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REVEALING MALAWI’S UNTOLD 
HEALTH AND ENVIRONMENTAL 

CRISIS 

Women all over the world risk their lives 
carrying out a mundane, necessary task every 
day: cooking food over open fire. Cooking smoke 
or ‘household air pollution’ is linked to strokes, 
ischemic heart disease, chronic obstructive 
pulmonary disease and other ailments, and 
claims the lives of over 4.3 million people 
worldwide every year – more than malaria, 
tuberculosis and HIV/AIDS combined. In 
Malawi, 98% of the population relies on biomass 
wood fuels to cock. Read More on Smoke & 
Mirrors 

SCIENTISTS SAY WORLD’S CLIMATE 
MONITORING NETWORK IS IN DECLINE AND 
NEEDS URGENT ATTENTION 
The climate is changing faster than it has in thousands of years and 
will have enormous consequences on the environment and how we 
live, according to a new blockbuster government report. Climate 
scientists are deeply concerned about what they see as an endangered 
network of global observations vital for understanding present and 
future climate changes. 26 scientists, including four laboratory 
directors at the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, 
unveiled a blueprint for the observing network of the future. It calls 
for a coordinated and expanded observing network that is focused on 
answering key scientific questions that respond to the needs of society 
and that leverages emerging technology. Read More on Washington 
Post 
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MATERNAL DEATHS 
PROMPT CALLS FOR ACTION IN ZAMBIA 

The risks of childbirth are higher in sub-Saharan Africa than in any 
other part of the world, with 547 maternal deaths per 100,000 births, 
according to the United Nations (UN). But Zambia is far from the 
worst nation affected, with 224 deaths per 100,000 births — 
compared to 1,360 in Sierra Leone and 814 in West African 
powerhouse Nigeria. “The maternal mortality rate in Zambia is still 
very high, though we have managed to reduce it,” said gynaecologist 
Samson Chisele, vice-president of the Medical Association of Zambia.  
“We are implementing action to try to get it to less than 100 per 
100,000 by 2021.” But such efforts will be a struggle in a country 
where 60 per cent of the population lives below the poverty line and 
the public health care system is dire. Read More on Gulf News 

A MAJOR GLOBAL REPORT ABOUT NUTRITION AROUND 
WORLD SHOWS THAT WE ARE ALL EATING THE WRONG THINGS 
The 2017 Global Nutrition report was released last week. It describes a world 
where people are eating the wrong things. While it is true that far too many 
people lack access to food, almost everyone seems to lack access to food that 
actually nourishes them. Globally, 52 million children are “wasted” – too skinny 
for their height. At the same time, 41 million children under five are overweight. 
These are indicators of a global economy where the food systems are failing to 
provide the nutrition that we need – even when they provide plenty of calories. 
This isn’t a minor issue. Aside from the sheer scale of the problem, nutrition is 
firmly linked into human development at the individual, the national, and the 
global scale. Malnutrition – whether undernutrition or overconsumption of foods 
that cause obesity and hypertension – is caused by structural factors that include 
food production, physical infrastructure, inclusion and social equity, health 
systems, and overall peace and stability. Read More on UN Dispatch 

CANADIANS RECEIVING MORE ANTIBIOTICS THAN 
MANY OTHER OECD RESIDENTS 
Antibiotics are prescribed more frequently in Canada than in many other 
countries of the OECD -- and many of those medications are offered to 
patients unnecessarily. The new finding comes from a study by the 
Canadian Institute for Health Information (CIHI) that compared health data 
among the 34 countries of the Organization for Economic Co-operation and 
Development. The OECD includes many of the countries of Europe, along 
with Australia, the U.S. and more. The study found that Canadian doctors 
are prescribing 33 per cent more antibiotics than clinicians in many other 
countries. As World Antibiotic Awareness Week began, the United Nations, 
through its Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), the World Health 
Organization (WHO) and the World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE), 
called for responsible use of antibiotics in humans and animals to reduce 
the emergence of antibiotic resistance.  Read More on CTV and UN 

