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HI,
What an incredible irony and perhaps you’ve noticed too. Have you thought about
why is it that the richest country in the world is suffering the most from the COVID-19
pandemic, as the virus creates an epidemic in that country almost beyond
imagination, especially in its greatest city? All the while, too, many of the other richest
countries, including my own, but also the U.K., Spain, Italy, France, even Belgium and
the Netherlands are also hit hard. All the while, too, many of the poorest countries
are being spared, at least for now from what we currently know, by perhaps their
quick action of strictly enforcing lockdown measures and taking advantage of the
virus’s delay in getting to them by curtailing flights from Europe and North America.
I read this sent to me from a friend in Portland: Fintan O’Toole of the Irish Times
(04/25/20) says it well: “Will American prestige ever recover from this shameful
episode? The US went into the coronavirus crisis with immense advantages: precious
weeks of warning about what was coming, the world’s best concentration of medical
and scientific expertise, effectively limitless financial resources, a military complex
with stunning logistical capacity and most of the world’s leading technology
corporations. Yet it managed to make itself the global epicentre of the pandemic.”
Many, too, are critical of the decision making by public health experts and politicians,
and probably just about everyone is getting tired of the social and physical distancing
measures and the pent-up desire to get back to ‘normal’. I liked what New York
Governor Andrew Cuomo said the other day (April 26 during his daily briefing) that
“There is no return to yesterday in life.” And that certainly describes the now rapid
onset of Spring here in Toronto (see End Shots) which reassure us that there is indeed

a future full of beauty and hope.
With that in mind, do check out today’s Planetary Health Weekly (#18 of 2020), full of
stories about today and tomorrow, and this week starting with an environmental
story of biblical proportions, despite the continuing coronavirus’s global sweep
(194,000 deaths this last month):
A 20X worse wave of locusts now in East Africa,
Coronavirus updates:
Why is Sweden staying open?
To ventilate or not?
How to say ‘social distancing’ in Swahili,
The need for redistributive fiscal policies in response,
Tides of death and disappearance in Guayaquil, Ecuador,
The most vulnerable young Americans,
Coronavirus case counts depend on testing,
Interpreting the COVID-19 death rate,
Why did we shut down for C-19 but not for Ebola, SARS or swine flu?
C-19’s likely animal origin,
International electronic C-19 record,
Clinical course profile community of practice,
Majority opposes protests, and
Dogs maybe were the source?
How the anti-vaccine community is responding,
The new disease stalls efforts to fight old ones in poor countries,
An Australian vet’s hellish diary of climate change,
The carbon cost of quarantine binge-watching,
Chile pledges to peak emissions by 2025,
Good outcomes on new Chikungunya virus-like particle vaccine,
Oil giants’ greed betray our future,
World banking giants (but not Canadian) pulling out of Arctic drilling,
How the pandemic is exposing Navajo Nation’s water and health crises,
Quote by Michael Davies-Venn,
Watch the great One World: Together At Home concert,
Undark’s list of excellent reporters and analysis,

Examining the European Green Deal,
China’s year of the electric vehicle shakeout,
New book “End Times” by Bryan Walsh, and
What do we need to teach now?
Lots of great reading.
Best, david
David Zakus, Editor and Publisher

GRADUAL RENEWAL
Spring In Toronto

Second Wave Of Locusts In East Africa
Said To Be 20 Times Worse

Said To Be 20 Times Worse
Credit: Sven Torfinn/FAO via AP

UN warns of ‘alarming and unprecedented threat’ to food security and livelihoods in
east Africa. A second wave of desert locusts is threatening the region with estimates
that it will be 20 times worse then the plague that descended two months ago. The
locusts present “an extremely alarming and unprecedented threat” to food security
and livelihoods, according to the UN. A swarm of just more than a third of a square
mile can eat the same amount of food in one day as 35,000 people. Christine Apolot,
the chairperson for Uganda’s Kumi district, which was hit by a swarm last week, said
people were filled with despair, having already endured flooding and the previous
swarm: “This is seriously going to bring food insecurity. It’s the fear we have at hand
right now. “We expect government, number of partners and World Food Programme
to come to our rescue with relief food. Otherwise our people will end with
starvation.” Read More at The Guardian
See More:
At Bloomberg: Desert Locust Outbreak at Crisis Point
At Bloomberg: Africa Locust Plague, Coronavirus News: UN Warns of Delays
At Undark: To Fight Locusts, Historic Rivals India and Pakistan Team Up

