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‘LOTS OF GOOD NEWS’ BUT MUCH MORE NEEDS 
TO BE DONE FOR THE PLANET, SAYS UN 

ENVIRONMENT CHIEF 

Erik Solheim, UN environment chief, says “we are on track” but 
“we really need to speed up.” He said that UN Environment works 
with government, civil society and businesses, to turn protecting 
nature into a business opportunity which benefits all. But, he 
underscored, behind the countries and businesses is “the strong 
movement of people who say, ‘We want to change.’” Solheim 
added that linking sustainable tourism with economic 
opportunities, jobs, development and sustainable energy was 
“the way forward”. He concluded by emphasizing the goal of 
making the 2020 Beijing Conference for nature as effective and 
consequential as the 2015 Paris Agreement on climate change, 
where substantial steps will be taken to protect all of the Earth’s 
wildlife. Read more at India Blooms 

IN GLOBAL WARMING POLICY: IS POPULATION 
LEFT OUT IN THE COLD? 
Would slowing human population growth lessen future impacts 
of anthropogenic climate change? With an additional 4 billion 
people expected on the planet by 2100, the answer seems an 
obvious “yes.” Indeed, substantial scientific literature backs up 
this intuition. However, much of the climate community, 
notably the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) 
is largely silent about the potential for population policy to 
reduce risks from global warming. Though the recent IPCC 
report does include an assessment of technical aspects of ways 
in which population and climate change influence each other. 
But there are four misperceptions that confound the IPCC on 
the population issue. Read more at Population Media  
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2018 WORLD POPULATION DATA – FOCUS 

ON CHANGING AGE STRUCTURES 

The world population is growing older with a shift towards an 
older age structure. Older adults' (ages 65+) share of the global 
population increased from 5 percent in 1960 to 9 percent in 
2018 and is projected to rise to 16 percent by 2050, with the 
segment ages 85 and older growing the fastest. Demographic 
transition is the long-term shift in birth and death rates from 
high to low levels in a population. It can be broadly divided into 
three phases. Population age structure has implications for 
national policy agendas and resource allocation. Each 
population age structure presents different challenges and 
countries experiencing such transition should address the 
situation differently. Read more at World Pop Data 

 

CHINA’S BELT AND ROAD IS CONDUIT FOR 
POLLUTING INVESTMENTS 
China's Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) is the world's largest 
foreign direct investment tool, but it currently makes recipients 
burdened with outdated, dirty, and inefficient technology 
rather than helping. China has great interest in green finance. 
The question is how to apply green financial instruments to 
foreign investment, especially within the framework of the 
“Belt and Road”. Assessing the social instability caused by air 
pollution and climate damage rank among the biggest risks of 
all.  According to official Chinese government sources, the BRI 
is “to promote the orderly and free flow of economic factors, 
efficient allocation of resources and deep integration of 
markets, and promote economic policies among countries 
along the route (Asia, Europe and Africa and its offshore)." 
Read more at Financial Times 

B.C. WILDFIRES MAP 2018: CURRENT LOCATION OF 

WILDFIRES AROUND THE PROVINCE 

British Columbia is dealing with back-to-back record wildfire 
seasons, with more than 1.325 million hectares burned. Its 
government has declared and now extended a province-wide state of 
emergency. As of Monday, Sept. 3, there were 41 “wildfires of note” 
burning across B.C. (i.e., wildfires which are highly visible or which 
pose a potential threat to public safety) out of a total of 596 wildfires, 
with more than 1,000 properties under evacuation order and 10,000 
on alert. More than 4,300 personnel are on the ground, including 849 
out of province wildfire fighters. The season has cost the province 
$386.6 million so far. The BC Wildfire Service has  provided a map of 
where the fires are located.                                            
See Also:  More wildfires currently burning in B.C. than any 1 day during 
record 2017 season 
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ACCESS TO MEDICAL DEVICES IN LOW-INCOME 
COUNTRIES: ADDRESSING SUSTAINABILITY 

CHALLENGES IN MEDICAL DEVICE DONATIONS  

The advances and innovation of medical devices over time have improved 
accuracy, efficiency, and efficacy within health care systems, allowing people to 
live longer, healthier lives. However, health systems in low-income countries 
(LICs) often have limited access to even seemingly commonplace medical 
devices. As a result, these countries rely heavily on donations, with some LICs 
receiving donations that make up 80 percent of their supply of medical devices. 
While most donations are given with the intent to strengthen health systems 
and improve the well-being of the populations being served, an estimated 40 
percent of donated medical equipment in developing countries is out of service. 
Creating an effective medical device donations system, where needs are met 
and failures in donated equipment are minimal, requires a whole systems 
approach. Read more at National Academy of Medicine 

