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YEMEN HIT BY WORLD’S WORST CHOLERA 
OUTBREAK AS CASES REACH 200,000 
Yemen is now facing the worst cholera outbreak in the world, with 
suspected cases exceeding 200,000 and the number increasing at an 
average of 5,000 a day, the United Nations has warned. Already more 
than 1,300 people have died, one quarter of them children, and the 
death toll is expected to rise. “This deadly cholera outbreak is the 
direct consequence of two years of heavy conflict,” the UN officials 
said, noting that collapsing health, water and sanitation systems 
have cut off 14.5 million people from regular access to clean water 
and sanitation, increasing the ability of the disease to spread. The UN 
officials also said that rising rates of malnutrition have weakened 
children's health and made them more vulnerable to disease. The 
rapidly spreading cholera outbreak in Yemen has exceeded 200,000 
suspected cases, increasing at an average of 5,000 a day. We are now 
facing the worst cholera outbreak in the world.  

Read More on UN News Centre  
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SCIENTISTS STUNNED BY ANTARCTIC RAINFALL 
AND A MELT AREA BIGGER THAN TEXAS   

Scientists have documented a recent, massive melt event on the surface of highly 
vulnerable West Antarctica that, they fear, could be a harbinger of future events as 
the planet continues to warm. In the Antarctic summer of 2016, the surface of the 
Ross Ice Shelf, the largest floating ice platform on Earth, developed a sheet of 
meltwater that lasted for as long as 15 days in some places. The total area affected 
by melt was 300,000 square miles, or larger than the state of Texas. The 
researchers, based at the Scripps Institution of Oceanography, Ohio State 
University, and a number of other institutions, were able to observe the melt 
because they had set up a monitoring station deep in the heart of West Antarctica 
that detected a sharp warming of the atmosphere and the presence of clouds 
containing a large amount of moisture. Observations from the satellites, suggest 
not that the Ross Ice Shelf was covered with lakes or pools, but rather, that liquid 
water mixed into the snow atop it. The melting occurred during a strong El Nin o 
event, which are known to bring added warmth to West Antarctica. In this case, 
the event brought moist air in from the ocean. West Antarctica’s ice shelves, which 
hold back massive glaciers, may not only melt from below due to their interactions 
with the ocean. The ice shelves may also begin to melt from above, causing liquid 
water to filter down into their depths and leading them to fracture apart.  

Read More on The Washington Post  

https://planetaryhealthweekly.wordpress.com
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=57059&amp;mkt_tok=eyJpIjoiTldNMlpHSmtaakpoWmpnNCIsInQiOiJZRmZOMWdNckY5Um5VcllTTlhOcTRsTTFWbjM2WEJjNFErWGdRc0M1OHZXTGZOdGl1bkNcL04zcWQ2eVhheWN1STU2YmVGWnFoZTZQZkpRcWxoMm1QbkNsUWd3b1MrQUVOM1wvSFRXdXBHSXFoN1NaXC9nV
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/energy-environment/wp/2017/06/15/scientists-just-documented-a-massive-melt-event-on-the-surface-of-antarctica/?utm_term=.4ef47d4da9a6
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Data Details Attacks on Health Care in Syria, In Hope 
of Change   
Among the most dangerous places to work or visit in Syria are hospitals. Medical 
facilities have come under attack hundreds of times since conflict started in 2011, 
forcing some doctors and other health care personnel to move underground. After 
years of appeals for parties to abide by international humanitarian law failed to 
stop the violence, members of the health cluster in Syria sought a new ally: data. If 
the information about attacks was rigorous enough, humanitarians hoped, the 
international community could take a stand. The first results of that experiment 
were described in more detail in an article published in The Lancet. The effort 
speaks volumes of the realities on the ground for health care in Syria, and on how 
humanitarian actors are trying every avenue and means possible to bring to a halt 
what many refer to as the “weaponization” of health care in the country. Data are 
triangulated between sources to confirm its veracity.  