http://gulfnews.com/news/africa/maternal-deaths-prompt-calls-for-action-in-zambia-1.2110561
https://www.globalnutritionreport.org/files/2017/11/Report_2017.pdf
https://www.undispatch.com/major-global-report-nutrition-around-world-shows-eating-wrong-things/
http://www.fao.org/
http://www.who.int/en/
http://www.ctvnews.ca/mobile/health/canadians-receiving-more-antibiotics-than-many-other-oecd-residents-1.3671765
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=58079&mkt_tok=eyJpIjoiT0RsaU5XRTNOVEEzTkdJMiIsInQiOiJEUGJWYzh1MW9hNFwvM2FhaUxSdmlIV2pVNmdmQmRqM0kxWERcL251UkI1Zm9wVTZYQ0JlY2V5OUtcL3RPY0JJd3oxRUpvRHliOHhCS3FHV05makhNbW1qZXBWdWYrdVBXSHl1MlVpU01lMnNjMmYrWHdKM2hObTFz
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ANTARCTIC OZONE HOLE IS THE 
SMALLEST ITS BEEN SINCE 1988 
The ozone hole over Antarctica shrank to its smallest peak since 1988. The 
huge hole in Earth's protective ozone layer reached its maximum this year in 
September, and this year NASA said it was 19.6 million square kilometres 
(7.6 million square miles) wide. The hole size shrinks after mid-September. 
This year's maximum hole is more than twice as big as the United States, but 
it's 3.4 million square kilometres (1.3 million square miles) less than last 
year and 8.5 million square kilometres (3.3 million square miles) smaller 
than 2015. Paul Newman, chief Earth scientist at NASA's Goddard Space 
Flight Center, said stormy conditions in the upper atmosphere warmed the 
air and kept chemicals chlorine and bromine from eating ozone. Read More 
on CBC 

TOURISM INDUSTRY FORGET CLIMATE 
CHANGE—ITS TOO LATE  

International tourism consultant Mr. MacGregor told 
eTN: “I have shifted my focus from sustainable tourism 
and even low carbon tourism towards implementation 
of those adaptive techniques that will reduce the 
impacts of global warming on destinations including 
urban heat islands, rising sea levels, hurricanes and 
flooding, loss of biodiversity and other factors that will 
significantly impact the tourism industry. It’s important 
to realize that rapidly rising CO2 levels and the 
subsequent global warming are more or less “locked in” 
in for the next 70 years. In other words, all efforts by 
the travel industry to reduce CO2 will only have a very 
marginal impact. The real issue is preparing for the 
inevitable impacts of tourism on a rapidly heating 
planet. Read More on Travel Wire News 

AIR POLLUTION CUTS SOLAR ENERGY 

POTENTIAL IN CHINA 
China is rapidly expanding its solar power supply, hoping to meet 10 
percent of the nation's electricity needs with solar energy by 2030. 
But there's a problem: severe air pollution is blocking light from the 
sun, significantly reducing China's output of solar energy, 
particularly in the northern and eastern parts of the country. This 
issue is worst in the winter, when - according to research from 
Princeton University - air pollution in these regions blocks about 20 
percent of sunlight from reaching solar panel arrays, on average. 
That makes air pollution's wintertime effect on solar energy 
production as significant as that of clouds, which have long been 
considered the main impediment to solar energy production. Read 
More on Solar Daily 

 

https://www.nasa.gov/feature/goddard/2017/warm-air-helped-make-2017-ozone-hole-smallest-since-1988
http://www.cbc.ca/news/technology/ozone-hole-antarctica-1.4385653
http://www.cbc.ca/news/technology/ozone-hole-antarctica-1.4385653
http://travelwirenews.com/tourism-industry-forget-climate-change-its-too-late-500330/
http://www.solardaily.com/reports/Air_pollution_cuts_solar_energy_potential_in_China_999.html
http://www.solardaily.com/reports/Air_pollution_cuts_solar_energy_potential_in_China_999.html


 

  

PLANETARY HEALTH WEEKLY 

PAGE | 4 

DEMAND FOR WIVES IN CHINA ENDANGERS 
WOMEN WHO LIVE ON ITS BORDERS 
Around the world some 15m people are living in marriages into which they 
were forced, including some who were abducted, according to a recent 
study by the International Labour Organisation, a UN body, and human-
rights groups. In China the trafficking of women is particularly acute, in 
part because a preference for sons has left the country with a severely 
skewed sex ratio. Between 1979 and 2015 the imbalance was aggravated 
by a one-child-per-couple policy, which prompted many to abort females 
before they were born. The Chinese Academy of Social Sciences has 
estimated that by 2020 there will be 30m-40m Chinese men who will be 
unable to find wives in their own country. One consequence of this is 
booming business for matchmakers who offer to import women from 
China’s poorer neighbours, particularly Laos, Myanmar, Cambodia, 
Vietnam, Mongolia and North Korea. Read More on CBC 

SPOTLIGHT ON INDIGENOUS HEALTH:             

WHY IS ALLERGAN PARTNERING WITH ST. REGIS 

MOHAWK TRIBE? 

