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UN DRAFT WARNS GLOBAL WARMING SET TO
EXCEED 1.5°C; MUST SLOW ECONOMIC GROWTH
According to the U.N.'s Intergovernmental Panel on Climate
Change, governments can cap temperatures below 1.5 degrees
Celsius ceiling only with "rapid and far-reaching" transitions in
the world economy. In this coming October, the final
government draft, which serves as the principal scientific guide
for fighting climate change, is due for publication in South
Korea. According to the draft, "if emissions continue at their
present rate, human-induced warming will exceed 1.5oC by
around 2040.”
Read more at CNBC. See also Coal burning, and carbon
emissions, are on the rise again.
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A recent report by the UN’s Food and Agriculture Organization
reports that that 124 million people in 51 countries experience high
levels of food insecurity. At the core of Kenya’s new and ambitious
Big Four Agenda (Food Security, Universal Health Coverage,
Affordable Housing and increase to 15% the Contribution of
Manufacturing to GDP), is a reduction in the number of people living
in poverty. However, an increasing 36 % of Kenyans live below the
poverty line. The Big Four Agenda correctly identifies food security
and agriculture as the one sector that can absorb most of the
unemployed young people in Kenya and significantly improve
conditions. Most of the 1 million youth who enter the job market
every year end up in jobs that cannot lift them out of poverty. The
rate at which poverty is reducing is lower than the rate at which the
population is rising.
Read more at Inter Press Service News Agency.
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PHILIPPINES PROTECTS DEEP-SEA CORALS,
BLUEFIN TUNA AND MORE WITH NEW MARINE
PROTECTED AREA
After advocacy by Oceana and its allies, the Philippines
government has created a new marine protected area in
Benham Bank, declaring 50,000 hectares as a strict
protection zone and an additional 300,000 hectares as a
Fisheries Management Area. This declaration will help
protect marine life. The area is also a spawning area for
Pacific bluefin tuna, one of the most expensive fish on Earth
and home to vast mesophotic reefs. Experts believe that
these sorts of deep-sea reefs could be important for ocean
resilience in the face of a changing climate. These
protections will help restore healthy oceans that can
provide Filipinos with food and jobs while driving tourism
for decades to come.
Read more at Oceana.
Credit: : Karl Hurwood / Oceana

WHALE THAT DIED OFF THAILAND HAD EATEN 80
PLASTIC BAGS
Thailand is a major user of plastic bags. As a result, last month,
the government was considering a levy on them. A recent
report warned the amount of plastic in the ocean could triple in
a decade unless litter was curbed. Plastic bags contribute to the
death of hundreds of marine animals annually. A pilot whale
died off southern Thailand after swallowing 80 plastic bags,
Thai marine officials say. They believe that the bags, weighing
about 8kg (17lbs), had made it impossible for the whale to eat
food. Environmental officials used boats to try to help float the
whale and erected a sunshade for it but unfortunately, the
whale died.
Read more at BBC News.
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THESE WHITE ANIMALS ARE STRUGGLING TO
HIDE IN A WORLD WITH LESS SNOW

Credit: Karol Zub
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The best-preserved remnant of primeval European woods
is the Bialowieza Forest, which grows along the border of
Poland and Belarus. Camouflaged fur helps weasels avoid
wolves and other predators when it sheds its brown coat
each autumn into a bright winter white, an adaptation to
blend in with snow. Camouflaged fur helps the weasels
avoid predators. However, biologists at the Mammal
Research Institute of the Polish Academy of Sciences
observed a white weasel hunting rodents that stood out in
sharp contrast to the green moss, which makes it a perfect
target for predators. Studies show that the densities of
weasels are about four to five times lower than 10 years
ago. Life on Earth is reacting to climate change. But
camouflage mismatch might be one of the most glaring
effects.
Read more at The Washington Post.
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AIR POLLUTION MAKES GENETIC CHANGES IN THE
BRAIN
A new study from researchers at Cedars-Sinai Medical Center in Los
Angeles shows that many heavy metals found in the air may make it
into brain tissue, and those pollutants are activating genes that may
lead to cancers or neurodegenerative disorders. The researchers
found higher than normal concentrations of heavy metals including
cadmium, cobalt, lead, nickel, vanadium, and zinc accumulated in the
brains of the rats exposed to the pollution for a month or more. In
addition, coarse particles of the pollutants had switched on certain
genes. The heavy metals were able to make it into the brain despite
the blood brain barrier. Once in the brain, the metals cause
inflammation, switching on certain genes including those that cause
both benign and malignant tumors, and others that are suspected of
causing neurodegenerative disorders.
Read more at Sierra.
Credit: Allen G. / FOTOLIA

