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REVITALIZING HEALTH FOR ALL
Revitalizing Health for All examines thirteen
cases of efforts to implement Comprehensive
Public Health Care (CPHC) reforms from around
the globe including Australia, Brazil, Democratic
Republic of Congo, Iran, South Africa, and more.
The findings presented in this volume originate
from an international action-research set of
studies that utilized triads of senior and junior
researchers and knowledge users from each
country’s public health system. Primary health
care reform is an important policy discourse
both at the national level in these countries and
in the global conversations.
Read More on Google Books
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NORTH SEA WARMING TWICE AS FAST AS
WORLD’S OCEANS
The average temperature of the North Sea has risen twice as fast
as the oceans of the world. The changes are likely to alter the
ecosystem and endanger indigenous fish such as cod. Climate
change has caused the North Sea's temperature to increase as
fast as that of the world's oceans, according to Germany's
Environment Ministry. The data is based on assessments up
until 2010 from the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change
and the Alfred Wegener Institutes.
Read More on World EIN News
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A DISASTER IN THE MAKING: PAKISTAN’S
POPULATION SURGES TO 207.7 MILLION
For years, Pakistan’s soaring population growth has been evident in
increasingly crowded schools, clinics and poor communities across
this vast, Muslim-majority nation. But until two weeks ago, no one
knew just how serious the problem was. Now they do. Preliminary
results from a new national census — the first conducted since 1998
— show that the population has grown by 57 percent since then,
reaching 207.7 million and making Pakistan the world’s fifth-mostpopulous country, surpassing Brazil and ranking behind China, India,
the United States and Indonesia. The annual birthrate, while
gradually declining, is still alarmingly high. At 22 births per 1,000
people, it is on a par with Bolivia and Haiti, and among the highest
outside Africa. Read More on Washington Post

BURDEN OF CANCER IN THE EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN
REGION, 2005: 2015
An estimate was made of the incidence, mortality, and disabilityadjusted life years (DALYs) caused by cancer in the Eastern
Mediterranean Region (EMR) between 2005 and 2015. The vital
registration system and cancer registry data from the EMR region
were analyzed for 29 cancer groups in 22 EMR countries using the
Global Burden of Disease Study 2015 methodology. In 2015, cancer
was responsible for 9.4% of all deaths and 5.1% of all DALYs. It
accounted for 722,646 new cases, 379,093 deaths, and 11.7 million
DALYs. Between 2005 and 2015, incident cases increased by 46%,
deaths by 33%, and DALYs by 31%. The increase in cancer
incidence was largely driven by population growth and population
aging. Read More on ResearchGate

IRISH HEALTH MINISTER HARRIS CONDEMNS
ANTI-VACCINE MYTH
Anti-vaccine campaigners should “butt out” of healthcare, Simon
Harris has said in a strongly worded criticism of the groups blamed
for a misinformation campaign against the HPV jab. The health
minister has renewed his push for girls to receive the vaccination
after the Irish Cancer Society estimated that about 15,000
vaccinations against human papillomavirus (HPV) were refused last
year. The figure equates to a 50 per cent uptake among all girls
eligible to receive the vaccine and the charity has estimated that this
will result in a minimum of 40 deaths. HPV is a sexually transmitted
infection. Certain strains can lead to cervical cancer and others can
cause genital warts. Gardasil, the vaccine used in Ireland, protects
against both. Read More on The Times
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HURRICANES: A PERFECT STORM OF CHANCE AND
CLIMATE CHANGE
The succession of intense and deadly tropical cyclones that have
barrelled across the Atlantic in recent weeks have left many people
wondering if a threshold of some sort has been crossed. Is this chain of
hurricanes evidence of some significant new frontier in our changing
climate? The answer is mostly no, but with worrying undertones of
yes. The first thing to note about this season is that it shows the power
of science and weather forecasting. What has happened this year is
that a number of natural variable factors have come together and
helped boost the number and power of these cyclones. In the
background, climate change has loaded the dice.
Read More on BBC

THE SHRINKING GLACIERS AT GLACIER
NATIONAL PARK
In 1850 there were an estimated 150 glaciers clustered in the
northwestern part of Montana stretching into southern Canada.
To say that Glacier National Park is majestic is not an
overstatement; it’s replete with jewel-toned wildflowers, azure
lakes, plunging vistas of glaciers and mountains, and Montana’s
famous “Big Sky.” Today, the park continues to grace visitors
with breath-taking natural wonders and wildlife. However, only
26 shrinking glaciers remain, and these are expected to be
completely gone by approximately 2030 –a mere 13 years from
now. The park’s Superintendent Jeff Mow and Dan Fagre, one of
its resident climate specialists employed by the U.S. Geological
Survey, were ordered by the Trump administration to abandon
their plans to attend a park tour with Mark Zuckerberg, CEO of
Facebook, who was visiting the park. Read More on Sierra

