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BRAZIL’S HEALTHCARE                   
STRATEGY HAS REDUCED                                           
RACIAL INEQUALITY 

Brazil’s efforts to expand access to primary 
health care has led to dramatic reductions 
in health inequalities between racial 
groups, a new study contends. Brazil’s free 
primary healthcare system was launched 
in the 1990s with an emphasis on                      
improving access to poor parts of the  
country. Black and pardo (mixed-
race) populations in particular saw                 
enormous increases in health care                     
coverage according to government               
statistics.   Read More on Humanosphere 
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SOLAR POWER WILL KILL COAL FASTER 
THAN YOU THINK 
Solar power, once so costly it only made economic sense in 
spaceships, is becoming cheap enough that it will push coal and 
even natural-gas plants out of business faster than previously 
forecast. That’s the conclusion of a Bloomberg New Energy 
Finance outlook for how fuel and electricity markets will 
evolve by 2040. The research group estimated solar already 
rivals the cost of new coal power plants in Germany and the 
U.S. and by 2021 will do so in quick-growing markets such as 
China and India. The scenario suggests green energy is taking 
root more quickly than most experts anticipate.                                 
Read More on Bloomberg 

https://planetaryhealthweekly.wordpress.com
http://www.humanosphere.org/human-rights/2017/06/brazils-healthcare-strategy-reduced-racial-inequality-study-says/?utm_source=Humanosphere+Newsletter&utm_campaign=6d4f03b9a7-Humanosphere+Daily+Email+%28MailChimp%29&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_1672381827-6d4f0
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2017-06-15/solar-power-will-kill-coal-sooner-than-you-think?utm_source=CB+Kickstart&utm_campaign=d4773791dd-kickstartdaily&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_34bbc0b261-d4773791dd-105362333
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IN BID TO FIGHT SUPERBUGS, WHO TRIES TO KEEP 
CERTAIN ANTIBIOTICS LARGELY OFF THE TABLE 
In a bid to battle antibiotic resistance, the World Health Organization 
for the first time has classified antibiotics into three categories, 
including one that lists the drugs it hopes will not be used except in 
circumstances of dire need. The section on antibiotics divides these 
critical drugs into three categories. Those that should be go-to drugs for 
common infections are listed as “access” antibiotics. Others for which 
growing resistance is a problem are listed under the category “watch” 
to signal they should not be first or second options. The final category 
is “reserve” — a name that signals that these are drugs that should only 
be used to treat infections for which other options have failed.                    
Read More on Statnews 

PERU’S MINISTER FOR WOMEN DENOUCES 
RISING RATE OF GENDER VIOLENCE  

Peru’s minister for women has denounced the impunity that 
surrounds crimes of gender violence, which she says 
has placed the country among the world’s most dangerous 
places for women. The ministry issued a recent report that 
revealed a 26 percent surge in complaints about gender 
violence in the first four months of this year — a total of 2,415 
— compared with the same period last year. According to 
Romero-Lozada, this figure ranks Peru as third in the world in 
its rate of gender-based violence, only behind Ethiopia and 
Bangladesh, as revealed in 2013 by the World Health 
Organization (WHO). The minister said this number does not 
necessarily mean there are more cases of rape or violence in 
Peru, but that there is a “greater awareness of women.” 

Read More on Humanosphere  

BALD MEN KILLED FOR WITCHCRAFT, 

SAY MOZAMBIQUE POLICE 
Police in Mozambique warned that bald people could be the 
targets of ritual attacks, after the brutal killing of two men 
whose body parts were to be used in witchcraft. The two bald 
men, one of whom was found with his head cut off and organs 
removed, were killed in a part of the country already 
notorious for the persecution of albinos. "Last month, the 
murders of two bald people led to the arrest of two suspects," 
national police spokesman Inacio Dina told a news 
conference in the capital Maputo. "Their motivations come 
from superstition and culture: the local community thinks 
bald individuals are rich," he said.                                        

Read More on The Telegraph 

https://www.statnews.com/2017/06/06/who-antibiotics-breakdown/
http://www.mimp.gob.pe/
http://www.humanosphere.org/human-rights/2017/06/perus-minister-for-women-denounces-rising-rate-of-gender-violence/?utm_source=Humanosphere+Newsletter&utm_campaign=6d4f03b9a7-Humanosphere+Daily+Email+%28MailChimp%29&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_1672381827-6d4f
http://world.einnews.com/article_detail/385457531/AXVNXHROfGCU8YCZ?n=2&code=qrUYEwOhMbVVuTa7


