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Emerging Epidemic of Multidrug Resistant TB
’Threatens Decades of Progress’
An emerging epidemic of multidrug-resistant (MDR) and extensively
drug-resistant (XDR) tuberculosis threatens to derail decades of progress
unless countries quickly provide the political will and funding for a
multipronged offensive against the disease. Roughly one in five cases are now
resistant to at least one major anti-TB drug. About 5 percent of all cases are
considered “multidrug-resistant” to two vital first-line drugs, isoniazid and
rifampicin, or “extensively drug resistant”. Drug resistant strains
are especially deadly, with a mortality rate around 40 percent for MDR
tuberculosis and 60 percent for XDR tuberculosis. Unsurprisingly, the
heaviest burden is carried by communities which already face socioeconomic challenges: migrants, refugees, prisoners, ethnic minorities, miners
and others working and living in risk prone settings, and marginalized
women, children and older people. Thankfully, a few new anti-TB drugs have
been developed for the first time in about four decades.

Read More on Humanosphere
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Reports that the Great Barrier Reef is dying come ever more frequently,
ever more urgent. There is no mystery about the reason, it’s global
warming, caused by the fossil fuels we burn. If we stopped heating the
oceans, parts of the great reef off Australia’s north coast and other
spectacular coral reefs around the world could still recover. The
alternative is to weep at the loss of one of the most spectacular sights on
earth. The death of coral reefs is a tragedy on many levels. There is the
sheer beauty of the forests of brightly coloured corals and the equally
kaleidoscopic fish they harbor, a panorama that attracts hundreds of
thousands of visitors. To the scientists, there is no mystery as to what
needs to be done. Decades ago they warned that with global warming,
coral reefs would not be able to survive natural temperature spikes, like
the one brought on by El Nino. Aerial surveys of the Great Barrier Reef
showed that extensive patches of reef may be beyond saving. These
surveys brought the researches to tears.
Read More on New York Times
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A Deadly Disease is Spreading Across Europe. Could
the U.S. Be Next?
Seventeen people have died from a highly infectious disease in Romania in the last
year and a half, in one of the largest outbreaks of this disease last fifty years. 3,446 cases
have been reported. The disease is measles. According to the European Centre for Disease
Prevention and Control, the outbreak is highly likely to be exported to other European
countries. And from there, possibly, overseas to the USA and elsewhere. To prevent
endemic measles from turning into an outbreak, or an epidemic, 95% of the population
must be fully vaccinated against the virus. in Romania, like the US, people seem to fear
vaccines. Large numbers of parents refuse vaccinations. In Romania, this seems to be
due to an unspecified fear of toxins and foreign drug companies. In the US, many
parents believe that vaccines cause autism. Immunization and childhood vaccines
have been the core of improving global public health. They’re key to child survival in
countries at all income levels. Right now, their power is being eroded by an image
problem. It’s easy to characterize vaccine denialists as a few misguided parents, but
their numbers are growing.

Read More on UN Dispatch

Rural Women Lead Fight Against Infant Mortality in
DR Congo
It is a rare success in a country that has one of the highest infant
mortality rates in the world, with 104 deaths per 1,000 live births,
according to the Congolese Demographic Health Survey. Five years ago it
was 146 deaths per 1,000 live births. Women living within central
Kongo’s health zone travel 1.9 miles at most to reach health services that
have been bolstered by a host of newly trained community health
workers many of them women. The clinic is part of a joint initiative
between the Congolese government and the U.N. children’s agency
UNICEF to tackle a lack of medical facilities and well-trained health
professionals as well as the high cost of health care. The project aims to
provide all pregnant women and mothers of children under the age of
five with free health kits containing mosquito nets and basic medication
to treat children for diarrhea, fever and malnutrition.
Read More on Humanosphere

The Rapist’s Loophole: Marriage
Today, some legal systems still enshrine violence against women by keeping rape
within the context of marriage impossible to prosecute. Countries permit marital
rape, or offer rapists an avenue to avoid punishment and prosecution by marrying
their victims. Also, a few countries have expressly criminalized marital rape. Even
the United States did not acknowledge domestic violence as a federal crime until
1994, when Congress passed the Violence Against Women Act. Russia recently
decriminalized domestic abuse, and the Council of Islamic Ideology, a constitutional
body that advises the Pakistani legislature on whether laws adhere to Islam’s
teachings, recently said husbands should be allowed to “lightly beat” their wives. At
least 10 countries have changed their laws to provide a stronger defense against
rape. In many countries, advocates and legislators who try to tackle these problems
face a deeply rooted patriarchy.

