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WHAT IF WE JUST BUY OFF BIG FOSSIL 
FUEL? A NOVEL PLAN TO MITIGATE THE 

CLIMATE CALAMITY 

As the nations of the world gathered in Poland to fret about the state 
of the climate, there’s an unpleasant truth that climate advocates have 
long refused to face: Big Fossil Fuel has beaten us. Big Carbon is the 
most powerful industry on earth, an empire as mighty as the greatest 
political empires in history. They can buy whole governments, not 
least ours or yours. In 2015 and 2016, the $354 million they spent on 
U.S. politicians and lobbyists yielded an 8,200% return in 
subsidies. Alas, the predictions have gotten worse since, far worse, 
and only immediate, profoundly deep, and extravagantly sweeping 
cuts in emissions can mitigate the worst of the coming cataclysm. The 
patient work of climate advocates can’t get it done in time. But here’s 
an idea that might. What if we pay Big Carbon to get out of fossils and 
get into renewables? Read More at Counter Punch 

IS GAZA FACING A SUPERBUG CRISIS? 
An epidemic of antibiotic-resistant bacteria is gripping the 
Palestinian territories, according to an investigative journalism 
project, leaving doctors fearful that it will spread to neighboring 
countries through aquifers — even without a human host. Medical 
experts fear that the problem is exacerbated by inadequate medical 
facilities in Gaza, where about 2,000 people were reportedly shot in 
the leg during May’s border protests against Israel, and nearly all 
patients have become infected. The medical charity Doctors Without 
Borders is attempting to establish a service with Gaza’s health 
ministry to develop targeted antibiotics.           

 Read More at OZY 
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BRAZIL’S PRESIDENT GIVES FARM 
MINISTRY POWERS ON INDIGENOUS 

LAND 

New Brazilian President Jair Bolsonaro issued an 
executive order making the Agriculture Ministry 
responsible for deciding on lands claimed by 
indigenous peoples, in a victory for agribusiness that 
will likely enrage environmentalists. Dinama  Tuxa , a 
member of Brazil’s Association of Indigenous Peoples, 
said many isolated communities viewed Bolsonaro’s 
administration with fear. “We are very afraid because 
Bolsonaro is attacking indigenous policies, rolling 
back environmental protections, authorizing the 
invasion of indigenous territories and endorsing 
violence against indigenous peoples.”                              
Read More at Reuters. 

SEE PERU'S PASTORURI GLACIER MELTING 
VIA DRONE-MOUNTED LEDS 
Photographer Reuben Wu has shot conceptual landscape 
photography in some of the world's most remote locations, but 
this shoot, part of a mini-documentary about Wu's photography 
done as part of an ad campaign, gave him the opportunity to 
highlight global warming by photographing a fast-receding 
glacier, one of the last in South America. "There were parts of the 
glacier where you could see evidence of pretty extreme 
breakdown and melting of the snow," Wu says. "Parts of the 
glacier no longer had the epic, jagged chunks of ice." The resulting 
photographs reveal a forbidding, alien landscape bathed in a 
mysterious blue glow. It's a landscape that is changing, according 
to Wu, who has been monitoring the glacier's disintegration 
through the Instagram posts of tourists. "In 10 years I think it will 
probably be gone." Read More at Wired 

100 CITIES AGREE: 100% CLEAN ENERGY FOR ALL 

Let’s celebrate a major campaign milestone: 100 cities and towns 
across the United States have committed to transition to 100% clean, 
renewable energy for all, as Cincinnati, Ohio joins the ranks of 
communities ready for 100% as city #100. The momentum that 
propelled us toward this milestone reflects the breadth of support for 
clean energy, and the accomplishment of reaching 100 belongs to 
everyone. Some still ask: why was this -- the goal of creating a 100% 
renewable energy future that works for everyone that majorities 
support and makes utilities take note -- the idea that took off? The 
answer is that a bold vision for a healthy and affordable energy future -- 
a solution to replace the injustices of the fossil fuel economy with a 
more equitable and democratic system of energy production – is what 
the majority want. This is just the first mile in a marathon fight for a 
more environmentally, economically and racially just energy system. 
Read More at Sierra Club 