CHALLENGES FACING SDG 2030 DEADLINE 

FOR SAFE WATER AND SANITATION  

In the lead up to a High-level Political Forum held at the 
United Nations in July, which discussed progress and 
challenges on a range of SDGs, Water Aid Australia drew 
attention to the challenges of achieving SDG6. By 
analyzing the most recent data from the World Health 
Organization and the United Nations Children’s Fund, 
which shows the percentage of the population in each 
nation with access to basic water and sanitation, Water 
Aid showed that the goal is unlikely to be achieved by 
2030. The current rate of progress will see centuries 
before universal access to basic water and sanitation is 
achieved.  Read more at Devex 

HOW THE EU IS BATTLING AGAINST THREATS 

TO THE WORLD’S HEALTH 

The numbers speak for themselves: Non-communicable diseases — 
cardiovascular diseases, cancers, diabetes, and chronic respiratory 
diseases — kill over 40 million people each year, accounting for 
close to three-quarters of all deaths globally. Some 80% of NCD 
deaths occur in low- and middle-income countries — the same 
countries that face a high burden of diseases such as HIV and AIDS, 
malaria, and tuberculosis. The European Union is strongly 
committed to playing a leading role in the global movement against 
this emerging threat, which requires strong leadership in more than 
just the health sector. 2018 will be a decisive year in the fight 
against NCDs, as the third high-level meeting on NCDs will take 
place in September 2018, in New York.   Read more at Devex  
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THE LONELY WORLD BETWEEN THE HEARING AND 
THE DEAF 
Those in the Deaf community tend to think of deafness as a defining 
factor of who they are and how they live. Many have never heard 
anything and have never communicated by speaking. In the view of 
many who embrace Deaf culture, a movement that began in the 
1970s, those who are integrated into the hearing world through 
technology, such as hearing aids or cochlear implants, myself 
included, are regarded as “not Deaf enough” to be a part of the 
community. Many Deaf people, and hearing people, think of 
cochlear implants as a “solution” to deafness. It isn’t. The 
technology simply helps me live with my deafness in a certain way. 
I hope that in the future, deaf children — regardless of whether 
they wear technology, speak or sign — will grow up with a sense of 
being accepted. Read more at Washington Post 

SPOTLIGHT ON INDIGENOUS HEALTH:             
INDIGENOUS WOMEN LEAD WALK AROUND 
HAMILTON HARBOUR TO PRAY FOR SAFE WATER 
The Great Lakes’ overseer, the International Joint Commission, has 
listed the Hamilton harbor, just 60 km west of Toronto, as an "area of 
concern" since 1987. While there's been significant investment and 
progress, the harbour's water quality still suffers under the weight of 
sewage effluent, run off and industrial pollution. Indigenous women 
recently led the Dish with One Spoon territory's Hamilton Harbour 
Water Walk, a 42-kilometre walk around the harbour to promote and 
pray for the health and safety of the local water supply. Boissoneau, 
one of the leaders, said, "Safe and clean water and its connection to 
our lives is so strong. We have to have respect for her. We have a 
responsibility of stewardship."  

Read more at CBC 

 

SPOTLIGHT ON POLICY:  
EPA TO EASE COAL RESTRICTIONS 
The acting administrator of the Environmental Protection Agency 
has signed a plan to weaken regulation of coal-fired power plants, 
advancing a proposal that the coal industry has hailed as an end to 
burdensome regulation and environmentalists have criticized as a 
retreat in the battle to address climate change. The new plan would 
all but erase Mr. Obama’s efforts to impose pollution controls on 
planet-warming carbon dioxide pollution from coal-fired power 
plants in an effort to transition toward cleaner energy sources like 
wind and solar power. The end result, critics of the Trump plan say, 
will be a rise in not just the heat-trapping gases that are warming the 
planet but a potential rise in soot and other particulate matter that 
contribute to health problems such as asthma or pulmonary disease.  

Read more at NY Times 
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DATE CONFERENCE LOCATION REGISTER 

Sept. 12th - 

14th 
Climate Action Summit 

San Francisco      

USA 
http://globalclimateactionsummit.org/ 

Sept. 29th 
7th Annual Action Global Health Network           

Conference  

Ottawa                  
Canada 

Early Bird deadline for abstract is July 20th, 
2017, e-mail: aghn2017.research@gmail.com                                                                               
for more information 

Oct.            

