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HI,

Last Friday I attended the John R. Evans Global Health Research Lecture by the

president of Brazil's Oswaldo Cruz Foundation, Dra. Nísia Trinidade Lima, explaining

the development of Brazil’s ongoing commitment to universal health care. It was so

interesting to see how Brazilian society values and keeps moving towards more

comprehensive care for all. More so, though, for me, was that the lecture also marked

the inauguration of the University of Toronto Dalla Lana School of Public Health’s new

Centre for Global Health. This being the latest iteration of such efforts which I had the

great pleasure of contributing to, when some 20 years ago I founded the first Centre

of International Health in the Faculty of Medicine at the University of Toronto. And I

remember, a couple years later, going to then Dean, Dr. David Naylor informing him

that I wanted to start an international health conference and he suggested having the

keynote lecture named after Dr. Evans and having him as our first presenter of this

lectureship. That was a monumental event, especially in that Dr. Evans, distilling all

his amazing experiences, emphatically stated that all international development must

take a long-term perspective and suggested a time frame of at least ten years. That

has stuck with me throughout my career, through successive lectureships, and has

guided me in many of my relationships and collaborations. While I continue to look

for the internet posting of that lecture I include his “Reflections on Life and Self.”

Today, too, we can take that message not only for global health but also for the

environment, which I am sure he would have championed if he was still with us, in

that we must think down the line, think of future generations, think of the lasting

effects of our current (and past) habits and actions, and hit the road committed to

make a positive difference. How evil it is of people to deny the science that they use
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everyday in their lives to damage the future and the present, in that we now see

climate change affecting the lives of almost everyone around the world.

I remain grateful to this day for having had such a great mentor as John Evans, which

over time has led to today’s Planetary Health Weekly (#10 of 2020). In it you’ll read

more about the future we are heading for, both for our own personal health, that of

populations around the world, and for our one world itself. Check out: 

More on COVID-19 including a possible Canadian made solution, traditional

medicine, the role of family doctors and using robots, 

Vertical forest high-rises, 

Climate change deniers, 

A giant bank to stop loans for fossil fuel drilling in the Arctic, 

Roma health, 

Post-coal Europe, 

How you can help the Earth, 

Using plastic to fight climate change, 

Shipping U.S. coal from Canada and Mexico to Asia, 

Delhi’s deadly air pollution policy, 

Canada’s Supreme Court rules on Grassy Narrows cleanup, 

Webinars exploring health inequities in Canada, 

Climate change driving African instability, 

Australian hot air gas agreement, 

Genetic testing, 

A new book, "The Wonder of Water: Lived Experience, Policy, and Practice," 

Videoconferencing enhancements and a wee bit more.

I hope you’ll take a read.

Best, david

David Zakus, Editor and Publisher

A Made-In-Canada Solution To The
Coronavirus Outbreak?
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The best hope for an antiviral drug may come from Michel Chrétien’s Montreal

lab. Fifteen years ago, a medical researcher named Michel Chrétien and his longtime

collaborator Majambu Mbikay, a Congolese scientist, unhatched a theory in their

Montreal laboratory. In the aftermath of the SARS epidemic that infected 8,000

patients in 26 countries, Chrétien and Mbikay, researchers at the Clinical Research

Institute of Montreal (IRCM), began testing their idea that a derivative of quercetin, a

plant compound known to help lower cholesterol and treat inflammatory disease—

and common, at low doses, in over-the-counter medication—was a “broad spectrum”

antiviral drug that could fight a range of viruses. The U.S.-based Food and Drug

Administration has already approved quercetin as safe for human consumption,

which means the researchers can skip testing on animals. If the treatment works, it’ll

be readily available. Now Chrétien just needs the funding to start the trials. He

estimates the teams need $5 million. But the payoff, he says, could be huge.

Chrétien’s team says their treatment would cost only $2 a day. Chrétien, who has

spent most of his extensive medical career wearing a lab coat and testing hypotheses,

simply touts the benefits of academic freedom as he and his team go about their

work. “Basic science is worth doing for the sake of doing it, not knowing what the

results will be in the short term or medium term,” he says. “Long-term returns can be

big.” Read More at Macleans

See Also: 

At Family Medicine and Community Health: Challenges and Responsibilities of Family
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Doctors in the New Global Coronavirus Outbreak (and following bibliography)

At CBC: Why Some Experts Are Questioning China's Coronavirus claims

At OZY: Can Coronavirus Crisis Bring Traditional and Modern Medicine Together?

