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OIL COMPANIES NOT ONLY KNEW FOSSIL FUELS CAUSED
CLIMATE CHANGE, THEY KNEW HOW BAD IT WOULD GET

The full extent to which the fossil fuel industry, companies like Shell and Exxon,
knew in the 1970s how their combustible products were contributing to irreversible
warming of the planet, became public knowledge over the last few years. The
Pulitzer-prize winning Inside Climate News revealed an industry totally aware and
informed for decades about the inevitable warming from the burning of fossil fuels.
In fact, the oil industry had the best climate models available. And armed with the
foreknowledge developed through those models, the oil companies planned and
executed an elaborate, cynical long term strategy: to invest hundreds of millions of
dollars in a comprehensive propaganda effort designed to raise doubts about the
existence and cause of climate change, a phenomenon they knew was irrefutable,
based on their own research. By 2016 the oil industry’s lobbying to discredit the
science of climate change had surpassed two billion dollars.
Read more at Daily Kos.
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WORLD SUICIDE PREVENTION DAY - RESOURCES

The International Association for Suicide Prevention shares various
World Suicide Prevention Day (WSPD) resources such as the official
WSPD video, the Twitter WSPD Emoji, brochures, banners, Cycle
Around the Globe materials, Light a Candle postcards, Press
Preparation Package, WSPD Facts & Figures, the WSPD Toolkit,
Suggested Activities, buttons, lapel pins, wristbands, WSPD Infographic
and the WSPD Ribbon in various formats…all to encourage
involvement in their and other suicide prevention activities.
Read more at International Association for Suicide Prevention (IASP).
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IS THIS THE LAST STRAW? FIRMS INNOVATE
TO MOVE BEYOND PLASTIC

In an effort to address concerns about how straws are
littering our streets and waterways, companies such as
Starbucks, McDonald’s and Alaska Airlines — as well as
municipalities — have rallied to ban or limit their use.
Starbucks developed new sippy-cup-style strawless lids and
has test-marketed paper straws. it is estimated that
Americans use between 170 million and 500 million plastic
straws daily. They’re taking over landfills, washing up on
beaches and clogging the intestines of sea life. At Potomac
Distilling customers who insist upon straws in their drinks
can purchase them for a quarter apiece, with 100 per cent
of the proceeds going to the Sea Turtle Conservancy. Strawbanning businesses are facing criticism because of serious
concerns within the disability community about the
dwindling availability of single-use plastic straws, which
could hurt those who depend on them as a hygienic tool for
ingesting both solids and liquids.
Read more The Star.
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DISCOVERY OF VIBRANT DEEP-SEA LIFE
PROMPTS NEW WORRIES OVER SEABED
MINING

Deep in the eastern central Pacific Ocean, researchers are
discovering species faster than they can name them and
exploring newfound fossil beds of whales that lived up to 16
million years ago. Some scientists had thought these vast
underwater plains, 4,000–5,500 metres below the ocean
surface, were relatively lifeless. However, that is changing just
as nations and corporations prepare to mine this patch for
cobalt, manganese and other elements for use in technologies
such as smartphones and electric cars. Researchers are now
pushing the International Seabed Authority (ISA), the body that
oversees mining in international waters, to limit environmental
damage from future activity. Its goal is to release final rules by
2020, clearing the way for mining to start.
Read more at Nature.
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AFTER HURRICANE FLORENCE, THOUSANDS OF
DEAD FISH WASH ASHORE — ONTO A HIGHWAY

Even as the water from Hurricane Florence and the flooding that
followed finally began to recede, it left behind a poignant — and
pungent — reminder of the powerful storm that overwhelmed the
Carolinas and turned roads to rivers. Thousands of dead and dying
fish littered Interstate 40 in North Carolina, stranded there as
floodwaters ebbed. Samantha Hardison, a volunteer firefighter with
the Penderlea Fire Department was tasked with clearing the fish off
part of the key highway. She says that “Hurricane Florence caused
massive flooding in our area and allowed the fish to travel far from
their natural habitat, stranding them on the interstate when waters
receded. [...] When the firefighters arrived, they couldn’t quite tell
what was shimmering on the asphalt. The storm killed more than
40 people, forced road and school closures across the coastal
Southeast and has caused tens of billions of dollars in damage.
Read more at The Washington Post.
Credit: Penderlea Fire Department
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SPOTLIGHT ON INDIGENOUS
HEALTH:100,000 AFRICANS DIE FROM FAKE
MEDS EACH YEAR. CAN SHE SAVE THEM?

