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$180 BILLION INVESTMENT IN PLASTIC FACTORIES 

FEEDS GLOBAL PACKAGING BINGE 

The global plastic binge which is already causing widespread damage to oceans, 
habitats and food chains, is set to increase dramatically over the next 10 years after 
multibillion dollar investments in a new generation of plastics plants in the US. 
Fossil fuel companies are among those who have ploughed more than $180 billion 
since 2010 into new “cracking” facilities that will produce the raw material for 
everyday plastics from packaging to bottles, trays and cartons. The new facilities, 
being built by corporations like Exxon Mobile Chemical and Shell Chemical, will 
help fuel a 40% rise in plastic production in the next decade, according to experts, 
exacerbating the plastic pollution crisis that scientist warn already risks “near 
permanent pollution of the earth.” Greenpeace UK’s senior oceans campaigner 
Louise Edge said any increase in the amount of plastic ending up in the oceans 
would have a disastrous impact. “We are already producing more disposable 
plastic than we can deal with, more in the last decade than in the entire twentieth 
century, and millions of tonnes of it are ending up in our oceans.”  

Read More on The Guardian  

SURGERY DEATH RATES IN AFRICA ARE TWICE 

GLOBAL AVERAGE  
Death rates for patients undergoing surgery in Africa are double the global 
average even though they tend to be younger, scientists said on Wednesday, 
adding that many deaths were likely preventable. Contributory factors 
include few specialists, poor hospital infrastructure and a lack of post-
operative monitoring. Patients receiving surgery in Africa are younger than 
the global average, with a lower-risk profile and lower complication rates, 
and yet are twice as likely to die. About one in five surgery patients 
developed a complication. Comparisons with international data for elective 
surgery showed that death rates from elective surgery were 1 percent in 
Africa compared with 0.5 percent for the global average. A lack of crucial 
equipment and supplies hampered surgical care in Africa; a quarter of 
hospitals have no reliable oxygen source, a third do not have reliable 
electricity and nearly half do not have dedicated postoperative care. Although 
there is an urgent need to improve peri-operative care in Africa, the absence 
of surgery represented “a silent killer that probably claims more lives”.  

Read More on Reuters  
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A Campaign to Eliminate Plastic Straws is Sucking in 
Thousands of Converts  
Straws are among the most common plastic items volunteers clean from beaches, along 
with bottles, bags and cups, conservationists say. Americans use half a billion straws every 
day, at least according to an estimate by Be Straw Free, based on information from straw 
manufacturers. That many straws could wrap around the Earth 2½ times. And they are 
ubiquitous. Nearly every chain restaurant and coffee shop offers straws. They’re in just 
about every movie theater and sit-down restaurant. Theme parks and corner stores and ice 
cream shops and school cafeterias freely hand them out. But they are starting to disappear 
because of the awareness campaign Cress and dozens of conservation groups are waging. 
Walt Disney World’s Animal Kingdom bans them, as do the food concession areas of 
Smithsonian Institution museums. Manhattan Beach outside Los Angeles banned all 
disposable plastics, including straws. Berkeley, Calif., is considering a ban. Restaurants in 
San Diego; Huntington Beach, Calif.; Asbury Park, N.J.; New York; Miami; Bradenton, Fla.; 
London; and British Columbia have pledged to ban straws or withhold them until patrons 
ask for them. The Plastic Pollution Coalition estimates that 1,800 restaurants, 
organizations, institutions and schools worldwide have gotten rid of plastic straws or 
implemented a serve-straws-upon-request policy. Read More on The Washington Post 

