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ONE MILLION SPECIES FACE EXTINCTION AND 
HUMANS WILL SUFFER AS A RESULT
According to a United Nations report, more plants and animals 
are threatened with extinction now than any other period in 
human history. Nature’s current rate of decline is unparalleled, 
and the accelerating rate of extinctions “means grave impacts 
on people around the world are now likely.” In a prepared 
statement, Robert Watson, a British chemist who served as the 
panel’s chairman, said the decline in biodiversity is eroding 
“the foundations of our economies, livelihoods, food security, 
health and quality of life worldwide.”
Read more at The Washington Post

NORTH AMERICAN DRILLING BOOM THREATENS BIG 
BLOW TO CLIMATE EFFORTS
More than half of the world’s new oil and gas pipelines are located in 
North America, with a boom in US oil and gas drilling set to deliver a 
major blow to efforts to slow climate change, a new report has found. 
In the US alone, the natural-gas output enabled by the pipelines 
would result in an additional 559m tons of planet-warming carbon 
dioxide each year by 2040, above 2017 levels, according to Global 
Energy Monitor, citing International Energy Agency figures. New gas 
pipelines outnumber oil pipelines by about four to one, bolstered by a 
glut of abundant natural gas that is swiftly replacing coal as the 
leading electricity source for US homes and businesses.
Read more at The Guardian
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HOW A $4 DEVICE IS SAVING FARMERS FROM 
CLIMATE DEVASTATION
An upsurge in global temperatures that cause rising seas 
poses an acute threat to the future of Vietnam’s rice 
basket. Due to the resulting lack of fresh water, millions 
of acres of arable land in the delta were affected by an 
influx of salt water that contaminated drinking water and 
destroyed crops. A decade ago, Duong Van Ni, professor 
of ecological and environmental studies at Can Tho 
University developed a $4 hand-held plastic device that 
allows farmers to test salinity in the water before it 
reaches their rice paddies. The data is used to warn 
farmers of encroaching salt so they can switch to shrimp 
or reed farming in time. Read more at Ozy

Credit: Alamy

Credit: The Daily Dose

ANTARCTICA: EMPEROR PENGUIN BREEDING 
GROUND SEES SHARP DECLINE IN 
POPULATION
According to a recent study in the Antarctic Science journal, 
virtually nothing has hatched at Antarctica’s second biggest 
breeding grounds for emperor penguins since 2016. Black-and-
white with yellow ears and breasts, emperor penguins are the 
largest penguin species, weighing up to 88lb (40kg) and living 
about 20 years. Pairs breed in the harshest winter conditions 
with the male incubating their egg. Scientists blame the sharp 
decline on climate and weather conditions that break apart the 
sea ice that is connected to the land where the emperor 
penguins stay to breed. Read more at The Guardian

Credit:  BAN Toxics

HOW DID 103 CONTAINERS OF CANADA’S 
ROTTING GARBAGE END UP IN THE 
PHILIPPINES?
A private Canadian company dumped the containers 
in 2013 and 2014. They were filled with household 
waste — like plastic bottles and bags, newspapers 
and used diapers from Canadian trash bins despite 
being labelled as plastics for recycling. A Filipino 
court ordered the trash should be returned to 
Canada in 2016. Environment Minister Catherine 
McKenna thinks a solution can be found in the 
coming weeks. Read more at The Star
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COKE FUNDED NUTRITION RESEARCH 
— AND KILLED ANTI-SUGAR RESULTS
Coca-Cola pours a lot of money into nutrition and health 
research. However if researchers determined that sugary 
beverages aren’t great for people, fine print allowed 
Coca-Cola to snap its fingers and block the research from 
ever being published, according to a paper in the Journal 
of Public Health Policy. “Companies that sponsor research 
make sure that they get what they pay for…Industry-
funded research is marketing research, not scientific 
research” states New York University nutrition scientist 
Marion Nestle. Read more at Futurism
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EEK – A TICK! WHAT NOW? THIS 
ONLINE TOOL WILL HELP
An online image-based identification platform rapidly informs 
anyone of the risks associated with a tick they find. There are 
more than 40 tick species in Canada and only a handful of 
those are of medical importance. If you were bitten by a tick 
that is known to transmit the bacterium Borrelia burgdorferi, 
which causes Lyme disease, in an area deemed at risk, you 
may be eligible for a single dose of preventative antibiotics 
that would prevent an infection from developing in the event 
that the tick was infected. When you find a tick, you upload a 
picture of it on eTick.ca along with information about where 
and when it was found. A provincial expert is then 
automatically notified. Submission takes less than three 
minutes. Read more at The Conversation

