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CARBON EMISSIONS FROM ENERGY
INDUSTRY RISE AT FASTEST RATE SINCE 2011

Carbon emissions from the global energy industry
last year rose at the fastest rate in almost a
decade after extreme weather and surprise swings
in global temperatures stoked extra demand for
fossil fuels. Carbon emissions climbed by 2% in
2018, faster than any year since 2011, because the
demand for energy easily outstripped the rapid
rollout of renewable energy. Bob Dudley, BP’s chief
executive, said: “The longer carbon emissions
continue to rise, the harder and more costly will be
the necessary.” Read more at The Guardian
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HERE’S WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT THE LATEST
EBOLA OUTBREAK
Ebola is a severe, often fatal, illness caused by infection of
the Ebola virus. The first reported outbreaks occurred in
1976. The latest epidemic’s first case was reported in the
Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) last August. Since
then nearly 1,400 people have died. A few weeks ago, the
World Health Organization reported that the outbreak has
crossed national borders: 3 cases of Ebola were confirmed in
Uganda last week. The very epicenter of the outbreak is in a
conflict zone: dozens of armed groups are fighting over land,
natural resources, ethnicity and religion. Nearly 200 health
facilities have been attacked in the DRC this year, forcing
health workers to suspend or delay vaccinations and
treatments. Read more At ONE
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ADRIFT IN THE ARCTIC
The largest Arctic research expedition in history
has been launched: a 12-month, $134 million, 17
nation effort to document climate change in the
fastest-warming part of the globe. Home base
will be a massive German icebreaker. What the
scientists discover during their year in the frozen
north will help them forecast the future of the
entire planet. As Arctic ice vanishes, many
scientists expect the steady stream of air that
pushes weather across the Northern Hemisphere
to wobble, producing periods of punishing cold,
brutal heat waves and disastrous floods.
Read more at The Washington Post
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LIFE AND DEATH UNDER THE DOME
(IN MONTREAL)

Last summer, the month of July was the hottest
Montreal had experienced in 97 years. During the
heat wave, hospitalizations almost doubled and
deaths outside hospitals more than tripled. Publichealth officials recorded almost 6,000 ambulance
calls and 66 heat-related deaths. Urban areas like
Montreal can feel as much as than surrounding rural
areas thanks to the heat island effect. Heat may be
the most visceral effect of climate change. Unlike
projected sea-level rise or distant melting polar ice
caps, urban heat waves are already killing
Canadians. Read more at The Star
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HOSPITALS AREN’T READY FOR A
MASS CASUALTY WILDFIRE

Across the western United States, wildfires are
—because of t. Increasing wildfires could
mean an increase in serious burn injuries,
potentially even mass-casualty burn incidents
with dozens or hundreds of victims. A lack of
supplies and specialists means that it wouldn’t
take many burn victims to turn a wildfire into a
resource-straining medical disaster. Treating
burns requires an entire team, including
dietitians, pharmacists, physical therapists, and
so on. Read more at Wired
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FIVE ESSENTIAL TAKEAWAYS FROM
WOMEN DELIVER

Women Deliver was 8000 people from over 175
countries: leaders, activists, community change agents
and professionals … all gathered to discuss,
exchange, and work together for the rights of women
all over the world.This year, the conference took place
in Vancouver, during 4 full days in June. Here are five
take aways from the conference:
1) Educated, healthy women and girls with decisionmaking power are powerful agents of change; 2)
Communities must drive their own change; 3) Men are
allies; 4) Young people today are creating the reality of
tomorrow; and 5) We are all change agents.
Read more at 1000 Day Journey
Credit: Josian Konate

HOW FRANCE IS PERSUADING ITS CITIZENS
TO GET VACCINATED
One in three French people think vaccines are unsafe
– the world’s highest rate. This is according to new
data from the Wellcome Global Monitor, a worldwide
poll of more than 140,000 people in 144 countries.
“The good news is that a lot of people who are
skeptical, who don’t think vaccines are safe, still
vaccinate their children,” says Hania Farhan, senior
director of methodology at Gallup, which carried out
the Wellcome Global Monitor poll. Previously, the
three vaccines that were mandatory – diphtheria,
tetanus and polio – had good immunization rates of
95% or higher. But eight other vaccines coverage was
lower. Now, unless they have a medical exemption,
children need to have had all 11 of these vaccines to
attend a state-run school. Read more at Mosaic
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THE PHILIP MORRIS-FUNDED FOUNDATION FOR A
SMOKE-FREE WORLD: TAX RETURN SHEDS LIGHT ON
FUNDING ACTIVITIES
In 2017, Philip Morris International, one of the world's
largest tobacco companies, set up the Foundation for a
Smoke-Free World, with almost US$1 billion of funding
over 12 years. Although its initial funding came from the
tobacco company, the Foundation stated it is “seeking and
expects to receive funding from other sources”. The tax
return reveals that it has been unable to secure funding
from any other donors. The Foundation claims to be
independent but is contracting organizations with longstanding tobacco industry links. Seemingly the Foundation
is struggling both to recruit independent researchers and to
spend its resources on much other than public relations.
Read more at The Lancet
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SPOTLIGHT ON OPINION

HOW TO TALK TO KIDS ABOUT CLIMATE CHANGE?

