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HI,

It doesn’t matter whether you’re Chinese, Laotian, German, Italian, American,

Brazilian, Ethiopian, Ugandan or Canadian, science is science and it’s basically the

same wherever you live. You can be anywhere and use the same theory and methods

to test and understand your world, though interpretations may differ a little. I have

seen much of this, having been involved with international scientific collaborations for

much of my life. Not only has it been my experience that such cross cultural

collaborations are very fruitful, but that they should be promoted to not only advance

knowledge but also, I fully believe, to promote global peace and stability. How we can

carry on these in the future is a great question. So much has been disrupted,

including international travel and cultural harmony, yet so much has been invested. I

just know deep inside that the withdrawal of scientists, as the U.S. did last year from

China, is not the way to go. Rather we need to encourage and fund more such

collaboration. This will remain an enduring problem.

The regeneration of nature at this time of year gives pause for celebration and

reassurance. Celebration in its beauty, both in cities and rural areas (see Endshots),

and reassurance in its inevitability and rapid renewal. We gain hope in seeing life

spring back, after a long, cold and dark winter. Such celebration and reassurance,

highlighted now by 15 hours of daylight, is comforting to me in this time of COVID-19

and its inherent uncertainty and issues. It gives hope that we can renew our society,

now changed forever. We are living in a world in greater flux than usual, so different

from that of just three months ago. It’s a time that calls for discipline, empathy,

solidarity and leadership. Ultimately, it will be the leadership of everyone that will get

us through this and then everyone can wear a badge of honour, not for destroying life
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but for protecting, sustaining and nurturing it.

We hope you will also sustain yourself by reading further about many current life

changing health and environmental events and issues; they too always in flux, and

ever more in need of our attention and action. In today’s Planetary Health Weekly

(#21 of the year) you’ll read: 

Coronavirus updates: 

Bolsonaro is Brazil’s greatest threat, 

Answering travel related questions,

Alberta suspends some environmental monitoring due to COVID-19, 

Everything you need to know about herd immunity, 

Nicaragua’s success, 

275 social workers in the U.K. have died from COVID-19, 

Robotic dog on the job in Singapore, 

New opportunities for organized crime, and 

The COVID-19 cost of school closures, THEN 

The Great Barrier Reef suffers its most widespread mass bleaching event on

record, 

Solly Benatar tackles global health issues in the COVID-19 era, 

The complex interplay between immigration and issues of health and

medicine, 

Desalination is booming, but leaving tons of toxic waste, 

NASA Earth data powers energy-saving decisions, 

Renewable energy soon to be cheaper than coal almost everywhere, 

Winning by ditching coal and going all-in on renewables, 

Volvo and Daimler’s new investment in a fuel cell truck joint venture, 

Overpopulation leading to an unstable civilization, 

Canada’s oilsands on a collision course and Declaring the Canadian oilpatch

dead, 

Navajo Nation pandemic, 

Using music to fight climate change, 

Media death by COVID-19, 

Social distancing humour, 

COVID-19’s effects on conservation efforts, 

Eco-conscious wine lovers should buy corked wine, 



“Kraatoa II” a new novel by Les W. Kuzyk, and 

How the digital generation is driving changes in campus life.

I hope you’ll take a look. Keep safe and positive.

Best, david

David Zakus, Editor and Publisher

SPRINGTIME MAGNOLIA IN TORONTO

SARS-CoV-2 & COVID-19 UPDATES



The Biggest Threat To Brazil's
Coronavirus Response Is Its Own

President, Says The Lancet

Credits: AP  

In response to a journalist's question about the record number of deaths from

coronavirus, Mr. Bolsonaro said "So what? I'm sorry, but what do you want me to

do?".  Some days ago, the president had said he planned to have 30 friends over to

the presidential palace for a barbecue. Later in the day, he joked that he may extend

the invitation to thousands more, including political supporters and members of the

press.
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A recent report by Imperial College London showed that "the epidemic is not yet

controlled and will continue to grow" in Brazil, in stark contrast to parts of Europe and

Asia, where enforced lockdowns have had success. "While the Brazilian epidemic is

still relatively nascent on a national scale, our results suggest that further action is

needed to limit spread and prevent health system overload," the report said. In its

editorial, The Lancet noted challenges Brazil faces. About 13 million Brazilians live in

shanty town 'favelas,' where hygiene recommendations and physical distancing are

near impossible to follow. And now the pandemic rages. Read more at The Telegraph.

Your COVID-19 (Coronavirus) Travel
Questions Answered

Credits: skyscanner

During these unprecedented times, it may be difficult to find answers to your travel

questions. We’ve collected some of the most common COVID-19 questions travellers

have been asking, from which airlines and hotels have the most flexible booking

policies to how coronavirus has changed people's attitudes towards travel. Read

more at The Skyscanner and get answers to travel questions such as:

I’m thinking of cancelling my flight. What options do I have?