2017 Remains on Track to be Among Three Hottest Years on Record  
The 2017 global land and ocean temperature will likely end among the three warmest years on record, 
and is expected to be the warmest year without a warming El Nin o. The first 11 months of the year were 
the third warmest on record, behind 2016 and 2015, with much-warmer-than-average conditions 
engulfing much of the world's land and ocean surfaces, according to the US National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration. Arctic and Antarctic sea ice coverage remain at near record lows. “What is 
more important than the ranking of an individual year is the overall, long-term trend of warming since 
the late 1970s, and especially this century,” said WMO senior scientist Omar Baddour. “Along with rising 
temperatures, we are seeing more extreme weather with huge socio-economic impacts,” he said. WMO 
will combine datasets from NOAA, NASA GISS, and the Met Office Hadley Centre and Climatic Research 
Unit (UK) for a consolidated temperature ranking for 2017. WMO uses ECMWF and Japan Meteorological 
Agency reanalyses with a much wider range of input data, including measurements from satellites. They 
provide better coverage of regions, such as polar regions, where observations are historically sparse. 
During November 2017, warmer-than-average temperatures dominated across much of the world's land 
and ocean surfaces, with the most notable temperature departures from average across the Northern 
Hemisphere. Parts of the western contiguous U.S., northern Canada, northern and western Alaska, 
western Asia and Far Eastern Russia had temperature departures from average that were 2.0°C , 

according to NOAA. Read More on World Meteorological Organization 

Jakarta Is Sinking So Fast, It Could End Up Underwater  
With climate change, the Java Sea is rising and weather here is becoming more extreme. 
Another freakish storm briefly turned Jakarta’s streets into rivers and brought this vast 
area of nearly 30 million residents to a virtual halt. One local climate researcher, Irvan 
Pulungan, an adviser to the city’s governor, fears that temperatures may rise several 
degrees Fahrenheit, and the sea level as much as three feet in the region, over the 
coming century. But global warming turned out not to be the only culprit behind the 
historic floods that overran Rasdiono’s bodega and much of the rest of Jakarta in 2007. 
The problem, it turned out, was that the city itself is sinking. In fact, Jakarta is sinking 
faster than any other big city on the planet, faster, even, than climate change is causing 
the sea to rise, so surreally fast that rivers sometimes flow upstream, ordinary rains 
regularly swamp neighborhoods and buildings slowly disappear underground, 
swallowed by the earth. The main cause: Jakartans are digging illegal wells, drip by drip 
draining the underground aquifers on which the city rests, like deflating a giant cushion 
underneath it. About 40 percent of Jakarta now lies below sea level. 

Read More on New York Times  

https://www.washingtonpost.com/national/health-science/a-campaign-to-eliminate-plastic-straws-is-sucking-in-thousands-of-converts/2017/06/24/d53f70cc-4c5a-11e7-9669-250d0b15f83b_story.html?utm_term=.f6c012177942
https://public.wmo.int/en/media/news/2017-remains-track-be-among-3-hottest-years-record
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2017/12/21/world/asia/jakarta-sinking-climate.html?emc=edit_th_20171222&amp;nl=todaysheadlines&amp;nlid=64737171&amp;_r=2
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Household Food Insecurity in Canada  
Household food insecurity is the inadequate or insecure access to food due to financial 
constraints. It is a serious problem in Canada that negatively impacts physical, mental, 
and social health, and costs our healthcare system considerably. 1 in 8 households in 
Canada are food insecure, amounting to over 4 million Canadians, including 1.15 million 
children, living in homes that struggle to put food on the table. Household food 
insecurity is especially concerning in Nunavut, where almost half the households are 
food-insecure. With 46.8% of households in the territory being food-insecure, it has the 
highest prevalence of food insecurity of all the provinces and territories. Household 
food insecurity in Canada is tightly linked to income. As a household’s income declines, 
the risk of food insecurity increases. However, it is not a perfect one-to-one 
relationship. Food insecurity reflects a household’s broader material circumstance, 
taking into account income, assets like property, and other resources a household could 
draw upon. Severe food insecurity is very sensitive to income. Households with very 
low incomes are at much higher risk of being severely food insecure.  