Read More on Devex 

Global Spread of Cholera Amid Famine Are Symptoms 
of Political Collapse   
The world is witnessing a resurgence of cholera accompanying several hunger 
crises that threaten more than 20 million people in four countries. Hundreds of 
thousands of people are estimated to be sick with the waterborne, often fatal 
bacterial disease in war-torn Yemen. Cholera outbreaks have also struck Nigeria, 
South Sudan and Somalia in the past year. The disease tends to erupt amid 
famine, making a bad situation much worse. “Cholera will come to kick you while 
you are down, and can spread to disastrous levels if not addressed immediately,” 
Michael Gayer, emergency health director at the International Rescue Committee, 
warned in a recent statement. Aid groups are scrambling to stop the spread of the 
disease at a time when they already struggle to keep up with increasing rates of 
malnutrition, Nearly 7 million people are severely food insecure, says the World 
Food program. As with nearly every humanitarian response, there is not enough 
money. Donors still need to contribute billions of dollars just for the famine 
response, let alone the millions needed to stop the spread of cholera.  
 
Read More on Humanosphere  

Getting to Zero: Rotary’s Stubborn Campaign to Rid the World 
of Polio  
How close are we to ridding the world of polio, why has it taken so long, and why does 
this one disease campaign matter so much? Folks have probably heard Bill and Melinda 
Gates speak over the years about how committed they, and their philanthropy, have 
been to eradicating polio. What many may not realize is that it largely has been the work 
of Rotary International over decades, well before the Gates Foundation even existed, 
that has gotten us close to eradication. Rotary and its more than one million members in 
organizations around the world decided to target polio in the early 1980s after the 
eradication of smallpox, the first and so far only human disease to have been wiped off 
the face of the planet. A successful fundraising and advocacy effort led to the adoption of 
a global resolution at the World Health Assembly to eradicate polio. The end is near, but 
the work is not done yet. Cases were identified in Nigeria last year, after it was thought 
to have defeated the disease. And challenges persist in Pakistan and Afghanistan where 
conflict and hindered access make it tough to deliver vaccines.     

Read More on Humanosphere  

https://www.devex.com/news/data-details-attacks-on-health-care-in-syria-in-hope-of-change-90466
http://www.humanosphere.org/global-health/2017/06/cholera-haunts-famine-prone-countries-exposes-causes-record-breaking-crisis/
http://www.humanosphere.org/podcasts/2017/05/getting-to-zero-rotarys-stubborn-campaign-to-rid-the-world-of-polio/
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Adaption Challenges to Rising Temperatures  
Extreme heat is already becoming a regular problem in many parts of the world, including in 
South Asia. High temperature and humidity in the air raise the heat index or apparent 
temperature, and further increases risks for people. As the apparent temperature approaches 
the average human body temperature of 37 degrees C, it is harder for the body to function. If 
temperatures exceed this threshold for more than three days and nights in a row, it may result 
in a heat stroke. The body must cool down to recover. In the Ganga plains, temperatures are 
likely to approach 37 degrees C for a higher number of days, and the elderly, children and 
pregnant women will face increased risks of heat strokes. Millions of lower-income families in 
South Asia who are dependent on livelihoods that expose their bodies to extreme heat don’t 
have access to active cooling systems. For them increased heat means heightened health risks, 
lower productivity and even heat strokes. Particularly at risk are manual labourers and small 
farmers whose livelihoods are exposed to the external environment. Extreme heat harms 
livestock, crop growth and stored food, the very livelihood assets of the poor. Heat worsens the 
ills that emanate from low quality of drinking water supply, sanitation and solid waste 
management services. Heat exacerbates health risks from air pollution in cities. 
Read More on Kathmandu Post  

New Forecast Tool Gives Countries Edge Against 
Desert Locust Invasions  
A new satellite forecast tool could more than double the warning time for desert 
locust invasions, allowing vulnerable nations to prepare better against the crop-
eating grasshoppers. Desert locusts, found mainly in the Sahara, across the Arabian 
Peninsula and in India, pose a major threat to agricultural production when 
migrating in swarms. The tool is the latest in a series to apply satellite data to 
agricultural purposes. For pest prevention teams, it is key to find locust breeding 
areas early in order to apply pesticides before grasshoppers grow wings and start 
migrating. Soil moisture data helps authorities locate areas where the ground is wet 
enough for the locusts to lay eggs and to monitor them for signs of swarming. Trials 
on data from a locust invasion in Mauritania in 2016 allowed ESA and FAO experts to 
identify hatching areas 70 days before the outbreak occurred. That significantly 
improved upon current forecast systems based on satellite information of green 
vegetation that give a maximum notice of one month and sometimes give authorities 
just a few days to reach remote breeding locations. 

