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DR. TEDROS FROM ETHIOPIA 
ELECTED AS NEXT WHO          
DIRECTOR GENERAL 

Dr. Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, from Ethi-
opia, has been elected as the next WHO Direc-
tor-General, and is the first African to head 
the global agency. Tedros Adhanom Ghe-
breyesus, former minister of health and for-
eign affairs of Ethiopia, was elected on May 
23 to the post of WHO Director-General. The 
first African to head the agency promised to 
place special emphasis on universal health 
care, to focus resources on the most vulnera-
ble, and to lead the global agency from the 
front and centre. Read More on Lancet 
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CLIMATE CHANGE AND FLOODING 
THREATENS 4.2 MILLION PEOPLE ON 
CARIBBEAN AND PACIFIC ISLANDS 
A new study by the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB) 
estimates that 4.2 million people in Small Island Developing 
States (SIDS) in the Caribbean and in the Pacific are living in 
areas that are prone to flooding due to rising sea levels. In 
addition to coastal erosion, rising sea levels are expected to 
negatively impact economic output and employment and could 
aggravate inflation and cause an increase in government debt, 
according to the study, A Blue Urban Agenda: Adapting to 
Climate Change in the Coastal Cities of Caribbean and Pacific 
Small Island Developing States.                                                        
Read More on Caribbean360 
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Ebola Outbreak in the DR Congo 
International agencies are implementing response protocols after an 
Ebola virus disease outbreak was confirmed in the DR Congo. Andrew 
Green reports. On May 12, an outbreak of Ebola virus disease (EVD) 
was declared, affecting a remote area of the northern DR Congo. As 
we went to press, WHO reported 37 cases of infection, including one 
confirmed and three probable deaths from EVD. The outbreak 
triggered a response involving more than 13 international agencies. It 
could prompt the roll-out of an Ebola vaccine candidate, pending 
government approval of its use. Partners quickly set up the standard 
response protocols. This includes surveillance to identify both 
suspected EDV cases and people who have come into contact with 
suspected and confirmed patients with EVD, who will need to be 
monitored for symptoms for 21 days.  Read More on The Lancet 

The Global Health Law Trilogy: Towards A Safer, 
Healthier, and Fairer World 

Global health advocates often turn to medicine and science for 
solutions to enduring health risks, but law is also a powerful 
tool. No state acting alone can ward off health threats that span 
borders, requiring international solutions. A trilogy of global 
health law—the Framework Convention on Tobacco Control, 
International Health Regulations (2005), and Pandemic 
Influenza Preparedness Framework—strives for a safer, 
healthier, and fairer world. Yet, these international agreements 
are not well understood, and contain gaps in scope and 
enforceability. Moreover, major health concerns remain largely 
unregulated at the international level, such as non-
communicable diseases, mental health, and injuries. Here, we 
offer reforms for this global health law trilogy. Read more on 

The Lancet 

Philippines President Bans Smoking in 

Public, With Offenders Facing Jail 
Philippines president Rodrigo Duterte has signed an executive 
order banning smoking in public across the second-most populous 
country in south-east Asia, creating one of the region’s strictest 
anti-tobacco laws. The ban, which carries a maximum penalty of 
four months in jail and a fine of 5,000 pesos ($100), covers both 
indoor and outdoor smoking, presidential spokesman Ernesto 
Abella said. It also covers existing bans on tobacco advertisements, 
promotions or sponsorship, which are subject to fines of up to 
400,000 pesos and maximum jail terms of three years and possible 
revocation of business permits.  

Read More on The Guardian 

http://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(17)31424-1/fulltext?elsca1=etoc
http://thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(17)31261-8/fulltext
http://thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(17)31261-8/fulltext
https://www.theguardian.com/world/rodrigo-duterte
http://www.theguardian.com/world/2017/may/19/philippines-president-bans-smoking-in-public-with-offenders-facing-jail


 

Air Pollution May Disrupt Sleep 
“Prior studies have shown that air pollution impacts heart 
health and affects breathing and lung function, but less is 
known about whether air pollution affects sleep," said lead 
author Martha E. Billings, assistant professor of medicine at the 
University of Washington. "We thought an effect was likely 
given that air pollution causes upper airway irritation, swelling 
and congestion, and may also affect the central nervous system 
and brain areas that control breathing patterns and sleep.  The 
study found the group with the highest levels of NO2 over five 
years had an almost 60 percent increased likelihood of having 
low sleep efficiency compared to those with the lowest NO2 
levels.  Read More on Science Daily 
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Ocean Barriers To Fight Rising 
Tide of Plastic 

According to Plastic Oceans, a group 
lobbying to cut usage , the world 
produces more than 300 million 
tonnes of plastic annually. Half of this 
is used only once, usually for less than 
12 minutes. Eight million tonnes of 
plastic waste end up in the ocean 
every year. 