Credit: Jodie Van Horn  
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DEFINING PRIORITY MEDICAL DEVICES FOR CANCER 

MANAGEMENT: A WHO INITIATIVE  

The Medical devices are indispensable for cancer management across 
the entire cancer care continuum, yet many existing medical 
interventions are not equally accessible to the global population, 
contributing to disparate mortality rates between countries with 
different income levels. Improved access to priority medical 
technologies is required to implement universal health coverage and 
deliver high-quality cancer care. However, the selection of 
appropriate medical devices at all income and hospital levels has 
been difficult because of the extremely large number of devices 
needed for the full spectrum of cancer care; the wide variety of 
options within the medical device sector, ranging from small 
inexpensive disposable devices to sophisticated diagnostic imaging 
and treatment units; and insufficient in-country expertise.              
Read More at The Lancet  

UNIVERSAL HEALTH COVERAGE IN INDONESIA: 

CONCEPT, PROGRESS AND CHALLENGES 

From 1960 to 2001, the centralised health system of Indonesia made 
gains as medical care infrastructure grew from virtually no primary 
health centres to 20,900. Life expectancy improved from 48 to 69 years, 
infant mortality decreased from 76 deaths/1000 livebirths to 23/1000, 
and the total fertility rate decreased from 5.61 to 2.11. However, gains 
across the country were starkly uneven with major health gaps, such as 
the stagnant maternal mortality of around 300 deaths per 100 000 
livebirths, and minimal change in neonatal mortality. The centralised 
one size fits all approach did not address the complexity and diversity in 
population density and dispersion across islands. The novel UHC system 
introduced in 2014 focused on accommodating diversity with flexible 
and adaptive implementation features and quick evidence-driven 
decisions based on changing needs. The UHC system grew rapidly and 
covers 203 million people, and is the largest single-payer scheme in the 
world. Read More at The Lancet 

U.S. POPULATION GROWTH HITS 80-YEAR 
LOW, CAPPING OFF A YEAR OF 

DEMOGRAPHIC STAGNATION 

The U.S. population growth rate of 0.62% for 2017-2018 is the lowest 
registered in 80 years. While the nation’s growth rate varied through 
wars, economic upheavals, baby booms and baby busts, the current 
rate reflects a further dip. The downward growth trends initially 
reflected declines in immigration as well as lower natural increase (the 
excess of births over deaths) because the economy was down. But over 
the past few years, as immigration gained slight momentum, reduced 
natural increase was more responsible for the overall decline in 
population growth—as it dropped from 1.6 million in 2000-2001 to 
just above 1 million in 2017-2018. There were fewer births than in 
recent decades and more deaths than in earlier years. These census 
estimates put an exclamation point on what citizens should be 
preparing for as the country ages and grows less rapidly from natural 
increase. Read More at Brookings. 

Credit: The INNOVA Group 
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https://www.brookings.edu/blog/the-avenue/2018/12/21/us-population-growth-hits-80-year-low-capping-off-a-year-of-demographic-stagnation/?utm_campaign=Brookings%20Brief&utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&utm_content=68643017
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THE MOST IMPORTANT ENVIRONMENTAL STORIES OF 2018 

It’s time for Sierra magazine’s annual roundup of the most important environmental stories 
of the past year. Sure, some of the stories here came via front-page headlines and attracted a 
lot of clicks. Here are the major environmental stories of 2018, as curated by Sierra editors 
and the leadership of the Sierra Club.  