Read More on Thompson Reuters Foundation  

The World’s First Solar-Powered Refugee Camp 
In the sprawling refugee camp that now dominates the desert landscape of Azraq in Jordan, 
many refugees have lived without consistent access to power for more than a year. The United 
Nations High Commissioner for Refugees and its partner, the IKEA Foundation, are hoping 
they’ve found a way to provide power to the camp’s 35,000 residents, from the sun. IKEA 
invested 8.75 million euros ($9.75 million) into creating an onsite solar plant, which now saves 
UNHCR more than 1.2 million euros ($1.4 million) per year in energy costs and reduces carbon 
dioxide emissions from the camp by 2,370 tons per year. “Lighting up the camp is not only a 
symbolic achievement; it provides a safer environment for all camp residents, opens up 
livelihood opportunities and gives children the chance to study after dark,” said Kelly T. 
Clements, UNHCR deputy high commissioner for refugees. The solar farm, which also created 50 
jobs for refugees living in the camp, now covers about two-thirds of the residents’ needs. When 
it upgrades from 2 to 5 megawatts in production later this year, it will cover the entire camp and 
begin returning money to the Jordanian local energy authority, a UNHCR statement said. IKEA 
Foundation Chief Executive Officer Per Heggenes spoke to Devex in Jordan about how the 
growth of the solar farm has surprised and shaped the foundation, and why he believes this 
project sets the bar for the private sector’s role in solving a complex, long-term issue.  

Read More on Devex  

http://kathmandupost.ekantipur.com/news/2017-06-27/adaptation-challenges.html
http://news.trust.org/item/20170614161419-egp3r/
https://www.devex.com/news/the-world-s-first-solar-powered-refugee-camp-90512


 

SPOTLIGHT ON POLICY:  
Why The World Needs ’Blue Urbanism’ Now  
The United Nations wrapped up its first Ocean Conference with a global call to 
action. From plastics to overfishing, nations pledged to do their part to deliver 
a global goal to protect life under water, one of the 17 Sustainable 
Development Goals that went into effect last year. Cities were not mentioned in 
the ocean manifesto. That’s despite the fact that nearly 40 percent of the 
world’s population lives within 100 km of a coastline, and the majority of those 
people live in urban areas. For Asad Mohammed, an urban planner who directs 
the Caribbean Network for Urban and Land Management (blueSpace) at the 
University of the West Indies’ Trinidad campus, that omission is a major 
oversight. Nearly all of his region’s cities are coastal, and in his estimation they 
are deeply intertwined with the sea.  
 

Read More on Citiscope  
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SPOTLIGHT ON INDIGENOUS HEALTH:  
Manitoba First Nation Declares State of 
Emergency Over Suicide Epidemic   
A remote Manitoba First Nation declared a state of emergency after six 
suicides in the last two months and 140 attempts in two recent weeks alone. 
Officials from the Pimicikamak Cree Nation, known as Cross Lake, say health 
workers on the northern reserve can no longer cope. Band councillor Donnie 
McKay said the nursing station is only staffed by two nurses overnight. The 
community of 8,300 is traumatized and needs immediate help from the 
provincial and federal governments, McKay said. A meeting with Manitoba 
Health Minister Sharon Blady resulted in one mental-health worker being sent 
to the community for an eight-hour shift, he said. Aboriginal Affairs Minister 
Eric Robinson said he has spoken with federal Indigenous Affairs Minister 
Carolyn Bennett and the two levels of government are supposedly doing what 
they can to assist the community.  

