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HI,
As we come closer to the end of the year and a great festive season is within reach,
we at the Planetary Health Weekly wish you all the best for a wonderful time,
whatever traditions you follow and make. I know that there are so many issues to
keep discussing, including the just finished COP25 in Madrid, and this issue (now #51
of the year) is full of great reading and learning to keep you going in your spare time!
In the PHW today you’ll find stories on:
how we are shooting past even weak climate goals,
how the fossil fuel industry predicted the need for a carbon tax 28 years ago,
some good and not good news about Ebola,
the fight against drug resistant malaria,
the emergence of a deadly virus from melting sea ice,
Bolsonaro’s beef forcing changes in home diets,
how social workers helped in Rwanda’s post-genocide reconciliation,
a statement on gender-based violence from East and Southern Africa,
Canada’s Supreme Court decision on mercury poisoning,
what’s actually recyclable,
more myths about climate change,
a new book by Bill McKibben,
how Tesla’s Cybertruck carbon crushes the Ford F-150,
what’s different about Australia’s current megafires,

how to discuss climate change in our daily lives, and more!
I hope you’ll take a look. Merry Christmas - Happy Holidays
Best, david
David Zakus, Editor and Publisher
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Soaring Fossil Fuel Production Is On
Track To Blow Past Climate Goals
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The world’s top 10 fossil fuel-producing countries are on track to extract far more oil,
gas and coal by 2030 than scientists say the planet can handle without experiencing
catastrophic warming. The first-of-its-kind analysis ― conducted by scientists at six
organizations, including the nonprofit Stockholm Environment Institute and the
United Nations Environment Programme ― measured for the so-called production
gap between the goals set in the 2015 Paris climate accord and projections for fossil
fuel production in China, the United States, Russia, India, Australia, Indonesia,
Canada, Germany, Norway and the United Kingdom. Read more at Huffington Post

See Also: 28 years ago, big oil predicted carbon tax was necessary to
stop global warming

PHM East And Southern Africa
Statement On Gender-based Violence
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As we come to end of the 16 days of activism, the People’s Health Movement (PHM)
across East and Southern Africa, expresses its deep concern that violence against
women, girls and sexual minorities remains one of the most pervasive manifestations
of discrimination against women and a violation of human rights. PHM strongly
reasserts that the eradication of sexual violence must be prioritized at national,
regional and international levels. Read more at People's Health Movement

Scientists Were Hunting For The Next
Ebola. Now The U.S. Has Cut Off Their
Funding
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In a move that worries many public health experts, the U.S. federal government is
quietly shutting down a surveillance program for dangerous animal viruses that
someday may infect humans. The United Nations Environment Program (UNEP)
estimates that a new animal disease that can also infect humans is discovered every
four months. Ending the program, experts fear, will leave the world more vulnerable
to lethal pathogens like Ebola and MERS that emerge from unexpected places, such
as bat-filled trees, gorilla carcasses and camel barns. Read more at New York Times

See Also at Health Economic Times: Vaccine Group Announces
Creation Of Ebola Vaccine Stockpile

White House Eliminates Advisory
Boards For Marine Life And Invasive
Species
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The U.S. Trump administration is disbanding two federal advisory boards focused on
protecting marine life and battling invasive species. The government will no longer
fund the Marine Protected Areas Federal Advisory Committee run by the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) nor the Interior Department’s
Invasive Species Advisory Committee, the two agencies confirmed.
Read more at The Hill

Fighting Drug-Resistant Malaria Where
It Lives
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“We don’t need to panic, but we need to be fast,” says Dr. François Nosten, director of
the Shoklo Malaria Research Unit (SMRU), a research institute for malaria on the
border between Thailand and Myanmar, as he leans back in his chair and frowns. “If
we don’t stop it where it is now, it’s going to spread.” It is a warning that is echoed by
scientists across Southeast Asia, where reports of a new drug-resistant form of P.
falciparum, the deadliest malaria parasite, began to emerge in 2015. Read more at
Ozy

Melting Arctic Sea Ice Linked To
Emergence Of Deadly Virus In Marine
Mammals
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Scientists have linked the decline in Arctic sea ice to the emergence of a deadly virus
that could threaten marine mammals in the North Pacific, according to a study from
the University of California, Davis. Phocine distemper virus, or PDV, a pathogen
responsible for killing thousands of European harbor seals in the North Atlantic in
2002, was identified in northern sea otters in Alaska in 2004, raising questions about
when and how the virus reached them. Read more at UC Davis

