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LATIN AMERICAN AND THE CARIBBEAN IS THE MOST
VIOLENT REGION IN THE WORLD FOR WOMEN
In Latin America and the Caribbean, the number of countries with national women
protection policies has risen from 24 in 2013 (74 per cent) to 31 in 2016 (94 per
cent); yet, the region is still the most violent in the world for women, according to a
new UN Development Programme (UNDP). In spite of the notable advances in
national action plans, the region registers the highest rates of violence against
women outside the intimate partner and the second highest within the couple,
according to data from the Observatory on Gender Equality in Latin America and
the Caribbean. It points out that the number of female homicides is on the rise, with
two in every five resulting from domestic violence. Moreover, about 30 per cent of
women have been victims of violence by their partner and 10.7 per cent have
suffered sexual violence not related to an intimate partner, according to World
Health Organization figures. To halt this problem, the report recommends
addressing women’s protection issues at a higher political level as key to
eradicating violence against women and girls in Latin America and the Caribbean.

Read More on on Caribbean 360
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POLLUTION’S DIRTY DOLLARS
Since 2010, dozens of companies across Canada that have violated
environmental rules have received more than $2.6 billion in public
money. The penalties they faced were not just offset, but dwarfed by
government largesse. Critics say that, in effect, taxpayers paid the firms’
fines. Smog led to $36 billion in healthcare and other costs in 2015 and
more than 7700 deaths in Canada were attributed to various components
of smog. One company, pulp mill AV Terrace Bay (Ontario), violated
environmental standards 2, 457 times over four years. The pulp mill has
occasionally been punished for breaking the rules. Since 2011, it has paid
just over $324, 000 in fines and penalties. During that time, it has
received more than $113 million in subsidies and rebates from the
provincial and federal governments. This frequently happens across
Canada: big companies with poor environmental records get rich public
payouts. Since 2010, 32 companies nationwide were fined a total of at
least $15 million for their excessive polluting, all while collecting more
than $2.6 billion of taxpayer dollars.
Read More on The Star
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Fear of the Unknown: The Effect of Water
Contamination on Health
Many people don’t always know what’s in their water, and even when they
do, the science can’t always make definitive connections between tainted
water and health problems. Health officials, from the federal level down to
the local authorities, also face budget constraints that can limit how they
investigate, monitor, report and treat water contamination. “More people
are affected by contaminated drinking water than is being reported, and
there are many U.S. communities facing a health crisis because of bad
water,” said Erik Olson, health program director at the Natural Resources
Defense Council, a non-profit international environmental advocacy group.
The latest U.S. Environmental Protection Agency estimates indicate that tap
water causes 16.4 million cases of acute gastrointestinal illness each year,
but that’s only a small portion of what’s really happening.

Read More on Troubled Water

UN to Launch $40 Million Program to End
Maternal Deaths in Kenya
UN plans to embark on a 40 million U.S. dollar programme to end
preventable maternal deaths and improve child health in Kenya. Phase two
of the UN joint programme on Reproductive, Maternal, Newborn, Child and
Adolescent Health will be implemented jointly by six UN agencies. The
programme will target six counties in Kenya which account for the bulk of
maternal deaths. The six counties are Mandera, Migori, Lamu, Wajir, Isiolo
and Marsabit which have a maternal mortality rate of between 700 per
100,000 live births to 3,975 per 100,000 live births against the Kenya
average of 362 per 100,000 live births. The overall objective of the program
is bring down the level of maternal deaths of the six high burden counties to
within Kenya’s average in the next four years. Enhanced maternal health
will be achieved through capacity building of county governments to ensure
that every health facility can safely deliver a healthy baby.
Read More on Vanguard