Read More on The Globe and Mail  
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Wilderness Areas Are Being Destroyed but the World 
Heritage Convention Can Protect Them   
A University of Queensland-led international study published today urges 
the UNESCO World Heritage Convention to better conserve wilderness areas 
within Natural World Heritage Sites. Lead author and UQ PhD student in the 
School of Earth and Environmental Sciences James Allan said the study 
revealed that only 1.8 per cent of the world's wilderness is protected in these 
sites. The study identifies protected areas within these gaps, for example the 
Hukaung Valley Tiger Reserve in Myanmar or Eduardo Avaroa Andean 
Fauna Reserve in Bolivia that have good wilderness coverage and may 
warrant consideration for World Heritage Status.  

Read More on Science Daily  

http://citiscope.org/story/2017/why-world-needs-blue-urbanism-now
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/national/manitoba-first-nation-declares-state-of-emergency-over-suicide-epidemic/article29113402/
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2017/06/170630085033.htm
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DATE CONFERENCE LOCATION REGISTER 

 

July-Sept 

 

 

Aboriginal Conferences  Canada http://aboriginalconferences.ca/ 

July 25-27 
Pedagogy For The Anthropocene: Re-Rooting Academic 

Knowledge in Nature  

Toronto 

Canada  

http://docs.google.com/forms/d/

e/1FAIpQLSofqDbn3qR-

F5XpU09k_mhfkPp6SOj3w4-

vQsouYH1oVuYnQ/viewform?c=0&w=1 

Oct 

29-31 
Canadian Conference for Global Heath 

Montreal 

Canada  
http://www.ccgh-csih.ca/ccgh2015/index 

QUOTE OF THE WEEK 

HIV and tuberculosis “prey on those marginalized and left behind by society. They prey 

on adolescent girls and young women, sex workers, LBGTQ, prisoners, migrant  

populations, people who inject drugs, those left behind by society. That’s a person.” 

“To end an infectious disease we actually have to become better human beings, to treat 

each other with the dignity and respect we deserve. It’s an opportunity to give flight to 

the better angels of our nature. That’s a pretty awesome thing to do.” 

Mark Dybul, recently resigned executive director of the Global Fund speaking in early 

June to Ireland’s Royal College of Surgeons in Dublin. 

Read More on Devex 

https://instagram.com/planetaryhealthweekly/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Planetary-Health-Weekly/842076405858777?fref=ts
https://twitter.com/planetaryweekly
https://twitter.com/planetaryweekly
https://instagram.com/planetaryhealthweekly/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Planetary-Health-Weekly/842076405858777?fref=ts
https://www.devex.com/news/the-gospel-according-to-mark-dybul-the-man-working-to-end-three-plagues-89027
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LET’S TALK: RACISM AND HEALTH EQUITY 
FROM THE NATIONAL COLLABORATING  

CENTRE FOR DETERMINANTS OF HEALTH  

The seventh release in the NCCDH Let’s Talk series discusses racism as a critical factor that impacts health and 

wellbeing. It describes the concepts of race, racism and racialization and emphasizes settler colonialism and 

structural racism as the root causes of health and social inequalities experienced by Indigenous and racialized 

peoples in Canada.  

The resource includes discussion questions designed to help public health staff examine their work and consider 

how they can orient practice towards critical, decolonizing and anti-racist approaches. In addition, the questions 

ask practitioners to consider how beliefs and stereotypes may influence their practice.  

This Let’s Talk provides tips for embracing critical, decolonizing and anti-racist approaches in public health  

practice and discusses roles public health can engage in to address racism.   

Use this resource to: 

• Describe key concepts related to race and racism 

• Explain the relationship between racism and wellbeing 

• Identify entry points for anti-racism work in public health 

• Support a conversation in your organization about how to develop strategies to eliminate racism 

Available in English and French at National Collaborating Centre for Determinants of Health   

http://nccdh.ca/resources/entry/lets-talk-racism-and-health-equity
http://nccdh.ca/fr/resources/entry/lets-talk-racism-and-health-equity
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The Ethical Journalism Network aims to strengthen the craft of journalism and to promote for the public 
benefit high ethical standards in journalism, based on principles of truth and accuracy, independence, 
fairness and impartiality, humanity and accountability by the provision of education and training of 
journalists and the publication of useful research. The EJN is a non-profit entity and is registered as a 
company and a charity.  