SARS-CoV-2 & COVID-19 UPDATES
Why Is Sweden Staying Open Amid The
Coronavirus Pandemic?
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While other European countries are under strict lockdowns, Swedes can still go to
school, drink at pubs, and mingle in parks and streets. The country’s chief
epidemiologist, Anders Tegnell, says the unusual measures are rooted in national
values of voluntarism and trust – but not everyone thinks they will work. The
Scandinavian country is pursuing what Prime Minister Stefan Lofven calls a “common
sense” response to the pandemic by keeping the country largely functioning and
aiming health measures at the most vulnerable. A growing number of doctors and
medical experts worry that the government is taking a huge gamble, especially as the
number of infections in Sweden surpass 19,000 and the death toll approaches 2300
(which is much higher than Canada's and even the USA's). But public health officials
insist their efforts are working and that doing anything more drastic would be
unsustainable. There has also been little public pressure in Sweden to close all
schools, unlike in Britain, where parents demanded the government do so. Emma
Frans, an epidemiologist at Sweden’s Karolinska Institute, has some sympathy for the
government’s approach. “Locking people in and closing schools is very difficult to
sustain,” she said. But she is concerned about the pressure that’s building in the
health-care system. “So I’m not sure at all that this will work, but my question is: What
is a better thing to do?”
SEE ALSO:
At The Star: To Ventilate Or Not To Ventilate? With COVID-19 there’s no clear path
At Devex: How Do You Say 'Social Distancing' in Swahili?
At The Center for Economic and Social Rights: AI Comprehensive Response To COVID-

19 Demands Redistributive Fiscal Policies In Latin America And The Caribbean
At Undark: For Ecuador’s Guayaquil: Tides Of Death And Disappearance
At FiveThirtyEight: The Young Americans Most Vulnerable To COVID-19 Are People Of
Color And The Working Class
At FiveThirtyEight: Coronavirus Case Counts Are Meaningless Unless You Know
Something About Testing. And Even Then, It Gets Complicated.
At Undark: Interpreting The Covid-19 Death Rate: You Asked, We Answered
At FiveThirtyEight: Why Did The World Shut Down For COVID-19 But Not Ebola, SARS
Or Swine Flu?
At Reuters: Coronavirus Very Likely Of Animal Origin, No Sign Of Lab Manipulation:
WHO
At Medrxiv: International Electronic Health Record-Derived Covid-19
At Medrxiv: Clinical Course Profile: The 4ce Consortium
At Newsweek: Majority Of Americans Oppose Protests Against Coronavirus Measures
At Oxford Academic: Dogs May Have Been The Source Of SARS-CoV-2
Dogs may have been the intermediate species as SARS-CoV-2, the virus that causes
COVID-19, made its way from bats into humans, according to researchers at the
University of Ottawa. Previous work has suggested the intermediate host may have
been snakes or pangolins, but this new work, which examined how the virus has
evolved to evade mammalian immune systems, found that dogs are a better fit. The
researchers suggest the virus infected the gastrointestinal system of stray dogs who
ate bat meat, then moved to the dog’s respiratory system before finally jumping to
humans.

How The Anti-Vaccine Community Is
Responding To COVID-19
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So far, the responses from major players wear down a familiar path of conspiratorial
thinking and government mistrust. Melissa Floyd, a self-described health freedom
educator who co-hosts “the vaccine conversation” podcast, was forced to abruptly
change plans. Our government agencies, Floyd said, “are talking about washing your
hands, but why aren’t they talking about things you can do to boost your immune
system like vitamin D? Why aren’t they talking about reducing sugar? Why aren’t they
talking about eating fruits and vegetables and staying away from processed foods?
The beliefs and messaging vary; health and medical freedom advocates tend to
oppose any mandated medical intervention, while vaccine skeptics question the need
for medical immunizations. Those who are anti-vaccine may oppose them entirely.
Approaches to the Covid-19 public health crisis also vary, but so far, while some in the
community are rethinking their views, many of the responses from major influencers
continue to wear down a familiar path of conspiratorial thinking and government
mistrust, says Droit Reiss, a law professor at the University of California Hastings who
studies the anti-vaccination movement.
William Schaffner, medical director of the National Foundation for Infectious Diseases
and a professor of preventative medicine at Vanderbilt University sees a relevant
historical lesson. “I suspect that if coronavirus continues to be a public health
problem and if we get a vaccine, and if the leadership of this country defines it as a
public health problem, and the nation’s focus is on getting as many people vaccinated
as possible, my prediction is they will keep themselves very quiet about that. They will
not come out against it,” he adds. “They are very media-savvy.” Read More at Undark