NEW ANALYSIS SHOWS THAT 85% OF US GUNOWNING PARENTS DO NOT PRACTICE SAFE GUN
STORAGE
There are approximately 1,300 children who die in the US from
gunshot wounds every year. Gun safety programs for children seem
to have little to no affect on how safe these children will be when
confronted with a real gun. Firearm injuries are the third-leading
cause of death for all children aged 1 to 17 and are responsible for
thousands of children being treated for open wounds, fractures and
brain and spinal injuries. In addition, children who witness firearm
injury can experience psychological effects, such as fear, anxiety and
elevated stress. What this means is that having a gun in your home,
especially when young children are there means that your home is at
a considerably higher risk of terrible tragedy. Findings also show that
85% of gun-owning parents did not practice safe gun storage and 72
percent believed their young children could differentiate a toy gun
from a real gun.
Read more at Daily Kos.
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WHO WILL
PUBLISH EULOGIES FOR THE VICTIMS OF BARRICK GOLD?
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When Peter Munk died on March 28, Canadian media outlets published eulogies
focused on his philanthropy and success as a mining magnate. In Ontario,
patients benefit from Peter Munk Cardiac Centre at the Toronto General
Hospital – funded by a $100 million donation. However, the only hospital in
Porgera, Papua New Guinea sits right next to Barrick Gold’s Porgera Joint
Venture mine, and has been closed for over a year. The company Munk founded
contravenes international environmental norms by dumping millions of tonnes
of mine waste into the river system each year, contaminating that water for
hundreds of kilometres and causing chemical burns to villagers. On the other
side of the world, over 50 residents living near Barrick’s Pueblo Viejo mine in
the Dominican Republic reported lesions on their bodies following direct
contact with the water in the area. These, and hundreds of other environmental
violations at Barrick mines across the world, destroy livelihoods, displace
populations, divide communities, and harm human health. Barrick Gold’s
international violations, which allowed for Munk’s philanthropy, have been met
with a studied lack of scrutiny by Canadian authorities.
Read more at briarpatch.
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REFLECTIONS ON THE PEGASUS: PEACE, GLOBAL
HEALTH, AND SUSTAINABILITY CONFERENCE

Credit: The Pegasus Conference

The PEGASUS Conference’s theme of “From Evidence to Action,” which
called participants to action, healing and reconciliation, was held at
the Ontario Institute for Studies in Education from April 27 to 29,
2018. PEGASUS brought together academic faculty, practitioners,
students, and community organization attendees from many
backgrounds. Dr. James Orbinski highlighted some of the most
pertinent global health concerns of our time followed by an
integration of different disciplinary and sectoral perspectives.
Arguably, the main strength of the PEGASUS conference was its critical
perspective in a supportive and friendly environment. It tackled a
multitude of issues: military, poverty, conflict, war, health,
environment, among others. Through this critical lens, central ideas
emerged around evidence.
Read more at DLSPH Student Blog.

SPOTLIGHT ON POLICY:
TREATY AGAINST ILLICIT TOBACCO TRADE FINALLY TO TAKE EFFECT
Almost six years after the first protocol in the World Health Organization (WHO)
Framework Convention on Tobacco Control was adopted, it was announced that with
the ratification of the UK, the necessary number of parties to the Protocol to Eliminate
Illicit Trade in Tobacco Products has been reached. The WHO regarded the protocol as
a milestone in the history of tobacco control, as it contains a full range of measures to
prevent illicit trade, promote law enforcement and provide the legal basis for
international cooperation. Moreover, it aims to secure the supply chain of tobacco
products, through licensing, due diligence and record keeping, and requires the
establishment of a global tracking and tracing regime that will allow governments to
effectively follow up tobacco products from the point of production to the first point of
sale. Illicit tobacco trade has been fuelling the tobacco epidemic and undermining
tobacco control policies and causes substantial losses in government revenues, and at
the same time contributes to the funding of transnational criminal activities.
Read more at XINHUANET.
Credit: Brian Thompson