Read More on Ethical Journalism Network 

ETHICAL JOURNALISM 
NETWORK 

http://ethicaljournalismnetwork.org/
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CAN THE U.S. GRID WORK WITH 100% 
RENEWABLES? THERE’S A SCIENTIFIC 

FIGHT BREWING  

A battle royal between competing visions for the future of energy blew open on the pages of a venerable science jour-
nal. The conflict pits 21 climate and power-system experts against Stanford University civil and  
environmental engineer Mark Jacobson and his vision of a world fueled 100 percent by renewable solar, wind, and  
hydroelectric energy. The criticism of his “wind, water, and sun” solution and an unapologetic rebuttal from Jacob-
son and three Stanford colleagues in the Proceedings of the National Academy of  Sciences (PNAS). 

The critics enumerate what they view as invalid modeling tools, modeling errors, and “implausible and  
inadequately supported assumptions” in a projection of the midcentury U.S. energy supply that Jacobson and his coau-
thors published in PNAS in 2015. “The scenarios of [that paper] can, at best, be described as a poorly executed explora-
tion of an interesting hypothesis,” write the experts, led by Christopher Clack, CEO of  
power-grid-modeling firm Vibrant Clean Energy. 

Clack says their primary goal is accurate science, the better to equip policymakers for critical decisions: “We’re trying 
to be scientific about the process and honest about how difficult it could be to move forward.” The text and statements 
by Clack's coauthors question Jacobson’s evaluation of competing energy technologies, and  
specifically his rejection of two non-renewable energy options: fossil fuel power plants equipped to capture their own 
carbon dioxide pollution, and nuclear reactors. 

Jacobson calls Clack's attack “the most egregious case of scientific fraud I have encountered in the literature to date.” In 
fact, while both sides claim to be objectively weighing the energy options, the arguments and  
backgrounds of the protagonists belie well-informed affinities for various energy sources (and informed biases against 
others). As sociologists of science would say, their choice of data and their reading of it reflects hunches, values, and 
priorities.  

What is certain, is that climate change calls for a bold remake of the global energy system of the sort that both Clack 
and Jacobson have championed. Their respective visions certainly appear to have more in common than ever as the 
Trump administration seeks to turn back the clock on grid engineering.  
Read More on IEEE Spectrum 

http://spectrum.ieee.org/energywise/energy/renewables/can-the-us-grid-work-with-100-renewables
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As the two million Palestinian residents of Gaza enter their 11th year under a blockade imposed by Israel and Egypt, 
the many daily hardships they face are having an increasingly adverse effect on physical and mental health, 
particularly for the most vulnerable. 

Life for the people of Gaza has become characterised by soaring unemployment, acute fuel shortages, electricity supply 
for a couple of hours a day, a crippled water and sanitation system, prison-like movement restrictions, and the ever-
looming threat of full-scale Israeli aggression on the horizon. Given the current local and international political 
landscape, conditions seem likely to deteriorate further, compounding adverse conditions for health and pushing a 
basic and fragile health system ever closer to collapse.  

The largest potential catastrophe facing public health in Gaza is the latest energy crisis, which has left Gaza's health 
sector on the brink of collapse. Following the shutdown of the Strip's only power plant after it ran out of fuel, Gaza's 14 
public hospitals and 16 health facilities now "face partial or complete closure of essential services", according to the 
World Health Organization (WHO). Gaza's hospitals, operating on a limited reserve of emergency fuel, donated most 
recently by the United Nations, have partially closed a number of services to cope with the fuel shortage. 

With Israel and the West Bank-based Palestinian Authority (PA) unwilling to supply more electricity or fuel, Gaza's 
hospitals and health clinics will be forced to stop critical services - this will be immediately life-threatening for 
newborns in critical care, patients in intensive care units (ICU), and hundreds of haemodialysis patients.   