Bolspnaro’s Beef With The Amazon
Forces U.S. Meat Industry To Change
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When Brazilian President Jair Bolsonaro turned down aid from France in late August
to tackle the wildfires that are scorching the Amazon rainforest, he was signalling his
refusal to buckle under global pressure over his anti-environment policies. After all,
Bolsonaro, who touts himself as pro-business, has encouraged farmers and ranchers
to torch parts of the Amazon to clear land for pasture. But his actions are pressuring
a sector well beyond Brazil’s borders to change: the American meat industry. Read
more at Ozy
See Also on YouTube: What If We Lost The Amazon Rainforest? (4 minute video)
See Also on BBC: The Amazon Rainforest Fire: Ten Readers' Questions Answered

Reconciliation After Genocide: The
Impact Of Social Work In Rwanda
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In the lush hills and valleys of Rwanda, change is blossoming as villagers meet to plan
their futures and to build better housing and schools. During a visit coordinated by
the National Organisation of Social Workers (NOSW), I saw the powerful contribution
of social work to restoring a nation torn apart by genocide, working towards a

reconciliatory and vibrant future. Read more at The Guardian

OPINION

Why Family Planning Is Key To Climate
Adaptation
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The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) calls for “ambitious and
effective adaption for sustainable development” in its new report on the inevitable
changes to the oceans and terrestrial water systems and the risks of delayed action.
In celebrating World Contraception Day, it’s important to understand how the two
issues are profoundly related. For those living in places severely affected by climate
change, family planning is an indispensable climate adaptation tool. Read more at
Thomas Reuters News

SPOTLIGHT ON POLICY

Agency Says Climate Change Imperils
60% Of Superfund Sites

Credit: Drew Angerer/Getty Image

At least 60% of U.S. Superfund sites (contaminated waste sites, of which there are
40,000) are in areas vulnerable to flooding or other worsening disasters of climate
change, and the Trump administration’s reluctance to directly acknowledge global
warming is deterring efforts to safeguard them, a congressional watchdog agency
says. In a recent report, the Government Accountability Office called on
Environmental Protection Agency Administrator Andrew Wheeler to state directly that
dealing with the rising risks of seas, storms or wildfires breaching Superfund sites
under climate change is part of the agency’s mission. Read more at Federal News
Network

SPOTLIGHT ON INDIGENOUS WELLNESS

Canada’s Supreme Court Sides With
Ontario Against Previous Owners Of
Abandoned Mercury Disposal Site
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Canada’s Supreme Court has sided with Ontario on who bears responsibility for
remediating a mercury waste disposal site on Ontario’s Wabigoon and English rivers.
The contamination damaged the health and livelihood of multiple generations on
Grassy Narrows and Islington First Nations downstream. In a written decision, the
court concluded Resolute FP Inc. and Weyerhaeuser Company Limited, previous
owners of the site, have to comply with 2011 directorial order from the Ontario
Ministry of the Environment to “repair the waste disposal site, keep monitoring and
testing, and take steps to prevent and deal with leaks.” Read more at APTN News
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Quote Of The Week
In naming Greta Thunberg Person of the Year, Time magazine said:
"Thunberg began a global movement by skipping school: starting in August 2018, she
spent her days camped out in front of the Swedish Parliament, holding a sign painted
in black letters on a white background that read Skolstrejk för klimatet: “School Strike
for Climate.”
"In the 16 months since, she has addressed heads of state at the U.N., met with the
Pope, sparred with the President of the United States and inspired 4 million people to
join the global climate strike on September 20, 2019, in what was the largest climate
demonstration in human history."
Then:
"So ridiculous," U.S. President Trump said on Twitter. "Greta must work on her Anger
Management problem, then go to a good old fashioned movie with a friend! Chill

Greta, Chill!"
Thunberg responded swiftly, changing her Twitter profile to read:

"A teenager working on her anger management
problem. Currently chilling and watching a good old
fashioned movie with a friend."