Read More on PROOF  

India’s Hospitals Are Filling Up With Desperate Americans   
India is a particularly attractive choice for American patients, since it has a 
number of hospitals offering quality care from English-speaking professionals 
at affordable rates. Vinayak Shourie, the international marketing director at 
Fortis Healthcare, estimated that 20 percent of his company’s business comes 
from foreigners, and that figure is growing. India introduced medical visas in 
June 2005 to promote the industry, and it recently began allowing citizens of 
nearly 150 countries to apply entirely online. The tourism ministry issued 
more than 170,000 medical visas in 2016, a 45 percent increase over the 
previous year. It’s become a big business for the country, and business is 
booming. But India also has one of the world’s most unequal health care 
systems. The gap between the services available to the wealthy and the poor is 
yawning, and roughly 86 percent of the rural population lacks health 
insurance. “If you have a lot of money, you can access a lot of medical care,” 
says George Thomas, an orthopedic surgeon from Chennai, India. “On the other 
hand, very large numbers of people in India cannot access even basic health 
care.”  
Read More on Foreign Policy 

Stop Neglecting Fungi 
Fungal pathogens are virtually ignored by the press, the public and funding bodies, 
despite posing a significant threat to public health, food biosecurity and 
biodiversity. Few realize that over 300 million people suffer from serious fungal-
related diseases, or that fungi collectively kill over 1.6 million people annually, 
which is more than malaria and similar to the tuberculosis death toll. Fungi and 
oomycetes destroy a third of all food crops each year, which would be sufficient to 
feed 600 million people. Furthermore, fungal infestation of amphibians has led to 
the largest disease-caused loss of biodiversity ever recorded, while fungi also 
cause mass mortality of bats, bees and other animals, and decimate fruit orchards, 
pine, elm and chestnut forests. Headline-grabbing statistics, one would imagine. 
Global warming is inducing rapid poleward movement of crop fungal pathogens, 
and may also increase the prevalence of fungal disease in humans as fungi adapt to 
survival in warmer temperatures. In this scenario, increasing resistance to the 
limited arsenal of antifungal drugs is a serious concern. 

Read More on Nature  

http://proof.utoronto.ca/food-insecurity/
http://foreignpolicy.com/2018/01/02/indias-hospitals-are-filling-up-with-desperate-americans/
https://www.nature.com/articles/nmicrobiol2017120
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Canadian Electric-Car News: Apartment Charging, Electric Trucks, 
Electra Meccanica Solo  
Of all the Canadian electric-car news that rounds out 2017, the Vancouver suburb of 
Richmond’s new requirement that 100 percent of apartments and condominiums be 
ready for plug-in vehicles may be the most significant. Access to charging in multi-unit 
residential buildings, or MURBs, has long been acknowledged to be a weak link in the 
transition to electric transportation. It’s much less likely drivers will adopt plug-in 
hybrid or battery-electric vehicles if they can’t charge at home. Canadian retail giant 
Loblaws announced its purchase of a first BYD electric car in early November, with the 
aim of electrifying their 400-truck fleet by 2030. The company later placed 
reservations for a number of Tesla Semis. Returning to British Columbia, an electric 
vehicle startup Electra Meccanica says it has almost $4 billion (USD) in orders, with 
more than 120, 000 reservations as of mid-November for its single-seat Solo commuter 
cars and a further 39, 000 reservations for the two-seat Tofino. The company signed a 
manufacturing agreement with Zongshen Industrial group to build 75, 000 vehicles 
over three years, starting with the Solo in early 2018.  

Read More on Green Car Reports 

SPOTLIGHT ON INDIGENOUS HEALTH: Are Indigenous Land 
Acknowledgements a Step Forward or An Empty Gesture?   
Every day more than 250,000 kids in Toronto public schools hear an acknowledgement 
that their school is on land that was once the traditional territory of Indigenous peoples. 
“The territories include the Wendat, Anishinabek Nation, the Haudenosaunee Confederacy, 
the Mississaugas of the New Credit First Nations, and the Me tis Nation,” says a voice each 
morning over the PA in schools from Brown’s Line to Woodbine Ave. By now, kids 
probably know the words by rote, much like the patriotic anthem that precedes them. And 
like “O Canada,” the acknowledgements, which are becoming more widespread in Ontario’s 
institutions, can be stirring. Some see them as recognition and respect, an 
acknowledgement that Indigenous people live here as they have for thousands of years, 
and an important step toward reconciliation. Others see them as meaningless, an 
Indigenous tradition co-opted by outsiders and with statements that don’t go far enough to 
make amends. And still others use them just to say hi. Whatever the interpretation, there is 
no disputing that the acknowledgements, which are a tradition among Indigenous 
communities in Canada, are becoming more popular in non-Indigenous circles. The 
acknowledgements are viewed by many as a step toward reconciliation, although, they 
have nothing to do with it. 
Read More on The Star  