 

THE WOMB IS NO PROTECTION FROM 
TOXIC CHEMICALS 
Until a few decades ago, the popular but falsely reassuring 
belief was that babies in the womb were perfectly protected by 
the placenta and that children were just “little adults,” 
requiring no special protections from environmental threats. 
We now know that a host of chemicals, pollutants and viruses 
readily travel across the placenta from mother to fetus, pre-
polluting or pre-infecting a baby even before birth. Toxic 
chemicals like lead, certain air pollutants, pesticides, synthetic 
chemicals and infectious agents like Zika can derail the 
intricate molecular processes involved in a fetus’s healthy brain 
development. So can physical and social stress experienced by 
the mother.  Read More on NY Times 
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SWEDEN’S NEW CLIMATE LAW COMMITS THE COUNTRY TO 
REACH NET ZERO EMISSIONS BY 2045 

Swedish lawmakers, by an overwhelming majority vote (254 against 
41), have bound the country to reach net-zero greenhouse-gas 
emissions by 2045. Only one out of country’s eight political parties 
didn’t support the Climate Act in parliament, which comes into 
action in January 2018. The law makes Sweden a rare country to 
commit to a goal that is more ambitious than what it agreed to under 
the 2015 Paris climate agreement (which said it would achieve 
carbon neutrality by 2050). Costa Rica, however, committed in the 
Paris accord to reaching zero emissions sooner than Sweden, in 
2021, the only other country with more than a million people to 
have such an ambitious goal. Sweden has already spent decades 
decarbonizing its energy supply. In the 1970s, it started building a 
fleet of nuclear power reactors.  Read More on QZ 

TOP MICHIGAN HEALTH OFFICIAL, FOUR OTHERS 
CHARGED WITH MANSLAUGHTER IN FLINT WATER CRISIS 
The Michigan attorney general’s office recently charged the director of the 
state’s health department and four other public officials with involuntary 
manslaughter for their roles in the Flint water crisis, which has stretched 
into its fourth year. Nick Lyon, director of the Michigan Department of 
Health and Human Services, also faces a felony count of misconduct in office. 
While much of the attention in Flint has focused on the lead-tainted water 
that exposed thousands of young children to potential long-term health 
risks, the crisis also has been linked to an outbreak of Legionnaires’ disease 
that contributed to at least a dozen deaths. Those cases ultimately led to the 
charges for Lyon, as well as for the state’s chief medical executive, Eden 
Wells, who faces charges of obstruction of justice and lying to a police officer 
but is not accused of manslaughter.                                                                                    
Read More on World EIN 

https://www.nytimes.com/2017/06/01/opinion/toxic-chemicals-pregnancy-fetus.html?_r=0
http://www.government.se/press-releases/2017/06/riksdag-passes-historic-climate-policy-framework/
https://qz.com/1007833/swedens-climate-act-legally-commits-the-country-to-reach-net-zero-emissions-by-2045/
https://world.einnews.com/article/387197595/-pyJTuTjOVceQJC0?lcf=ZX9dkeSQfK-5FADPuwjBkQ%3D%3D


 

SPOTLIGHT ON POLICY: 
FIVE BIG IDEAS TO BETTER INTEGRATE 

NATURE INTO CITIES 

One way to integrate nature into cities is by being biophilic. 
Conservationist E. O. Wilson coined the term “biophilia” in 1984 
as “the urge to affiliate with other forms of life”. But if cities are 
the apotheosis of human settlements, too often they crowd out 
those other forms of life. And even when cities are well-
designed for humans, that doesn’t mean they are kind to other 
flora and fauna. “Livability has nothing to do with success as an 
ecological city,” scoffed Australian environmental urbanist Paul 
Downton. Enter the biophilic city, one that creates a home for 
more than just humans.  Read More on Citiscope 
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SPOTLIGHT ON INDIGENOUS HEALTH:            