At Health Economic Times: Robots Take Over COVID-19 Disinfection Work in China

Architect Creates Gorgeous "Vertical
Forest" -- Tree-Lined High-Rises That

Absorb 30 Tons Of CO2 A Year

Credit: Youtube

The project's two residential towers -- measuring 80 meters (262 feet) and 112 meters

(367 feet) high, respectively -- play host to around 20,000 trees, shrubs and plants.

They spill out from irregularly placed balconies and crawl up the structures' sides. By

(Italian architect) Boeri's estimates, there are two trees, eight shrubs and 40 plants for

each human inhabitant. But the architect's proudest claim is that the buildings absorb

30 tons of carbon dioxide and produce 19 tons of oxygen a year, according to his

research, with a volume of trees equivalent to more than 215,000 square feet of

forestland. Also, studies have shown that being around greenery actually help people

live longer, healthier lives, not only by shielding them from pollution and encouraging

them to take walks, but also just by reducing their stress.

His firm has already unveiled plans for new Vertical Forest buildings in European
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cities including Treviso in Italy, Lausanne in Switzerland and Utrecht and Eindhoven in

the Netherlands. In the Chinese city of Liuzhou, Guangxi province, he has

masterminded an entire "Forest City," scheduled for completion in 2020, which

comprises tree-covered houses, hospitals, schools and office blocks over a sprawling

15-million-square-foot site. It will be a win for the environment if even people in

buildings that can’t be turned into vertical forests are inspired by the beauty and

comfort of these vertical forests to plant gardens on their roof, and vote and lobby for

more trees and parks instead of parking lots. Read More at Daily Kos

Evil Or Stupid? The Two Types Of
Climate Change Deniers

                                                     Credit: Skeptical Science 

People often wonder what it is that motivates climate change denial. Our response is

always that it depends on the person. But it tends to boil down to two very simple

answers: deniers are either stupid, or evil. 

AGU’s Eos recently ran an op-ed describing just such a scenario. The op-ed was from

Lucas Vargas Zeppetello, whose first peer-reviewed paper was misrepresented by

deniers on Twitter. He describes how the denier response made him feel

“demoralized, embarrassed, and frustrated,” but that he felt better after talking with

colleagues who had their own stories about their work being misrepresented by

deniers. He also offers some lessons learned about how scholars should think about

this potential for misrepresentation while writing papers and include explicit

statements to make the findings harder to distort, and how journal editors should be

better about responding to misinformation when it happens. As for those doing the
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misleading, are they motivated by greed, indifference to human suffering, or

by willingness to deceive others and distort social structures to suit one’s personal

aims at the expense of the public? Whatever, it can only truly be described as evil.

Read More at Daily Kos

JPMorgan Chase To Stop Loans For
Fossil Fuel Drilling In The Arctic

                                                                                                                                                             Credit: Ian Espinosa/Unsplash

JPMorgan Chase has announced plans to stop approving loans to companies

pursuing new fossil fuel drilling in the Arctic Circle. The announcement follows a

similar step taken by Goldman Sachs and pressure from Democratic lawmakers and

environmental groups. An analysis from the Sierra Club and the Rainforest Action

Network knocked it for only covering companies that get a majority of their revenue

from coal mining and for not restricting oil and gas financing outside the

Arctic. "Three of the top ten coal miners in the world, by annual production, could still

be financed under this policy," the analysis said. Sierra Club campaign representative

Ben Cushing said in a statement that the announcement on Arctic Refuge drilling puts

the spotlight on other banks. “Now that Chase and Goldman Sachs have drawn a line

in the sand, all eyes are on Wells Fargo, Citi, Morgan Stanley and Bank of America.

Who will be the last to recognize that financing drilling in the Arctic is an expensive

risk that’s not worth taking?” The company's Investor Day announcement follows

recent letters from dozens of Democratic lawmakers urging several banks, including

JPMorgan, to not fund drilling in the Arctic. Read More at The Hill
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See Also at Devex: European Investment Bank To End Fossil Fuel Lending
By 2022

“When the world’s biggest public lender decides to largely ditch fossil fuels, financial

markets across the globe will take notice.” — Kate Cahoon, Germany campaigner, 350.org

The new strategy includes supporting climate and environment investments of €1

trillion ($1.1 trillion) from 2021 to 2030, aiming to see this sector hit 50% of EIB

operations from 2025 onward, and aligning all its financing activities with the Paris

Agreement by the end of 2020.