SPOTLIGHT ON INDIGENOUS HEALTH:
BRITISH COLUMBIA TO FUND ON-RESERVE HOUSING IN
GROUNDBREAKING PLAN
The province is providing $550 million over 10 years through a new
Indigenous Housing Fund to create and operate 1,750 units of housing. It
has put out a request for proposals and hopes to have 1,000 of the units
approved within a year. The funding will be available for projects both offand on-reserve. While the province has supported off-reserve housing for
Indigenous people, on-reserve housing has been a federal responsibility
since 1867 and has been chronically underfunded. The housing funding is
part of the provincial government’s commitment to reconciliation with
Indigenous people. The regional chief for the B.C. Assembly of First Nations
said, “We have never seen such a commitment from a provincial
government for on-reserve housing investments.”
Read more at The Tyee.
Credit: Christopher Cheung
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“There’s the beautiful quote by Dr. King that
says the arc of the moral universe is long but
it bends toward justice. Now, there have
been many, many recent days when you
could certainly have an argument over that.
But I’ve lived long enough to see that in action and to put some faith in it. But I’ve also
lived long enough to know that arc doesn’t
bend on its own. It needs all of us leaning on
it, nudging it in the right direction, day after
day. You’ve gotta keep, keep leaning. I think
it’s important to believe in those words, and
to carry yourself, and to act accordingly.”
Bruce Springsteen live on a Broadway stage in
New York City, June 19, 2018
Read more at The New Yorker.

Credit: Sara Krulwich / NYT / Redux

EVENTSTABLE
DATE
August 6-8
October
8-12
November
15-19
November
19-21
March 8-10,
2019

CONFERENCE

LOCATION
Durban

AFREhealth Symposium 2018

South Africa

5th Global Symposium on Health Systems
Research

Liverpool
England
Dhaka

4th People’s Health Assembly

Bangladesh
Toronto

Canadian Conference on Global Health
10th Annual CUGH Conference-Translation and
Implementation for Impact in Global Health

Canada
Chicago
USA

REGISTER
https://afrehealthsymposium2018.co.za/
http://healthsystemsresearch.org/
hsr2018/
http://www.phmovement.org/en/
node/10805
http://www.csih.org/en/events/canadianconference-global-health
http://www.csih.org/en/events/canadianconference-global-health
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NEW BOOK - POISONOUS PANDAS:
CHINESE CIGARETTE
MANUFACTURING IN CRITICAL
HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVES

Credit: Standford University Press

A favorite icon for cigarette manufacturers across China since the mid-twentieth century has been the
panda, with factories from Shanghai to Sichuan using the cuddly cliche to market tobacco products. The
proliferation of panda-branded cigarettes coincides with profound, yet poorly appreciated, shifts in the
worldwide tobacco trade. Over the last fifty years, transnational tobacco companies and their allies have
fueled a tripling of the world's annual consumption of cigarettes. At the forefront is the China National
Tobacco Corporation, now producing forty percent of cigarettes sold globally. What's enabled the
manufacturing of cigarettes in China to flourish since the time of Mao and to prosper even amidst public
health condemnation of smoking? In Poisonous Pandas, an interdisciplinary group of scholars comes
together to tell that story. They offer novel portraits of people within the Chinese polity—government
leaders, scientists, tax officials, artists, museum curators, and soldiers—who have experimentally
revamped the country's pre-Communist cigarette supply chain and fitfully expanded its political,
economic, and cultural influence. These portraits cut against the grain of what contemporary tobaccocontrol experts typically study, opening a vital new window on tobacco—the single largest cause of
preventable death worldwide today.
Read more at Standford University Press
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FIT FOR PURPOSE: FINDINGS AND
RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE
EXTERNAL REVIEW OF PANCANADIAN HEALTH
ORGANIZATIONS

Credit: Government of Canada

In October of 2017, federal Health Minister Ginette Petitpas Taylor launched an external review of
federally funded pan-Canadian health organizations (PCHOs). The Minister appointed expert
advisors Pierre-Gerlier Forest and Danielle Martin to lead an independent and forward-looking
review and report back with options for reconfiguring the PCHOs to best serve federal health
priorities and the country's health systems. The current fragmentation and dispersion of efforts
among and between provinces and territories have slowed and, in some cases, stalled the
adaptation of Canadian health systems to new socio-economic, demographic and scientific
realities. This situation risks exacerbating inequities across the country. Scenario 4 takes seriously
the WHO Commission on Social Determinants of Health’s injunction that social progress requires a
strong public service, where “strong” doesn’t mean autocratic but rather highly capable. The three
new national agencies proposed here would exist to meet real and pressing needs that have been
widely expressed across the country and at all levels, from people’s homes and patients’ bedsides,
to academic, provider and policy circles: the need for usable information; the need for a robust
basket of public services; and the need for sustainable approaches to expensive options.
Read more at Government of Canada.
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ETHIOPIA’S SCHEME TO HELP THE
POOR IS SETTING AN EXAMPLE