SEWAGE REVEALS LEVELS OF ANTIMICROBIAL 
RESISTANCE WORLDWIDE
Researchers have mapped out all the DNA material in the 
sewage samples in 74 cities in 60 countries. They found 
that Brazil, India and Vietnam have the greatest diversity in 
resistance genes, while Australia and New Zealand have 
the lowest. Sanitation and health are closely linked to 
antimicrobial resistance "In the fight against antimicrobial 
resistance, our findings suggest that it would be a very 
effective strategy if concerted efforts were made to 
improve sanitary conditions in countries with high levels of 
antimicrobial resistance," Professor Frank Aarestrup from 
the National Food Institute and head of the study says.
Read more at ScienceDaily

https://futurism.com/the-byte/coca-cola-killing-nutrition-research
https://theconversation.com/eek-a-tick-what-now-this-online-tool-will-help-115698?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20April%2025%202019&utm_content=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20April%2025%202019+CID_6902149bc76d844cba1e2f1b6fb6d3b3&utm_source=campaign_monitor_ca&utm_term=Eek%20%20a%20tick%20What%20now%20This%20online%20tool%20will%20help
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2019/03/190308080513.htm
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SPOTLIGHT ON OPINION
LESSONS FROM CHINA: FOSTERING AGRICULTURAL 
GROWTH AND POVERTY REDUCTION
Overall growth in China over the past 25 years has years has averaged 
9% per year!! This is while many other developing countries have 
struggled to keep growth above population increases. The key to this 
fast economic growth is China’s amazingly high investment rate – over 
40% in the past two and a half decades. In comparison, most other 
developing countries struggle to reach investment rates of 15%. It is 
important to recall that one of the key factors underpinnings China’ 
performance was strong agricultural performance with growth of 
around 4-5%. – this rate of growth in the agriculture sector is now a 
benchmark rate for other developing countries who wish to achieve 
rapid economic development. Read more at Inter Press Service

SPOTLIGHT ON POLICY 
CANADIAN GOVERNMENT OPPOSES BAN 
ON SHIPPING HAZARDOUS WASTE TO 
DEVELOPING COUNTRIES
Canada has now agreed to repatriate 69 containers of 
household waste rotting in Philippines since 2013. 
The Basel Convention requires its signatories to seek 
permission from other countries before exporting 
hazardous and household waste. Canada withdrew its 
support for the Ban Amendment when it was 
expanded to prohibit the export of hazardous waste 
for recycling as well as disposal. Canada believes the 
text of the Ban Amendment could be improved to 
promote environmentally sound recycling in all 
countries.”Read more at The Star

SPOTLIGHT ON INDIGENOUS WELLNESS 
CRITICAL ELEMENTS FOR LOCAL INDIGENOUS 
WATER SECURITY IN CANADA 
Indigenous communities in Canada are over represented 
with respect to poor water quality and water advisories. 
Literature reviewed from the past ten years revealed one 
overarching creation theme with three water-specific 
themes in Indigenous communities; namely, water from 
natural sources, water as a life-giving entity, and water and 
gender. Ultimately, there needs to be a new framing of local 
water security that engages Indigenous Knowledge and 
Western Science to assess local water security and 
appropriately inform decisions. Read more at Research Gate
See Also: 
https://iwaponline.com/jwh/article-abstract/16/6/893/
64346/Critical-elements-for-local-Indigenous-water?redi
rectedFrom=fulltext
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DATES CONFERENCE LOCATION REGISTER
May