Six Caribbean Nations End Mother-to-Child HIV and Syphilis
Transmission
Six more Caribbean territories and states have eliminated mother-to-child transmission of HIV
and syphilis, WHO announced on World AIDS Day. The agency said it certified Anguilla, Antigua
and Barbuda, Bermuda, the Cayman Islands, Montserrat and Saint Kitts and Nevis as having
achieved dual elimination. “This elimination is the result of our strong political commitment to
public health and of making the health of mothers, children and families a regional priority,”
St. Kitts and Nevis Prime Minister Timothy Harris said in a statement. According to WHO, HIV
incidence among children in the Caribbean has declined by 52% since Pan-American countries
pledged in 2010 to eliminate vertical transmission of HIV and syphilis, from 1,800 infections to
fewer than 1,000 last year. The United Nations has pledged to end AIDS and STDs as public
health threats by 2030, and the elimination of vertical transmission of HIV and syphilis is seen
as an important milestone. WHO said it expects more Caribbean countries will be recognized in
2018.
Read More on Healio
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19 Countries Vowed to Phase Out Coal. But They Don’t
Use Much Coal
One of the biggest announcements at this year's United Nations climate talks, was
when Canada and Britain began a new global alliance aimed at phasing out the use of
coal power by 2030. But so far, the countries, states and provinces that have joined
the “Powering Past Coal Alliance” account for less than 3 percent of coal use
worldwide. Opponents of coal, the most carbon-intensive of all fossil fuels, were
feeling triumphant in Bonn. The International Energy Agency declared that coal's
“boom years” were over, as China’s once-insatiable appetite for the fuel has waned
and countries like the United States have been closing their coal plants in favor of
cheaper and cleaner sources like natural gas, solar, and wind. “The market has moved
on, the world has moved on, and coal is not coming back,” said Catherine McKenna,
Canada’s minister of environment and climate change. For the world to meet its
climate goals, the coal landscape would have to change drastically, and soon.

Read More on The New York Times

Major Boost for Global Bioeconomy
A consortium of countries has signed a declaration
at the UN Climate Change Conference (COP23)
agreeing to scale up the global bioeconomy.
The Scaling Up the Low Carbon
Bioeconomy declaration has been achieved
via the Biofuture Platform, which is supported by 20
countries. The International Energy Agency (IEA)
and the International Renewable Energy Agency
(IRENA), members of the Biofuture Platform, have
said the goals of the Paris Agreement cannot be met
without growing the bioeconomy and increasing the
use of sustainable biofuels. “Biofuels in transport
would need to grow three fold by 2030, most of it
coming from advanced technologies using non
edible feedstocks, including waste and residues,”
added Fatih Birol, Executive Director of OECD’s
International Energy Agency (IEA).
Read More on Innovators Magazine

Expanding Wavelength Range for Solar Energy
Conservation
Sunlight comes in a spectrum, with each color having a different wavelength.
Solar cells must absorb light of particular wavelengths, depending on how
much energy the cell needs to drive the reaction. The more of the spectrum it
captures, the more hydrogen it produces. Unfortunately, most cells only absorb
shorter wavelengths of light, corresponding to the higher energy region of
visible light below the red light domain. This means that while colors such as
blue and green light can be used, the rest is wasted. Now, researchers at
Kyushu University in Japan and its Institute for Carbon-Neutral Energy
Research (I2CNER) have potentially solved this problem. They invented a
device driven by near-infrared (NIR) light - the part of the spectrum, invisible
to the naked eye, with wavelengths longer than visible red light. This nearly
doubles the amount of sunlight photons we can harvest."

Read More on Solar Daily
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The Radical Ex-Hippie Who Infiltrated Ontario’s Health-Care
Establishment
Back in 1992, Ontarians hooked on heroin were stuck in a vortex of addiction. Effective
treatment was scarce. Even though methadone had been around since the 1960s to
treat addiction and there was compelling evidence to show it relieved intense
withdrawal symptoms, it was still viewed as controversial. The idea of replacing one
opioid with another raised eyebrows. Dr. Philip Berger, a Toronto family doctor with a
long history of working with the most marginalized of patients, among them people
struggling with addictions, was up on the latest literature. But trying to convince key
Ontario decision-makers of the drug’s worth proved a Sisyphean task. Berger couldn’t
get politicians and bureaucrats to see past the stigma of opioid-replacement therapy
and make it more available. That spring, flyers began appearing in parts of downtown
Toronto where people with addictions were known to hang out. The notices hailed
methadone as a successful treatment option and offered a peculiar suggestion on how
to get it. The tactic worked. Twenty-five years later, Berger has gone on to many other
clinical, community and administrative achievements.
Read More on The Star