SPOTLIGHT ON POLICY: California’s Experiment of Trucking 
Salmon to the Ocean Resulted in Disoriented Fish   
During California’s drought, water agencies reduced water flows and rivers became too hot and 
dry for salmon to migrate from their spawning sites to the ocean. They were hauled in trucks 
instead of swimming downstream and apparently they missed out on imprinting on their 
route. Some of these salmon became lost as they swam upstream through a river they never 
traveled and, as a result, didn’t arrive home to spawn. In the past few years, this question was 
especially pertinent when drought conditions meant all hatchery salmon migrated inside the 
steel climate-controlled tank trucks. The recent drought in California diminished habitat 
conditions making downstream migration dangerous or impossible.  For two years all the 
salmon raised each year, 30 million Chinook salmon, traveled by truck from Sacramento River 
basin hatcheries to the ocean. Despite the dams blocking the rivers salmon historically used for 
spawning, the hatcheries previously kept fall and late-fall chinook salmon runs healthy enough 
to not meet criteria for listing under the Endangered Species Act. Winter-run is listed as 
Critically Endangered and spring-run is Threatened. Overall, returns of salmon born during the 
drought and trucked to the ocean are among the lowest ever recorded. 

Read More on Daily KOS  

https://www.greencarreports.com/news/1114503_canadian-electric-car-news-apartment-charging-electric-trucks-electra-meccanica-solo
https://www.thestar.com/news/insight/2017/12/27/are-indigenous-acknowledgements-a-step-forward-or-an-empty-gesture.html?source=newsletter
https://www.dailykos.com/stories/2017/12/27/1727770/-California-s-experiment-of-trucking-salmon-to-the-ocean-resulted-in-disoriented-fish
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DATE CONFERENCE LOCATION REGISTER 

Jan 

18 
Cover Letters 101: What to (and not to) Include Webinar 

https://pages.devex.com/Cover-Letters-101-What-to-and-not

-to-include.html?

utm_source=marketo&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=w

ebinar_bootcamp_jan18&utm_term=button&utm_content=invi

te2&mkt_tok=eyJpIjoiTXpSbVpXUXhOVGN3Wm1ReSIsInQiOiJ

Hdk40RVhVcHkzc2IwYnNKd2lic2pGc2ppSU5RYjJ4UTZ0VWh

NNnA5dVhwbW9hU3I1UlRCVE1RM1pSR3A1eVNZVlJxeTlvRk

xmZlwvazRoVHhcL1Q4SDd3U1l2MkRaaUJISHN5Y3hwbThsdl

pvcVNGdVJOZUpnMEEzMCtqNHZDZE45In0%3D#CM 

Feb 

9-18 
World Urban Forum 9 

Kuala Lampur 

Malaysia  
http://wuf9.org/registration/? 

March 

16-18 
2018 CUGH Conference 

New York 

Canada 
www.CUGH2018.org  

April 

20-22 
BioVision Alexandria 2018 

Alexandria  

Egypt  

http://www.bibalex.org/bva2018/home/

StaticPage.aspx?page=69 

June 
McGill University Summer Institute in Infectious 

Diseases and Global Health 

Montreal 

Canada  

http://mcgill-idgh.ca/courses/

tuberculosis-research-methods/ 

“It’s easy enough to discern some form of bias in any media outlet. But 
reaching the standard of propaganda goes beyond just having a slant in 
opinions. It requires removing facts, editing information, reversing reality, and 
flat-out lying to promote a singular position.” 