22nd-24th
3rd International Integrative Nursing Symposium Galway

Ireland
https://www.climateleadershipconference.org/

Jun. 
6th - 9th

CNIS Bethune Round Table in Global Surgery: Ethics in 
Global Surgery

Edmonton
Canada

https://bethuneroundtable.com/

June 6th - 
9th

Society for the Advancement of Science in Africa Toronto
Canada

https://sasascience.org/conference/

June
10th - 21st

5th McGill Summer Institute in
Infectious Diseases and Global Health

Montreal
Canada http://mcgill-idgh.ca/

   June
    12th - 13th Community Health Connections

   Toronto
    Canada https://www.cachc.ca/2019conference/

June
14th - 16th

North American Refugee Health Conference Toronto
Canada

https://facmed.registration.med.utoronto.ca/portal/
events/reg/participantTypeSelection.do?method=loa
d&entityId=1469515   June

   24th - 28th
Global Ecological Integrity Group 

    Trieste
    Italy

http://www.globalecointegrity.org/

   June
   24th - 29th

Trieste Conference of the Global Ecological
Integrity Group 

    Trieste
   Italy

https://www.globalecointegrity.org/

   September
   14th - 18th

Latin American Summit of Sustainable
Communities

     Intikamari,
     Azulay, Ecuador

https://redcasalatina.org/se-viene-el-ecco-2019/

October 
7th - 11th

Climate Change and the Role of Nuclear Power
Vienna
Austria

https://www.iaea.org/atoms4climate

October 
15th - 18th

Global Symposium of Citizenship, Governance and
Accountability in Health

New Delhi
India http://www.copasahglobalsymposium2019.net/

Credit: THE CANADIAN PRESS/Sean Kilpatrick
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“Today, I am here to offer an official 
apology for the federal 
government’s management of 
tuberculosis in the Arctic from the 
1940s to the 1960s. Many of you 
know all too well how this policy 
played itself out. We are sorry. We 
are sorry for forcing you from your 
families, for not showing you the 
respect and care you deserved. We 
are sorry for your pain. To the 
people whose loved ones were 
taken away, we are sorry. We are 
sorry for breaking what is most 
precious — the love of a home.”

Canadian Prime Minister Justin 
Trudeau, Iqaluit, Nuvavut, March 9, 
2019

Tuberculosis, an airborne disease, 
can be cured with treatment. The 
Public Health Agency of Canada 
says there were 1,796 active cases 
diagnosed in Canada in 2017. The 
rate of TB infection is 290 times 
higher in Canada's North than it is 
in the rest of the country.

Read more at National Post

http://mcgill-idgh.ca/
https://facmed.registration.med.utoronto.ca/portal/events/reg/participantTypeSelection.do?method=load&entityId=1469515
https://facmed.registration.med.utoronto.ca/portal/events/reg/participantTypeSelection.do?method=load&entityId=1469515
https://facmed.registration.med.utoronto.ca/portal/events/reg/participantTypeSelection.do?method=load&entityId=1469515
https://nationalpost.com/news/canada/newsalert-trudeau-apologizes-for-past-treatment-of-inuit-with-tb
https://www.climateleadershipconference.org/
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CIVILIZATION CRITICAL
ENERGY, FOOD, NATURE, AND THE FUTURE
BY DARRIN QUALMANFYI 1 
SPOTLIGHT ON MEDIA – NEW BOOK

Credit: Fernwood Publishing

Qualman demonstrates that a 19th- and 20th-century transition to linear 
systems and away from the circular patterns of nature (and of all previous 
civilizations) is the foundational error—the underlying problem, the root 
cause of climate change, resource depletion, ocean’s full of plastics, and a 
host of mega-problems now intensifying and merging, with potentially 
civilization-cracking results. In this sweeping work, Qualman reinterprets 
and re-explains the problems we face today, and charts a clear, hopeful 
path into the future. Read more at Fernwood Publishing

https://fernwoodpublishing.ca/book/civilization-critical
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FYI 2 
2018 GLOBAL HUNGER 
INDEX RESULTS