The St. Regis Mohawk Reservation, in upstate New York, sits at the U.S. 
border with Canada, and most of its residents are citizens of both countries, 
as well as of the Mohawk Nation at Akwesasne, a territory that includes land 
on the Canadian side of the border. Much of the St. Regis Mohawk 
Reservation’s income comes from a casino, but its revenues have lately 
flattened, and the unemployment rate on the reservation is twice that of 
Franklin County, which abuts it and is itself one of the poorest parts of the 
state. Recently, however, the St. Regis Mohawk Tribe acquired a major new 
source of revenue. It has become the owner of six patents for Restasis, a drug 
for dry-eye syndrome that is the second-highest-selling product of the 
pharmaceutical company Allergan.  Read More on New Yorker 

WHO INITIATIVE AIMS TO TACKLE HEALTH IMPACTS 

OF CLIMATE CHANGE ON SMALL ISLAND STATES 

World Health Organization officials have announced a new initiative to 
address the health impacts of climate change on small island developing 
states. The global health body called for a tripling of international support 
for those nations' health systems and for more evidence on the link 
between climate change and health. The initiative, launched over the 
weekend at the 23rd Conference of Parties, or COP23, is focused 
specifically on small islands whose health systems often have difficulty 
grappling with the impacts of major climate events. That can be anything 
from drinking water that becomes contaminated during a hurricane or 
flood, to infectious diseases that spread among people who are displaced, 
to malnutrition caused by changing agricultural patterns. Between 2030 
and 2050, the WHO predicts that climate change could be responsible for 
roughly 250,000 additional deaths per year. Read More on Devex 

https://www.economist.com/news/china/21730920-local-residents-often-turn-blind-eye-trafficking-demand-wives-china-endangers-women-who?cid1=cust/ednew/n/bl/n/2017112n/owned/n/n/nwl/n/n/NA/77921/n
https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2017/11/20/why-is-allergan-partnering-with-the-st-regis-mohawk-tribe?mbid=nl_Daily%20111417%20Nonsubs&CNDID=50304278&spMailingID=12357220&spUserID=MjA1Mzg0MzQ0NzUwS0&spJobID=1281338980&spReportId=MTI4MTMzODk4MAS2
https://www.devex.com/organizations/world-health-organization-who-30562
https://www.devex.com/news/who-initiative-aims-to-tackle-health-impacts-of-climate-change-91533?mkt_tok=eyJpIjoiT0RsaU5XRTNOVEEzTkdJMiIsInQiOiJEUGJWYzh1MW9hNFwvM2FhaUxSdmlIV2pVNmdmQmRqM0kxWERcL251UkI1Zm9wVTZYQ0JlY2V5OUtcL3RPY0JJd3oxRUpvRHliOHhCS3FHV05makhNbW1
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WEEKLYBULLETIN 

DATE CONFERENCE LOCATION REGISTER 

Nov 

23-24 
CATIE (on HIV & Hep C) Forum 2017 

Toronto 

Canada 

http://www.catie.ca/en/

forum2017#program 

March 

16-18 
2018 CUGH Conference 

New York 

USA 
www.CUGH2018.org  

April 

14-15 
Unite For Sight Conference 

New Haven 

USA 

https://slate.uniteforsight.org/register/

GHIC2018   

Reacting to the Brazilian government reducing its ability to protect workers from 
slave-like labour conditions after abruptly changing the rules on October 16, 
2017: 

“For us it will be a real regression in the battle against slave labour. It will make 
definition harder. It will make inclusion on the ‘dirty list’ harder. It will be good 
for those who use slave labour.” 

Maurício Brito, vice-coordinator for the eradication of slave labour for public 
prosecutors in Brasília, capital of Brazil. 

Read More on The Guardian 

QUOTE OF THE WEEK 

https://instagram.com/planetaryhealthweekly/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Planetary-Health-Weekly/842076405858777?fref=ts
https://twitter.com/planetaryweekly
https://twitter.com/planetaryweekly
https://instagram.com/planetaryhealthweekly/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Planetary-Health-Weekly/842076405858777?fref=ts
https://slate.uniteforsight.org/register/GHIC2018
https://slate.uniteforsight.org/register/GHIC2018
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2017/oct/17/fewer-people-will-be-freed-brazil-accused-of-easing-anti-slavery-rules


 

The Carbon Majors Database stores greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions data on the largest 
company-related sources of all time. CDP’s Carbon Majors Report 2017 is the first in an ongoing 
series of publications aimed at using this Database – the most comprehensive available – to 
highlight the role that corporations can play in driving the global energy transition.  