Read More The Times UK 

As Droughts Worsen, Phones and 
Radios Lead Way To Water                             
For Niger’s Herders 
In Niger, as across much of Africa's Sahel region, frequent droughts 
have impoverished many people and made it much harder to make a 
living from agriculture. That is happening in a West African country 
already consistently ranked at the bottom of the U.N. Human 
Development Index. With climate change now exacerbating 
pressures, experts say there is a growing and urgent need for better 
climate information, to ensure farmers and pastoralists are equipped 
to cope with unpredictable rainfall and climate shocks. 

Read More on News Trust 

https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2017/05/170522080830.htm
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/edition/world/booms-to-tackle-oceans-plastic-dumps-z5w29n6hg
http://news.trust.org/item/20170509000958-0czmy/


 

SPOTLIGHT ON POLICY: 

Balancing Rights and Responsibilities in Insurer’s                   

Access to Genetic Test Results 

Genetic testing is widely used across the developed world in order to 
diagnose and predict disease. However, along with its usefulness comes 
concern about how others, such as employers and insurers, can have 
access to and use its results. This in turn leads to the risk that individuals 
may avoid medically recommended genetic testing, or participation in 
genetic research, if they fear that they may be discriminated against based 
on their results. In Canada, while life insurers are currently allowed to use 
genetic test results, the Parliament recently passed legislation that would 
prohibit them from doing so when drawing up insurance contracts.    
Read More on Science Daily 
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SPOTLIGHT ON INDIGENOUS HEALTH:            

Canadian First Nations Women Face 87% 

Lifetime Risk of Diabetes 

Canadian First Nations people face a far higher lifetime risk of 
diabetes than non-aboriginals according to a recent study. For 
women, the lifetime risk of diabetes was 46 per cent for non-
aboriginal women and over 87 per cent for aboriginal women. The 
study was published in the Canadian Medical Association Journal. 
Aboriginal men had about a 75 per cent lifetime risk of diabetes, as 
opposed to 55 per cent for non-aboriginal men. The author blames 
the dramatic difference on a combination of living conditions and 
genetics. 

Read More on Global News 

May 25, 2017 

Mercedes-Benz Brings A New Model (Of Battery) 
To U.S. Homes 
Vivint Solar, a leading provider of residential rooftop systems, has 
tried many things over the years to gain an edge on the 
competition. Now it is hoping that offering customers a Mercedes-
Benz for $5,000 to $13,000 will do the trick. But the offer is not 
for a car from the German automaker. Instead, it is for a sleek 
battery the size of a mini-fridge that will allow homeowners to 
take better advantage of the energy their solar power systems 
produce, whether to cut costs or to maintain a steady source of 
electricity during power failures. Mercedes has been selling the 
batteries in Europe and South Africa this year, but its partnership 
with Vivint, announced Thursday, represents its entrance into the 
United States market. Read More on NY Times 

https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2017/05/170525194817.htm
http://globalnews.ca/news/2948571/canadian-first-nations-women-face-87-lifetime-risk-of-diabetes-study-warns/
https://www.vivintsolar.com/
https://www.mercedes-benz.com/en/mercedes-benz-energy/
https://www.mercedes-benz.com/en/mercedes-benz-energy/
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/news/business/energy-environment/solar-energy/index.html?inline=nyt-classifier
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/05/18/business/energy-environment/vivint-solar-mercedes-benz-battery.html?emc=edit_th_20170519&nl=todaysheadlines&nlid=64737171&_r=5


 

EVENTSTABLE 

PAGE | 5 June 1, 2017 

CONNECT WITH 

Planetary Health Weekly 
@PlanetaryWeeky @PlanetaryHealthWeeky Planetary Health Weekly 

  

WEEKLYBULLETIN 

DATE CONFERENCE LOCATION REGISTER 

June– Sept Aboriginal Conferences Canada http://aboriginalconferences.ca/ 

June  

12-23 

McGill Summer Institute in Infectious Disease and 

Global Health  

Montreal 

Canada 
http://mcgill-idgh.ca/ 

June 

12-16 
Global Health Diagnostics 

Montreal 

Canada 

http://mcgill-idgh.ca/courses/global-health-

diagnostics/ 

July 

25-27 

Pedagogy For The Anthropocene: Re-rooting        

Academic Knowledge in Nature 

Toronto 

Canada 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/

e/1FAIpQLSfofqDbn3qR-

F5XpUO9k_mhfkPp6SOj3w4-

vQsouYH1oVuYnQ/viewform?c=0&w=1 

Oct 

29-31 
Canadian Conference for Global Health 

Montreal 

Canada 
https://www.ccgh-csih.ca/ccgh2015/index 

Quote of The Week 
 

“In our interconnected world, there can be no peace as long as others are 
in peril; no security as long as others suffer deprivation; no sustainable 
future until all members of our human family enjoy their human rights.” 