Leaping Forward: It’s Time For Action To
Improve Roma Health

Credit: EPHA

In the context of an economically-growing and dynamic European society, health

becomes a prerequisite for competitiveness, positive demographic change and

progress within European countries. The specific case of Roma – the largest ethnic

minority in Europe – perfectly illustrates the relationship between health inequalities

and social, economic and environmental policies. Alarming evidence shows the health

of Roma needs urgent and special attention. The European Public Health Alliance

(EPHA) reiterates its commitment to Roma inclusion and provides recommendations

on how to improve policy design and implementation within the next EU framework.

In its written comments submitted to the European Commission in response to their

latest consultation, they suggest specific measures to tackle health inequalities and
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address the main causes of social injustice experienced by Roma. EPHA strongly

believes that such actions will improve the poor health of Roma, positively impact the

communities, and increase the economic competitiveness of European society as a

whole. Read More at European Public Health Alliance

Post-Coal Europe Faces A Whole New
Dilemma (By Using Biomass)

     Credit: Getty images

Eight EU countries — almost a third of the bloc — plan to phase out coal by 2030, led

by France, Italy and Ireland. In the fight against climate change, it’s a major step, but

it’s also kind of a no-brainer, considering that 80% of the continent’s coal plants are

losing money. “Because the EU is phasing out coal, ideally by 2030, there is a need for

other energy sources, which means that there is a risk of coal to biomass

conversation,” said report author Charles Moore, an analyst at London based think-

tank Sandbag, blaming “the weakness in EU policy” where biomass is classified as a

source of renewable energy with limited caveats. To fix that, environmental groups

have lobbied for a stronger focus on renewables like solar and wind power over

wood-burning or hydropower, another controversial add to the list of green

energies. “The [biomass] industry only exists at its current scale because it is

subsidized,” said Duncan Brack of the Royal Institute of International Affairs. “By

simply withdrawing the subsidy, we can stop the growth of these [wood-fueled]

power stations.” “Burning wood emits more CO2 per unit of electricity than burning

coal,” explains report author Charles Moore, an analyst at Sandbag. Read More at OZY
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GOOD NEWS

What Is The Most Effective Thing An
Individual Can Do To Help The Earth?

                 Credit: Ocean Service

According to Project Drawdown, the third- and fourth-best climate change solutions

are reducing food waste and eating a plant-rich diet. (The top two solutions aren't

things the average person can easily control: refrigerant management and onshore

wind turbines.) But wait, there's more! Researchers in a 2018 Oxford University study

said, "A vegan diet is probably the single biggest way to reduce your impact on planet

Earth, not just greenhouse gases, but global acidification, eutrophication, land use,

and water use. . . . It is far bigger than cutting down on your flights or buying an

electric car, as these only cut greenhouse gas emissions." The negative environmental

impacts of eating animal products are partly why I stopped eating most meat when I

was 12 (and eventually all meat). Read More at Sierra Club

MORE GOOD NEWS
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MORE GOOD NEWS

Europe Embraces Plastic To Fight
Climate Change

Credit: Getty Images

In the fight against climate change, plastics are often public enemy number one. But

in September, Dow Chemical Co. signed an unlikely agreement with a Dutch firm that

aims to help the American giant reduce its carbon footprint in Europe — by turning to

plastic. Under the deal, the Netherlands-based Fuenix Ecogy group will supply Dow

with feedstock made from recycled plastics using a process known as pyrolysis that

breaks down polymers into oil. Fuenix Ecogy is part of a broader effort that’s taking

off across Europe — to treat plastics as allies in the battle against global warming, by

converting the synthetic material back into its building blocks. These chemical

recycling methods are feeding into European goals to go carbon neutral by 2050 and

are setting up a plastic-to-fuel technology market estimated to reach $2.3 billion by

2026.