Credit: Alamy

In 2017, Ethiopia’s Urban Productive Safety Net Project was launched and is among the largest
social programmes in sub-Saharan Africa (outside South Africa) designed specifically for urban
areas. There is currently about 400,000 Ethiopians in 11 cities enrolled in the program and the
government hopes it will eventually help 4.7m people in almost 1,000 towns. Beneficiaries are
selected by neighbourhood committees based on how poor and vulnerable they are. In
addition to paid work, they also receive training and those who want to start their own
businesses are given grants. Ethiopia’s programme is a step towards building a national socialsecurity system that will, in time, replace a hotch-potch of small ones. It builds on Ethiopia’s
flagship rural safety-net, which is the largest of its kind on the continent and covers some 10m
poor people in the countryside (out of a total population of about 102m). The government has
committed $150m to fund the new scheme and the World Bank has stumped up the remaining
$300m needed for the first five years. The biggest challenge lies in the fact that even the
broadest safety-nets in Africa only cover a small portion of the poor.
Read more at The Economist.
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RADIO: A NEW TOOL FOR
UGANDAN FARMERS FACING
THE FALL ARMYWORM

Credit: Farm Radio International

Since last year, farmers in Uganda have been dealing with the Fall armyworm infestation. This
invasive pest originally arrived in West Africa in 2016. Before then, the caterpillar was native to
North and South America. This hungry caterpillar is expected to cause more than $2-billion of
damage to maize crops in Africa per year. Through Farm Radio International (Ottawa) and its
partners Radio Kitara and Radio Simba, there will be a 10-week radio campaign about the Fall
armyworm, the second phase of a project that aired similar information over eight weeks late last
year. After talking about identifying the Fall armyworm, farmers will learn how to monitor their
fields and how to manage the Fall armyworm if they find the caterpillar has invaded. The first Fall
armyworm radio program was very popular with farmers. Nearly 6,000 interacted with it,
responding to poll questions during the project. Farm Radio International expects that even more
will tune in to this radio series to give themselves the best chance of a good maize harvest.
Read more at Farm Radio International.
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HOW DOES WIND ENERGY
WORK, ANYWAY?

Credit: Tim Siegert-batcam / Fotolia

Wind energy is both a clean alternative to the fossil fuels driving the climate crisis and an engine
for job creation. We get energy from the wind from a turbine. There are two basic types of
turbines: horizontal-axis and vertical-axis turbines. The turbine converts the kinetic energy of the
wind into mechanical power. The energy in wind turns the turbine’s blades around a rotor that is
connected to the main shaft, which itself spins a generator to create electricity. According to the
European Wind Energy Association, the output of a wind turbine depends on the turbine's size and
the wind's speed through the rotor. An average onshore wind turbine with a capacity of 2.5-3 MW
can produce more than 6 million kWh in a year. The most recent employment data available shows
US wind generation put nearly 102,000 Americans to work in 2016, which is a 32% increase from
just the previous year. And the US Bureau of Labor Statistics reports that the number of wind
turbine service technician jobs is expected to increase by 96% by 2026, making it the second
fastest-growing job in the US. Moreover, energy produced by wind doesn't pollute the air with
toxins or emit the dangerous greenhouse gases driving climate change.
Read more at The Climate Reality Project.
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EDUCATION EXPERTS WILL
BRIDGE RESEARCH AND PRACTICE
IN LARGE EDUCATION RESEARCH
PROGRAM

Credit: Drew RISE

The recent annual conference for RISE — a £35 million ($46.32 million) education research program
across six countries — brought together the world’s leading global education academics for two days of
presentations and discussions. Sessions covered the latest research into how to support and motivate
teachers; financing; and the private sector; as well as the role of testing and assessments. Closing the
conference in Oxford, United Kingdom, RISE’s Research Director Lant Pritchett stressed that evidence
from randomized controlled trials looking at isolated or small-scale projects needs to be grounded in
political realities and “implementation constraints” if it is to have impact. The seven-year program was
launched in 2015 and is funded largely by the U.K. Department for International Development, with
contributions from the Australian government. RISE supports country evaluation teams in India,
Ethiopia, Indonesia, Vietnam, Tanzania and Pakistan to try to understand how to improve education
systems. While there are 90% primary school enrollment rates worldwide in recent years, research
suggests that millions of children are nonetheless learning little at school. Pritchett’s 2013 book “The
Rebirth of Education,” is credited with helping shift the education debate from schooling to learning.
While RISE has been designed to bridge the gap between research and policy, some attendees said the
program is still too focused on measuring test performance in literacy and numeracy, as well as being
siloed by country. As a result, it is yet to offer practical guidance to education ministers.
Read more at Devex.
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RISING ABOVE THE COMMOTION
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