Mark Sumner, December, 2017 

Read More on Daily KOS 

QUOTE OF THE WEEK 

https://instagram.com/planetaryhealthweekly/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Planetary-Health-Weekly/842076405858777?fref=ts
https://twitter.com/planetaryweekly
https://twitter.com/planetaryweekly
https://instagram.com/planetaryhealthweekly/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Planetary-Health-Weekly/842076405858777?fref=ts
https://www.dailykos.com/stories/2017/12/18/1725468/-Fox-News-and-Donald-Trump-are-in-a-feedback-loop-that-threatens-to-blow-up-the-republic


 

We, via the Peoples’ Health Movement, are delighted to share news of these videos and supporting materials 
which can be used for capacity-building around economic and social rights. They have been produced as part of 
the ‘Making Economic and Social Rights Real’ project, a collaboration between the University of Nottingham and 
the Equality and Human Rights Commission of Great Britain. They are directed towards civil society, policymakers, 
academics and others with a background in human rights and an interest in learning more about economic and 
social rights. 

The videos and supporting materials (including lists of open access resources on ESR and video transcripts) are 
available, while individual episodes can be linked to from here: Equality and Human Rights Commission.  

The videos and associated materials address the following topics: 

Episode 1: Introduction 

Episode 2: What are Economic and Social Rights Obligations? 

Episode 3: Progressive Realization 

Episode 4: Maximum Available Resources 

Episode 5: Retrogression 

Episode 6: The Minimum Core Obligation 

Episode 7: The Right to Adequate Housing  

Episode 8: The Right to Social Security  

Episode 9: Work Rights 

Episode 10: The Right to Education 

Episode 11: Economic and Social Rights, Living Standards and Poverty 

Episode 12: International Enforcement Processes  

Visit and Watch on Equality and Human Rights (ESR) 

FYI 
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SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC 
RIGHTS AND RESOURCES  

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLrE6Pzde0sahIKCbMaHoo-T5sRDGi0B8E
https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/en
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FYI 
MAP OF THE DAY: THE PLACES 

WHERE THE UN WARNS OF MAJOR 
RISKS TO FOOD SECURITY IN THE 

NEXT THREE MONTHS  

Today’s map comes from the UN’s Food and Agriculture Organization. It is part of the FAO’s early 
warning system that seeks to forecast where food insecurity will be most acute in the coming months. 
This map forecasts expected emergencies in the first quarter of 2018, and as you can see many of the 
usual suspects are on the list. 

In all, eight countries are considered “high risk” meaning that the international community needs to 
take immediate steps to curtail the worst effects of food insecurity, including potential famine. Seven 
more countries are considered “on watch” meaning they could soon move into that high risk category. 
One such country is North Korea. And here, the report has interesting things to say about the effects of 
ever-tightening sanctions against North Korea–in particularly the steep sanctions placed on oil 
imports. 

The report makes certain recommendations in light of these sanctions, including the provision of small 
farming equipment and livestock to farmers to help them cope. But it is also the case that the 
international humanitarian community already has an exceedingly difficult time providing aid in North 
Korea. As it stands, it looks like an already dire food security crisis in North Korea is poised to get 
worse. 

Read the Full Report on UN Dispatch  

https://www.undispatch.com/map-day-places-un-warns-major-risks-food-security-next-three-months/
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HOW MUSEUMS FIGHT FIRES, 
FLOODS AND CLIMATE CHANGE  

As climate change magnifies the threats from fires and floods, museums are taking increasingly sophisticated measures to 
protect their collections from extreme sunlight, humidity and temperature. “Climate change is the strongest thing that’s 
come up over the past 10 years, from an environmental perspective that people are looking at,” said Doug Hall, deputy 
director of the Office of Protection Services for the Smithsonian Institution in Washington. The 2017 Atlantic hurricane 
season set a record as the costliest in history, with more than $200 billion in damages from June through November. Cost 
estimates for this year's California wildfires also top $200 billion, and they're likely to keep increasing in the future as 
droughts and rising temperatures turn more land to tinder. “This is the new normal,” Governor Jerry Brown of California 
said during a press conference. 