In Poor Nations, A New Disease Stalls

In Poor Nations, A New Disease Stalls
Efforts To Fight Old Ones
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When Lori Sloate visited the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) in January, the
number of people killed by a national measles outbreak had just surpassed 6,000.
The vast majority were children under the age of five. “I find it crushing that so many
die from something entirely preventable,” said Sloate, senior director of global health
at the United Nations Foundation in Washington D.C. The outbreak, which was
declared in mid-2019, stemmed from a confluence of factors in the DRC that had
crippled immunization and other health care services: political instability,
infrastructure issues, ongoing outbreaks of polio and other vaccine-preventable
diseases, and an Ebola epidemic. The feared fallout of all of this: significant setbacks
for eradication campaigns against polio and the further resurgence of other old
killers. “We also worry about diseases that may make Covid-19 worse,” said Kathleen
Neuzil, director of the University of Maryland School of Medicine’s Center for Vaccine
Development and Global Health. “If children are missing the vaccine for childhood
pneumonia, we could see more childhood pneumonia from both missing vaccines,
and from Covid-19 increasing children’s susceptibility to the disease.”
In about a year and a half, global health experts anticipate that Covid-19 will become
a vaccine-preventable disease. Ebola is a recent addition to that lineup, too, with an
approved vaccine now licensed in multiple countries including the DRC. Better yet,
though, would have been for the world to have stopped Ebola and Covid-19 before
they took hold and joined this list of scourges that tend to disproportionately
penetrate and pile up in the poorest countries. Read More at Undark

Cattle Have Stopped Breeding, Koalas
Die Of Thirst: A Vet's Hellish Diary Of
Climate Change

Credit: Gundi Rhoades

Bulls cannot breed at Inverell. They are becoming infertile from their testicles
overheating. Mares are not falling pregnant, and through the heat, piglets and calves
are aborting. My work as a veterinarian has changed so much. While I would normally
test bulls for fertility, or herds of cattle for pregnancy, I no longer do, because the
livestock has been sold. A client’s stud stock in Inverell has reduced from 2000
breeders to zero. For 22 years, I have been the vet in this once-thriving town in
northern North South Wales, Australia which, as climate change continues to fuel
extreme heat, drought and bushfires, has become hell on Earth. For days, I have
watched as the bushland around us went up like a tinderbox. I just waited for the
next day when my clinic would be flooded with evacuated dogs, cats, goats and
horses in desperate need of water and food. Climate change for us is every day, and I
am not suffering on the same level as my friends, my clients and the helpless animals
I treat.
The government has no idea what it’s like for us. It has no empathy. Its members

don't know how much it hurts when they just say yes to another coal mine. I would
invite Prime Minister Scott Morrison to come and see what life in Inverell is like. In
case he chooses not to, I'll paint this picture for the country and hope people can start
to realize and understand the devastating impact climate change is having. I hope
they will take a stand for the people, the places and the animals whose voices are too
small for him to hear. Gundi Rhoades is a veterinarian, scientist, mother, beef
cattle farmer and member of Veterinarians for Climate Action. Read More at
The Sydney Morning Herald

What's The Carbon Cost Of Your
Quarantine Binge-Watching?

Credit: ShutterStock

Indeed, many of us are still watching, and in fact sucked into streaming services like
Netflix a little extra these days. Social distancing in response to the COVID-19
pandemic is now mandated for many, forcing most to spend a lot more time at home.
Yes, one could start writing a book or reorganizing a closet—but with anxiety and
stress running high, it’s undeniably more comforting to stream a new show or
rewatch a favourite movie. Thanks to ubiquitous streaming services like Netflix, HBO,
Hulu and more, we can mentally escape quarantine by engrossing ourselves in
several movies. This staying-home business is greatly reducing the carbon emissions
of traffic on the roads. But unfortunately, our streaming habits aren’t without
environmental impact. Home entertainment services use massive data centres to
power everything we stream, and those data centres use a lot of electricity, which