SHIP EXHAUST MAKES OCEANIC
THUNDERSTORMS MORE INTENSE
A new study mapping lightning around the globe finds lightning
strokes occur nearly twice as often directly above heavilytrafficked shipping lanes in the Indian Ocean and the South China
Sea than they do in areas of the ocean adjacent to shipping lanes
that have similar climates. The difference in lightning activity can't
be explained by changes in the weather, according to the study's
authors, who conclude that aerosol particles emitted in ship
exhaust are changing how storm clouds form over the ocean. The
new study is the first to show ship exhaust can alter thunderstorm
intensity. The researchers conclude that particles from ship
exhaust make cloud droplets smaller, lifting them higher in the
atmosphere. Read More on Science Daily
PAGE | 3

PLANETARY HEALTH WEEKLY
PORTUGAL FACES DIRE DROUGHT, THE WORST IN MORE
THAN 20 YEARS
Portugal’s Pego do Altar reservoir looks like disused quarry now, its bare,
exposed slopes rising up steeply on each side and shimmering in the sun
as it holds barely 11 percent of the water it was designed for. The huge
lake where people used to swim, boat and fish has shrunk to a slither of
water, surrounded by baked, cracked earth and a handful of white fish
carcasses. It is a desolate and disturbing sight — and one that has become
increasingly common in southern Portugal. Water has sporadically been
scarce in this part of southern Europe for centuries. But Portuguese
Environment Secretary Carlos Martins tells The Associated Press that “it
has gotten worse with climate change.” The prolonged dry spell is most
acute in the Alentejo region, south and east of Lisbon, the capital.
Read More on AP News

SPOTLIGHT ON POLICY: ETHIOPIA FACES WORST
DROUGHT IN YEARS AS MILLIONS AT RISK
Men, women and children in this remote region of Ethiopia scramble
to receive food aid and feed their rail-thin cattle as a huge cloud of
dust rises into a sky that hasn’t delivered enough rain for the past
three years. The mass feeding program, managed by aid groups in
this sun-scorched district, is the last attempt to save the lives of
humans and animals until the rains hopefully materialize in midSeptember. More than eight million people in drought-hit
southeastern and southern Ethiopia are in need of emergency food
assistance, officials said as the heads of the World Food Program,
Food and Agriculture Organization and International Fund for
Agricultural Development made a rare joint visit over the weekend.
Read More on AP News

SPOTLIGHT ON INDIGENOUS HEALTH:
NEW BOOK: DETERMINANTS OF INDIGENOUS PEOPLE’S HEALTH IN
CANADA: BEYOND THE SOCIAL
A first of its kind in Canada, this collection broadens the ways
Indigenous peoples’ health is understood, harnessing new ideas and
new voices that challenge theorizations about health inequities as
being purely socially determined. Highlighting the voices and
expertise of First Nations, Inuit, and Metis writers from across the
country, this textbook encompasses diverse issues such as
colonialism, gender, culture, early childhood development, the
environment, geography, HIV/AIDS, medicine, and policy. The book
is a great resource for students in courses across all disciplines.
Read more on Canadian Scholars
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WEEKLYBULLETIN
QUOTE OF THE WEEK
“There can now longer be any denial that, as Theresa May puts it, the
greatest scourge affecting humanity right now is modern slavery.”
Andrew Forrest, Walk Free Chairman (September 19, 2017)
Read More on Independent

EVENTSTABLE
DATE
Sept
29
Sept
30
Oct
11-14
Oct
12
Oct
12
Oct
19-22
Oct
29-31
Nov
13-17
Nov
23-24

CONFERENCE

LOCATION

Governance of Pharmaceuticals Policy Workshop

The 6th Annual uOttawa Global Health Conference
The 48th Union World Conference on Lung Health: Accelerating Toward Elimination

Reframing Risk and Accountability for Action to Zero TB
Planet In Focus Environmental Film Festival

Canada
Guadalajara
Mexico
USA
Guadalajara
Mexico
Toronto
Montreal

4th Global Forum on Human Resources for Health: Building the HealthWorkforce of the Future