At the Getty Center, celebrating its 20th anniversary this year, fire protection begins with the landscaping. Its lush, 
irrigated lawns and gardens form a moat-like barrier against any advancing blaze. The fortress-like walls of the buildings, 
designed by Richard Meier, are clad in fire-proof travertine, their windows protected by outdoor sprinklers that wash and 
cool the glass. The structures also incorporate the lessons of the 1994 Northridge earthquake, such as how to weld steel 
beams so the joints don’t crack under stress. Inside, air-filtration systems purify and pressurize the atmosphere around 
the clock, especially when smoke or smog cloud the skies. As a last resort, “dry pipe” sprinkler systems can douse flames 
without damaging art. 

After Hurricane Sandy breached Manhattan’s sea walls in 2012, construction was temporarily halted at the new riverfront 
Whitney Museum of American Art. It was redesigned to add protective barriers, including eight-inch-thick watertight 
floodgates modeled on doors for naval vessels, before it opened in 2015. Hurricane Harvey dumped as much as five feet of 
rain on Houston, an accumulation that climate change likely raised by at least 19 percent, and left much of the metropolis 
underwater, blacked out or both. The Menil Collection’s art escaped unscathed. “All of our buildings stayed dry,” said 
spokesman Tommy Napier.  

Read More on Bloomberg  

https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2017-12-15/how-art-museums-fight-wildfires-floods-and-climate-change
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In addition to being responsible for the existence of about 10% of the world’s remaining Sumatran rhinos, Cincinnati Zoo’s 
beloved Ipuh has now helped scientists trace the start of his species’ population decline and provided basic biological 
information that may improve the health and well being of future generations. An international team of researchers used a 
DNA sample from Ipuh, obtained after his death in 2013, to produce the first full genome sequence for the Sumatran rhino. 
That data, used in a study published in Current Biology, shows that the trouble for Sumatran rhinoceros populations began 
with climate change about a million years ago, around the middle of the Pleistocene. 

Ipuh died at the age of 33 after living at the Cincinnati Zoo, where he sired three calves, for 22 years. His body was preserved 
by Cincinnati Museum Center (tissue samples used for sequencing were also stored here), so the public can still get a glimpse 
of this unique, “hairy” rhino species.  Ipuh’s two sons, Andalas and Harapan, now live at the Sumatran Rhino Sanctuary (SRS) 
in Sumatra, and one has sired two calves. The new insight into the Sumatran rhinos’ demographic history is useful for placing 
the species’ current population status, estimated to be as few as 30 individuals, into a broader ecological and evolutionary 
context, the researchers say.  “Evolution leaves an imprint on the genome. Our genome sequence data revealed that the 
Pleistocene was a roller-coaster ride for Sumatran rhinoceros populations,” said Herman Mays, Jr., PhD, professor of biology 
at Marshall University and research associate at Cincinnati Museum Center. 

“This species has been well on its way to extinction for a very long time.  The fact that it is still with us today proves it is a 
fighter that has succeeded against the odds. ” added Terri Roth, the scientist who unlocked the secret to breeding the 
Sumatran rhino and Director of the Center for Conservation and Research of Endangered Wildlife (CREW) at the Cincinnati 
Zoo & Botanical Garden. The Sumatran rhinoceros population peaked at a time when fossil evidence shows an invasion of 
continental mammals into Sundaland (a biogeographical region of Southeastern Asia), around 900,000 years ago, according 
to the researchers. By about 12,000 years ago—the end of the Pleistocenemany large mammals had suffered, and Sumatran 
rhinos were no exception. Rising sea levels submerged the Sundaland corridor, and land bridges connecting the islands of 
Borneo, Java, and Sumatra to the Malay Peninsula and mainland Asia disappeared into the ocean. Most likely as a result, the 
researchers say, the population of rhinos shrunk as suitable habitat became increasingly fragmented. Since that time, 
Sumatran rhinoceros populations have only dwindled further due to increasing pressures related to habitat loss and hunting. 
“Their population bottomed out and never showed signs of recovery,” Dr. Mays said. 

“The Sumatran rhinoceros species is hanging on by a thread,” said Dr. Roth.  “We need to do more to save it. With regard to 
wild populations, local and national governments need to be on the same page about the importance of preserving not only 
the rhinos but the biodiversity of Indonesia.  