8th-12th  

5th Global Symposium on Health Systems           

Research  

Liverpool            

England  
http://healthsystemsresearch.org/ 

Oct. 18th  Integrative Health Institute Conference  
Edmonton        

Canada  

https://www.ualberta.ca/integrative-health-

institute 

Nov.                 

6th–13th 
Course announcement: The Struggle for Health  

Savar                      

Bangladesh 

https://iphu.org/en/announcement/iphu-

savar2018 

Nov.           

8th-9th  
Workshop: Rules of the Road 2.0  

Washington        

USA  

https://www.cugh.org/events/workshop-rules

-road-20 

Nov.         

15th-19th  
4th People’s Health Assembly  

Dhaka               

Bangladesh  

https://archive.phmovement.org/en/

node/10805 

Nov.            

19th-21st  
Canadian Conference on Global Health  

Toronto             

Canada  

http://www.csih.org/en/events/canadian-

conference-global-health 

Mar.           

8th-10th  

10th Annual CUGH Conference—Translation and 

Implementation  for Impact in Global Health 

Chicago            

USA 

https://www.cugh.org/events/2019-annual-

cugh-global-health-conference 

QUOTE OF THE WEEK 
 

 

I  

-New York Times  

March 21 2018 

 

By:  

  
 

Harol Rincón Ipuchima, secretary general of Amazon organization OPIAC, host and co-
organizer of a recent 4-day Amazon Basin Indigenous summit with Avaaz: 

"As indigenous leaders, we're willing to share our knowledge and wisdom with any government that is 
genuinely willing to listen. This week we developed a vision to heal the Amazon, with an idea that can 
benefit us all. We'll show you how it can be done. World leaders need to know that we can't wait any 
longer: if we want to survive, we have to protect half of the earth, and this is our first step.” 

Read more at Avaaz  Credit: Tumblr 

QUOTE OF THE WEEK 
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This influential book describes the knowledge and skills that teachers and school administrators need in order 
to recognize and combat bias and inequity that undermine educational engagement for students experiencing 
poverty. This Second Edition features two new chapters--"Embracing a Structural View of Poverty and 
Education: Ditching Deficit Ideology and Quitting Grit" and "Cultivating School Change through Equity Literacy: 
Commitments and Strategies for School and District Leaders"--plus extensive revisions throughout based on 
newly available research and lessons from the author's professional development work.  

Gorski outlines the dangers of "grit" and deficit perspectives as responses to educational disparities; offers 
research-informed, on-the-ground strategies for teaching and leading with equity literacy; and provides 
expanded lists of resources and readings to support transformative equity work in high-poverty and mixed-
class schools. Written with an engaging, conversational style that makes complex concepts accessible, this 
book will help readers learn how to recognize and respond to even the subtlest inequities in their classrooms, 
schools and districts.  

Read more at Amazon 

FYI 1  

PAGE | 6 

NEW BOOK: REACHING AND TEACHING 
STUDENTS IN POVERTY: STRATEGIES FOR 

ERASING THE OPPORTUNITY GAP   

2ND EDITION 

  

Credit: Paul Gorski 

https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0807758795/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=0807758795&linkCode=as2&tag=edch-20&linkId=23348c0aeba8a41c52bff56ce710e467
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FYI 2 
KILLER WHALE LETS HER 

DEAD NEWBORN GO AFTER 
CARRYING BODY  

FOR 17 DAYS 

A female killer whale known as J-35 has stopped carrying the body of her newborn calf after 17 
days, ending what scientists called "a tour of grief." The mother refused to let go for more than 
moments at a time, pushing the carcass along or holding its tail in her teeth in waters off the 
Canadian West Coast. A statement from the Centre for Whale Research said the newborn's body 
has likely sunk to the bottom of the ocean. Researchers may not get the chance to perform a 
necropsy. The research centre said J-35 appeared to be in good physical condition. Still, the 
newborn's death has larger meaning in the southern resident killer whale population that is so 
endangered there are only 75 left, with no successful births in three years. Experts say each 
orca is crucial to the pod's survival.  

Read more at CBC 

 

 

Credit: Ken Balcomb/ Centre for Whale Research 

http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/british-columbia/killer-whale-dead-calf-1.4782542
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WHY IS THERE SO MUCH 
DISCARDED RUBBER ON 

AMERICA'S ROADS? 