Large-scale GHG emissions data has traditionally been collected at the country-level. In fact, 
these emissions can be traced to a smaller group of commercial decision makers. The Carbon 
Majors Database was established in 2013 by Richard Heede of the Climate Accountability 
Institute (CAI) to show how these emissions are linked 
to companies, or ‘Carbon Majors’. Now CDP works in collaboration with the CAI to maintain the 
Database and share its important data and insights with all stakeholders.  

This report looks at industrial carbon dioxide and methane emissions deriving from fossil fuel 
producers in the past, present, and future. In 1988, human-induced climate change was 
officially recognized through the establishment of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 
Change (IPCC). Since this time, the fossil fuel industry has doubled its contribution to global 
warming by emitting as much greenhouse gas in 28 years as in the 237 years between 1988 and 
the birth of the industrial revolution. Since 1988, more than half of global industrial GHGs can 
be traced to just 25 corporate and state producers.  

Read More on The Carbon Majors Database 
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THE CARBON MAJORS DATABASE 
CDP CARBON MAJORS REPORT 

2017 

https://b8f65cb373b1b7b15feb-c70d8ead6ced550b4d987d7c03fcdd1d.ssl.cf3.rackcdn.com/cms/reports/documents/000/002/327/original/Carbon-Majors-Report-2017.pdf?1499691240
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FYI 
SHOCKING PHOTOS SHOW 

EXTENT OF PLASTIC 
POLLUTION IN CARIBBEAN 

When Caroline Power ventured into the Cayos Cochinos Marine Reserve off the coast of Honduras, it was as if she had 
come upon a crime scene. 

Power is an environmental photographer and she had remembered the place as pristine, she told The Telegraph. But 
from horizon to horizon, grimy bands of plastic trash floated in the water. Plastic utensils, boots, food containers, and 
random bits of plastic infiltrated the water. 

According to the ocean conservation group The Blue Planet Society, the images are a “watershed moment in terms of 
awareness.” “This is the first time that a picture has brought the attention of the plastic problem in the Caribbean Sea to 
the public,” John Hourston, Founder of Blue Planet Society, told Global Citizen. “We’ve known about the Pacific gyres for 
quite a long time, but localized problems — I’ve never seen a photo that illustrates how bad the problem is in that area.” 

The Blue Planet Society believes that the plastic came from the Montigua River in Guatemala and was washed into the 
ocean because of seasonal rains. Hourston said that Guatemala doesn’t have a formal garbage collection system that 
covers the entire country, so in many villages, garbage is just dumped along river banks and on the outskirts of towns 
often near a river. 

In the past, the Honduran government has railed against the Guatemalan government for allowing this pollution, he said. 
This latest photo series has prompted the two governments to get together and commit to action, according to Hourston, 
including trapping the garbage. Globally, the world’s oceans are suffering from problems ranging from rising 
temperatures, overfishing, and ocean acidification — when the waters absorb more carbon and acidity levels change. 

Read More on Global Citizen 

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2017/10/26/shocking-photo-shows-caribbean-sea-choked-death-human-waste/
https://www.globalcitizen.org/en/content/photos-plastic-pollution-caribbean-sea/
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ATTITUDES TO SAME-SEX 
RELATIONSHIPS AROUND THE 

WORLD 

In the West, few civil-rights movements have prevailed so quickly and comprehensively as the campaign for gay 
rights. In America, support for same-sex marriage has shot up from 27% to 64% since 1996—faster than the 
rise in acceptance of interracial marriage beginning in the late 1960s. Ireland has gone from having few openly 
gay public figures to legalising gay marriage and having a gay prime minister.  

But what about the rest of the world? How do Chinese or Peruvian people feel about gay rights? For that matter, 
what about the inhabitants of Angola? The International Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Trans and Intersex Association 
(ILGA) has released some numbers that provide a tantalising hint, if not much more than that. Take one 
straightforward measure—the proportion of people who strongly agree with the proposition that equal rights 
and protections should be applied to everyone, including people attracted to others of their sex. Not 
surprisingly, a majority of Americans, Spaniards and Swedes put themselves in that camp. A bit more 
surprisingly, Americans are somewhat less keen on gay and lesbian rights than are Argentinians, Brazilians, 
Chileans or Mexicans.  