1. Climate Scientists Bang the Alarm Bell 

2. Climate-Related Disasters Keep A’Comin  

3. Trump Administration Continues Kamikaze Mission Against the Planet  

4. Election 2018: Environmental Champions Take Statehouses and House of      
Representatives   

5. Climate Lawsuits Pile Up Around the Globe  

6. Keep It in the Ground Movement Plugs Oil and Gas Pipelines  

7. Wind and Solar Energy Continue to Drop in Price 

8. Jair Bolsonaro Wins Brazilian Presidency 

9. Wildlife on the Brink  

10. Pruitt Booted, Zinke Skedaddles. Read More at Sierra Club 

SPOTLIGHT ON INDIGENOUS WELLNESS: 

CARE AS COLONIALISM: IMMIGRANT HEALTH 

WORKERS AT CANADA’S FRONTIERS  

Canadian healthcare, as elsewhere in the Global North, has long relied on 
migrant labour. Most notably, the Philippines has been a primary source 
of caring labourers for the affluent classes around the globe across a vast 
spectrum of work—from domestic workers to nurses. Medicine itself, as 
the dominant profession in the hierarchy of care, is more strictly 
controlled for migrants. Nevertheless, about one quarter of Canada’s 
physicians today are foreign-trained, just slightly above the general 
proportion of immigrants in the country. Participating in work to protect 
the land is also important for those who work for health, knowing so 
much of illness is determined in the environments in which we live well 
before arriving at the clinic. Few movements have comprehensively 
worked in solidarity with Indigenous peoples confronting medical 
colonialism in Canada today.  

Read More at Upping The Anti 

 

SPOTLIGHT ON POLICY: 

U.S. PRESIDENT RELAXES COAL EMISSIONS 
STANDARDS (AGAIN) OVER HOLIDAY WEEK 

In a statement releasing the new proposal, Acting EPA Administrator 
Andrew Wheeler said, "it is not ‘appropriate and necessary’ to regulate 
HAP (Hazardous Air Pollution) emissions from coal- and oil-fired 
power plants... because the costs of such regulation grossly outweigh 
the quantified HAP benefits.” Wheeler is a former coal industry 
lobbyist. The statement also said that some "unquantified benefits" of 
reduced healthcare costs from lower mercury emissions were not 
enough to justify the standards. In a statement from the director of its 
Beyond Coal Campaign, Mary Anne Hitt, the Sierra Club said, "Virtually 
every coal plant in the U.S. has already met this lifesaving standard, 
and now Trump is recklessly trying to roll it back.... The policy Andrew 
Wheeler and Donald Trump proposed today means more pregnant 
women, young children, and the elderly will be exposed to deadly 
neurotoxins and poisons, just so wealthy coal and oil barons can make 
a few extra bucks." Read More at Green Car Reports 

Credit:  CHRIS-MUELLER/ISTOCK  

Credit: U.S. Senate  

Credit: Monkey Business/Shuttershock 

https://www.sierraclub.org/sierra/most-important-environmental-stories-2018?utm_source=insider&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=newsletter
http://uppingtheanti.org/journal/article/19-care-as-colonialism?fbclid=IwAR3ywtQnByRLkXfkTFopspReDbiNeuNtbuEE5ouyJ21rDKUNi31gpy_A_Ng
https://www.greencarreports.com/news/1120690_trump-relaxes-coal-emissions-standards-again-over-holiday-week
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CONNECT WITH 
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@PlanetaryWeeky @PlanetaryHealthWeeky Planetary Health Weekly 

DATE CONFERENCE LOCATION REGISTER 

Mar.           

 8th-10th  

10th Annual CUGH Conference—Translation and 

Implementation  for Impact in Global Health 

Chicago            

USA 

https://www.cugh.org/events/2019-annual-

cugh-global-health-conference 

Mar.  