often originates as fossil fuels. The good news is, streaming services are under
increasing pressure to reduce their carbon footprints.
Paris-based think tank the Shift Project released a report last year claiming that
streaming a half-hour show generates about 1.6 kg of carbon dioxide emissions,
which is the equivalent of driving four miles. Jonathan Koomey, coauthor of the
Science article “Recalibrating global data centre energy-use estimates,” tweeted,
“Almost certainly wrong. Electricity intensity of downloads drops every two years, and
emissions intensity drops even faster because cloud providers are rapidly moving to
zero emissions sources.” And if you want to stream something that's not about the
climate right now? That’s OK too. Just turn the lights off while you watch. Read More
at Sierra Club

GOOD NEWS

Chile To Peak Emissions By 2025, Under
Strengthened Climate Pledge

Credit: Facebook/Ministerio del Medio Ambiente

Chile has committed to peaking its greenhouse gas emissions by 2025, in an updated
national plan presented virtually to the UN climate chief. In the midst of a global
pandemic, government ministers stressed the need to build a sustainable, resilient

economy for the long term. The plan, by the country currently presiding over global
efforts to raise climate ambition, includes phasing out coal power, promoting electric
vehicles and expanding forests, on a path to carbon neutrality in 2050. It sets a cap on
annual emissions of 95 million tonnes CO2 equivalent by 2030, a substantially
stronger target than Chile promised in its 2015 contribution to the Paris Agreement,
and slightly stronger than the draft proposal. Over the decade 2020-30 emissions
should not exceed 1,100Mt CO2e. These carbon budgets are to be enshrined in law,
under a draft bill going through Congress.
As the president of COP25, Chile has a continued role in mobilizing higher ambition
from other countries. That has proved challenging, with the U.S. withdrawing from
the Paris Agreement and other big emitters showing no sign of meeting the
deadline. Manuel Pulgar-Vidal, Peruvian former environment minister, now with
WWF, said no nation should use coronavirus as an excuse to delay climate
action. “Chile is a country that is going through a severe political and social crisis, in
addition to the crisis posed by the Covid-19 pandemic,” said Pulgar-Vidal. “Even in this
difficult situation, it is capable of telling the world that climate responsibility must
remain a policy priority, with a view to ensuring the well-being of citizens and a future
with sustainability.” Read More at Climate Change

MORE GOOD NEWS

Effect Of A Chikungunya Virus–Like
Particle Vaccine On Safety And
Tolerability Outcomes (A Randomized
Clinical Trial)

Credits: JAMA Network

Chikungunya virus (CHIKV) is a mosquito-borne Alphavirus prevalent worldwide. There
are currently no licensed vaccines or therapies. The purpose of this study was to
evaluate the safety and tolerability of an investigational CHIKV virus–like particle (VLP)
vaccine in endemic regions. It was a randomized, placebo-controlled, double-blind,
phase 2 clinical trial. It was conducted at six outpatient clinical research sites located
in Haiti, Dominican Republic, Martinique, Guadeloupe and Puerto Rico. A total of 400
healthy adults aged 18 through 60 years were enrolled after meeting eligibility
criteria. Findings show that CHIKV VLP compared with placebo did not result in a
significantly increased risk of clinically important adverse events. In this phase 2 trial,
a chikungunya virus–like particle vaccine appeared to be safe and well-tolerated,
supporting a phase 3 trial. Among healthy adults in a chikungunya endemic
population, a virus-like particle vaccine compared with placebo demonstrated safety
and tolerability. Phase 3 trials are now needed to assess clinical efficacy. Read More at
JAMA Network

OPINION

The Greed Of The Oil Giants Is A Total
Betrayal Of The Future

Credit: Dru Oja, Alberta Tar Sands/ Wikimedia

Is the COVID-19 crisis the wake-up call we’ve been waiting for? It’s an opportunity to
reflect on the fragility of our way of life—our interconnectedness and
interdependence—and how we are mutually reliant on each other. It brings out the
best in us as individuals. I’m also seeing some encouraging signs from the corporate
world as companies are stepping up to do their part in managing the coronavirus
pandemic.
But not the oil giants. Instead of being good corporate citizens, oil companies are
asking governments to bail them out while millions of individuals are suffering during
the worst crisis since WWII. In his article (first published in Medium) Anders Wijkman
shows how the oil giants’ greed is boundless. The real scandal today is the companies’
unwillingness to diversify their operations and redirect new investments in energy
production into renewable energy. Instead, companies continue to pump hundreds of
billions of dollars into new oil and gas production. It is a huge betrayal of the future.
Sooner or later, oil and gas companies will be forced to rethink. Concerns about
stranded assets are growing in the financial industry and a “tipping point”, when a
majority of financial institutions ditches the fossil industry, may not be far away. At
the same time, time is short. Read More at Below2C

SPOTLIGHT ON POLICY

World Banking Giants Have Pulled Out
Of Arctic Drilling. Why Are Canadian
Banks Staying Silent?