Most astonishing are the results from Africa. Although north African countries like Algeria, Egypt and Morocco 
are broadly opposed to gay rights, Sub-Saharan Africa looks rather liberal. Attitudes in Angola, Ghana, Kenya 
and Mozambique are comparable to those in America—and much more liberal than attitudes in China or 
Japan. South Africa, as befits the fifth country in the world to legalise gay marriage, appears to be hotter on gay 
rights than America or Britain.  

Read More on The Economist 

https://www.economist.com/blogs/graphicdetail/2017/06/daily-chart-22
https://www.economist.com/blogs/graphicdetail/2017/11/daily-chart-2?cid1=cust/ddnew/email/n/n/2017112n/owned/n/n/ddnew/n/n/n/nNA/Daily_Dispatch/email&etear=dailydispatch
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A group of automakers in Europe announced they will launch "Ionity," a network of 
high-power fast-charging stations to build out the continent's infrastructure for 
electric-car travel. 

When it's finished in 2020, Ionity will include 400 charging stations across multiple 
countries, supporting all electric cars that adhere to the Combined Charging 
Standard (CCS) protocol. However, work begins immediately, and the coalition of 
automakers said it will install 20 charging stations in 2017. BMW, Mercedes-Benz's 
parent company Daimler, Ford, and Volkswagen Group brands all threw their 
support behind the pan-European charging network. 

Perhaps most important, the Ionity project will include charging stations with 
power up to 350 kilowatts—the same figure Porsche touts for its 2020 Mission E all
-electric sport sedan. Porsche installed its first prototype 350-kw unit earlier this 
year in Berlin, with the goal of providing an 80-percent battery recharge in about 15 
minutes. 

Read More on Green Car Reports 

BMW, MERCEDES, FORD, LAUNCH 
IONITY HIGH-POWER FAST CHARGING 

ACROSS EUROPE 

https://www.greencarreports.com/news/1113625_bmw-mercedes-ford-vw-audi-launch-ionity-high-power-fast-charging-across-europe
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For 45 years, the Environmental Protection Agency has been charged with protecting the U.S. from 
pollution in its air, water, and land. Under the Trump Administration, its administrator Scott Pruitt is 
aggressively muzzling and removing scientists, eradicating climate-science from its activities, and 
eliminating dozens of regulations. That makes the role of the California Air Resources Board, long a sort 
of shadow EPA, even more important than before in pursuing regulations that limit or eliminate 
vehicular emissions. Read More on Green Car Reports 

 

While President Trump has announced the U.S. will pull out of the Paris Climate Accord, the United 
States cannot formally exit the agreement until November 5, 2020. Despite the administration's stance 
and its many efforts to end U.S. action to reduce carbon emissions, numerous U.S. governors arrived at 
the Global Climate Change Summit in Bonn, Germany, to lay out new actions to be taken by their 
individual states. Several Northeast and Mid-Atlantic governors announced plans to voluntarily reduce 
carbon output in transportation, in accordance with the goals of the Paris agreement. 

Read More on Green Car Reports 

CARB STEPS UP SHADOW-EPA ROLE WITH 
NEW BUILDING, VEHICLE TESTING LAB & US 
GOVERNORS RELEASE OWN PLANS TO CUT 

CARBON AT CLIMATE CHANGE SUMMIT 
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https://www.greencarreports.com/news/1113819_carb-steps-up-shadow-epa-role-with-new-building-vehicle-testing-lab
https://www.greencarreports.com/news/1113773_us-governors-release-own-plans-to-cut-carbon-at-climate-change-summit
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Despite expansion of interest among medical students in global health (GH), academic medical 
centers face multiple obstacles to the development of structured GH curricula and career 
guidance. To meet these demands we sought to provide a systematic analysis of the accounts of 
GH experts. We developed a collaborative, interview-based, qualitative analysis of GH 
experiences across six career-related themes that are relevant to medical students interested in 
GH: justification, medical education, economics, research prospects, law and ethics, and work-
life balance. Seven GH faculty members were interviewed for 30-90 minutes using sample 
questions as guidelines. We applied a grounded theory approach to analyze the interview 
transcripts to discover an emerging theory pertinent to GH trainees. Despite diverse 
perspectives on the meaning and sustainability of GH work, this analysis provides a nascent 
framework that may inform curricular development for GH trainees. Suggestions are offered for 
elaborating this framework to fully exploit the transformative potential of GH training in 
medical education. Read More on Annals of Global Health 
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EXPLORATION OF GLOBAL HEALTH 

CAREERS ACROSS MEDICAL FIELDS 

http://www.annalsofglobalhealth.org/article/S2214-9996(17)30660-4/fulltext
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