Where can I travel?

The airline I’m flying with cancelled my flight. Will I get a refund?

When will international flights resume?

Where can I travel?

Does travel insurance cover COVID-19 (coronavirus)?

When can I travel again?

Would you recommend booking an end of the year trip now?

I’m struggling to get a refund. What should I do?

SEE ALSO: 

At The Global News: Alberta Suspends Some Environmental Monitoring At 16
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Oilsands Projects Due To COVID-19

At Macleans: Everything You Need To Know About Herd Immunity. Hint: We're A

Long Way Off

At Quixote: Nicaragua In Times Of Coronavirus: Amazement And Suspicion

At Reuters: UK PM Johnson Says 275 Health And Social Care Workers Have Died

From COVID-19

At Popular Mechanics: Spot the Robot Dog, Now a Social Distancing Narc, Is Freaking

People Out In Singapore

At Economist: The Pandemic Is Creating Fresh Opportunities For Organised Crime

At Brookings: The COVID-19 Cost Of School Closures

The Great Barrier Reef Just Suffered Its
Most Widespread Coral Bleaching On

Record
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Australia's Great Barrier Reef has suffered its most widespread coral bleaching on

record, say scientists in a dire warning about the threat posed by climate change to

the world's largest living organism. James Cook University professor Terry Hughes

said a comprehensive survey last month found record sea temperatures had caused

the third mass bleaching of the 2,300-kilometre reef system in just five years. 

Bleaching occurs when healthy corals become stressed by a sustained increase in

ocean temperatures, causing them to expel algae living in their tissues which drains

them of their vibrant colours. They surveyed 1,036 reefs from the air during the last

two weeks in March to measure the extent and severity of coral bleaching throughout

the Barrier Reef region. For the first time, severe bleaching has struck all three

regions of the Great Barrier Reef. The damage came as February brought the highest

monthly sea temperatures on the Great Barrier Reef since Australia began keeping

records in 1900. Read more at SBS News

See also at Washington Post: Great Barrier Reef Suffers Its Most Widespread Mass

Bleaching Event On Record

Global Health In The Covid-19 Era:
Tackling The Real Issues

                                     Credit: Science for peace

By the late 20th century it was evident that pervasive threats to global health were not

being adequately addressed. These threats included wide disparities in health;

recrudescence of old infectious diseases and emergence of new ones, some of which

are associated with close contact between animals and humans in unhygienic and

cruel circumstances. Enduring poverty with billions of people deprived of basic life-

needs, ongoing conflict, clashes of cultures and civilizations and mass forced

migrations, were aggravated by environmental degradation (land, sea and air),

climate change, and ecosystem disruption. It was in this context of ongoing neglected
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threats that a safer and healthier future for individuals and whole populations was

aspired to. A new imaginative spectrum of global thinking was proposed to facilitate a

move beyond a narrow, individualistic, competitive, exploitative anthropocentricism

towards a more balanced, co-operative, socially cohesive and eco-centric perspective

on life and health. Little attention was paid to such proposals.  Read More by Solly

Benatar at Science For Peace.

A Conversation With Alan M. Kraut (The
Author Of "Silent Travelers") Examines

The Complex Interplay Between
Immigration And Issues Of Health And

Medicine

Credit: Rhododendrites / Wikimedia Commons

Kraut, who teaches at American University in Washington, D.C., is currently working

on a book about the role of xenophobia and nativism in American history. In 2017, he

received the Lifetime Achievement Award from the Immigration and Ethnic History

Society.

For this installment of the Undark Interview, we spoke with Kraut about the long and

multi-faceted interplay between immigration and issues of health and medicine, from

the earliest days of American nationhood to the current Covid-19 pandemic.

Discussion Included:

UNDARK: It’s no secret that immigrants to the United States have faced all
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manner of racism and hostility over the years — indeed, over the centuries.

How much of that hostility has been connected to a fear of illness and disease?

A.M. KRAUT: Throughout American history, one of the themes of American

xenophobia has been fear of the foreign-born because they are either disease-

bringers, or else because they come in such poor physical condition that they’re going

to end up being a public charge, and unable to support themselves and be productive

members of society, in an economic sense. So it’s been a key theme throughout our

history. And in moments of epidemic, those allegations — that the foreign-born are

disease-bringers — become especially salient and significant.

So for example, if one thinks about the cholera epidemic of 1832, which hit the East

Coast of the United States very hard, one of the themes was that it was the Irish

Catholic immigrants, who were coming in ever-greater great numbers, who were

bringing the cholera epidemic with them, and who were infectious and spreading the

disease.