Read More on Foreign Policy
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Get Smart or Decline: The Stark Choice For Emerging
Cities in Latin America
Latin American cities face serious challenges that could either condemn
them to an irreversible downturn or open opportunities to reinvent
themselves. Smarter government requires leveraging data, people and
processes. Rio de Janeiro, a city accustomed to hosting global gatherings,
established a high tech operating center in 2011 to monitor both routine
and unforeseen events. The first step involves taking a big picture
approach. City planners need to conduct a comprehensive diagnosis of
the main challenges they face, including costs and benefits and the
institutional hurdles they must overcome to solve them. Municipal
governments typically work in silos. Many cities have set up “civic
innovation labs” where entrepreneurs, researchers, civic activists and
government officials can collaborate on improving their cities.
Read More on Devex

Are Businesses Really Cutting Deforestation From Their
Supply Chains
More companies are making commitments to limit their supply chains’ adverse
effects on the world’s forests, but a new report by a watchdog group found
many still fail to act on their pledges and that one in three companies has at
least one “dormant” commitment. With forest loss estimated to be responsible
for 15 percent of global greenhouse gas emissions, and commercial agriculture
the driver of at least two-thirds of tropical deforestation, companies are feeling
pressure to limit their exposure to deforestation linked commodities, notably
palm, timber and pulp, soy, and cattle. A growing number of firms are making
voluntary commitments to delink their supply chains from forest-related
activities by 2020 and 2030 through the Consumer Goods Forum and New
York Declaration on Forests, which pledged to cut natural forest loss in half by
2020 and end it completely by 2030. But progress is slow and the majority of
companies still have weak, incomplete policies dedicated to the issue, or no
policy at all.
Read More on Devex

Liquid Hydrogen May Be Way Forward For Sustainable Air
Travel
Professor Hermans from Leiden University's famous Huygen's Laboratory
acknowledges that oil-based liquid fuels such as gasoline, diesel and kerosene
will be hard to beat when it comes to how much energy they pack in relation to
their volume and weight. The author of popular books such as Physics is Fun
(2012) and Energy Survival Guide (2011) acknowledges that achieving
sustainable transport in the post-fossil fuel era will be a huge challenge but finds
that liquid hydrogen could offer a potential solution for future air travel. Given
the severe weight limitations for fuel in aircraft, liquid hydrogen may be a viable
alternative in the long run," he argues,
Read More on Science Daily
PAGE | 4
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Slaves
More than 15 million men, women and children are the victims of the
transatlantic slave trade, one of the darkest chapters in human history.
Slavery is, nevertheless, far from being just a chapter of the past. It still
there, with an estimated 21 million victims of forced labour and extreme
exploitation around the world, nearly the equivalent to he combined
population of Scandinavian countries. According to the UN report 2016
Global Report on Trafficking In Persons, victims of trafficking are found in
106 of 193 countries. Many of these are in conflict areas, where the crimes
are not prosecuted. Women and children are among the main victims. The
legacy of slavery resounds down the ages, and the world has yet to
overcome racism. While some forms of slavery may have been abolished,
others have emerged to blight the world, including human trafficking and
forced and bonded labour.
Read More on Inter Press Service

SPOTLIGHT ON POLICY:
Countries to Kick Off Talks On Global Nuclear Weapons Ban
Some 123 UN members announced that they would launch the UN
conference to negotiate a legally binding nuclear ban treaty, even as most
of the world's declared and undeclared nuclear powers voted against the
talks. The countries leading the effort include Austria, Ireland, Mexico,
Brazil, South Africa and Sweden. Hundreds of NGOs back their efforts.
They say the threat of nuclear disaster is growing thanks to mounting
tensions fanned by North Korea's nuclear weapons program and an
unpredictable new administration in Washington. President Donald
Trump threatened a nuclear arms race in a tweet shortly before he took
office in January, saying "we will outmatch them at every pass and outlast
them all."
Read More on Pulse