Before Vivian Nwakah had gotten her driver’s license, she relied on
a friend to drive her around. One day, after being diagnosed with
malaria, that friend died — not from the disease, but from the fake
malaria medication he was taking. In 2017, Nwakah launched
Medsaf to help tackle the counterfeit medicines that run rampant
in Nigeria. About 17% of Nigeria’s generic drug supply was fake in
2015, down from 40% in 2001, according to government data.
Improved technology has helped. Yet roughly 116,000 deaths per
year in sub-Sarahan Africa are linked to counterfeit or substandard
anti-malaria drugs alone. Because Nigeria accounts for more than
60% of the drug supply in West Africa, the counterfeit drug
problem extends far beyond its borders. Since its launch, Medsaf
has partnered with more than 500 pharmacies and close to 100
hospitals to sell safe medication around the country.
Read more at OZY.
Credit: Procsilas Mosca via Flickr

HOW A NEW VACCINE COULD SAVE CATTLE HERDS
– AND LIVELIHOODS

In sub-Saharan Africa, contagious bovine pleuropneumonia (CBPP)
or “lung plague,” causes more than US$60 million in annual losses
to cattle owners and affects the livelihoods of 24 million cattle
producers. Although infected animals can be treated with
antibiotics, they can be hard to come by. They often come from
illegal sources and are of poor quality, resulting in ineffective
treatments and antibiotic resistance. The quickest and most
effective way to control lung plague is to cull the infected animals.
Working with researchers in Kenya, University of Saskatchewan has
developed a new vaccine to better fight the spread of lung plague. It
has been licensed for production by a vaccine manufacturer in
Kenya and is currently under production for testing in field trials
using large numbers of cattle.
Read more at University of Saskatchewan.
Credit: W. Robert Moore

CANADA IS NOT DOING ENOUGH TO
PROTECT ITS CHILDREN

A new study shows that Canada’s children have the highest
rates of suicide, child abuse and infant mortality. One out
of every three or four children experience physical or
sexual abuse, leading to mental illness, addiction and
suicide. There are other experiences that add to the health
risks children face such as witnessing family violence, too
depressed and intoxicated parents to provide care, hunger,
insults and treats from adults. These harms are known as
adverse childhood experiences (ACEs). 40% of adult mental
illness is due to ACEs. In addition to shortening life, the
effect of ACEs on heart disease, stroke, respiratory disease
and cancer is large and largely unrecognized. Bill S-206,
which would repeal the exception in our assault laws for
teachers and parents who use force as a means of
correction, has passed a second reading.
Read more at Press Reader.
Credit: J carter, Pexels
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‘OVERTOURISM’ WORRIES EUROPE. HOW MUCH
DID TECHNOLOGY HELP GET US THERE?

Every summer, the number of tourists in most popular European
destinations outnumber locals by many multiples. Across the
world, travel is becoming a more widely shared pastime.
International trips were up 6% in the first half of the year,
surpassing experts’ forecasts. The world’s most popular
destinations cannot expand to accommodate an infinite flood of
visitors. Advocates of curbing tourism say too many visitors are
altering the character of historic cities. Over the last few decades,
innovations in aviation significantly reduced the cost of flying.
Bigger cruise ships capable of holding many thousands of
passengers now take entire floating cities to coastal ports. Then
there are the many splendors enabled by the internet, among
them online booking, local reviews, smartphone mapping, and
ride-hailing and home-sharing. Finally, as in almost every other
issue these days, there is the influence of social media.
Read more at The New York Times.
Credit: David Zakus

SPOTLIGHT ON POLICY:

CHINA’S PEAKING EMISSIONS AND THE FUTURE OF
GLOBAL CLIMATE POLICY

China committed in the 2015 Paris Agreement to reach peak carbon emissions
around 2030, and meanwhile to increase the non-fossil share of its primary
energy to 20%. The Chinese government has supported the Paris Agreement
and rigorously adhered to its Nationally Determined Contribution (NDC) by
setting and strengthening the domestic policy targets for an earlier peak and
faster reduction. Within weeks of the Paris Agreement taking effect in 2016,
the Chinese government issued its National Strategy on Energy Production and
Consumption Revolution (2016-2030), specifying its targets for energy
consumption and non-fossil energy in 2030. Encouragingly, China’s energy and
environmental policies have already delivered many results. For instance, coal
consumption has been capped to mitigate greenhouse gas emissions and to
control air pollution. The credibility of the targets China continues to set is
supported not only by this track record, but largely guaranteed by the system
of policy implementation.
Read more at Brookings.