At Sweden’s KTH Royal Institute of Technology, Professor Joydeep Dutta is working on

an EU-funded project to break down plastics using natural sunlight. “Have you ever

noticed how a plastic bag cracks in the heat?” he asks. “That happens because

ultraviolet light breaks up the plastic.” The technology could be a game-changer in

places with an acute plastic waste problem, like Lebanon. But there’s a more

fundamental path to the future at stake. An old enemy of the environment might just

be emerging in a new avatar: as a friend. Read More at OZY
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OPINION

New Trade Deal May Help U.S. Ship Coal
To Asia Through Canadian, Mexican

Ports

Credit: Rob Loftis/Wikipedia

The Trump administration is looking for support from Canada and Mexico under the

newly-signed U.S.-Canada-Mexico Agreement (USMCA) to help it circumvent state-

level bans on coal shipments to Asia from western U.S. states. California, Oregon and

Washington State have already forbidden the shipments, citing concerns about their

climate impact, MercoPress reports. But U.S. Energy Secretary Dan Brouillette is

hoping the new trade deal will open up a new, indirect avenue for exports, and

Alberta Premier Jason Kenney is already looking kindly on the idea. “That’s why the

USMCA was so important,” Brouillette told an event in Washington last week. “We

hope to work more collaboratively with both Mexico and Canada to find export

facilities to get the coal from Wyoming” and other U.S. states. 

British Columbia already exports some U.S. coal, and “if there were an agreement

between Washington and Ottawa to boost shipments, the coal would likely be sent

through Alberta to a port” in B.C., MercoPress says. Read More at The Energy Mix
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SPOTLIGHT ON POLICY

The Law That’s Helping Fuel Delhi’s
Deadly Air Pollution

Credit: Picture-alliance

A policy to conserve water led to the rise of a major source of air pollution, making

breathing Delhi’s air as bad as smoking 50 cigarettes daily. Last November, Delhi’s

Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal turned to Twitter to describe his city as a “gas

chamber.” The gray haze led to canceled flights, closed schools, and created a public

health emergency. The government distributed 5 million face masks to

schoolchildren. At the recent United Nations Climate Action Summit, Indian Prime

Minister Narendra Modi pledged that his country would more than double its

renewable energy production, going from 175 gigawatts to 450 gigawatts by 2022.

However, Modi did not commit to any reductions in fossil fuel use or greenhouse gas

emissions. It shows that despite all the known harms of air pollution, the pressure for

economic development remains immense, and many public officials are willing to

accept the tradeoffs. The lessons learned in Delhi could also guide other growing

metropolises facing air quality concerns like Karachi, Pakistan and Lagos, Nigeria. “The

problem can be solved,” Prakash said. “But what you need is political will and a bit of

imagination.” Read More at Vox

SPOTLIGHT ON INDIGENOUS WELLNESS

Canadian Supreme Court Rules
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Canadian Supreme Court Rules
Companies Are Responsible For Cleanup

Of Grassy Narrows Site

Credit: Youtube

As of the end of December, 2019 the work to build a treatment facility for those with

mercury poisoning in Grassy Narrows First Nation, Ontario will continue in 2020, with

a renewed commitment from the federal government. The $17 million project was

announced in 2017, but only 2% of the work has been completed. The Mercury Care

Home would provide live-in care for 22 community members of any age who are

suffering from mercury poisoning and are not well enough to live at home, but want

to stay close to their families in Grassy Narrows. 

The Asubpeeschoseewagong Netum Anishinabek Community Health Assessment

Report from December, 2018 revealed that Grassy Narrows adults report higher rates

of suicidal thoughts and suicide attempts compared to other First Nation adults, and

has found that community members under the age of 19 had higher rates of

mercury-related problems compared to other First Nation communities. The report

found that Grassy Narrows youth were twice as likely to not thrive and to have

emotional or behavioural issues, and three times as likely to have at least one

condition that may impact school performance – such as speech or language

difficulties and learning disabilities. Other conditions include attention deficit

disorder, allergies, asthma, eczema, anxiety, depression, anemia, visual problems and

ear infections. In their research, Japanese doctors have estimated that more than 90%

of the First Nation members at Grassy Narrows and Wabaseeomoong show signs of

mercury poisoning. Health Canada stopped the regular monitoring of mercury levels

in the Grassy Narrows community in 1999. Only 6% of community members receive
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mercury poisoning compensation. Read More at Global News

See Also at Kenora Online:  ‘No action yet’ to clean up poisoned community

See Also Music Video on YouTube: N'we Jinan Artists - "HOME TO ME" // Grassy

Narrows First Nation
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EgaYz8YWsO8


Credit: The Canadian Press Archives

Quote Of The Week



“During Second World War mobilization in Canada, Hitler’s Germany
was the enemy of Canada and the other Allied countries. In the
climate crisis, fossil-fuel corporations and related industries are the
enemies of all countries because they have created the crisis we now
face. It is clear they intend to continue their practices that now
threaten the existence of human life on our shared planet.