Source: Malkolm Boothroyd

The meetings featured in this piece took place in December 2019, before most of the
world was aware of COVID-19. So much has changed in a few short months, but the
U.S. government's determination to drill in the calving grounds of the Porcupine
caribou herd has not. Even in this crisis, I believe it's important to hold onto our love
of the wild places we care about, and maintain our conviction to protect them. We’re
here because the U.S. government is attempting to authorize oil drilling in the Arctic
National Wildlife Refuge. In our quest to prevent drilling, we’re searching for unusual
allies: Canada’s wealthiest banks. Drilling in the Arctic is costly enough, let alone in
places with no existing infrastructure, like the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge. The
miniature oil companies left in Alaska likely couldn’t afford to drill in the refuge
without outside investment. The pool of finances available to these companies could
drain if enough banks come out against drilling in the Arctic refuge. Enacting a policy
against Arctic refuge drilling would be an easy win for Canada’s banks. There’s
immense support for protecting the Arctic refuge across Canada. Also, banks wouldn’t
have to extricate themselves from prior investments, because no companies are
operating there yet. Read More at National Observer

See Also at The Tyee: For Oil and Its Dependents, It’s Code Blue
And at National Observer: Oil and gas giant Shell targets 'net zero' emissions by
2050

SPOTLIGHT ON INDIGENOUS WELLNESS

COVID-19 & Indian Country: Pandemic
Exposes Navajo Nation’s Water Access
Crisis & Health Disparities

Credit: Emma Robbins

As the COVID-19 death toll continues to rise in the U.S., fear is mounting that the
spread of the virus could devastate tribal communities. We look at how the
coronavirus is impacting Indian Country with Dean Seneca, a citizen of the Seneca
Nation and epidemiologist who spent nearly 20 years as a senior health scientist for
the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, and Navajo activist and artist Emma
Robbins, director of the Navajo Water Project, a community-managed utility
alternative that brings hot and cold running water to homes without access to water
or sewer lines. “One of the hardest things right now is being able to wash your hands
in the Navajo Nation,” says Robbins. The Navajo Nation is the largest tribal nation in
the United States and the hardest hit by the outbreak, with nearly 30 deaths and
more than 830 confirmed cases. Read More at Democracy Now
Check for latest

Credits: Michael Davies-Venn

Quote Of The Week
"There’s a great opportunity for all societies to learn the degree of vulnerability
of the economic system now at the core of human existence. A new virus has
quite quickly reduced economic activity in so many ways. In the midst of this
failure, the right thing to do is ask whether the economic paradigm with its
ever-tightening grip on our lives can provide adequate societal protection in
times of a crisis of this scale. The obsession with economic growth ought be
constrained by concerns that give priority to public health. The minimum
honour to be accorded to the dead and dying is to use this global public health
crisis and learn these crucial lessons to undo the complex intertwining of public
health and economic growth."
Michael Davies-Venn, a Canadian public policy analyst and communication expert
living in Berlin. He works on global environmental governance with focus on climate
mitigation and climate adaptation measures between developing and developed
regions. He is Junior Fellow at Vrije Universiteit, Amsterdam.
For more see at IPS Journal: Economic Health And Public Health Aren't Equal

Upcoming Events

April 28th - 30th: CPHA’s Public Health 2020 (Winnipeg,
Manitoba, Canada) - Postponed
May 2nd - 4th: RESULTS CANADA National Conference:
From Action to Impact - Working Together to End Extreme
Poverty (Ottawa, Canada) - Cancelled
May 21st - 23rd: Indigenous Health Conference: Building
Our Future (Niagara Falls, Canada) - Postponed
June 16th - 18th: Cities In A Changing World: Questions Of
Culture, Climate And Design (Virtual/ New York, USA)
November 9th-19th: 2020 UN Climate Change Conference
(UNFCCC COP26) (Glasgow, Scotland) - Postponed for one
year!