Credit: Fatherly

These days, kids of all ages hear about climate change just
about everywhere they turn. But understanding the
underlying science and the effects of climate change on
oceans, animals, lands, and the air we breathe is
complicated. Some new books like The Digger and the
Flower by Joseph Kluefer, give children the facts to help
them learn about the rapidly warming, melting, flooding,
parching world that we urgently tasked with protecting. It’s
a story about a backhoe that tries to protect a flower from
urban sprawl offers parents a jumping-off point for talking to
little children about the ways in which plants keep our
planet’s soil and air healthy, and how we can help repair the
damage that now contributes to climate change by planting
some flower seeds of our own. Read more at Sierra

SPOTLIGHT ON POLICY

STOP THE WAR ON CHILDREN
According to a new report by Save The Children, 72%
of child deaths and injuries across the world’s deadliest
conflict zones are caused by landmines, unexploded
ordinance, air strikes and other explosives. In fact,
children are seven times more likely to die from blast
injuries than adults involved in fighting. Without care or
the necessary knowledge, children will live with lifelasting consequences, noted a member of the
Paediatric Blast Injury Partnership (PBIP) Major
General Michael von Bertele. A coalition of doctors and
experts founded by Save the Children, has developed
the world’s first guide to help doctors treat and save
more children’s lives. But prevention is the best option.
Even in war, children have a right to protection.
Read more at Inter Press Service
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SPOTLIGHT ON INDIGENOUS WELLNESS

UN HUMAN RIGHTS OFFICE CALLS
FOR EXAMINATION OF CANADA'S
MMIWG INQUIRY'S GENOCIDE CLAIM

Credit:Martial Trezzini/EPA-EFE
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The United Nations Human Rights Office is urging
the Canadian government to probe the national
inquiry into Missing and Murdered Indigenous
Women and Girl’s conclusion that violence against
Indigenous women and girls amounts to genocide.
The UN is encouraging Canada to effectively
implement the inquiry's recommendations,
including the development of a national action plan
to ensure equitable access to jobs, housing,
education, safety and health care.
Read more at CBC

A diplomatic statement, the “Berlin
Call for Action” issued earlier in June
by Germany’s foreign office, says
governments must invest to avoid
conflicts driven by climate change.
“Climate change acts as a catalyst: It
makes conflicts more likely.”
Heiko Maas, German Foreign
Minister
"If Europe thinks that the migration
that came from Turkey and from
Syria was a political game changer,
wait until you see the migration from
half of Northern Africa and the
Middle East that has no ability to
grow food, have water and be able to
live decently (due to climate change).
They'll be pounding at the door
because leaders today were unwilling
to do what they know they have to
do."
John Kerry, former US Secretary of
State
Read more at DW
Credit: AFP/Getty Image/ F. Usyan

EVENTS TABLE
CONFERENCE

DATES
June
24th - 28th
June
24th - 29th
July
10th -11th
September
14th - 18th
October
7th - 11th
October
15th - 18th
November
22nd -24th
November
24th 26th

LOCATION

Global Symposium of Citizenship, Governance and
Accountability in Health
2nd International Symposium on Community
Health Workers

Trieste
Italy
Trieste
Italy
San Diago
USA
Intikamari,
Azulay, Ecuador
Vienna
Austria
New Delhi
India
Dhaka
Bangladesh

2nd International Symposium on Community Health
Workers

Dhaka
Bangladesh

Global Ecological Integrity Group
Trieste Conference of the Global Ecological
Integrity Group
Combatting Corruption and Promoting Equity in the
Health Sector
Latin American Summit of Sustainable
Communities
Climate Change and the Role of Nuclear Power

@PlanetaryWeeky

@PlanetaryHealthWeeky
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REGISTER
http://www.globalecointegrity.org/
https://www.globalecointegrity.org/
http://www.ghpolicy.org/Corruption-Workshop/
Overview.html
https://redcasalatina.org/se-viene-el-ecco-2019/
https://www.iaea.org/atoms4climate
http://www.copasahglobalsymposium2019.net/
http://chwsymposium2019.icddrb.org/
abstract_submit Deadline for submissions: 30 June
http://chwsymposium2019.icddrb.org
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SPOTLIGHT ON MEDIA – NEW BOOKS