SPOTLIGHT ON POLICY: Thank You For Not Driving: Climate
Change Requires Anti-Smoking Tactics
A recent study revealed that hundreds of millions of people around the world are already suffering
due to climate change. Infectious diseases are spreading faster due to warmer temperatures, hunger
and malnourishment is worsening, allergy seasons are getting longer and sometimes it’s simply too
hot for farmers to tend to their crops. But what would happen if we treated climate change as a
health problem rather than an environmental one? Now there are health hazards from another form
of combustion. The health impacts of climate change are clear. So, perhaps it’s time to adapt the
success of the campaign against burning and smoking tobacco to policy actions against burning
gasoline and diesel in vehicles. Like cigarettes used to be, internal combustion-engined vehicles are
ubiquitous. According to advertisers, their possession and use apparently infers social status.
Equated with freedom, despite the amount of time drivers spend stuck in traffic, gasoline-burning
cars are supposedly the ultimate symbol of individualism, autonomy and power. But cars are
hazardous to both the driver and other people as well. Internal combustion engines generate urban
pollution. They cause climate change.

Read More on The Conversation

SPOTLIGHT ON INDIGENOUS HEALTH: Summary of
Australian Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Health
Information has been drawn from up-to-date sources to create a picture of the
health of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people in Australia. An
important issue when collecting health information is to make sure that it is
accurate and reliable. For Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people, states
and territories need to collect details about their patients, including whether a
person is Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander. To create a complete
picture, all the information in this Summary should be looked at in the context
of the social determinants of health, the term used to talk about factors that
affect people's lives, including their health. The information about Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander populations is getting better, but there are still
limitations. Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people are generally worse off
than non-Indigenous people when it comes to the social determinants of health.

Read the Full Summary on Health Info Net
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WEEKLYBULLETIN
QUOTE OF THE WEEK
“Dealing with climate change takes every assertive
governmental action. You can’t just say, ‘I hope the
market will work out.’ You do need policy, you need
leadership, you need rules… It’s a real race against time,”
he said of curbing emissions. “I do think that what’s
required is massive, continuous innovation and the
investment for that.”
Governor Jerry Brown of California at the recent
ClimateTECH Conference in San Francisco
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CLIMATE CHANGE IS COMPLEX. WE’VE
GOT ANSWERS TO YOUR QUESTIONS

1. Climate change? Global warming? What do we call it? Both are accurate but they mean different
things. You can think of global warming as one type of climate change. The broader term covers
changes beyond warmer temperatures, such as shifting rainfall patterns. President Trump has
claimed that scientists stopped referring to global warming and started calling it climate
change because “the weather has been so cold” in winter. But the claim is false. Scientists have
used both terms for decades.
2. How much is the Earth heating up? As of early 2017, the Earth had warmed by roughly 2
degrees Fahrenheit (more than 1 degree Celsius) since 1880, when records began at a global
scale. The number may sound low, but as an average over the surface of an entire planet, it is
actually high, which explains why much of the world’s land ice is starting to melt and the
oceans are rising at an accelerating pace. If greenhouse gas emissions continue unchecked,
scientists say, the global warming could ultimately exceed 8 degrees Fahrenheit (5 degrees
Celsius), which would undermine the planet’s capacity to support a large human population.
3. Why do people deny the science of climate change? Mostly because of ideology. Instead of
negotiating over climate change policies and trying to make them more market-oriented, some
political conservatives have taken the approach of blocking them by trying to undermine the
science. President Trump has sometimes claimed that scientists are engaged in a worldwide
hoax to fool the public, or that global warming was invented by China to disable American
industry. The climate denialists’ arguments have become so strained that even oil and coal
companies have distanced themselves publicly, though some still help to finance the campaigns
of politicians who espouse such views.