Read More on Aljazeera  
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A DECADE UNDER SIEGE: GAZA’S 
HEALTH SECTOR NEARS COLLAPSE 

http://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/features/2017/06/decade-siege-gaza-health-sector-nears-collapse-170620082825720.html
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The share of women in the labour market globally is not increasing even though most females want paid work, 
according to a major report on employment trends. Social norms of what a woman’s role should be, as well as 
practical obstacles such as a lack of childcare and transport to get to work are holding women back, the International 
Labour Organization (ILO) said.  

Nearly half of the world’s working age women have a job or are looking for one, compared to 76 percent of men, a gap 
that has hardly narrowed in the past decade and is not expected to change between now and 2021, the U.N. agency 
said in an annual report on women’s employment trends. “Women have trouble accessing the labour market in the 
first instance but when they do enter it they have more difficulty in finding a job,” Steven Tobin, a lead author of the 
report, told the Thomson Reuters Foundation. “When they do find a job they are concentrated in certain occupations 
and don’t have the same opportunities for quality employment as men,” he added. The Middle East, North Africa and 
South Asia had the lowest rates of women in paid work and they were mostly confined to jobs in education, social 
work and agriculture, the report said.  

The report also said reducing gender inequality in the labour market could create jobs for an additional 189 million 
people globally, and boost the world’s economy by nearly six trillion dollars by 2025. “Some of the obstacles women 
are facing are viewed as a cost, but helping women into the labour market can bring significant revenue,” Tobin said. 
The gender wage gap globally was estimated at 23 percent, meaning on average women earn 77 percent of what men 
earn, according to ILO data.  

Read More on Humanosphere 
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President Trump’s decision to withdraw from a landmark global climate agreement touched off a new round of combustible 
debate. But in Idaho, Jamie Esler a teacher has managed to nurture a growing cadre of budding environmentalists by eschewing 
politics and focusing on tangible changes in the natural landscape, changes that affect the crystalline water, the ancient trees, the  
once-abundant snow.  
 
Esler prods students to investigate and reach their own conclusions about people’s impact on the environment. Instead of 
lecturing about the perils of warmer winters, he takes his class into the surrounding Bitterroot Mountains to measure declining 
snowpack. Instead of telling them to use energy-efficient LED lightbulbs, he has them test the efficiency of four varieties and then 
write about which they prefer and why. 
 
On the trip to Farragut State Park, students take pencil-thin core samples from their trees. They count the rings to get the tree’s 
age, then do some math to determine how much carbon the tree pulls out of the atmosphere through photosynthesis. “We could 
do this in the classroom,” Esler said. “I could just give them the numbers and show them a PowerPoint. But now I have kids 
smelling the inside of a tree. That’s a tangible connection. . . . I hope it makes them think about what happens to that carbon when 
it comes out of their tail pipe.”  
 
After learning about the persistence of plastic in the environment, Lenna Reardon talked her boss at the local ice cream parlor 
into installing a recycling bin. Connor Brooks’s family now composts. Jordan Lo, the vice president of the Environmental Club, is 
on a crusade to get his classmates to ditch bottled water for reusable containers. Most of Esler’s students say they rarely thought 
about climate change before taking his class. Craig Cooper, a state water researcher who leads a local climate action group, 
admits that outreach is a problem.  
 
“In America, science has become politicized to an extend I haven't seen in other countries, and anti-science stances and 
conspiracy theories have become weaponized to such an extent that it is harming the country. People doubt science because they 
believe all scientists are falsifying data to push an agenda, which unfortunately does happen, but not to the extent they believe. 
They dismiss climate findings because they believe scientists are biased in researching climate change- and of course they are 
biased, if they wouldn't do the research in the first place, but that doesn't invalidate the results.” 
 
 

Read More on the Washington Post  
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HOW TO TEACH KIDS ABOUT CLIMATE 
CHANGE WHERE MOST PARENTS ARE 

SKEPTICS  

https://www.washingtonpost.com/national/health-science/how-to-teach-kids-about-climate-change-where-most-parents-are-skeptics/2017/06/03/1ad4b67a-47a0-11e7-98cd-af64b4fe2dfc_story.html?utm_term=.b5aaa6942298
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