 

Secretary General United Nations (UN) Antonio Guterres, on May 9, 2017 
on the occasion of Vesak Day (May 10) commemorated in honour of the 
birth of The Buddha. 

 
Read More on The Nation 

https://instagram.com/planetaryhealthweekly/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Planetary-Health-Weekly/842076405858777?fref=ts
https://twitter.com/planetaryweekly
https://twitter.com/planetaryweekly
https://instagram.com/planetaryhealthweekly/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Planetary-Health-Weekly/842076405858777?fref=ts
http://nation.com.pk/international/09-May-2017/no-peace-as-long-as-others-are-in-peril-un-chief


 

 
Canada welcomed 33 723 Syrian refugees between November 2015 and November 2016. This paper 
reports the results of a rapid assessment of health care needs and use of health care services among 
newly arrived Syrian refugees in Toronto. A cross-sectional study was conducted in Toronto among 
Syrian refugees aged 18 years or more who had been in Canada for 12 months or less. Participants 
were recruited initially through distribution of flyers in hotels and through direct referrals and 
communication with community and settlement agency partners, and then through snowball sampling. 
We collected sociodemographic information and data on self-perceived physical health and mental 
health, unmet health care needs and use of health care services. Many factors may explain our 
respondents’ high levels of self-perceived physical and mental health during the first year of 
resettlement, including initial resettlement support and eligibility for health care under the Interim 
Federal Health Program. However, newly arrived Syrian refugees report unmet health care needs, 
which necessitates more comprehensive care and management beyond the initial resettlement 
support. 

Read More on ResearchGate 
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HEALTH CARE NEEDS AND                   
USE OF HEALTH CARE SERVICES 

AMONG NEWLY ARRIVED           

SYRIAN REFUGEES IN TORONTO 

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/316845652_Health_care_needs_and_use_of_health_care_services_among_newly_arrived_Syrian_refugees_a_cross-sectional_study
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FYI 

A 2016 study by Statistics SA found that 1 in 5 women report that they have experienced 
violence at the hands of a partner. Furthermore it found that 8% of women reported 
experiencing violence in the previous 12-month period, while 6% reported sexual violence by a 
partner. The spate of these brutal crimes has generated a lot of comment on social media. 
Women have used the hashtag #MenAreTrash to share stories of domestic violence. President 
Jacob Zuma described "the manner in which women and children are being killed" as a "crisis in 
the country". He urged victims of gender violence not to turn a blind eye to the problem and 
added that he would consider calls for harsher sentences for sex offenders. 

Read More on BBC News 

WILL I BE NEXT?                       
SOUTH AFRICAN               

WOMEN ASK 

http://www.statssa.gov.za/publications/Report%2003-00-09/Report%2003-00-092016.pdf
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-39941143


 

FYI 

Moving away from strictly categorizing rape and other sexual abuse against women as a weapon 
of war, a new report from the United Nations addresses the increasing use of rape as a weapon 
of terrorism. The report also documents how mass migration has led to further sexual violence 
against women through human trafficking by extremist groups like ISIS and has enabled a 
flourishing black market in such trade across the world. 

The report was highlighted at a UN Security Council debate on women, peace and security on 
May 15. The document also tackles problems associated with post-sexual-violence: 
stigmatization; contracting of infectious diseases; handling of children of rape; loss of 
livelihoods and destitution; and other social taboos and damages that can ruin victims for life. 
By acknowledging sexual violence as a weapon of terrorism, the report says, global actions to 
stop terrorist financing can include a link to this criminality and be tied into relevant sanctions 
regimes. Rape has been recognized as a war crime by the UN and international tribunals and 
courts for decades. 

Read More on PassBlue 
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RAPE BY TERRORISM: A UN                
REPORT DOCUMENTS                           

SEXUAL ATTACKS IN WAR 

http://edge.passblue.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/N1708433.pdf
http://www.passblue.com/2017/05/02/rape-by-terrorists-a-un-reports-new-approach-to-sexual-attacks-in-war/
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In the case of the rapidly rising rate of solar generation for electricity, numerous forecasts by 
internationally respected bodies have proven woefully conservative. 

The image above from a tweet below, created by Auke Hoekstra at the Technical University of 
Eindhoven, in The Netherlands, shows it better than words ever could. Hoekstra simply looked 
at successive revisions of predictions by the International Energy Agency's World Energy 
Outlook for solar adoption, measured in gigawatts of capacity added per year. 