THE GENOCIDE OF BRAZIL’S INDIANS 

On April 30, a group of ranchers armed with rifles and machetes 
attacked a settlement of about 400 families from the Gamela tribe, 
in the state of Maranha o, in northeastern Brazil. According to the 
Indigenous Missionary Council, an advocacy group, 22 Indians were 
wounded, including three children. Many were shot in the back or 
had their wrists chopped. It was the third reported attack on 
Gamela people in three years and part of a trend of assaults against 
indigenous Brazilians. Every week seems to bring reports of a new 
atrocity committed against indigenous people in some remote part 
of the country. But nothing seems to shock our society anymore. 
Not even when, a few weeks ago, a 1-year-old from the Manchineri 
tribe was shot in the head.  Read More on NY Times 
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5 TAKEAWAYS FROM THE RESEARCH FOR 
DEVELOPMENT IMPACT CONFERENCE 
In Sydney on June 13 and 14, the 2017 Research for Development 
Impact conference hosted a diverse range of development players to 
discuss partnering for impact on sustainable development. 
Collaboration, coordination and solidarity were chief on the mind of 
the attending researchers, NGO workers and government staffers from 
Australia and the region. One takeaway was the impact of global 
nationalism on the work of NGOs. Global nationalism, it was argued, is 
increasingly impacting the security of aid workers. In today’s political 
environment, aid workers are more likely to face attacks and 
imprisonment. Paul Ronalds, CEO of Save the Children Australia, said in 
2014 a total of 96 countries passed laws that increased restrictions on 
civil society.  Read More on Devex 

http://citiscope.org/story/2017/five-big-ideas-better-integrate-nature-cities?utm_source=Citiscope&utm_campaign=6ccbd3375f-Mailchimp_2017_05_05&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_ce992dbfef-6ccbd3375f-118064293
https://mobile.nytimes.com/2017/05/29/opinion/the-genocide-of-brazils-indians.html?em_pos=small&emc=edit_ty_20170530&nl=opinion-today&nl_art=13&nlid=74641512&ref=headline&te=1&referer=
http://www.rdiconference2017.org.au/
http://www.rdiconference2017.org.au/
https://www.devex.com/organizations/save-the-children-australia-22845
https://www.devex.com/news/5-takeaways-from-the-research-for-development-impact-conference-90500
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DATE CONFERENCE LOCATION REGISTER 

June– Sept Aboriginal Conferences Canada http://aboriginalconferences.ca/ 

June  

12-23 

McGill Summer Institute in Infectious Disease and 

Global Health  

Montreal 

Canada 
http://mcgill-idgh.ca/ 

June 

12-16 
Global Health Diagnostics 

Montreal 

Canada 

http://mcgill-idgh.ca/courses/global-health-

diagnostics/ 

June 19 
Building A Meaningful Organisation: Improving 

Accessibility for Children in Nicaragua 

Montreal 

Canada 

https://www.mcgill.ca/spot/global-health/

ghri-forum 

June             

28-30  

6th Conference of the International Society for 

Child Indicators 

Montreal 

Canada 

https://www.mcgill.ca/spot/global-health/

ghri-forum 

July 

25-27 

Pedagogy For The Anthropocene: Re-rooting        

Academic Knowledge in Nature 

Toronto 

Canada 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/

e/1FAIpQLSfofqDbn3qR-

F5XpUO9k_mhfkPp6SOj3w4-

vQsouYH1oVuYnQ/viewform?c=0&w=1 

Oct 

29-31 
Canadian Conference for Global Health 

Montreal 

Canada 
https://www.ccgh-csih.ca/ccgh2015/index 

QUOTE OF THE WEEK 

Somalia has never been a forgiving place. A land of extreme temperatures and 
little rain, the country has faced cyclical droughts and periodic famines 
throughout the past century. But decades of civil war, coupled with the effects of 
climate change, have set the country on a path to environmental disaster.  

 

“With this weather pattern, Somalia or Somalis will not survive,” says Fatima  
Jibrell, a Somali-American environmental activist. “Maybe the land, a piece of 
desert called Somalia, will exist on the map of the world, but Somalis cannot 
survive.” 

Read More on Foreign Policy 

https://instagram.com/planetaryhealthweekly/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Planetary-Health-Weekly/842076405858777?fref=ts
https://twitter.com/planetaryweekly
https://twitter.com/planetaryweekly
https://instagram.com/planetaryhealthweekly/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Planetary-Health-Weekly/842076405858777?fref=ts
http://features.foreignpolicy.com/06-06-2017-somalias-land-is-dying-the-people-will-be-next-climate-change/


 

We’re constantly trying to broaden the way climate change is communicated, and have focused traditionally on 
English-speaking nations where climate skepticism is highest. Countries such as India are becoming 
increasingly crucial to addressing climate change - however campaigns in the Global South have often had to 
rely on communication approaches from the Global North that are not adapted to their countries. 