Keep in mind that the rubber along, and sometimes on, the road from tires doesn’t all come 
from retreads or big trucks. A Michigan University study of 85,000 pounds of tire casings and 
rubber slabs shed along a road known as “alligators” revealed that 60% of the rubber was 
from original tires, not retreads. The most common causes for the shed rubber are road 
hazards such as hitting a curb or a nail (38 percent); bad maintenance and operational 
problems (32 percent); excessive heat (30 percent); and manufacture defects (15 percent). 
About 20% of the total debris collected came from tires on cars and light trucks. “Are retreads 
an environmentally effective way to extend the life of tires? What happens to those discarded 
remains? Can they be reused or repurposed?”    

Read more at Sierra Club 
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https://www.sierraclub.org/sierra/ask-mr-green/why-there-so-much-discarded-rubber-americas-roads?utm_source=greenlife&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=newsletter
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Many of the most popular news stories about health research include overstated findings or substantial 
inaccuracies, according to a study led by Noah Haber, a postdoctoral researcher at the University of North 
Carolina at Chapel Hill. Haber and his colleagues found widespread problems with the language used to 
describe the research findings, both in the studies and the resultant media coverage. Twenty percent of 
academic papers strongly implied causal results; 34% used language that was stronger than what the 
reviewers deemed appropriate. Haber highlights a few clues journalists can pick up on to determine whether 
a study merits coverage.  

However, he noted that not all third parties share the same level of expertise. He noted that certain sources 
are often repeatedly interviewed in coverage of various, broad research topics, and that they might not 
necessarily have the specific expertise or credibility to provide insight on a specific research study. He also 
cautioned against taking a single study as the be-all, end-all: “We tend to have this idea in society that one 
study by itself — there are these great eureka moments — but really this stuff is built by consensus over 
many, many years. It’s much harder to gather the information about what the scientific consensus is on things 
versus one study.” 

Read more at Journalist's Resource 

COVERING HEALTH RESEARCH? 

CHOOSE YOUR STUDIES  

(AND WORDS) WISELY 
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In a survey of 194 countries, OutRight Action International found that only 56%, 109 countries permit LGBTIQ 
organizations to legally register as LGBTIQ organizations. In just 28%, 55 countries, LGBTIQ organizations 
exist but they cannot legally register. In these countries disclosing an intention to serve LGBTIQ people sets up 
a barrier to legal registration. The study collected data on thousands of organizations across five global regions 
and determined the registration status of a set of 864 organizations in Asia and the Pacific, the Caribbean, 
Eastern Europe, the Middle East and North Africa and sub-Saharan Africa.  

This is referred to as the “shrinking” of space for civil society and it has become a worldwide contagion.  For 
groups that advocate on behalf of LGBTIQ this trend is particularly worrisome. While legal registration is not 
right for every community-based organization, when it is desired, it should be available without discrimination 
on the basis of sexual orientation, gender identity, or sex characteristics. Any restrictions based on these 
factors amounts to discrimination in the fundamental human rights to expression, association and assembly.  

Read more at UN Dispatch 

FYI 5 
COUNTRIES WHERE LGBTIQ 

GROUPS ARE BANNED 
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Credit: OutRight Action International 

https://www.undispatch.com/map-of-the-day-countries-where-lgbtiq-groups-are-banned/


 

FYI 6  

Alexis Bonnell, division chief of applied innovation and acceleration with USAID’s U.S. Global 
Development Lab, is optimistic that there are still many opportunities for retired development 
professionals in the sector. There have been a lot of interesting things happening recently in 
“harnessing the power, influence, and experience of retirees into development,” said Bonnell. 
This can include serving on boards or participating as a judge in development innovation 
challenges. Retirees should embrace fast moving and exploratory ideas and volunteer their 
expertise in the sector.  

Check out this three minute video at Devex 
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HOW RETIREES  

CAN CONTRIBUTE  

TO DEVELOPMENT WORK 

Credit: Jeremy Sutton-Hibbert 

https://www.devex.com/news/how-retirees-can-continue-contributing-to-development-work-93235?mkt_tok=eyJpIjoiWlRWaU9EQmhZell3T1RNMiIsInQiOiJXWGlUXC80dk15bWxPYitnU3p1VVdtVVkyTzQxdjhLVVlKNTNRYncxZFhPMkdmQVwvOEFSaU0rMDFINVhxTkRFUE1vZkVHcVZUa1BsTUk2TGUzdGQ3MGFCSER
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