Upcoming Events
February 19th - 20th, 2020: 2nd World Congress on Primary Healthcare and
Medicare Summit (Paris, France)
March 31 - April 2, 2020: World Public Health Nutrition Congress 2020
(Brisbane, Australia)
April 6th -7th, 2020: 17th World Congress on Paediatrics and
Neonatology (Tokyo, Japan)
April 18th -20th, 2020: CUGH Conference 2020: Global Health in a Time of
Worldwide Political Change (Washington, D.C., USA)
April 24th - 26th, 2020: PEGASUS IV Migration - Climate Change - Sustainable
Development (Waterloo, Ontario, Canada)

FYI#1 SPOTLIGHT ON MEDIA: 1.5 Minute Video

7 Things You Think Are Recyclable
But Aren't

Credit: Sierra Club

See More at Sierra Club

FYI #2

Five Myths About Climate Change:
What’s Happening Isn’t Natural —
And Almost All Scientists Agree
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The Fourth National Climate Assessment — the work of 13 federal agencies and more
than 350 scientists, including me (Katharine Hayhoe) — is clear: The Earth is warming
faster than at any time in human history, and we’re the ones causing it. Climate
change is already affecting people, and the more carbon we produce, the more
dangerous the effects over the coming century. Nevertheless, many people continue
to believe and propagate some misleading myths. Here are the five I hear most
frequently.

Read More at The Washington Post

FYI #3

Tesla Cybertruck Carbon Crushes
Ford F-150
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The Ford F-150 is 100 times more polluting than Tesla’s new Cybertruck. The F-150 is
a 100-tonne carbon monster, and most versions of the world's most popular pickup
pollute even more than that. 100 tonnes is the amount of climate pollution locked in
every time someone buys one of Ford’s best-selling pickups. And that’s something
that happens a lot — Ford sells 102 of them every hour of every day.

Read More at National Observer

FYI #4

This Is Not Normal: What's Different
About The NSW, Australia Mega Fires
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Everyone needs to heed the fire service warnings to prepare, to have a plan, and to
leave early if you’re not properly prepared. Know that the best firefighters in the
world – volunteer and paid – will be out in force from NSW agencies and interstate to
do battle with the worst that an angry Mother Nature can throw at us. But as seen,
the sheer scale and ferocity of mega fires can defy even the best efforts.

Read More at The Sidney Morning Herald

FYI #5: EARLY WINTER READING

Falter: Has The Human Game Begun
To Play Itself Out? By Bill McKibben
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Bill McKibben’s groundbreaking book The End of Nature -- issued in dozens of

languages and long regarded as a classic -- was the first book to alert us to global
warming. But the danger is broader than that: even as climate change shrinks the
space where our civilization can exist, new technologies like artificial intelligence and
robotics threaten to bleach away the variety of human experience.

Read More on Amazon

FYI#6: SPOTLIGHT ON EDUCATION

How To Talk About Climate Change
In Our Daily Lives: New Handbook
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We take our cues about what’s important from what we hear our family, friends,
colleagues and neighbours talk about. Talking about climate change in our daily lives

plays a huge role in social as well as political change.
Climate change conversations need to be taking place across all of society, and not
just in the green bubble - every community matters. We’ve seen how politicians need
a strong social mandate to avoid having their climate policies rejected.
But talking about climate change is still hard. Our new Talking Climate Handbook
provides evidence-based, practical guidance to make it easier to have constructive,
meaningful climate conversations in our daily lives.
Content for the handbook was developed by combining our social science expertise
with a citizen science pilot project we ran over the summer with over 550 people from
over 50 countries, in collaboration with Climate-KIC.

Read more at Climate Outreach

END SHOTS
SEGUIN, ONTARIO
DECEMBER 15, 2019

Credits: David Zakus

THANK YOU FOR READING THE FREE

PLANETARY HEALTH WEEKLY
Current News on Ecological Wellness and Global Health
To Subscribe and for Archives of all Past Issues and Yearly Indexes
See: planetaryhealthweekly.com

D&D Education Services, Inc.
49 Beresford Avenue, Toronto
ON M6S 3A9 Canada
Publisher and Editor: Dr. David Zakus
david.zakus@utoronto.ca
Production: Dr. Aimée Bouka & Eunice Anteh
Social Media: Evans Oppong
Website: Gaël Chetaille

CONTACT US TO COMMENT OR SUBSCRIBE AT:
planetaryhealthweekly@gmail.com
Copyright ©2019 D&D Education Services, Inc.
Toronto, Ontario, Canada

Unsubscribe