@PlanetaryHealthWeeky

Ottawa

Canada

Canadian Conference for Global Health

@PlanetaryWeeky

Canada

Stanford

Women Leaders in Global Health Conference

CATIE (on HIV & Hep C) Forum 2017

Toronto

Canada
Dublin
Ireland
Toronto
Canada
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REGISTER
http://www.sussex.ac.uk/globalhealthpolicy/
events/workshops/
pharmaceuticalsandglobalhealth/workshopformat
http://www.aghnconference.com/
http://guadalajara.worldlunghealth.org/about-us/
welcome
https://www.wlghconference.org/
http://globalhealth.org/event/reframing-risk-andaccountability-for-action/
Htttp://planetinfocus.org/
https://www.ccgh-csih.ca/ccgh2015/index
http://hrhforum2017.ie/
http://www.catie.ca/en/forum2017#program
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UNEP POVERTY– ENVIRONMENT
INITIATIVE 2016 ANNUAL REPORT:
‘BLOSSOM TIME’

The UN Development Programme (UNDP) – UN Environment (UNEP) Poverty-Environment Initiative has
published its 2016 Annual Report titled, ‘Blossom Time.’ The publication outlines the Initiative’s achievements
across the sustainable development spectrum, and gives a preview of a five-year global programme titled,
‘Poverty-Environment Action for Sustainable Development Goals,’ which will be launched in January 2018.
According to the report, in 2016, the Poverty-Environment Initiative supported 23 countries in Africa, Europe,
Latin America and the Caribbean, and Asia and the Pacific. It highlights the work of the joint Global Programme
to improve climate resilience of the poorest and to effectively implement pro-poor environmental practices,
along with a just transition to an inclusive green economy.
The report also presents “the kernel of a more effective means to achieving the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development.” The showcased initiatives include: Bhutan advancing Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) 13
(climate action) through instilling poverty-environment, and gender and climate objectives countrywide;
Malawi contributing to SDG 15 (life on land) by enhancing policy coherence and sustainability in natural
resources; Peru furthering implementation of SDG 6 (clean water and sanitation) by adopting a national solid
waste management plan with key poverty-environment objectives; and Tajikistan promoting SDG 5 (gender
equality) by integrating environmental sustainability and gender.
Read More on UNDP
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IRMA MAY FORCE FLORIDA
INSURERS TO TURN TO DEEPER
POCKETS

With Hurricane Irma’s destructive force having pushed north, Floridians are beginning to check
on what has become of their homes. They may also want to check on their insurers.
The big national carriers like State Farm and Allstate cut back on writing homeowners’
insurance policies in Florida years ago, citing catastrophic risks and unhelpful state regulators.
Those reductions left a vacuum that was filled, initially, with a state-owned insurer, Citizens
Property Insurance. Eventually, the state offered incentives to coax some brave new insurers
into the market.
As a result, all that stands between many Florida homeowners and potential ruin is one stateowned insurer and dozens of relatively little-known companies that do most — or all — of their
business in the state. They all have the benefit of the Florida Hurricane Catastrophe Fund,
which, with no major storms in the past 12 years, has $17 billion at the ready — a sum that may
not be nearly enough.
Read More on NY Times
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MARGARET ATWOOD: PLASTICS
ARE POISONING US, WE NEED
CHANGE NOW

Margaret Atwood, the famous Canadian writer, talks about why we need to change our plastic consumption
now.
Once upon a time, not so long ago – within my own lifetime, or just before its inception – there was hardly any
plastic. There was only Bakelite, used to make decorative dessert-fork handles and chunky art deco jewellery.
Cheap toys were made of tin. Garbage was rolled up in newspaper and tied with string, because there were no
plastic bin-bags. There were no exercise balls. Rubber gloves were made of rubber.
But then came the marvellous multiplastic world of the 1950s that has been with us ever since. Look around
your life: your trash-disposal stratagems, your bottled water containers, your hummus tubs and snap-top salad
boxes, your computer keyboard keys, your grocery bags, just for a few obvious examples. Where would you be
without plastic? What could take its place?
Thus the absolute need for the Plastics Reformation. What should be done? First, organic and biodegradable
substitutes must be found to perform the chores now done by plastics. Moulded and baked fungus, textiles made
of milkweed, silicone food storage bags? All exist. Second, we need to invent methods to filter plastics out of
seawater, collect them before they ever hit the ocean. Third, we then need to break them down into their
component parts, rendering them harmless.
Read More on The Guardian
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SOWING SEEDS TO
ACTUALIZE WOMEN’S RIGHTS
TO RESPECTFUL MATERNITY CARE:
REFLECTIONS ON IMPLEMENTATION
RESEARCH IN KENYA

Despite years of growing concern about poor provider attitudes and women experiencing mistreatment during
facility based childbirth, there are limited interventions that specifically focus on addressing these issues. The
Heshima project is an evidence-based participatory implementation research study conducted in 13 facilities in
Kenya. It engaged a range of community, facility, and policy stakeholders to address the causes of mistreatment
during childbirth and promote respectful maternity care.