FYI#1 SPOTLIGHT ON MEDIA:

Lady Gaga, Celine Dion, Taylor
Swift, And More: Musical
Moments From ‘One World:
Together At Home’ You Need To
Watch

Credit: Nick Iwanyshyn

The Global Citizen One World: Together At Home special broadcast event on April
18 united some of the biggest stars in music — including Lady Gaga, Beyoncé and
Taylor Swift — in support and celebration of essential workers and the World Health
Organization (WHO). It provided a collective moment for the world to join together in
the fight against the COVID-19 coronavirus pandemic. The event's musical moments
spanned genres and traveled through eras, but all of the performances were
connected by an uplifting tone and a spirit of resilience.
Here are some of the top musical moments to watch (and rewatch!) from the
television broadcast of One World: Together At Home, and a recap of what you might
have missed from the six-hour globally-curated digital event, too:
Lady Gaga, Stevie Wonder, Kacey Musgraves, Elton John, Paul McCartney, Taylor
Swift, Camila Cabello and Shawn Mendes, Eddie Vedder, Jimmy Fallon and The
Roots, The Rolling Stones, John Legend and Sam Smith, Lizzo, Jennifer Lopez, Keith
Urban, Maluma, Burna Boy, Billie Eilish, Billie Joe Armstrong, Celine Dion, Andrea
Bocelli, Lady Gaga, and John Legend, Andra May, The Killers, Juanes, Hozier and Karen
Morris, Jennifer Hudson, Charlie Puth, Ellie Goulding.
See Also at Washington Post: From Beyoncé to the Rolling Stones, here’s what you
missed from the ‘One World: Together at Home’ special

Watch at Global Citizen

FYI #2

There’s Plenty Of Excellent Reporting
And Analysis Available

Credit: Justin Sullivan/Getty Images

Below is a list of some of the journalists, experts and publications that Undark is
following.
Helen Branswell (@HelenBranswell), senior writer, infectious diseases, STAT
Peter Sandman and Jody Lanard, risk communication experts
Kai Kupferschmidt (@kakape), molecular biologist and science journalist,
Science Magazine
Trevor Bedford (@trvrb), computational biologist, Fred Hutchinson Cancer
Research Center, Seattle
Lawrence Gostin (@lawrencegostin), professor of global health law,
Georgetown University
Muge Cevik (@mugecevik), infectious disease researcher, University of St.
Andrews
Julia Belluz (@juliaoftoronto), health correspondent, Vox

Ed Yong (@edyong209), science writer, The Atlantic
Kaiser Health News, full coronavirus coverage
ProPublica, full coronavirus coverage
U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, latest coronavirus news
World Health Organization, rolling coronavirus updates
Global Covid-19 Case Tracker, Johns Hopkins Center for Systems Science and
Engineering
The Covid-19 Tracking Project
The Syllabus, Coronavirus Reading Lists
Virus Academics Twitter list
Undark will continue to provide weekly roundups of Covid-19 news each Friday for as
long as the pandemic continues. You can find our own Covid-19 coverage here.

Read more at Undark

FYI #3

What Is The European Green Deal
And Will It Really Cost €1tn?

Credit:

The European Green Deal aims to transform the 27-country bloc from a high- to a
low-carbon economy, without reducing prosperity and while improving people’s
quality of life, through cleaner air and water, better health and a thriving natural
world. The green deal will work through a framework of regulation and legislation
setting clear overarching targets – a bloc-wide goal of net zero carbon emissions by
2050, and a 50%-55% cut in emissions by 2030 (compared with 1990 levels) are
supposed to be at the core – alongside incentives to encourage private sector
investment, with action plans for key sectors and goals such as halting species loss,
cutting waste and better use of natural resources.
Boris Johnson’s government has made it clear that the UK wants to depart from EU
environmental standards after Brexit. The post-Brexit environment bill, agriculture bill
and fisheries bill now going through the British parliament contain various loopholes
that green campaigners say would reduce in the UK the environmental protections
that current EU law guarantees. The UK does officially have a 25-year environment
plan, with the government pledging to leave the UK’s natural realm in a better state
than this generation inherited, but how that will hold up after Brexit is moot.