Read More on The Huffington Post  

TROUBLE FOR SUMATRAN RHINOS 

BEGAN ONE MILLION YEARS AGO 

https://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/dna-from-cincinnati-zoos-ipuh-provides-evidence_us_5a343df7e4b0e7f1200cfae1?mc_cid=62417b3d88&amp;mc_eid=d5565bab83
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Five years ago, an electric-utility think tank issued a dire warning to its members: Your century-old business model is ending. 

The continually falling costs of renewable energy generation, especially solar panels, would begin to erode utilities' business 

from its most profitable customers, the study said. Now, in Germany, hardly known for its continual, blazing sunshine, utilities 

are starting to see the impact.  

There, a network of about 20,000 homes with solar panels and energy-storage batteries lets its members buy and sell excess 

energy to each other. They do so, moreover, at rates below those charged by their utility. That network is run by Sonnen, the 

largest maker of energy-storage packs in Europe, launched in 2010. Systems like Sonnen's are called mini-grids, essentially 

small, self-contained generation and distribution grids that sit within the larger electric such system operated by the local 

utility. And it's precisely this kind of system that utilities fear will end their usual practice of huge, centralized electricity 

generation and one-way distribution over a wholly-owned electric grid. 

Mini-grids like the one in Germany, another is being pioneered in Brooklyn, New York, allow customers to generate a majority 

of their own energy, selling any excess to their utility. That process is known as "reverse metering," but it raises the specter 

for utilities of having to accommodate thousands of small, unpredictable generation sources and two-way flows of electricity 

within grids never designed for that. The ultimate concern, utilities suggest, is that some of them, especially those in the 

sunniest or windiest areas, could lose their best customers to such systems. 

Electricity is, if anything, even more vital to life and health than the ability to make a telephone call, and electric utilities know 
they must figure out a way to adapt to the rapidly changing surge in renewable energy. Already, some utilities face the reality 
that the most efficient large-scale solar concentrators are now cost-competitive with adding new generation capacity from 
combined-cycle natural gas plants. For an industry used to amortizing its capital investments over decades, the rapid fall in 
renewable-energy costs poses a scary challenge. Germany today may be considered a pioneer in the growth of renewable 
energy on several fronts. The country now has some of the highest electric rates among European nations, largely to pay for 
its pledges to eliminate both coal from its fossil-fueled grid and nuclear power from its generation capacity altogether.  

Read More on Green Car Reports  
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FYI 

Devex examined the biggest trends and innovations in talent acquisition and management in the global development sector. As 
we closed out 2017, here is a round-up of some of the year’s most popular articles for those working in recruitment, human 
resources, or hiring. From building a more inclusive workplace, to tackling biases in recruitment, to analyzing trending job 
titles, catch up on some of their top stories from 2017.  

6 Ways to Recruit and Retain Talent in South Sudan 

NGOs and aid agencies have struggled to recruit and retain staff in unstable environments such as South Sudan. Devex rounded 

up useful tips and insider knowledge on how to develop and retain a strong humanitarian team, based on advice from several 

aid agency leaders that are successfully operating in South Sudan. From enhancing professional development to tackling 

occupational burnout, these key pieces of advice will help you in your recruitment in South Sudan and other challenging 

contexts. 

Tackling Aid Recruitment's Class Problem 

The international development sector works hard to achieve equality and inclusivity in communities across the globe. Yet, 

ironically, the aid sector is lagging in making hiring practices more inclusive of race, gender, class, and disability within their 

organizations. One of the development industry's first diversity officers, Palladium's Dr. Rosanna Duncan, talks to Devex about 

how employers can better reflect the populations they serve and combat bias in recruitment by considering degree 

requirements, the unhealthy reliance on unpaid internships and apprenticeships, and more thoughtful mentorship options.  

Talent Pools: How HR Leaders are Streamlining Recruitment and Building Diversity  

Many organizations, particularly U.N. agencies, are taking an innovative approach to streamlining their often infamously long 

hiring process while building pipelines of underrepresented groups at the same time. Their solution: talent pools. Here is how 

your organization can employ best practices to create talent pools of your own, based on advice from other recruiters. 

Read More on Devex 
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