"Fossil-fuel companies are now claiming we are all responsible for the
climate crisis because most of us use fossil fuels. This is a diversionary
tactic by fossil-fuel companies to distract the general public from the
basic fact that it is these companies who are to blame for what we
now face.

"Fossil-fuel corporations and related industries have denied climate
science. They deny the possibility that we can change the ways we
generate energy. They deny the possibility that we can distribute
goods and services fairly. They deny the possibility that we can create
equitable and sustainable relationships with the natural world and
with each other. Second World War mobilization in Canada
demonstrates these fossil-fuel companies are wrong. Canada is
capable of making the massive, effective and rapid economic
transformation we now need. Second World War mobilization has
given us the blueprint from which we can meet the crisis we now face
and build a new and better way of living.”

Dennis Bartels & Natasha Bartels, January 12th, 2020

Dennis Bartels, Ph.D., is a retired anthropologist and an advocate of
renewable energy with a longtime interest in W.W. II-style mobilization to
counter the climate crisis.

Natasha Bartels, MA, is a secondary teacher of history and social sciences
in Toronto and a longtime advocate of renewable energy.

For more see: WWII Tactics Could Be Key To Combating Today’s
Climate Crisis

Upcoming Events

https://www.nationalobserver.com/2020/01/12/opinion/wwii-tactics-could-be-key-combating-todays-climate-crisis?&utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=planetary_health_weekly_volume_6_number_10_march_5_2020&utm_term=2020-03-05


March 4th - 6th: Climate Leadership Conference (Detroit,
Michigan, USA)

March 6th - 7th: International Women’s Day: Research and
Revolt Conference (Guelph, Ontario)

March 21st - 24th: Oxfam Summit And Day Of
Action (Ottawa, Canada)

March 25: Health In A Changing Climate - Department of
Family and Community Medicine, UToronto (Toronto,
Canada)

March 31 - April 2: World Public Health Nutrition Congress
2020 (Brisbane, Australia)

April 6th -7th, 2020: 17th World Congress on Paediatrics
and Neonatology (Tokyo, Japan)

April 18th -20th, 2020: CUGH Conference 2020: Global
Health in a Time of Worldwide Political
Change (Washington, D.C., USA)

April 24th - 26th, 2020: PEGASUS IV: Migration -
Climate Change - Sustainable Development (Waterloo,
Ontario, Canada)

April 28th - 29th: Global Health Impact Expo +
Exchange (Ottawa, Canada)

April 28th - 30th: CPHA’s Public Health 2020 (Winnipeg,
Manitoba, Canada)

May 2nd - 4th: RESULTS CANADA National Conference:
From Action to Impact - Working Together to End Extreme
Poverty (Ottawa, Canada)

May 21st - 23rd: Indigenous Health Conference: Building
Our Future (Niagara Falls, Canada)