Read more at FPC Freshtalk Daily

FYI #4

China’s Year Of The Electric Vehicle Is
Now Year Of The Shakeout

Credit: QILAI SHEN/BLOOMBERG

An economic meltdown will jeopardize expansion and adoption of electric vehicles
(EVs) in world’s largest auto market. This year was supposed to be a watershed for
electric vehicles, with BYD, Daimler, General Motors, Tesla and other industry titans
scheduled to roll out new models and open manufacturing plants in China, the
technology’s largest market. Then the coronavirus came along, short-circuiting
demand for cars of every sort and leaving EV makers with, at best, a dream
deferred. Because of the pandemic and its accompanying economic meltdown, 2020
is on track to be the third straight year of declining sales in the world’s biggest auto
market, jeopardizing multibillion-dollar expansion plans by EV makers. “An EV
shakeout is inevitable,” says Michael Dunne, chief executive officer of ZoZo Go, an
industry consultant based in Hong Kong. “The coronavirus shock has driven investor
appetite to nothing, so all EV startups are scrambling for cash.” Not everyone is so
glum. Chris McNally, a London-based analyst at Evercore ISI, figures that while the
global slump in auto demand likely will drag on EV sales volume, electric vehicles’
share of total cars sold—about 5% last year—should hold steady thanks to sales
targets set by China and the European Union.

Read more at Bloomberg

SPRING READING: NEW BOOK by

SPRING READING: NEW BOOK by
Bryan Walsh
END TIMES - A Brief Guide To The
End Of The World

Credit: Bryan Walsh

In this history of extinction and existential risk, a Newsweek and Bloomberg
popular science and investigative journalist examines our most dangerous
mistakes — and explores how we can protect and future-proof our civilization.
End Times is a compelling work of skilled reportage that peels back the layers of
complexity around the unthinkable — and inevitable — end of humankind. From
asteroids and artificial intelligence to volcanic supereruption to nuclear war, veteran
science reporter and TIME editor Bryan Walsh provides a stunning panoramic view of
the most catastrophic threats to the human race.
In End Times, Walsh examines threats that emerge from nature and those of our own
making: asteroids, supervolcanoes, nuclear war, climate change, disease pandemics,
biotechnology, artificial intelligence and extraterrestrial intelligence. Walsh details the
probability of these world-ending catastrophes, the impact on our lives were they to
happen, and the best strategies for saving ourselves, all pulled from his rigorous and
deeply thoughtful reporting and research. Walsh explores the danger of apocalypse
in all forms. In the end, it will be the depth of our knowledge, the height of our
imagination, and our sheer will to survive that will decide the future.
See Also on this book at BBC: Covid-19: The History Of Pandemics

Read more at Hachette Books

FYI#6: SPOTLIGHT ON EDUCATION

What Do We Need to Teach Now?

Credit:
ISTOCKPHOTO.COM/JOBALOU

Many teachers are so preoccupied with how to set up an online class that it's as if the
big, important questions have gone missing, argues Deborah J. Cohan. We must also
model for students how and what to prioritize. I also had no idea how prophetic the
title of my new book, Welcome to Wherever We Are, would be or how the essential
message of the book might inform how I am reshaping my pedagogy now. My book is
about what we hold on to, what we let go of, how we remember others and how
we’re remembered. It’s those questions that I am relying on now to structure how I
move forward and how I will try to inspire my students to move forward. For me, my
goal is this simple and this complex: to try my best to be kind to myself as I move in
and out of fear.
If you ever wondered what the McDonaldization of education looks like, here we are.
We are being expected to rush it out, fast and hot, and many devoted post-secondary
faculty members feel pressured to supersize their content. I want to step back and
ask, is this what we want to consume? Is this what will nourish and sustain us? Will

this be good for our individual and collective bodies, minds and hearts? Often, at the
end of a semester or even years later, when students share with me what they really
got out of my classes, I hear time and time again how it was never really about the
content as much as about how I showed up for and with them in moments of great
fear, grief, loss, sadness and seismic shifts in their lives. It’s about how I took them to
their farthest edge, stood there with them bearing witness and paying attention, and
didn’t let them fall off. No amount of Zoom, Google, Moodle or Blackboard will ever
make that happen.

Read more at Inside Higher Ed

END SHOTS
SPRING RENEWAL
Swansea Neighbourhood, Toronto
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