The Global Narratives project - run jointly by Climate Outreach and Climate Action Network International (CAN-
I) - is a first and very significant step towards redressing the balance. The project offers a new model of 
cooperative design where local partners are trained in our Narrative Workshop methodology, making high 
quality research affordable in low-income countries. 

Because of its critical global importance in the world of climate change, India - which recently 
made headlines following Trump’s decision to withdraw from the Paris Agreement - was chosen to deliver our 
Global Narratives pilot project. Our Communicating climate change in India - A Global Narratives project report 
presents the results of our collaborative research with Climate Action Network South Asia and six of its Indian 
member organisztions. Our research can’t claim to represent the diversity of values and attitudes in this 
exceptionally large country, but it provides good foundations for further work. 

We are looking to expand this approach to other nations, creating more effective campaigns and empowering a 
new set of climate communicators across the globe.  

Read More on Climate Outreach 
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COMMUNICATING                  
CLIMATE CHANGE                      

IN INDIA 

http://records.climateoutreach.org.uk/sites/all/modules/civicrm/extern/url.php?u=5840&qid=450327
http://climateoutreach.org/resources/global-narratives/
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FYI 

Climate change is causing record levels of ice to disappear from the Arctic, and the melt is unearthing 
something that was supposed to stay buried for centuries — an abandoned U.S. nuclear base. Camp Century 
was built in Greenland in 1959 during the peak of the Cold War. The subterranean base held between 85 and 
200 soldiers year-round. The base was built under the pretense that it would be a centre for scientific 
experiments on the icecap and a space to test construction techniques in Arctic conditions. The base was really 
part of "Project Iceworm," a top secret U.S. army program that intended to build a network of missile launch 
sites under the ice sheet. 

The researchers weren't totally off-base with their belief that the site wouldn't melt. The camp was established 
on what's known as the "dry snow zone" of the Greenland ice sheet, where almost no surface melting was 
known to occur at the time. According to NASA's Earth Science Communications Team, geoscientists in the '60s 
believed that the climate could only change on a large timescale, over thousands of years. It wasn't until 1979 
that it was proven that increased carbon dioxide in the atmosphere would result in significant negative changes 
to the earth's climate. If the ice melts at Camp Century, it will release an abundance of PCBs as well as other 
physical, chemical, biological and radiological wastes (including thousands of barrels of diesel) that could 
eventually be swept to Canada through the same Arctic currents that bring spectacular icebergs to 
Newfoundland's coast every year. 

Read More on Huffington Post 

CLIMATE CHANGE COULD                      
UNCOVER AN                     

ABANDONED ARCTIC   
NUCLEAR BASE 

https://climate.nasa.gov/nasa_science/history/
http://www.huffingtonpost.ca/2017/04/20/iceberg-alley-canada_n_16132100.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.ca/2017/05/23/climate-change-arctic_n_16792324.html?utm_campaign=canada_newsletter


 

FYI 

Numerous studies have raised critical concerns about the promise of corn ethanol's ability to mitigate climate 
change and reduce dependence on fossil fuels. Some of the studies have suggested that after a full life cycle 
assessment - meaning an analysis of environmental impact throughout all stages of a product's life - biofuels like 
corn ethanol may not offer any greenhouse gas emissions reductions relative to petroleum fuels. The Royal 
Society of Chemistry journal Energy and Environmental Science recently published research by a team from the 
University of Pittsburgh and the University of Oklahoma investigating the full life cycle impact of one promising 
"second-generation biofuel" produced from short-rotation oak. The study found that second-generation biofuels 
made from managed trees and perennial grasses may provide a sustainable fuel resource. 

The U.S. Energy Independence and Security Act of 2007 states that cellulosic biofuels, like the ones used in the 
study, must outperform the greenhouse gas emissions of fossil fuels by reducing relative emissions by 60 
percent to receive economic incentives from the government. 

The study surpassed minimum requirements and showed an 80 percent reduction in greenhouse gas emissions 
relative to baseline petroleum diesel. Additionally, there was a 40 percent reduction in hydrogen consumption 
relative to a single-stage pyrolysis system. 