FYI 1

POLITICAL ECONOMY OF
UNPEOPLING OF INDIGENOUS
PEOPLE: THE CASE OF BANGLADESH
BY ABUL BARAKAT, A BANGLADESHI ECONOMIST AND A
PROFESSOR IN THE DEPARTMENT OF ECONOMICS,
UNIVERSITY OF DHAKA

Credit:Rokomari

In a world of 7 billion people, the indigenous peoples constitute about 400 million, 5.7
per cent of the global population is indigenous people. This paper, based on both
qualitative and quantitative analysis of the economic, social, and political dynamics of
life and livelihood of the indigenous peoples of Bangladesh, aims to unveil the politicoeconomic essence of development and underdevelopment of the indigenous peoples,
and to come-up with a conceptual framework towards understanding the causal
dynamics of such development and underdevelopment. This paper also forwards some
key suggestions towards possibilities of progress of the indigenous peoples as equal
citizens with all types of substantive freedoms in congruence with the constitution of
Bangladesh.
Read more at Rokomari and Bangladesh Economic Association
See Also:
‘No Hindus will be left after 30 years’
Read more at Dhaka Tribune
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FYI 2

WORLD POPULATION
TO REACH 9.7 BILLION
IN 2050

Credit: Bigstock

The world population is expected to increase by 2 billion persons in the
next 30 years, from 7.7 billion currently to 9.7 billion in 2050, according to a
United Nations report. The report also confirmed the world’s population is
growing older due to increasing life expectancy and falling fertility levels,
and the number of countries experiencing a reduction in population size is
growing. The resulting changes in the size, composition and distribution of
the world’s population have important consequences for achieving the
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), the globally agreed targets for
improving economic prosperity and social well-being while protecting the
environment. Read more at Dhaka Tribune
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FYI 3

THE THREE MOST
IMPORTANT GRAPHS
IN CLIMATE CHANGE
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Greenhouse gas emissions by major gas. Each of these gases is emitted by
human activities, contributing to a warming planet. Carbon dioxide (CO2) is the most
important greenhouse, stemming from fossil fuel combustion, land use, and
industrial processes. Methane (CH4), nitrous oxide (N2O), and fluorinated gases (fgasses) are also important.
Sources of greenhouse gas emissions by major economic sector. It’s important
to note that these data are for the world as a whole, and each country has a different
emission profile. In the United States, for example, food & land use are a smaller
fraction of emissions, but transportation is higher.
The fate of annual CO2 emissions from human activities. About 45% of the
emissions stay in the atmosphere, contributing to climate change. But the remaining
55% are absorbed by the oceans and by land-based ecosystems.
Read more at Global Eco Guy
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FYI 4

5 DEET-FREE WAYS TO
PROTECT YOURSELF
FROM BUGS

Credit: Inverse

DEET is a synthetic repellent that was developed for the US military in
the 1940s and came into commercial use in the 1950s. It’s widely
considered to be the most consistently effective active ingredient for
keeping bugs at bay. However, while most people can use DEETbased products without negative consequences, some experience
skin rashes, nausea, eye irritation and more. There are several
natural alternatives to DEET such as Oil of Lemon Eucalyptus,
Citronella (With Vanillin), Neem, Catnip Oil and Grapefruit Seed
Extract. Read more at Sierra
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FYI 5

INULIN IS BEING ADDED TO A
LOT OF FOOD PRODUCTS. AND
THAT COULD BE BOTHERING
YOUR STOMACH.

Credit: iStock

The average American gets only half the recommended amount of fiber
each day. Manufacturers are responding to consumers’ wishes by adding
fiber to a lot of foods and beverages. One of the most prevalent fiberboosting ingredients is inulin. Like any fiber, it can cause gas, bloating
and abdominal pain if consumed too quickly or in large quantities. Inulin
is a type of prebiotic, a substance that’s used by the microorganisms in
your digestive tract and positively influences health. Though inulin offers
benefits as a fiber source and as a prebiotic, keep in mind that the
majority of your fiber should be coming from whole foods that provide
other nutrients. Read more at The Washington Post
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FYI 6

SPOTLIGHT ON EDUCATION
THE ACTIVISTS TRYING TO
'DECOLONIZE' GLOBAL
HEALTH

Credit:UCSF

Earlier this year, students from Harvard University's school of

public health organized a conference on “decolonizing” global
health. Advocates of the perspective identify colonialism's
influence everywhere from board rooms in Geneva, Switzerland,
to Ebola treatment wards in the Democratic Republic of the
Congo. The issue of colonialism is also present in discussions
about who controls funding, who attends conferences, where they
are held, how research teams are structured, and whose books
are included in syllabi. Read more at Devex
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