Credit: picture-alliance/AP Photo/Chinatopix

SPOTLIGHT ON INDIGENOUS HEALTH:
WOMEN RISING FOR THE EARTH

There are many Indigenous women across the world who have a
long history of rising up to protect and defend forests, water,
seeds, land, future generations, and now, our climate. From the
heart of the ongoing Standing Rock movement to struggles to
protect the Boreal, Amazon, and Congo Basin forests, and
hundreds of places in between, women stand on the frontlines
of global efforts to defend the land and heal our world. In every
sector from renewable energy initiatives and fossil fuel
divestment campaigns, to agroecology and urban sustainability
projects — women are at the helm, working to change
humanity’s current destructive trajectory. Yet, our voices often
go unheard. This norm is not surprising given gender
discrimination, and the systemic violations of women’s human
rights that occur around the world, and that also manifests in
women being disproportionately impacted by climate change.
Read more at Earth Island.
Credit: Kristen Tregenza
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“I am “a living manifestation of possibility –
90% of children with a disability across the
developing world don’t have access to
education … I don’t want us to just have the
ramp, I want us to have the whole building.”
Eddie Ndopu - was diagnosed with spinal
muscular atrophy when he was two. His
mother was told he wouldn’t live past five.
But he defied the doctors and now aged 27
insists no child with a disability should be left
behind. He became the first African with a
disability to graduate from Oxford University.
He has just become a global ambassador for
humanity and inclusion.
Read more at The Guardian.
Credit: Anthony Bila

EVENTSTABLE
DATES
Oct.
8th-12th

CONFERENCE

LOCATION

5th Global Symposium on Health Systems
Research

Liverpool
England

REGISTER
http://healthsystemsresearch.org/

Oct.
13th-16th

Citizens’ Climate Lobby Canada’s 2018 National
Conference and Lobby Days

Ottawa
Canada

https://canada.citizensclimatelobby.org/65
00-2/

Oct. 18th

Integrative Health Institute Conference

Edmonton
Canada

https://www.ualberta.ca/integrative-health
-institute

Astana
Kazakhstan

http://www.who.int/primary-health/en/

Oct.
25th-26th

Global Conference on Primary Health Care

Nov.
6th-13th

Course announcement: The Struggle for
Health

Savar
Bangladesh

https://iphu.org/en/announcement/iphu-s
avar2018

Nov.
8th-9th

Workshop: Rules of the Road 2.0

Washington
USA

https://www.cugh.org/events/workshop-ru
les-road-20

Nov.
15th-19th

4th People’s Health Assembly

Dhaka
Bangladesh

https://archive.phmovement.org/en/node/
10805

Nov.
19th-21st

Canadian Conference on Global Health

Toronto
Canada

https://archive.phmovement.org/en/node/
10805

Mar.
8th-10th

10th annual CUGH Conference - Translation and
Implementation for impact in Global Health

Chicago
USA

Panel and Abstract proposal deadline - Au
gust 25, 2018

Mar.
20th-22nd

2019 Climate Leadership Conference and
Awards

Baltimore
USA

https://www.climateleadershipconference.
org/

CONNECT WITH
Planetary Health Weekly
@PlanetaryWeeky

@PlanetaryHealthWeeky
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SPOTLIGHT ON MEDIA:
RISE: FROM ONE ISLAND TO
ANOTHER

Credit: 350.org

Watch this poetic expedition between two islanders, one from the Marshall Islands and one
from Kalaallit Nunaat (Greenland), connecting their realities of melting glaciers and rising
sea levels. Kathy Jetn# il-Kijiner and Aka Nivia( na use their poetry to showcase the linkages
between their homelands in the face of climate change. Through this video we get a glimpse
at how large, and yet so small and interdependent our world is.
The science behind climate change and its causes has been clear for decades. And yet, it has
not been enough to drive the change we need to see in order to salvage our planet. They
hope this poem can spark the emotion and drive needed for more people to rise and take
action.
This is an invitation to take six minutes to watch this film, unplug from your daily
distractions, immerse yourself in the beauty of our shared home, and let the poetry heal.
Watch the clip at 350.org.
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“IT’S A TRADITION OF NAMING
INJUSTICE”: AN ORAL HISTORY OF
THE SOCIAL DETERMINANTS
OF HEALTH – CANADIAN
REFLECTIONS, 1960S – PRESENT