20th -22nd 

2019 Climate Leadership Conference and  

Awards 

Baltimore  

USA 
https://www.climateleadershipconference.org/ 

Apr. 30th- 

May 2nd  
Public Health 2019 (CPHA) 

Ottawa  

Canada 

https://www.cpha.ca/public-health-2019-

program 

May  

13th - 15th 

Canadian Society for Epidemiology and                

Biostatistics (CSEB): 2019 Biennial Conference 

Ottawa  

Canada 
https://cseb.ca/conferences/2019-conference/ 

May 

22nd-24th 

3rd International Integrative Nursing                      

Symposium 

Galway  

Ireland 

https://

www.integrativenursingsymposium.com/ 

June         

10th-2st 

5th McGill Summer Institute in 

Infectious Diseases and Global Health 

Montreal  

Canada 
http://mcgill-idgh.ca 

QUOTE OF THE WEEK 

Credit: Hoover Institution 

“While the difference between two 
degrees and 3.2 degrees C of warming 
may seem negligible, it’s not. During 
the last ice age the planet was only six 
degrees cooler than its preindustrial 
average.” 

Rachel Warren, Professor of global 
change and environmental biology, at 
the Tyndall Centre at the University of 
East Anglia, UK and co-Author of the Sep-
tember, 2018 IPCC Special Report. 

Read More at Tyndall  

QUOTE OF THE WEEK 

Credit: Tyndall Centre for Climate Change Research 
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Health Everyday Abolitionist is designed to share what I’ve learned on specific topics. I want to help people be 
better informed and feel less isolated, to move from initial reactions to interconnected involvement, to move 
beyond awareness to taking informed action, addressing specific aspects of modern slavery/human trafficking. 
This book is not primarily to raise awareness, though that may be a natural result of reading it, nor is it to 
explain human trafficking, to cover the statistics or to give an overview of the scope of modern slavery 
including specific instances and stories.  

Three books, Disposable People by Kevin Bales, Sex Trafficking by Siddharth Kara and Not For Sale by David 
Batstone, are all excellent resources if that is what you’re looking for. The aim of this book is to help everyday 
people move from human trafficking awareness to informed and empowered to take specific actions to stop 
modern slavery. Everyday Abolitionist covers specific topics related to modern slavery/human trafficking to 
help people understand various emotions they may experience, learn about potential pitfalls and discover 
specifically what they can do to help stop modern slavery/human trafficking.  

Read More at Freedom United 
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SPOTLIGHT ON MEDIA: 

FREE EBOOK:                      

EVERYDAY ABOLITIONIST 

Credit: Tate Johnston  

https://www.freedomunited.org/advocate/free-ebook-everyday-abolitionist/?trk_msg=02UAH7G4O8HK39OEKKQIL77N84&trk_contact=B4KSDPH32518L3C4BCLQQEIL0K&trk_sid=SMJ87SK6CEAPF0T8K198DFTEMO&utm_source=Listrak&utm_medium=email&utm_term=Get+you+FREE+copy+here!&utm_camp
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FYI 2 
 COLLEGE OF FAMILY PHYSICIANS 

OF CANADA EPANEL REPORT: 
SOCIAL DETERMINANTS OF 

HEALTH MEMBER STATISTICS 

This survey focused on Social Determinants of Health (SDOH). SDOH refers to conditions in which 
people are born, grow, life, work and age that ultimately have an impact on their health. These 
include: Income, education, employment and working conditions, early childhood development, race, 
gender, sexuality, food insecurity, housing, aboriginal status and disability. 456 ePanel members 
completed the survey (41% response rate). 95% provide direct patient care.  

All ePanel members advise patients on lifestyle modifications to improve health. More than half were 
somewhat aware of resources in the community to assist disadvantaged populations (support 
programs, shelters, food banks). 87% assess the potential impact of social determinants of health on 
patients’ well-being. 60% believe CFPC should have a significant role in advocating for government 
policies that address the impacts of social determinants of health. Many also believed there should be 
more information on available local support services (shelters, support groups).  

Read More at CFPC ePanel 

 

Credit: CFPC News  

https://www.cfpc.ca/uploadedFiles/Health_Policy/_PDFs/ePanel%203_2016%20SDOH%20Final.PDF


 

FYI 3 
JAPAN WILL RESUME 

COMMERCIAL WHALING.         