SPOTLIGHT ON INDIGENOUS HEALTH:
Two-Eyed Seeing: Aboriginal Health Initiative Links Innu and Western
Medicine
Grade 6 to 12 students in the Innu community and postsecondary students
from Memorial University of Newfoundland, Dalhousie University, and the
Northern Ontario School of Medicine took part in a program that encouraged
the two groups to teach one another about medicine. Titled Seeing Beyond
Good Medicines, the program included postsecondary students from the
Innu communities, together with Innu elders, healers, youth who shared
their knowledge of healing practices with the students. “The medical
students were able to meet and ask elders questions about Innu medicine”
said Kanani Davis, an educator and Innu consultant with the Sheshatshiu
Innu First Nation Health Department. Davis also noted the benefits of Innu
youth having the opportunity to try out different health professions: “they
need to see themselves in this field and there’s no better way to do this than
to experience it first hand.”

Read More on Gazette
April 20, 2017
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WEEKLYBULLETIN
QUOTE OF THE WEEK
Senior author Dr. Emmanuela Gakidou commenting on a new study from the Institute of Health Metrics
and Evaluation (Seattle) and the 933 million smokers in 2015. There is much more that needs to be
done, she said.
“There is a widespread notion that the war on tobacco has been won but I think our evidence shows
that we need renewed and sustained efforts because the toll of smoking in 2015 is much larger than
most people would think, so we absolutely have a lot more to do. We need new and improved
strategies to do it and a lot of effort and political will.”
Writing in a linked comment, Professor John Britton from the University of Nottingham said:
“Responsibility for this global health disaster lies mainly with the transnational tobacco
companies, which clearly hold the value of humanity.” British American Tobacco,
for instance, sold 665 billion cigarettes in 2015 and made a 5.2 billion profit in pounds.
Read More on The Guardian
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IN THE LAND OF 6000 RIVERS,
A CONTAMINATION CRISIS:
NEPAL’S WATER NIGHTMARE

Every day, Daya Laxmi lugs home pots of water from a nearby well for her daily necessities. The
water is contaminated with the E Coli (Escherichia coli) bacteria but she still uses it to wash and
cook food for her children. The water is so dirty that after Madam Laxmi washes her rice, the
grains sometimes turn black. The E Coli bacteria can cause severe diarrhoea, kidney failure and
even death, but this mother of two has little choice. The family is living in a temporary government camp after the April 2015 Gorkha earthquake destroyed her village and killed nearly 9,000
people in Nepal.
About 30 other destitute families like hers depend on contaminated water from the well. Ironically, they are living in one of the most water-abundant countries in the world where fresh water
flows down the mountains, into thousands of rivers, lakes and springs.

But Nepal is suffering from a water crisis - partly due to the uncontrolled discharge of industry,
domestic waste and untreated sewage into its rivers and lakes. This situation worsened after the
earthquake destroyed water systems and networks, leaving many with little access to clean, safe
drinking water, as investigative program
Get Real found out.
Read More on Channel News Asia
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HOW AFRICAN FEMINISM
CHANGED THE WORLD

For decades, African activists have rejected the notion that one can subsume all feminist agendas under a
Western one. As far back as the 1976 international conference on Women and Development at Wellesley
College, Egyptian novelist Nawal El-Saadawi and Moroccan sociologist Fatema Mernissi challenged efforts by
Western feminists to define global feminism. In the drafting of the 1979 Convention on the Elimination of
Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW), the All African Women’s Conference was one of six organisations and
the only regional body involved. in the North.
African women have also been influencing national gender policies for over half a century. In 1960, for
example, Mail’s Jacqueline Ki-zerbo had already developed the idea of considering the gender impacts of
policies. It was only decades later that this idea, now commonly known as “gender mainstreaming”, gained
international currency, particularly in national budgetary processes. In key UN conferences, African women
activists have been visible from the outset. Egypt’s Aida Gindy held the first international meeting on Women in
Economic Development in 1972. The Kenya Women’s Group helped organise the 1985 UN Conference on
Women in which African women brought issues of apartheid and national liberation to the fore. And Egypt’s
Aziza Husayn helped organise the 1994 Cairo International Conference on Population and Development, which
shifted the debate around population control away from a traditional family planning emphasis on quotas and
targets to one focused on women’s rights and health.
Women in Africa have also set new standards for women’s political leadership globally. The likes of Guinea’s
Jeanne Martin Cisse, Liberia’s Angie Brooks and Tanzania’s Anna Tibaijuka and Asha-Rose Migiro have all held
top positions at the UN. Meanwhile at a national level, many African countries have made important gains in
women’s representation. Rwandan women today hold 62% of the country’s legislative seats, the highest in the
world. In Senegal, South Africa, Namibia, and Mozambique, more than 40% of parliamentary seats are held by
women. There are female speakers of the house in one fifth of African parliaments, higher than the world
average of 14%.
Read More on African Arguments
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Q&A WITH THE DIRECTOR OF THE U.S.
NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF ALLERGY AND
INFECTIOUS DISEASES ON THE STATE OF
PANDEMIC SECURITY

