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THE OPTIMISTIC ACTIVISTS FOR A GREEN NEW DEAL:
INSIDE THE YOUTH-LED SINGING SUNRISE
MOVEMENT

In mid-December, 2018, approximately 800 youths who were part of an
environmental movement called Sunrise were in Washington, D.C..
Over a year and a half ago, Sunrise was founded by approximately 12 or
so youths in their 20s. This group of youth were in Washington to
pressure their congressional representatives on the issue of climate
change. These young people lobby the incoming Democratic majority to
start working on a Green New Deal to transform the United States
economy carbon neutral. When they began its campaign for the Green
New Deal, 200 activists were at Nancy Pelosi’s office a week after the
midterm elections. Like other activist movements of their generation,
they see their cause to address the consequences of climate change to
be interconnected to broader economic and social inequality issues.
Read more at The New Yorker.
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GOOGLE OFFERS A PAIR OF APPS TO HELP THE DEAF
COMMUNITY
Google launched two new mobile apps, Live Transcribe and Sound
Amplifier. These two apps are for 466 million people who are deaf or
hard of hearing. The Live Transcribe app uses Google’s cloud-based,
speech-to-text intelligence to provide text representations of spoken
conversations as they take place. The Sound Amplifier depends on an
Android-based dynamic audio processing effect to make speech and
other sounds easier to hear. Since the age of 1, Google research
scientist Dimitri Kanevsky has been deaf. He emphatically described
how challenging and expensive it is to organize real-time transcriptions
of conversations for those who are deaf. As a result, this tool provides
people easier access to this type of technology. However, the
capabilities in these new apps won’t be built directly into settings on
both Android and Apple’s iOS unlike other accessibility features.
Read more at The Wired.
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US UNDERWENT A QUIET CLEAN ENERGY
REVOLUTION LAST YEAR

There has been a major shift in the public perception of
U.S. clean energy. Based on a recent survey, 70% of
those who were surveyed felt that America should
produce 100% of its electricity from renewable energy
sources while more than 50% of respondents believed
that renewable energy was a good idea even if this
means higher energy bills. This change in perception
may be a result of the changes to the U.S. energy
industry. Last year, there was a unprecedented growth in
renewable energy purchasing, development and
commitments in the United States.
Read more at Solar Daily.
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MELTING HIMALAYAN GLACIERS: A
BIG DROP IN A BUCKET THAT’S
ALREADY FULL

A new report warned that even if global warming
is held at 1.5C, one third of the glaciers in the
Hindu Kush-Himalaya (HKH) region will still be
lost. The HKH region is home to the tallest
mountains on Earth, and the source of rivers for
nearly 2 billion people. These rivers being a
source of water for agriculture with water and
sediments that fertilise soils in valleys and the
floodplain. In addition, some of these rivers are
culturally significant such as the Ganges (or
Ganga), which is personified in Hinduism as the
goddess Gaṅgā. For much of Himalayas, rain falls
mostly during the monsoon, which leads to
heavy rain and even floods, like the one in 2013
in northern India, forcing more than 110, 000
people to evacuate from their home.
Read more at The Conversation.
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TASMAN GLACIER: HUGE ICE
CHUNKS BREAK OFF NEW ZEALAND
GLACIER

There have been large chunks of ice that have
broken off New Zealand’s largest glacier, the
Tasman Glacier. These pieces of ice have filled up
at least 25% of the meltwater lake at the foot of
the glacier in the Aoraki/Mount Cook National
Park. The lake began to form in the 1970s as the
glacier rapidly retreated, which believed that
global warming was one of the major
contributors. In the last half a decade, one of the
most significant event on the Tasman is a tidal
that surge up to 6.5 feet high that damaged a
lake jetty and lifted a boat trailer upside down
onto another trailer.
Read more at BBC News.
Credit: Richard Bottomley
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WHO WARNS OF 'BACKSLIDING' IN MEASLES
FIGHT AS CASES SOAR