The 2018 Global Hunger Index (GHI) indicates that the level of hunger and 
undernutrition worldwide falls into the serious category, at a value of 20.9, 
down from 29.2 in 2000. Underlying this improvement are reductions since 
2000 in each of the four GHI indicators - the prevalence of 
undernourishment, child stunting, child wasting, and child mortality. Despite 
these improvements, the question remains whether the world will achieve 
Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) 2, which aims to end hunger, ensure 
food security and improved nutrition, and promote sustainable agriculture, 
by 2030.Read more at Global Hunger Index

Credit: Geography World

https://www.globalhungerindex.org/results/


NIGERIANS GET POORER 
AS RISING POPULATION 
DWARFS GROWTH
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Nigeria’s population is growing and gross domestic product per capita 
shrinking, and that will continue until at least 2024, according to the 
International Monetary Fund. That means six Nigerians fall into extreme 
poverty every minute, the World Poverty Clock shows. If the current 
trend persists more than 120 million Nigerians, or 45% of the population, 
will be living in extreme poverty, that’s less than $1.90 a day, by 2030.
Read more at Bloomberg

Credit: IMF

FYI 3

https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2019-04-17/nigerians-get-poorer-as-rising-population-dwarfs-growth-chart
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NO OIL DRILLING ON 
WAORANI LAND
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In a major victory for indigenous rights and our climate, the Waorani 
people just protected 500,000 acres of their rainforest from oil. This is one 
giant step forward for governments and court systems respecting 
indigenous peoples’ right to decide what happens to their lands. The 
Waorani’s struggle is proof that Free, Prior and Informed Consent is 
the key to saving the Amazon. Now it’s time to build momentum and scale 
this movement to support more indigenous communities and protect more 
lands. Read more at Waorani Resistance 

Credit: Reuters

https://waoresist.amazonfrontlines.org/action/


A few years ago, scientists at Los Alamos National Laboratory used what was 
then one of the world’s most powerful computers, the so-called Q Machine, to 
model the effects of the impact of the asteroid that ended the Cretaceous period 
(the dinosaur era). The asteroid, which was at least six miles wide, had gouged a 
crater about eighteen miles deep. When Earth’s crust rebounded, a peak higher 
than Mt. Everest briefly rose up. The energy released was more than that of a 
billion Hiroshima bombs, but the blast looked nothing like a nuclear explosion, 
with its signature mushroom cloud. Instead, the initial blowout formed a “rooster 
tail,” a gigantic jet of molten material, which exited the atmosphere, some of it 
fanning out over North America. Read more at The New Worker

FYI 5 
THE DAY THE 
DINOSAURS DIED
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Credit: PBS

https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2019/04/08/the-day-the-dinosaurs-died?utm_campaign=aud-dev&utm_source=nl&utm_brand=tny&utm_mailing=TNY_Daily_032919&utm_medium=email&bxid=5be9d92624c17c6adf400057&user_id=50304278&esrc=&utm_term=TNY_Daily
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“Universities today are challenged with meeting the career development 
needs of an increasingly diverse group of faculty members,” write Anne 
Marie Canale, Cheryl Herdklotz, and Lynn Wild. The authors note that a 
flexible approach to career development is one way that institutions can 
effectively support an increasingly diverse faculty, which means offering 
different types of development programs and activities for different types of 
faculty members with a wide variety of needs. The authors then describe a 
number of specific career development programs for new, adjunct, and 
international faculty. Read more at Inside Higher Ed

SPOTLIGHT ON EDUCATION 
SUPPORTING CAREER 
DEVELOPMENT FOR AN 
INCREASINGLY DIVERSE 
FACULTY

FYI 6 

https://www.insidehighered.com/advice/2019/05/02/ways-colleges-can-meet-needs-changing-faculty-demographic-opinion
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