Global health agencies face a difficult challenge in protecting people from pandemic threats: They rarely know in advance
what the specific disease outbreak will be. “When you’re preparing for something that hasn’t happened yet, and then you
have to respond to something that actually has happened, you are not necessarily prepared for the exact thing that’s
going to happen,” said Tony Fauci, director of the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases. Devex spoke to
Fauci about what his institute is doing, and what global health organizations need to do, to better prepare governments
and health systems for those inevitable, unpredictable threats.
Can our global health architecture and the various institutions that we’ve had since the end of World War II be
reconfigured and reshaped to deal with the pandemic threats that we face? Or do we need to come up with completely new ideas, new institutions and rethink leadership and capabilities in a fundamental way?
One of the things that is really important is to have a greater inter-digitation of surveillance. It’s been referred to as the
“global health security network.” Namely, to have throughout the world, the capability, even if it isn’t highly technically
advanced, but is diffused enough, to be able to recognize, diagnose and communicate in a transparent way. If we had done
that with certain other outbreaks, we would have gained two, three, sometimes four months of a head start. Remember,
the first child that got infected with Ebola was in December 2013. It wasn’t until March 2014 that the world said, “my
goodness, we have a problem here.”
A lot of surveillance is contingent on building up health systems in countries where they’re currently very weak.
How can we help them transition toward a strong surveillance system?
You help them. You meet them halfway. For example, you could not ask for a more poor country than Liberia, with an almost nonexistent health care infrastructure. When we went there to develop vaccine therapy and natural history studies,
we made a commitment to invest in sustainable infrastructure that would be there when we left. We renovated the
Redemption Hospital and we renovated parts of JFK Hospital. We didn’t just go in, do our thing, and leave. We helped
them to build sustainable infrastructure. We didn’t do it all alone. When they saw that we were willing to ante up tens of
millions of dollars, they said, “well maybe we should put in tens of millions of dollars.” We’ve done it in Mali, we’ve done it
in Rwanda, we’ve done it in a bunch of places.

Read More on Devex
April 20, 2017
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GUARDIAN OF THE GIRL-CHILD

In a Kenyan town, one woman seeks justice for victims of sexual violence neglected by an inept government and
overburdened police force. To those in her community she is a meddler, avenger, and last resort. For the women she helps, she
is nothing less than a savior.
Early most mornings, Nuria Gollo walks to her office in pastoral Marsabit, a small town located an eight-hour
drive north of the capital, Nairobi. Most likely, there will already be a group of people waiting outside her
door. On a slow day, there are around 10. On a busy one, the line could snake 50 yards down the road. Even
on the weekends, when the office is closed, strangers will call or knock on her door. They have all come to
seek her help. Since founding the Marsabit Women’s Advocacy Development Organization (MWADO) in 2003,
Gollo has made it her mission to bring justice to every victimized woman in her community. A former teacher,
she is also a trained paralegal but her work now is far more involved and multifaceted. On any given day, she
is a detective, cop, lawyer, mediator, therapist, or social worker. Gollo takes on dozens of cases each week,
ranging from sexual assault and domestic violence to disputes over child support, land rights, and cattle
raiding. In recent years she has crashed a child marriage ceremony to rescue the underage bride, exposed a
school principal who was setting up his female students for marriages with local men, and tracked down
women who were illegally arranging to mutilate young girls’ genitals. The one who was paid to perform the
cutting is now serving a five-year term behind bars.
Armed with only an iPhone 5s in a gold case and a reputation that precedes her, Gollo is something of a
celebrity in her hometown. Stories of her prowess, like the one of her leading the police to the rapist, are
ubiquitous, and their reach stretches far beyond Marsabit’s borders. Men fear her, women revere her, and the
police are the first to admit they need her.
Read More on Foreign Policy
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COMMITMENTS MADE ON
NEGLECTED TROPICAL DISEASES
AT WHO SUMMIT