The World Health Organization warned that efforts to end
the spread of measles were regressing, with case numbers
worldwide to be approximately 50% last year. The UN health
agency pointed to preliminary data that exemplify the trend
of resurgent measles cases at a global level, including in
higher income countries. Katherine O'Brien, WHO's Director
of Immunisation, Vaccines and Biologicals remarked that
there were less than than 10% of actual measles cases being
reported. There are approximately 29,000 cases reported
this year yet last year, 170,000 were reported, causing about
136,000 global deaths. Although measles is a highly
contagious vaccine, which can cause severe diarrhoea,
pneumonia and vision loss, it can be prevented.
Read more at ETHealthworld.
See Also:
Anti-vaxx propaganda has gone viral on Facebook. Pinterest
has a cure.
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SIERRA LEONE'S PRESIDENT
DECLARES 'RAPE SCOURGE' A
NATIONAL EMERGENCY

In Sierra Leone, a girl was rape by her uncle,
which led to the rallying of a campaign that
drove President Julius Maada Bio to declare the
prevalence of sexual violence a national
emergency. Until now, a sexually-motivated
crime has a maximum penalty of 15 years in
prison. There have been a few cases where
prosecution took place. After months of
campaigning by activists, President Julius Maada
Bio announced that those who were convicted
of sexual offences against minors would face life
in prison. According to statistics from police, the
number of reported cases of sexual and genderbased violence almost doubled last year to
more than 8,500. Of the 8,500 cases, one of the
cases involved a minor.
Read more at Reuters.
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A FLAWED CONSTRUCT? UNDERSTANDING AND UNPICKING
THE CONCEPT OF RESILIENCE IN THE CONTEXT OF ECONOMIC
HARDSHIP
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Social scientists and (social) policy makers have been using the construct of resilience
more towards individual resilience to economic hardship. In the literature, there are
unanswered questions such as if it was an an attribute or a process; the extent to
which resilience is a positive phenomenon; the magnitude to which individuals living
in economic hardship have agency; and, if there is limitations. The article determine
that resilience was a negative experience for participants of the study despite the
participants showing several positive attributes. However, they were usually unable to
exercise 'positive', transformative agency due to limited availability in choices and
pernicious in nature. In conclusion, the article remarks that the construct of resilience
is not a helpful analytical tool for assessing the experiences of people living in
economic hardship.
Read more at Sheffield Hallam University Research Archive.
See Also:
Global Resilience Partnership.
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THE TRUTH ABOUT BIG OIL AND CLIMATE CHANGE
While the US is considered the world’s largest economy, it is also
second biggest polluter. With extreme weather becoming more
frequent, it is evident that climate change is harder to ignore.
While there were wildfires that scorched California, there were
parts of Chicago that was even colder than parts of the planet
Mars. In 2018, 73% of Americans that Yale University polled
believed that climate change is real. The left of the Democratic
Party wants to put a “Green New Deal” in the 2020 election. The
private sector is also adapting with approximately 20 coal mines
shut down in 2018 and fund managers are encouraging firms to be
more environmentally friendly. However, the demand for oil
continues to rise and the energy industry, both in America and
around the world, is planning multi-trillion-dollar investments to
satisfy it.
Read more at The Economist.
Credit: Luca D’Urbino

SPOTLIGHT ON POLICY:

PLASTIC BANS WORLDWIDE WILL
DENT OIL DEMAND GROWTH

According to BP, there have been bans on single
use plastic items globally, which will leave a dent
on the growth in oil demand over the next 20
years. However, the UK-headquartered oil and gas
firm expects that the global hunger for crude will
continue to grow and will plateau around the late
2030s. Although Theresa May has branded plastic
waste as an environmental scourge, and MPs have
called not only charges on plastic bags but
disposable coffee cups also. However, single use
plastics only accounts for approximately 15% of all
non-combusted oil, which is used for
petrochemicals, an industry that BP believes to be
a significant contributor of global growth in crude
demand. BP’s energy outlook report predicts
demand to be peaking at about 110m barrels per
day between 2035 and 2040, which is an increase
from around 97mb/d today.
Read more at The Guardian.
Credit: imageBROKER/REX/Shutterstock

SPOTLIGHT ON INDIGENOUS WELLNESS:

CLOSING THE GAP FOR ABORIGINAL HEALTH

Credit: Don Arnold/Getty Images
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The last Closing the Gap report on Aboriginal people in Australia
showed little progress. Last year, only 2 of 7 targets that aim to
reduce inequalities for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples
on health, education, and employment were on track. A decade
after the launch of the initiative, the life expectancy at birth is 71·6
years for Indigenous men and 75·6 years for Indigenous women,
which is a difference of 8·6 years and 7·8 years, respectively, when
compared to non-Indigenous Australians. This week, the
government committed to partnerships with Aboriginal groups; a
whole of government approach; more accountability and
transparency; and offering space for Aboriginal to have a voice. In
addition to these commitments, broader social changes are also
required.
Read more at The Lancet.