Read More on The New York Times
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THE WORLD IS DROWNING IN
EVER-GROWING MOUNDS OF
GARBAGE

As this port city grew, Lagos’ slums expanded across the muddy coastline, its skyline rose in glass and metal,
residents ran into a problem plaguing all of the world’s great metropolises: What should they do with the
trash? Years ago, there was a seemingly easy fix. Trucks drove the waste far outside town, depositing it at the
100-acre Olusosun dumpsite. That began in 1992, when Lagos’s population was just over 7 million. Now it’s
about 21 million, and this is Africa’s largest city. Lagos has expanded well beyond Olusosun, and the cavernous
dump now finds itself in the center of the city, a hospital on one side, a primary school on another, and homes
hovering just over its precipice. It is directly off the main highway, and a whiff of burning trash sometimes
blows across the city’s standing traffic jams. The world now produces more than a billion tons of garbage a
year, which it incinerates and buries and exports and recycles. In New York, barges transport as much as 3,600
tons of waste down the Hudson River every day. In the Netherlands, which has a sophisticated recycling
system, residents throw away the equivalent of more than 400,000 loaves of bread per day. In Jakarta,
residents refer to the Indonesian city’s growing dump simply as “the Mountain.”
The world’s garbage crisis, documented over two years by photographer Kadir van Lohuizen, is predicted to
grow exponentially in the coming decades as people become richer and increasingly move to urban areas. By
2025, according to a World Bank study, the waste produced by cities around the globe will be enough to fill a
line of rubbish trucks 3,100 miles long every day.
Today, more than 4,000 people work there, living in tentlike structures atop the trash. When trucks arrive,
crowds of men with iron bars and plastic bags pounce on the back, convinced that the most aggressive workers
will get the most valuable materials, such as metal cans and plastic bottles. They will then sell those to
middlemen, part of a long chain of commercial activity that typically ends on a barge, with recyclable materials
on their way to China to be melted and turned into bottles, sandals or clothes.
Still, for decades, people have come from all over Nigeria to work at Olusosun and other nearby dumps,
insinuating themselves into a strict hierarchy, with garbage pickers on the bottom and kingpins, running their
own small garbage enterprises, at the top. In Lagos, for all the horrors involving waste management, trash is
still seen as an enormous economic opportunity.
Read More on The Washington Post
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HOW VIEWS FROM SPACE AND GIS
CAN HELP US UNDERSTAND OUR
CHANGING OCEANS

Shortly after the launch of Google Earth, a band of oceanographers led by legendary ocean researcher
Sylvia Earle stomped into Google’s headquarters in Mountain View, California. “Hey look, you can call it
Google Dirt, but you can’t call it Google Earth if you ain’t got the oceans in there,” said Kathryn Sullivan,
a former NASA astronaut who until recently was administrator of the United States National Oceanic
and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), paraphrasing how that conversation went as part of a
keynote talk last week.
“It’s been a long time coming that GIS really could deal with the three-quarters of the planet that’s not
dirt,” she said, before launching into a conversation on metocean science, the combined study of
meteorology and oceanography. At the conference, organized by Esri, a leader in mapping technology,
professionals discussed how geographic information systems, or GIS , software that merges
cartography, spatial analysis, and database technology to provide organizations with mapping
capabilities, might be leveraged for the three-quarters of the earth that is blue. The focus was on oceans
and other relevant topics for global development professionals, included disaster mitigation in the face
of climate change.
She talked about the impact of the Space Age, which is considered to have begun with the launch of the
Soviet Union’s Sputnik, the world’s first artificial satellite, and to have reached its peak with America’s
Apollo program, which took astronauts to the moon. It created “a scale of situational awareness about
our planet that has never existed in the history of humankind,” she said.
The GIS community and its partners need to make the information they gather and analyze more
accessible to decision makers, not to mention everyday people.
Read More on Devex
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THE ILLEGAL TURTLE TRADE:
WHY I KEEP SECRETS