GET THE FACTS 

 Japan has decided to withdraw from the International Whaling Commission (IWC) and resume 
whaling in its coastal waters. The commission, with 89 member governments, was established in 1946 
to conserve whales and manage whaling around the world. It banned commercial whaling in 1986. 
According to Astrid Fuchs, whaling program manager for the U.K.-based nonprofit Whale and Dolphin 
Conservation, who spoke to National Geographic before the news was confirmed, Japan ’s withdrawal 
would primarily be a political move, sending the message that the country can use the oceans as they 
please.  

By Japan withdrawing from the commission, it will face no formal consequences, but other countries 
could take matters into their own hands and impose sanctions—for example, by denying Japan access 
to fishing in their waters. It also means that Japan would no longer be a part of the international 
dialogue on whaling. “As we become an increasingly global community, it’s better to have everyone at 
the table, even if you disagree, and just to continue to work,” Barefoot says. “These are global issues 
we’re addressing, and we need to address them together.” 

 Read More at National Geographic 
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Credit: Kyodo News, Getty  

https://relay.nationalgeographic.com/proxy/distribution/public/amp/animals/2018/12/japan-considers-leaving-international-whaling-commission
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Anak Krakatau began showing increased signs of volcanic activity since June last year. But it 
was last month that volcanic activity from Anak Krakatau is believed to have set off undersea 
landslides, triggering a tsunami that has killed at least 430 people so far. According to the 
WWF, Vietnam's last Javan rhino was poached in 2010.  

"As there are no Javan rhinos in captivity anywhere in the world, should we lose this 
population, we've essentially lost the entire species," said Nicola Loweth, a WWF officer in a 
statement about the rhinos in Indonesia. The plan to move to the Cikepuh Wildlife Reserve 
appears to have stalled, but after the recent tsunami officials are once again moving with 
urgency.  

Read More at BBC 

ANAK KRAKATAU: HOW A TSUNAMI 
COULD WIPE OUT THE LAST JAVAN 

RHINOS 
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Credit: WWF  

https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-46691120


 

The Fourth National Climate Assessment — the work of 13 federal agencies and more than 350 
scientists, including me — is clear: The Earth is warming faster than at any time in human history, and 
we’re the ones causing it. Climate change is already affecting people, and the more carbon we produce, 
the more dangerous the effects over the coming century. Nevertheless, many people continue to 
believe and propagate some misleading myths. Here are the five I hear most frequently.  

1. Climate scientists are in it for the money.  

2. The climate has changed before. It's just a natural cycle.  

3. Climate scientists are split on whether it's real.  

4. Climate change won't affect me.  

5. It's cold outside — global warming can't be real.  

Read More at Washington Post 
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CHANGE 
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Credit: Astrid Riecken/Getty Images  

https://www.washingtonpost.com/outlook/five-myths/five-myths-about-climate-change/2018/11/30/9fba233a-f428-11e8-bc79-68604ed88993_story.html?utm_term=.027bcd5d6eff


 

FYI 6  

Canada’s employers find that graduates lack advanced human skills like social and emotional 
intelligence, according to a new report from the Conference Board of Canada. The report also 
finds that business schools face significant difficulty in incorporating human skills training in 
classroom curricula, owing to challenges around assessing learning outcomes and meeting 
accreditation standards.  

The report notes that currently, “most human skills training happens outside the classroom, in 
the form of extracurricular, non-credit initiatives,” but adds that moving forward, it will be 
imperative for Canada’s schools to find new and innovative ways to bring human skills training 
into the classroom.  

Read More at The Conference Board of Canada 
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ARE CANADA’S SCHOOLS 
TEACHING SOCIAL AND 

EMOTIONAL SKILLS? 

Credit:  Getty Images  

https://www.conferenceboard.ca/docs/default-source/education/9999_bschools-rpt.pdf?sfvrsn=d84d4313_2&utm_source=Academica+Top+Ten&utm_campaign=1576196766-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2018_12_13_03_50&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_b4928536cf-1576196766-51605149&AspxAutoDetect
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