FYI#1 SPOTLIGHT ON MEDIA: NCCDH Webinars

Implications Of Health
Inequities For Health Promotion

https://climateleadershipconference.org/?&utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=planetary_health_weekly_volume_6_number_10_march_5_2020&utm_term=2020-03-05
https://news.uoguelph.ca/event/international-womens-day-research-and-revolt-conference/2020-03-07/?&utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=planetary_health_weekly_volume_6_number_10_march_5_2020&utm_term=2020-03-05
https://www.oxfam.ca/oxfam-summit-and-day-of-action/?&utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=planetary_health_weekly_volume_6_number_10_march_5_2020&utm_term=2020-03-05
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/health-in-a-changing-climate-tickets-90689955097?&utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=planetary_health_weekly_volume_6_number_10_march_5_2020&utm_term=2020-03-05
https://www.wphncongress2020.com/call-for-abstracts?&utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=planetary_health_weekly_volume_6_number_10_march_5_2020&utm_term=2020-03-05
https://paediatric-neonatology.pulsusconference.com/?&utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=planetary_health_weekly_volume_6_number_10_march_5_2020&utm_term=2020-03-05
https://www.cugh2019.org/?&utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=planetary_health_weekly_volume_6_number_10_march_5_2020&utm_term=2020-03-05
https://www.pegasusconference.ca/?&utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=planetary_health_weekly_volume_6_number_10_march_5_2020&utm_term=2020-03-05
https://www.canwach.ca/event/global-health-impact-expo-exchange?&utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=planetary_health_weekly_volume_6_number_10_march_5_2020&utm_term=2020-03-05
https://www.cpha.ca/publichealth2020?&utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=planetary_health_weekly_volume_6_number_10_march_5_2020&utm_term=2020-03-05
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/results-canada-conference-2020-conference-resultats-canada-2020-tickets-82839253437?aff=NationalConference2020&utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=planetary_health_weekly_volume_6_number_10_march_5_2020&utm_term=2020-03-05
https://www.cpd.utoronto.ca/indigenoushealth/?utm_source=CPD%20University%20of%20Toronto%20Communications&utm_campaign=9e25a0cd8b-2019-09-17-IHC%20Call%20for%20Abstracts&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_e33429fbef-9e25a0cd8b-79141241


Inequities For Health Promotion
And Public Health Policy (2019)

                                                                                            Credit: National Academies Press

The (Canadian) National Collaborating Centre for Determinants of Health presents

a four part webinar series (10 minutes each) exploring the status of health inequities

in Canada and the implications for both health promotion practice and policy-level

decisions. Speakers reflect on seven key approaches in health promotion practice

directed towards reducing health inequities, with a focus on the influence of public

policy and power structures. 

And Watch This Webinar

These webinars highlight several chapters of the recently released book from publishing

house Canadian Scholars: 

Health Promotion in Canada (4th edition): New Perspectives on Theory,
Practice, Policy, and Research

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lSlvNKP1uUE&list=PLFvgvG0dOW24UJQdYt36EBNxYOyuzmsXw
https://www.canadianscholars.ca/books/health-promotion-in-canada-4th-edition?&utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=planetary_health_weekly_volume_6_number_10_march_5_2020&utm_term=2020-03-05


Watch on Youtube

FYI #2

Climate Change Is Driving African
Instability, Says Internal Canadian

Defence Department Analysis

Credit: The Associated Press/Jerome Delay

Climate change is expected to play havoc with already fragile African countries,

prompting more calls for help from the Canadian military, warns an internal Defence

Department analysis. The document notes the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate

Change predicts temperatures in Africa will rise between two and four per cent by

2100, about 1.5 times the global average. The six-page memo, prepared in April of last

year for the deputy defence minister, was recently obtained by The Canadian Press

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lSlvNKP1uUE&list=PLFvgvG0dOW24UJQdYt36EBNxYOyuzmsXw


under the Access to Information Act. Portions of the document were considered too

sensitive to disclose. The Liberal government's defence policy, released in June 2017,

indicated Canada would need to enhance its relationships with African countries to

successfully contribute to peace and security through training, the empowerment of

women and girls and peacekeeping. "We have to plan to be able to help Africa with

peace processes and with mitigating the effects of climate change, and this includes

disaster response and peace operations," said Canadian Forces College professor

Walter Dorn. "These threats are global even if they originate in Africa."

 Also See at The Independent

Read more at National Observer

FYI #3

In Australia, Federal And NSW Gas
Agreement Looks Like A Load Of Hot

Air

https://www.independent.co.uk/environment/iceberg-antarctica-climate-change-crisis-biggest-amery-ice-sheet-breaks-calving-a9127891.html?amp=1&utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=planetary_health_weekly_volume_6_number_10_march_5_2020&utm_term=2020-03-05
https://www.nationalobserver.com/2019/10/30/news/climate-change-driving-african-instability-says-internal-defence-department-analysis?utm_source=National+Observer&utm_campaign=2a000b1b8c-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2019_10_30_10_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_cacd0f141f-2a000b1b8c-276985953
https://www.thefifthestate.com.au/energy-lead/fed-and-nsw-gas-agreement-looks-like-a-load-of-hot-air/?utm_source=The+Fifth+Estate+-+newsletter&utm_campaign=a48e845a76-06+Feb+2020_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_5009254e4c-a48e845a76-%5BLIST_EMAIL_ID%5D&ct=t%2812+nov+2019+clicktail_COPY_01%29&mc_cid=a48e845a76&mc_eid=%5BUNIQID%5D