"Digital technologies are not just the
latest trend - they are a vital tool for
strengthening primary care, achieving
universal health coverage, and
achieving Sustainable Development
Goals."
Dr Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus,
Director-General of the WHO
Read more at ET Health world.
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EVENTS TABLE
DATES
Feb. 23rd –
Mar.
4th

CONFERENCE

LOCATION

Third Canada-Guatemala Knowledge Exchange

Guatemala

https://www.climateleadershipconference.org/

Mar. 6th

Transforming Health Systems Towards Universal
Healthcare

Mar. 7th

Webinar on Ethical Framework in Global Surgery

Toronto
Canada
Edmonton
Canada

Mar.
8th-10th

10th annual CUGH Conference - Translation and
Implementation for impact in Global Health

https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/transforming-health-sys
tems-towards-universal-healthcare-tickets-53973925
464
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe1DYZk
_AC5MpYc4PwmkEHLlxEx-BHg2BjtwmKK6PFSe_RI3w
/viewform
https://www.cugh.org/events/2019-annual-cugh-glo
bal-health-conference

Mar.
20th-22nd
March 25th29th
April
15th-17th
Apr. 30th –
May 2nd
May
7th-10th

2019 Climate Leadership Conference and
Awards
VI Global Conference on Family Farming

May
13th - 15th
May
22nd-24th
Jun.
6th - 9th
June
10th -21st

Integrative Mental Health Conference
Public Health 2019 (CPHA)
International Congress on Complementary
Medicine Research
Canadian Society for Epidemiology and
Biostatistics (CSEB): 2019 Biennial Conference
3rd International Integrative Nursing Symposium
CNIS Bethune Round Table in Global Surgery:
Ethics in Global Surgery
5th McGill Summer Institute in
Infectious Diseases and Global Health

Chicago
USA
Baltimore
USA
Derio-Bilbao, Spain
San Francisco
California
Ottawa
Canada
Brisbane
Australia

REGISTER

https://www.climateleadershipconference.org/
https://www.ruralforum.org/en/vi-conference/
presentation
https://integrativemedicine.arizona.edu/mentalhealt
h.html
https://www.cpha.ca/public-health-2019-program
http://iccmr2019.com/

Ottawa
Canada

https://cseb.ca/conferences/2019-conference/

Galway
Ireland
Edmonton
Canada
Montreal
Canada

https://www.climateleadershipconference.org/

June
14th - 16th

North American Refugee Health Conference

Toronto
Canada

Oct. 15th 18th

Global Symposium of Citizenship, Governance
and
Accountability in Health

New Delhi
India

https://bethuneroundtable.com/
http://mcgill-idgh.ca/
https://facmed.registration.med.utoronto.ca/portal/
events/reg/participantTypeSelection.do?method=loa
d&entityId=1469515
http://www.copasahglobalsymposium2019.net/
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SPOTLIGHT ON MEDIA

FYI 1

NEW BOOK NOT A SCIENTIST: HOW
POLITICIANS MISTAKE,
MISREPRESENT, AND UTTERLY
MANGLE SCIENCE BY DAVE
LEVITAN

Credit: Amazon.ca

The Butter-Up and Undercut. The Certain Uncertainty. The Straight-Up
Fabrication. In addition to these deceptive arguments, Dave Levitan
dismantles other arguments as well in probing and examining the
approach that elected officials attack scientific findings that do not align
with their political agendas.
Read more at Amazon.ca.
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FYI 2

TURN DOWN THE VOLUME: WHO
WARNS VS HARMFUL
SMARTPHONE USE

Credit: Michaela Rehle/Reuters

There are more than a billion young people risk damaging their hearing through
excessive use of audio devices, including smartphones in Geneva, Switzerland. In
a bid to protect hearing, the World Health Organization and International
Telecommunications Union announced a non-binding international standard for
the manufacture and use of audio devices. There are approximately 1.1 billion
youths (ages 12 to 35) who are at risk as a result of prolonged and excessive
exposure to loud sounds. As of now, there is approximately 466 million people
globally, including 34 million children, who suffer from disabling hearing loss.
Read more at Inquirer.net.
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FYI 3

