entire world, and anyone is welcome to
contribute a new translation that is not already in the collection.
Read More on OHCHR
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FIVE REASONS WHY
EDUCATION IS A GIFT

Too many of us don’t think of education as a gift. Some children in countries where schools are well built and
equipped, teachers on time and motivated, textbooks available, may even resent having to go to school
sometimes.
Education is important for the following reasons. First education help reduces poverty. If all students in lowincome countries left school with basic reading skills, 171 million people could be lifted out of poverty. This is
equal to a 12% cut in global poverty.
Next education makes people healthier. A child whose mother can read is 50% more likely to live past the age
of 5, 50% more likely to be immunized, and twice as likely to attend school. Also, education promotes gender
equality. One additional school year can increase a woman's earnings by 10% to 20%.
Education can help foster peace. Literate people are more likely to participate in the democratic process and
exercise their civil rights. And lastly, education saves children’s lives. Educating girls averted more than 30
million deaths of children under 5.
Read More on The Global Partnership
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CLIMATE CHANGE THREATENS
WORLD’S COFFEE SUPPLY:
REPORT SAYS

A report examining the many ways climate change threatens coffee and coffee farmers has alarmed people who
are now imagining what it would be like getting through the day without their caffeine fix. The report, released
this month by the Climate Institute, a nonprofit organization in Australia, was commissioned by Fairtrade
Australia and New Zealand, the regional hub of the global Fairtrade system.
Though it contains little new research, it has made waves by collating an array of available literature indicating
that climate change will have a stark effect on the world’s coffee supply. The report emphasizes the threat
warming temperatures pose to farmland, citing a study from the March 2015 issue of the journal Climatic
Change that found climate change “will reduce the global area suitable for coffee by about 50 percent across
emission scenarios.” In addition to the disappearing land on which to grow coffee, the report highlights the way
warmer weather is exacerbating the threat of diseases like coffee rust and pests like the coffee berry borer, a
type of beetle that a 2011 report said caused annual losses of hundreds of millions of dollars in coffee beans.
“The extra warmth is enabling those sorts of lines of attack to be strengthened,” said John Connor, the chief
executive of the Climate Institute.
Coffee plants thrive in stable environments where a precise combination of temperature and precipitation
allows beans to prosper while keeping their taste profile. The report shows that countries once offering the
proper mix of climate factors in the “bean belt,” including Colombia, Mexico, Brazil, Ethiopia and Vietnam, have
become less hospitable because of shifts in weather patterns scientists say can be attributed to climate change.
The report’s findings, though new to many people, are all too familiar to major coffee companies, which have
been scrambling to battle climate change’s effect on their product for the past several years.
Read More on NY Times
January 19, 2016
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LETS REINVENT AND DIVERSIFY
AFRICA’S UNIVERSITIES TO MAKE
THEM CENTERS OF INNOVATION

Calestous Juma reports about reinventing Africa’s universities to make them centers of innovation. Four of the
highest recipients of Olympics medals are also permanent members of the United Nations Security Council. The
US, UK, Russia and China rank on top not necessarily because they’re superpowers, but because they field
competitors in nearly every sport. By winning five medals in taekwondo, African countries demonstrated they
too can diversify into new sports and excel. Though an imperfect analogy, one could apply this lesson to the
performance of African universities in international rankings. In one ranking, only ten of the world’s 1,000
leading universities are from Africa. Another survey has South Africa as the home of eight of sub-Saharan
Africa’s top 10 universities.
Many top African universities were created to train functionaries of the civil service. This influenced their
curricula and teaching methods. The civil service that African countries have inherited from the colonial era
emphasized conformity, not creativity and innovation. Most African countries apply standardized criteria that
force universities to conform to the mission of training graduates for the public sector. This is their main sport.
But Africa’s demand for higher education has changed in two important ways.
First, population growth has increased the demand for higher education. Second, much of the demand for
graduates has shifted from government to the private sector. The latter requires entrepreneurial people train to
drive change and promote economic dynamism. Africa’s higher education is hobbled by its historical legacy of
functional separation between teaching, research and commercialization of new products. Colonial
administrations created research institutes to address local challenges. The supply of graduates was done by
their home universities in the UK or France. It was only at the time of decolonization that training African civil
servants became urgent.
Read More on QZ
PAGE | 9

Volume 3, Issue 3

FYI

OFF-GRID POWER IN REMOTE
AREAS WILL REQUIRE SPECIAL
BUSINESS MODEL TO SUCCEED

Low-cost, off-grid solar energy could provide significant economic benefit to people living in some remote areas,
but a new study suggests they generally lack the access to financial resources, commercial institutions and
markets needed to bring solar electricity to their communities.
Around the world, more than 1.2 billion people lack access to basic electricity service. The majority of those
people are living in developing nations, in rural or isolated areas with high rates of poverty. Steep costs and
remote terrain often make it impractical or even impossible to extend the electric grid.
Developing a successful business model that could deliver off-grid power to this market will require addressing
challenges unique to the population, an Oregon State University researcher concluded in a study published
recently in Renewable and Sustainable Energy Reviews.
When rural, isolated communities do gain access to solar power, the impact on residents can be profound, Scott
said. Children are more likely to go to and complete schooling, because they have light to study by. Kerosene
lamps, which create a lot of indoor air pollution, are no longer needed, improving people's health. And work
hours are increased, giving people more time to earn money or build home-based businesses.
"Providing electricity starts an incredible cycle of improvement for communities without reliance on charities or
government aid," she said. "There are also environmental benefits to encouraging sustainable development using
renewable resources."The market for small solar lighting and charging units has grown dramatically in the last
few years, and solar home systems offer cleaner, safer and cheaper lighting over time than kerosene, the primary
alternative for lighting in developing nations. But even a small cost can be out of reach for people whose annual
incomes are often less than $3,000 per year, Scott said.
Read More on Solar Daily
January 19, 2016
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EIGHT TIPS TO HELP BUILD
A GREAT JOB
APPLICATION

Ryerson Career Centre provides students with eight tips to build a great job application. Some of these tips
include, always writing a cover letter. This is because it’s your opportunity to explain your interest in the role.
Second, you can use the letter to detail the ways you meet the requirements of the position. Next is to make
your cover letter specific. Make sure your cover letter is specific to the role you are applying for by highlighting
your relevant skills and experience. Refer to the requirements highlighted in the job posting to demonstrate
how you meet the requirements through practical examples from your employment history. And lastly, keep
your resume current. Don’t wait until you’re applying for a job to update your resume. It’s good practice to
update your resume every few months with new skills or education that you’ve acquired. You never know when
a great opportunity will a rise!
Read More on Ryerson University

January 19, 2016
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"Resilience"
Ta Prohm, Siem Reap Province, Cambodia
December, 2016
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