Turtles are in trouble. Some researchers have even used the term “crisis” to describe their plight. This turtle
decline is a global issue, affecting freshwater turtles, tortoises and sea turtles. Two-thirds of turtle species are at
risk of extinction. After more than 200 million years of plodding around the globe unchallenged and
anatomically unchanged, turtles could now be facing their final lap.
We’re their biggest threat. Turtles are crushed by cars and buried alive by bulldozers. Their habitats are
whittled away by our insatiable appetite for big box stores and waterfront condos. Their otherwise formidable
shells were not designed to withstand these human assaults, because humans weren’t a threat when this turtle
armour was first making its appearance in evolutionary time. The World Wildlife Fund Living Planet
Report asserts that populations of vertebrate animals have decreased in abundance by 58 per cent in the past
50 years. Over-exploitation, second only to habitat loss and degradation, is a major threat to animal populations.
Turtles are not excused from such exploitation, which includes unsustainable harvesting and bycatch during
other resource extraction activities such as fishing. Turtles and tortoises are eaten with religious zeal, their eggs
and body parts consumed under false promises of improved health, and greater longevity.
Many species are collected for the pet trade. Their generally passive demeanour and amazing beauty have
contributed to turtle declines, as these traits are highly valued in pets. The reproductive adults collected from
the wild for the pet trade are essentially dead, as far as the population is concerned. Take one from its habitat
and the potential for future babies is gone. No babies means, eventually, no population. The turtle trade has
been compared to the gun and drug trades; it is that networked, clandestine and lucrative.

Read More on The Conversation
June 15, 2017
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ON CLIMATE, SPEED IS
EVERYTHING

We live in a world of steepening problems. We face a host of problems that get increasingly worse,
and at faster rates, the longer we shirk the responsibility of action. It is climate’s steepening aspect
that makes early emissions cuts matter more than later cuts. Climate action is not a future problem,
it’s a crisis of the immediate present. Much of the warming we cause will continue to fissure the
future for millennia, but how much warming we get will be decided today. To understand why,
imagine saving for retirement.

If a person wants to retire with an annual income, they need to save and invest. Assuming that
person has a stable career, with no wild swings of fortune, the best way to save up that money is to
start saving while in their early 20s. If he or she waits another decade, the amount they need to
save each month will be a fair amount more than it would have been, wait until they’re fifty, and
they now must set aside huge amounts each year to get on the same track. Delay too long, and
they’ll find themselves retired, with nothing in the bank. Carbon budgets are no different. The Earth
is warmed by the total concentration of greenhouse gasses in atmosphere, so if we’d started cutting
CO2 earlier, we could have reduced emissions more gradually and still kept within the limits. If we
delay now, we’ll have to cut even faster, and for decades we’ve done little but delay.
Read More on The Nearly Now
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THE “THIRD WORLD” IS
NOT YOUR CLASSROOM

While in country, Global Citizen Year students write blog posts , many of which contain the kind of
introspection that marks a truly transformative learning experience. Eighteen-year-old Emily
Hanna, living in Senegal, reflected: “Before embarking on my Global Citizen Year, I was already a
believer in the importance of education in the developing world; however, all my attention was
focused on building schools. Now, after seeing firsthand how the school system works and what it’s
like in the classroom, I’ve realized that the actual construction of a school is only a small piece of
the process , and probably the easiest piece, at that.”
She goes on: “How can we ensure follow-through, accountability, and positive progress after years
of developing-and-dashing? In Senegal, at least, the solution appears to be simply this: put the
development projects in the hands of well-trained locals. Handing the reigns to the Senegalese
themselves creates a sense of ownership that does not exist when its foreigners swoop in to do the
work.”
Humility taken to its logical end in a setting like this, often leads one to conclude that the best thing
you can do as a privileged outsider is step back, shut up, even leave. Sometimes it means playing a
different role in a development project , serving as the liaison between funders and practitioners, for
example, or agitating for policy changes at home that affect people in the Global South. Ultimately,
one of the gifts of on-the-ground experience can be a renewed commitment to finding where, within
the complex systems that govern development, privileged Westerners are best positioned to use
their privilege to improve conditions for those they met abroad.
Read More on Bright
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Working to Eliminate Malaria in SE Asia by 2030
Health Poverty Action’s Community Malaria Volunteers and Staff
Near Khong, Champasak Province, Southern Laos
December 8, 2017
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