The implementation process, intervention characteristics, individual champions, and inner and outer settings
influenced both Heshima’s successes and challenges at policy, facility, and community levels. Implementation
success stemmed from readiness for change at multiple levels, constant communication between stakeholders,
and perceived importance to communities. The relative advantage and adequacy of implementation of the
Respectful Maternity Care (RMC) resource package was meaningful within Kenyan politics and health policy,
given the timing and national promise to improve the quality of maternity care.
We found the Consolidated Framework for Implementation Research (CFIR) lens a promising and flexible one
for understanding the complex interventions. Despite the relatively nascent stage of RMC implementation
research, we feel this study is an important start to understanding a range of interventions that can begin to
address issues of mistreatment in maternity care; replication of these activities is needed globally to better
understand if the Heshima implementation process can be successful in different countries and regions.

Read More on BMC
June 15, 2017
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CUMMINS ELECTRIC SEMI TRICK:
TRADITIONAL MAKER TAKES ON TESLA
& CHANJE ELECTRIC DELIVERY TRUCK
FROM CHINA TO GO ON SALE THIS
YEAR

The well-established Cummins company chose an appropriate time to reveal its all-electric semi
tractor concept: just before Tesla prepares to reveal its own electric semi next month. The
traditional diesel-engine maker debuted its Urban Hauler Tractor, a Class 7 semi truck with a
44,000-pound payload. Notably, the company called the semi truck a concept that previews a
production truck Cummins believes could arrive at the end of this decade. Cummins was keen to
keep the electric-semi truck as aerodynamic as possible, which led to deletion of the radiator
grille, cameras for side mirrors, and a completely sealed underbody. The diesel-engine maker is
also experimenting with regenerative braking and solar panels as possible ways to extend the
electric semi's range. The conceptual truck will largely be used as an educational project for
Cummins, which says advances in electric vehicles are occurring rapidly.
Read More on GreenCarReports
A new electric-vehicle company called Chanje isn't focused on cars; instead, has set its sights on
what it believes is a prime market for electric vehicles. That market is medium-duty delivery
trucks, of which there are 7 million in the United States. About 500,000 new commercial-delivery
trucks are sold each year. Chanje's electric truck, its sole U.S. product, is built from the ground up
and differs from those created by companies that rely on retrofitting current commercial trucks.
The Chanje electric delivery van is also going on sale next month. And Ryder, the commercial fleet
management company, said earlier this month it has partnered with Chanje to become its
exclusive sales-channel partner.
Read More on GreenCarReports
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LEARNING OUTCOMES THAT HELP
STUDENTS TRANSLATE CLASSROOM
LEARNING INTO LIFE TOOLS

Cathy N. Davidson writes about how a poor job is done in helping students translate specific
content or knowledge gained in classrooms to help them thrive in life. You don’t need to go very
deep in the pedagogical research to know that the key to successful learning is for the learner to
be aware of what the given knowledge will add to their goals and their life. As professors,
departments and institutions, we tend to do a poor job connecting the lofty language of our
“mission statements” to our actual practices: what we require, how we organize knowledge,
how we facilitate learning and what we hope our students will gain from what they learn-- not
just as job preparation (a shortsighted goal in a changing world) but also as preparation for a
complex world where nothing is stable. We do a poor job helping students translate the specific
content or knowledge gained in our classrooms into a tool (informational, conceptual,
methodological, epistemological or affective) that will help them thrive in life. If higher
education doesn’t do that -- if it isn’t geared to helping students succeed beyond the final exam
and after graduation -- then why bother?
Read More on Higher Ed
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Frontline Community Health Workers (Relais Communautaire)
From Dogondoutchi District
Discussing Research Results on the Use of Smartphones
World Vision National Office, Niamey, Niger
September 26, 2017

This Newsletter is FREE.
Planetary Health Weekly is an e-newsletter published in collaboration with the
Planetary Health Commission at Ryerson University in Toronto, Canada.
To Subscribe/Unsubscribe: https://planetaryhealthweekly.com

CONTACTUS
@PlanetaryWeekly

planetaryhealthweekly@gmail.com

@PlanetaryHealthWeekly

Planetary Health Weekly

Publisher and Editor: Dr. David Zakus
dzakus@ryerson.ca
Discover planetaryhealth.ca

Production: Abinethaa Paramasivam &
Angeline Sahayanathan

Programs designed to transcend
disciplinary boundaries to find lasting
solutions to social issues.
Child & Youth Care
Disability Studies
Early Childhood Studies
Midwifery
Nursing
Nutrition
Occupational & Public Health
Social Work
Urban & Regional Planning
350 Victoria St.
Toronto, ON
M5B 2K3