                              Credit: JUSTIN SULLIVAN/GETTY IMAGES    

While the rest of the world is turning to biogas to meet energy and environmental

requirements, Australia is ramping up production of natural gas. It’s not a great look

having the federal and NSW governments sign an energy agreement that will

massively increase gas production at the same time bushfires are blazing and calls for

greater emissions cuts are getting louder. One key part of the government deal is a

commitment from NSW to “facilitate investment opportunities to inject an additional

70 petajoules of gas per year into the east coast market”. We note this pre-empts the

outcome of a NSW Productivity Plan consultation. The paper, released in November

2019 and titled Kickstarting the Productivity Conversation, was supposed to be just the

start of the inquiry process. Pangolin Associates Director Dr David Ross, who has a

background in chemical engineering and greenhouse gas accounting, tells The Fifth

Estate that biogas has lower emissions than coal seam gas (CSG) or other fossil fuel

gas sources. One of the issues that needs to be addressed is the roadblocks that exist

to connecting biogas to the wider energy system. Another piece in the puzzle is

“pricing pollution properly,” Ross says. No carbon price “changes the measure” of the

positives of biogas.

Read more at The Fifth Estate

https://www.thefifthestate.com.au/energy-lead/fed-and-nsw-gas-agreement-looks-like-a-load-of-hot-air/?utm_source=The+Fifth+Estate+-+newsletter&utm_campaign=a48e845a76-06+Feb+2020_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_5009254e4c-a48e845a76-%5BLIST_EMAIL_ID%5D&ct=t%2812+nov+2019+clicktail_COPY_01%29&mc_cid=a48e845a76&mc_eid=%5BUNIQID%5D
https://www.thefifthestate.com.au/energy-lead/fed-and-nsw-gas-agreement-looks-like-a-load-of-hot-air/?utm_source=The+Fifth+Estate+-+newsletter&utm_campaign=a48e845a76-06+Feb+2020_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_5009254e4c-a48e845a76-%5BLIST_EMAIL_ID%5D&ct=t%2812+nov+2019+clicktail_COPY_01%29&mc_cid=a48e845a76&mc_eid=%5BUNIQID%5D


FYI #4

The WIRED Guide to Genetic Testing

                                                                                                                                                         Credit: Illustration by Radio         

                                                                                                                       

Everything you need to know about DNA, medical breakthroughs, and genetic

privacy. Big secrets come in small packages. Take cells, like the ones shedding off the

inside of your cheeks and into your saliva right now. These days it’s not that hard to

crack them open, shake out the DNA coiled inside, and read the genetic code they

contain. Those strings of As, Cs, Ts, and Gs can tell you any number of things you

might want to know—the location of your ancestral homelands, say, or which cancer

drug is going to give you the best shot at beating your diagnosis. Even 25 years ago,

many of these things were unknowable. Today, obtaining such information can cost

less than a Netflix subscription. For that you can thank U.S. taxpayers and the $3

billion they pumped into the Human Genome Project during the decade best known

for dial-up and Drew Barrymore. That Big Biology project turned Homo sapiens from a

black box into a big fat book—262,000 pages long when printed letter by letter.

But will all that knowledge make people healthier? Happier? The truth is, it’s hard to

imagine how societies will rearrange around the ubiquity of genetic information.

There are plenty of potential dystopian futures (insert mandatory Gattaca reference

here). China has already begun using surreptitiously collected DNA to detain its ethnic

https://www.wired.com/story/what-is-genetic-testing/?bxid=5be9d92624c17c6adf400057&cndid=50304278&esrc=subscribe-page&source=EDT_WIR_NEWSLETTER_0_DAILY_ZZ&utm_brand=wired&utm_campaign=aud-dev&utm_mailing=WIR_Daily_120319&utm_medium=email&utm_source=nl&utm_term=list2_p2


Uighur population in reeducation camps. Even in the U.S. the potential for genetic

discrimination is only becoming more real, a fact the nation’s aging legal structure is

going to have to catch up with, and soon. Optimists though, hold out hope that all this

genetic testing can get us to a fairer place, a place with less suffering.