EL NIÑO IS HERE: WHAT YOU
NEED TO KNOW

Credit: Animation/NASA

The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) declared that El
Nin8 o has officially returned. Although forecasters expect this to be a weak El Nin8 o,
people across United States will still feel its impact especially in wetter areas like
the southern part of the country. El Nin8 o is a part of a routine climate pattern that
takes place when sea surface temperatures in the tropical Pacific Ocean rise to
above-normal levels for an extended length of time, the temperature is 0.5 degrees
Celsius above normal, and there is often thunderstorm activity in the central and
eastern tropical Pacific.
Read more at AccuWeather.
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FYI 4

ALBERTA’S MEGA OIL
AND GAS LIABILITY
CRISIS, EXPLAINED

Credit: Tyson Cornfield

The Supreme Court of Canada recently ruled that any oil and gas companies that go
bankrupt must first clean up their abandoned wells before they pay their creditors. There is
an increasing indebted industry, crippled by low energy prices and growing costs, must
find up to $260 billion in order to clean up its inactive pipelines, wells, plants and oilsands
mines. Current permissive provincial regulations have added to the issue by only requiring
industry to allocate only $1.6 billion towards the work. As a result, there is the possibility of
leaving more than $200 billion in unfunded liabilities for taxpayers. Technically the 5-2
court decision will make it easier for provinces to keep insolvent companies from selling
assets to address the payments they owe their creditors while the taxpayers have to pay
their cleanup bill. Unfortunately, lower provincial court in Western Canada permitted
bankrupt firms to pay off their banks first and disregard their cleanup obligations under
provincial laws. As a result, a number of firms in Alberta left over 1,800 inactive wells and
the provincial regulator is responsible for more than $110 million worth of liabilities in the
past 3 years. Orphan Well Association, a provincial non-profit, Orphan Well Association
supported by annual $30-million industry aims to prevent taxpayers from paying the
cleanup bill. The provincial and federal government provided $300-million loan. Today,
there is a backlog of 3,000 wells (each well averages about $300,000 for plugging and
reclamation).
Read more at The Tyee.
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FYI 5

HOW TO CUT U.S. EMISSIONS FASTER?
DO WHAT THESE COUNTRIES ARE
DOING

Credit: Michel Euler/AP

According to Energy Innovation’s climate policy modeling, there are seven
policies that aim to reduce the greenhouse gas emissions in the United
States by approximately 29% below 2005 levels by 2025, and about 50% by
2050. Assuming these policies worked as intended, this would help the
country towards decarbonization to address global warming. However,
many of these policies would be politically challenging to implement but
modeling their impact allows the country to see the extent that they can
reduce their emissions by adopting certain more forceful practices from
around the world. The United Nations scientific panel believes that in order
to cut emissions quicker and deeper, the total global warming must be
below 2 degrees Celsius. To do this, they may take actions like increasing
carbon price, investing in advanced clean-energy technologies, retrofitting
older buildings, tackling air travel and shipping sectors, deploying carbon
capture systems, and strategies to restore forests and restricts methane and
nitrogen pollution from livestock and farming.
Read more at The New York Times.
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FYI 6

SPOTLIGHT ON EDUCATION:
2ND EDITION OF THE GLOBAL
HEALTH EDUCATION TOOL KIT
NOW AVAILABLE!

Credit: Consortium of Universities for Global Health

The second edition of the Consortium of Universities for Global Health Global Health
Education Competencies Tool Kit has been revised and updated. The Tool Kit
includes competencies, teaching strategies and relevant resources that provides
curricular content to support the competencies. The 2nd edition also include
annotated bibliographies for a lot of the competencies, which provides
supplementary explanation of the focus of a particular resource. All competencies
are peer-reviewed and added to a "user-friendly" platform.
Download the kit.
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Dean Steini Brown (with David Naylor)
Strategic Planning Retreat
Dalla Lana School of Public Health
Faculty Club, University of Toronto
February 20, 2019
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