The data starts in 2002, and carries through not only 2016 predictions but revised 2016 
predictions. In every case, the agency's revisions raise the starting year to the actual previous 
capacity growth, but assume that the capacity added in future will continue to be linear, rather 
than growing exponentially as it has thus far. 

Hoekstra said, in responding to comments on the tweet, that he didn't feel the faulty projections 
were the results of political manipulation by established players in the global energy industry. 
Rather, he commented, he'd found that "in my work with other radical innovations ... experts are 
simply very conservative in their own field." 

Read More on Green Car Reports 

SOARING GROWTH OF SOLAR 
POWER DEMONSTRATED                   

BY ONE CHART 

http://www.greencarreports.com/news/1110677_soaring-growth-of-solar-power-demonstrated-in-one-chart
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Since 2005 the FfP (Fund for Peace) has measured the stability of 178 countries by combining three different 
types of information. First, its researchers scour 40m-50m English-language articles from 10,000 sources to find 
evidence of fragility, from landslides to displaced people. Second, they use quantitative data from multilateral 
organisations such as the World Bank and the IMF. Finally, experts sense-check the result to ensure that each 
country’s score aligns with expectations. In total, 100 measures are blended into 12 indicators of fragility, from 
“group grievances” to the quality of public services. 

The result is a single score for each country, with fragility measured from zero to 120 (least fragile to most). 
There are few big surprises: Finland is the world’s most stable country and South Sudan the least. After 
weighting each country’s score by its population, overall global fragility changed little from 2015 to 2016. But 
this masks regional shifts: greater stability in Asia and the European Union has been balanced by greater fragility 
in South America and sub-Saharan Africa. Last year’s polarising American presidential election increased the 
country’s fragility score by 1.6 points. 

The index is perhaps most valuable as an early-warning signal for potential conflict. For that, what matters are 
changes from year to year, rather than long-lasting differences between nations—although there are some 
counter-intuitive results. For example, Brazil's stability deteriorated twice as fast as Venezuela’s in 2016 (though 
from a much better base). Meanwhile, South Africa’s fragility score increased by 2.4 points last year, and would 
be worse if it were not for the strength of its institutions, says J. J. Messner, the FfP’s director. Ethiopia, long a 
darling of development experts, is currently causing concern: drought has led to conflict over grazing land. What 
eventually lights the tinder box can be hard to predict. It is “phenomenal just how resilient individuals can be”, 
says Messner. But there is a limit to the hardship people will endure before demanding change by any means 
they can.  

Read More on Economist 

June 1, 2017 

AS INDEX SUGGESTS THE 
WORLD IS MORE STABLE 

THAN THE NEWS SUGGESTS 
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http://www.economist.com/blogs/graphicdetail/2017/05/daily-chart-12?cid1=cust/ddnew/n/n/n/20170516n/owned/n/n/nwl/n/n/na/Daily_Dispatch/email&etear=dailydispatch
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For millions, having a job and being guaranteed a salary at the end of each month is what brings them peace of 
mind. But have you considered that you could wake up one day and find that your skills are completely 
redundant? 

A computer that dispenses expert radiology advice is just one example of a job that can be automated as a result 
of the rapid developments in artificial intelligence. What skills will you need to keep your job in the next five to 
10 years? South Africa has not been immune to the changes taking place in the labour market, and because the 
country has the most diversified economy on the continent, the risks of major disruptions in the labour market 
are much higher. 

While in the past, digital skills were only expected to be the forte of information technology personnel, things 
are dramatically changing, with many jobs being automated and people requiring to up-skill themselves to stay 
relevant in the workplace. The Future of Jobs and Skills in Africa report released at the World Economic Forum 
(WEF) Africa summit held in Durban earlier this month says that employers across Africa have identified 
inadequately skilled workforces as a major constraint to their businesses. In South Africa, 39% of core skills 
required across occupations will be wholly different by 2020. 

The Oxbridge Academy has shed light into which professions will be sought-after in the next decade. The 
distance-learning institution compiled information gathered from South Africa’s Department of Trade and 
Industry and data from the United States Bureau of Labor Statistics to compile a list of the jobs it says will be 
demand in the next 10 years. The jobs are: registered nurses; motor manufacturing technicians; wind turbine 
service technicians; flexible app developers; tourism and hospitality professionals; computer programmers; 
artificial intelligence and robotics specialists; and cloud computing specialists. 

Read More on IOL 
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WILL THE DIGITAL                  
REVOLUTION MAKE YOU 

REDUNDANT? 

http://www.iol.co.za/capetimes/business/will-the-digital-revolution-make-you-redundant-9363856
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An incredible find in the 'Living Desert' 
5km east of Swokopmund, Namibia          

where it hasn't rained in five years but       
life is sustained by Altlantic Ocean fog 
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