Endemic countries, bilateral donors, the pharmaceutical industry and philanthropists came together to pledge support in the
fight against neglected tropical diseases, or NTDs, at the World Health Organization in Geneva, Switzerland. International
organizations committed to prioritize the issue, with more than half a billion dollars worth of new support pledged, as Bill Gates
of the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation claimed that the eradication of at least one condition, Guinea worm disease, is within
reach.
At the same time, the WHO launched a report claiming “unprecedented” progress on tackling the group of 18 parasitic infections,
with 60 percent of those in need now having received treatment for at least one NTD. Amid cheering for progress made, there
was recognition that hundreds of millions of people still lack access to health care and quality diagnostics. Key challenges to be
discussed in the coming days of the summit include the availability of affordable drugs and timely diagnostics, particularly in the
absence of robust health systems in many of the affected countries, and continued out-of-pocket expenditure by patients. Global
health experts are currently gathered in Geneva to discuss NTDs, an umbrella term for a diverse group of potentially debilitating
diseases primarily found in areas with high rates of poverty near the equator.
A range of financial and other commitments, including hundreds of millions of dollars worth of funding from the British and
Belgian governments and the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, were made or confirmed at the Global Partners Meeting which
kicked off the NTD Summit.

Read More on Devex
For Full WHO Report See: World Health Organization
See Also: Stat
April 20, 2017
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7 TIPS FOR LANDING YOUR
FIRST AID JOB IN THE FIELD

With trends such as localization increasing local hires and lean budgets trimming international hire and relocation packages,
securing an overseas job in global development is becoming even more challenging. However, is is precisely this kind of work that
attracted so many young professionals to this career path in the first place. Here are seven tips for landing that first overseas job
in global development.

1. Volunteer overseas: Volunteering is one of the best ways to get experience abroad when you don’t yet have a lot of experience. There are
2.

3.

4.

5.
6.

7.

countless programs that will place you in the field working hands-on with beneficiaries giving you basic training and skills that will help prepare
you for an international development career.
Just move there: Many aid professionals got their start by making the gutsy decision to just move to the field. Knock on doors at international
development organizations and volunteer your services. It’s much easier for someone to say yes when you are there in person, and most NGOs
and development programs could use some extra hands. Then make yourself indispensable. They may just hire you as a paid staff, and if not, you
have at least built up your resume and network of contacts that can help you land a paid job.
Start at the home office: While it may seem counterintuitive, most entry-level jobs in development start at the home office. Many people think
you need to start in the field to “pay your dues” to end up later at a cushy home office job. In fact, it is often the reverse. Sending people to work
internationally is expensive. When you combine an expat salary with all of the benefits that usually come with it, such as housing, it is much more
economical to hire someone locally whenever possible.
Get a graduate degree but not right away: Most global development jobs eventually require a graduate-level degree. However, jumping from
undergrad to grad school without any experience in between will not necessarily place you in a better position. Without real work experience,
you will still be competing for entry-level jobs. Employers often prefer candidates without a post-graduate degree, assuming their salary and
responsibility expectations will be less demanding.
Don’t focus only on the big names: When applying to jobs, candidates often focus on the big name organizations. The problem is, so is
everyone else, and it can be much harder to get noticed. There are many small organizations that do great work and give you the same practical
experience as the big names.
Be willing to go where others won’t: While some organizations shy away from hiring inexperienced professionals to work in what are arguably
the most complex and difficult environments, they may be willing to give you a chance if they are unable to find anyone else and you can prove
you have the resilience and smarts necessary to succeed. Some organizations may put you through a simulation or other kind of assessment to
see how you may react to the realities of working in a fragile context before sending you over.
Be realistic and flexible, but focused: Getting that first job in the field is difficult. It will not happen without significant effort on your part, so be
open to many opportunities. Don’t hold out for that dream job in one narrow sector, function or country when you could get a pretty good job
that will provide the skills and experience to set you up for that dream job down the line. And who knows, your dream job may change once you
start working.

Read More on Devex
April 20, 2017
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Digital Art by Ansgard Thompson
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