Read more at Wired

FYI #5: WINTER READING: NEW BOOK

"The Wonder Of Water: Lived
Experience, Policy, And Practice"

Edited By Ingrid Leman Stefanovic

https://www.wired.com/story/what-is-genetic-testing/?bxid=5be9d92624c17c6adf400057&cndid=50304278&esrc=subscribe-page&source=EDT_WIR_NEWSLETTER_0_DAILY_ZZ&utm_brand=wired&utm_campaign=aud-dev&utm_mailing=WIR_Daily_120319&utm_medium=email&utm_source=nl&utm_term=list2_p2
https://utorontopress.com/ca/the-wonder-of-water-2?&utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=planetary_health_weekly_volume_6_number_10_march_5_2020&utm_term=2020-03-05


Credit: Ingrid Leman Stefanov

Facing droughts, floods and water security challenges, society is increasingly forced to

https://utorontopress.com/ca/the-wonder-of-water-2?&utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=planetary_health_weekly_volume_6_number_10_march_5_2020&utm_term=2020-03-05


develop new policies and practices to cope with the impacts of climate change. From

taken-for-granted values and perceptions to embodied, existential modes of engaging

our world, human perspectives impact decision-making and behaviour.

The Wonder of Water explores how human experience – including our cultural

paradigms, value systems and personal biases – impacts decisions around water. In

many ways, the volume expands on the growing field of water ethics to include

questions around environmental aesthetics, psychology and ontology. And yet this

book is not simply for philosophers. On the contrary, a specific aim is to explore how

more informed philosophical dialogue will lead to more insightful public policies and

practices.

Case studies describe specific architectural and planning decisions, fisheries policies,

urban ecological restorations, and more. The overarching phenomenological

perspective, however, means that these discussions emerge within a sensibility that

recognizes the foundational significance of human embodiment, culture, language,

worldviews and, ultimately, moral attunement to place.

Read more on UToronto Press

FYI#6: SPOTLIGHT ON EDUCATION

Lights! Camera! Meeting!
Videoconferencing Gets A Makeover

https://utorontopress.com/ca/the-wonder-of-water-2?&utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=planetary_health_weekly_volume_6_number_10_march_5_2020&utm_term=2020-03-05


Credit: Illustration by Sam Whitney

Companies like Zoom and Microsoft are trying to make the remote connections more

real—and fun. Trouble is, humans are awkward.This story is part of a collection of

pieces on how we work today, from Silicon Valley culture to using productivity apps

for off-label purposes to appeasing our robot overlords. According to Gartner

Research, more than 50% of global salaried employees will work remotely at least

occasionally in 2020, the first time WFH has threatened to tip into the majority. That’s

up from just 20% of employees in 2016. The apps that host awkward exchanges,

shoddy audio, the laundry pile in the background, and the cat butt in the foreground

became the same apps we use for job interviews, media appearances and

education. Videoconferencing is getting smarter, but humans are still humans. We

knew this already, but it’s worth repeating: Tech can’t solve everything. We still show

up late to remote meetings, can’t find the link, and have to reboot, switch browsers,

and launch the app again to get the audio to work.

Read more at Wired

END SHOTS

Drs. Nísia Trinidade Lima

President, Oswaldo Cruz Foundation, Brazil

https://www.wired.com/story/video-conferencing-gets-makeover/?bxid=5be9d92624c17c6adf400057&cndid=50304278&esrc=subscribe-page&source=EDT_WIR_NEWSLETTER_0_DAILY_ZZ&utm_brand=wired&utm_campaign=aud-dev&utm_mailing=WIR_Daily_022620&utm_medium=email&utm_source=nl&utm_term=list1_p3


Presenting the John R. Evans Lectureship in Global Health Research

Dalla Lana School of Public Health, University of Toronto

February 28, 2020



                            Credits: David Zakus

Dr. Trinidade Lima and Dr. Erica Diriggiero (Director, DLSPH, Centre for Global

Health, University of Toronto)
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