Read More on Biofuel 
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A FULL LIFE CYCLE ASSESSMENT 
OF SECOND                                        

GENERATION BIOFUELS 

http://www.biofueldaily.com/reports/A_full_life_cycle_assessment_of_second_generation_biofuels_999.html
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The UN’s World Heritage Committee has once again demanded that the Canadian government conduct a proper 
assessment of the downstream impacts of British Columbia’s controversial Site C dam in Wood Buffalo National 
Park. In addition, the committee has asked the Trudeau government to immediately implement 
recommendations to protect the park, home of the Peace-Athabasca delta — the largest inland freshwater delta 
in North America — from industrial development, including nearby oil sand mining projects. 

The Mikisew Cree, which originally petitioned UNESCO to investigate growing threats to the park in 2016, 
support the recommendations of the committee. Like many First Nations in northern Alberta, the Mikisew Cree 
have opposed the Site C dam because of the environmental impacts of previous dams built by BC Hydro on the 
Peace River, which feeds the Athabasca and the Delta. Last October, UNESCO released a report warning that if 
the federal government continued to avoid its environmental responsibilities, Wood Buffalo National Park 
could soon be listed as a “world heritage site in danger” due to threats posed by energy development and 
nearby hydro dams. 

It also asked the government to immediately conduct an “environmental and social impact assessment of the 
Site C project,” which threatens to alter the flow of water through the Peace Athabasca Delta in the heart of the 
4.5-million-hectare park, located north of the tar sands. A 2014 federal environmental assessment of Site C 
didn’t examine impacts on the delta because the project’s proponent, BC Hydro, said there would be “no 
detectable” effects. The federal panel restated BC Hydro’s position “without providing a conceivable technical 
rationale for this conclusion,” said the UNESCO report. 

Read More on Tyee 

UNESCO RENEWS CALL FOR                
SITE C REVIEW TO PROTECT               

NATIONAL PARK IN                          

BRITISH COLUMBIA 

https://thetyee.ca/News/2017/03/13/UN-Calls-for-Site-C-Review/
https://www.ceaa-acee.gc.ca/050/documents/p63919/99173E.pdf
https://thetyee.ca/News/2017/06/06/UN-Site-C-Call/?utm_source=weekly&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=120617


 

FYI 

Canada is a big, beautiful, and glorious country that has a lot of cute animals. This 
map, using data from Environmental Canada and Canadian Geographic, shows which 
animals populate each province and territory (and that those Canadian wildlife 
stereotypes are actually true). The different maps show a range of things from where 
the best places in Canada to see the Northern lights to the most popular language 
spoken in each province and territory that isn’t English nor French.  

Read More on Buzzfeed  

June 21, 2017 

15 INTERESTING MAPS 
THAT WILL CHANGE THE 
WAY YOU SEE CANADA 
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https://www.buzzfeed.com/sarahaspler/maps-that-will-change-the-way-you-see-canada?utm_term=.cje2RnROA#.aca3LdL6X
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For nearly two decades, Finland has enjoyed a reputation for having one of the world's best education systems. 
Its 15 year olds regularly score amongst the highest in the global Pisa league tables for reading, maths and 
science. Its ability to produce high academic results in children who do not start formal schooling until the age 
of seven, have short school days, long holidays, relatively little homework and no exams, has long fascinated 
education experts around the world. 

Despite this, Finland is shaking up the way it is doing things - a move that it says is vital in a digital age where 
children are no longer reliant on books and the classroom to gain knowledge. 

In August 2016 it became compulsory for every Finnish school to teach in a more collaborative way; to allow 
students to choose a topic relevant to them and base subjects around it. Making innovative use of technology 
and sources outside the school, such as experts and museums, is a key part of it. 

The aim of this way of teaching - known as project- or phenomenon-based learning (PBL) - is to equip children 
with skills necessary to flourish in the 21st Century, says Kirsti Lonka, a professor of educational psychology at 
Helsinki University. Among the skills she singles out are critical thinking to identify fake news and avoid cyber-
bullying, and the technical ability to install anti-virus software and link up to a printer.  

"Traditionally, learning has been defined as a list of subject matters and facts you need to acquire - such as 
arithmetic and grammar - with some decoration, like citizenship, built in around it," Ms Lonka says. 

Read More on BBC News 
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COULD SUBJECTS SOON 
BE A THING OF THE PAST 

IN FINLAND? 

http://www.compareyourcountry.org/pisa/country/fin
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-39889523
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