Credit: rawpixels.com, Pexels

The ‘social determinants of health’ (SDOH) approach in Canada is widely
acknowledged as having emerged through contributions such as the 1974 Lalonde
Report and the 1986 Ottawa Charter. Drawing on original oral histories, this history is
presented through the reflections of past and present leaders in Canadian public
health. Through this rich information, three phases in the recent history of the SDOH
are presented, from a social awareness (1960s-1970s, when participants underwent
training and gained exposure to social and health inequities), to a loose collection of
theoretical and empirical concepts (1970s-1990s, when the evidence base on health
inequities and the mechanisms behind them began to solidify), to a distinct research
approach (2000s-present, when high profile events led to acceptance of the SDOH
approach) that encompassed the spirit of its previous iterations. This paper is
important for health researchers and professionals, decision-makers, and trainees as
they contemplate their own role in this ongoing history.
Read more at Science Direct.
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YOUR NEXT VACATION: HAND-REARING
BABY PENGUINS

Credit: Sanccob

SANCCOB, in South Africa, relies on overseas volunteers to do much of its work,
which is great news for average folk who want to make a real difference to the
future of endangered seabirds. Volunteering ain’t easy and the work is far
smellier than you can imagine. But the incredible views of Table Mountain, spied
across a wild wetland that’s home to flamingos and pelicans, and the lifelong
relationships forged more than make up for any hardship. SANCCOB is on a
mission to reverse the decline of seabird populations through the rescue,
rehabilitation and release of birds in need — especially endangered species like
the Cape cormorant and the African Penguin. The knee-high penguins, which
weigh in at about 6 pounds, have seen their numbers plummet from around 4
million in the 19th century to only 45,000 today. The reasons for the decline are
complex. If you’re not able to spare six weeks to volunteer at SANCCOB, you can
always take an hour-long tour for $4.
Read more at OZY.
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TECH COMPANIES JOIN IN EFFORT TO
HELP PREVENT FAMINE

Credit: Rick Bajornas / U.N.

In an effort to harness technology to help prevent famines, the World Bank
partnered with global technology firms, U.N. agencies, and humanitarian
organizations to develop the Famine Action Mechanism, or FAM — the first global
mechanism that is dedicated to preventing future famines. Through a new model
called Artemis, it will use the predictive power of data as an early warning system
to identify when food crises might turn into famines — generating alerts for
funding and action plans by donors, governments and humanitarian agencies.
Last year, more than 20 million people faced famine in parts of Nigeria, Yemen,
Somalia, and South Sudan. Factors ranging from conflict to poverty to climate
change have contributed to 124 million people living in crisis levels of food
insecurity, leading to deaths, high assistance costs and the derailment of
development gains in poor countries. Figures such as these inspired this effort to
link data analytics with financing in order to help the humanitarian community
shift from being reactive to proactively using artificial intelligence and machine
learning for prediction, action, and prevention.
Read more at Devex.
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WELLS FARGO COMMITS $200 BILLION
TOWARDS SUSTAINABLE FINANCING

Credit: Shutterstock

Wells Fargo will provide $200 billion in financing through 2030 to businesses and
projects that support the transition to a low-carbon economy, CEO Tim Sloan
announced at a CEO Investor Forum in San Francisco.
More than 50% of the financing will be focused on companies and projects that
directly support the transition to a low-carbon economy, including clean
technologies, renewable energy, green bonds and alternative transportation. The
remainder of the financing will support companies and projects focused on
sustainable agriculture, recycling, conservation and other environmentally
beneficial activities. Wells Fargo is also committing to sector-leading transparency:
providing clear communications on wellsfargo.com about the types of transactions
that account for the $200 billion commitment, disclosing the carbon intensity of its
portfolio, and providing robust progress and impact reporting.
Read more at Wells Fargo Stories.
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EARLY JOB SEARCHES, INTERNSHIPS
AND EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVISM
LEADS TO GOOD JOBS

Credit: David Zakus

Results from an EAB survey of more than 6,000 recent graduates from five public universities show that students who
start their job searches at least six months before graduating, have a paid internship or join extracurricular
organizations are more likely to get a good job after graduating. However, the research firm said most students do not
participate in those activities.
For example, 34% of students started looking for a job between 6-12 months before graduation. Just 32% of surveyed
students had a paid internship, while 31% had participated in an academic student organization.
"Students are increasingly focused on the kind of job and salary they can get right out of school. And administrators
want to know what they can do to help students achieve their goals," Brandon Chinn, an EAB associate principal, said
in a written statement. "This survey underscores how important it is for students and schools to be purposeful and
proactive about career preparation. It also shows that too few students are doing so."
Read more at Inside Higher Ed.
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