If you think of the 1900 appearance of bubonic plague in California, especially in the

San Francisco area, [there was] an anti-Chinese theme, and at one point a big rope

was looped around Chinatown in San Francisco, and the Chinese were not permitted

to leave the Chinatown area. And at one point, local officials considered the idea of

burning entire thing down.

Other diseases, like tuberculosis — which was a very, very significant killer in the 19th

century — were often blamed on eastern European Jewish immigrants. In fact, the

disease was sometimes referred to as the “Jewish disease,” or the “tailor’s disease.”

And so throughout American history, right up to the present stigmatization of the

Chinese for the coronavirus, you have this underlying theme. I’ve often referred to it

as the “other pandemic” — a pandemic of hate, a pandemic of prejudice. Read More

at Undark.

Desalination Is Booming. But What
About All That Toxic Brine?
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     Credit: PATRICK T. FALLON/BLOOMBERG/GETTY IMAGES

IF ONLY HUMANS could drink seawater without dying, we wouldn’t find ourselves

floundering in a water crisis. To not die, first you have to boil saltwater and collect the

pure condensed vapor, or get yourself a fancy membrane that filters out all the salt

and, conveniently, sea life.

This is the controversial idea behind large-scale desalination—great big expensive

facilities that turn saltwater into a liquid that won’t kill you. The classic criticism of

'desal' is that it takes a tremendous amount of energy to process seawater, and we

really shouldn’t be burning any more fossil fuels than we need to be. But a less

chattered-about problem is the effect on the local environment: The primary

byproduct of desal is brine, which facilities pump back out to sea. The stuff sinks to

the seafloor and wreaks havoc on ecosystems, cratering oxygen levels and spiking

salt content.

Unfortunately, scientists haven’t had a good idea of just how much brine the 16,000

operating desal facilities worldwide have been producing. Until now. Researchers

report that global desal brine production is 50% higher than previous estimates,

totaling 141.5 million cubic meters a day, compared to 95 million cubic meters of

actual freshwater output from the facilities. Bad news for the environment, to be

sure, but things aren’t altogether dire: Desal tech is rapidly evolving, so plants are

getting far more efficient, both in the brine they produce and the energy they



use. Read More at Wired

NASA Earth Data Powers Energy-saving
Decisions

   Credit: NASA on Unsplash 

NASA's long-term, global view of Earth from space includes data on sunlight, wind,

temperature and precipitation, all key elements in understanding how our planet

works. That same information is also being put to very practical use on Earth by

improving the energy efficiency of buildings and siting renewable energy technology

like wind turbines and solar panels. NASA's Prediction of the Worldwide Energy

Resources (POWER) project puts NASA data into the hands of sustainability specialists

for decision making.

"School districts, private companies, all types of people use it all over the world," said

Paul Stackhouse, the POWER project manager. Based at NASA's Langley Research

Center in Hampton, Virginia, and supported by NASA's Earth Science Division in

Washington, one example of POWER is its work with Hawaii's school system to

monitor energy use in all public school buildings in the state. "We're able to provide

details on their energy usage and their energy efficiency," said Stackhouse. "It also

provides estimates of greenhouse gas emissions."  Read More at Solar Daily

GOOD NEWS
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GOOD NEWS

Energy From Renewables Will Soon Be
Cheaper Than From Coal In Many World

Regions

         Credit: Green Car Reports

Renewable energy is not just better for the environment, it's also becoming cheaper

than coal for electricity generation in many parts of the world, according to a new

report. Over 60% of current coal-fired power plants are producing electricity at a

higher cost than new wind or solar installations would, according to findings of the

Carbon Tracker Initiative, a self-described "not-for-profit financial think tank" focused

on needling capital markets to adopt more climate-friendly policies.

More renewable energy generating capacity would also help further lower the overall

carbon emissions of electric cars charged from the grid. By 2030, it will be cheaper to

build new wind or solar generating capacity than to continue operating coal power

plants in all markets, according to the report.

In the European Union, 96% of existing coal generating capacity already costs more

than it would to build new wind or solar installations, the report said. That's also the

https://www.greencarreports.com/news/1127470_energy-from-renewables-will-soon-be-cheaper-than-from-coal-in-many-world-regions?&utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=planetary_health_weekly_volume_6_number_21_may_21_2020&utm_term=2020-05-21
https://carbontracker.org/reports/how-to-waste-over-half-a-trillion-dollars/?&utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=planetary_health_weekly_volume_6_number_21_may_21_2020&utm_term=2020-05-21


case for 71% of China's current coal generating capacity, and 51% of the coal power

plants in India. And nearly half—47%—of current United States coal capacity costs

more to operate than renewables, according to the report. Read More at Green Car

Reports.

SEE ALSO: 

At The Climate Reality: When Communities Ditch Coal And Go All-in O Renewables,

Everybody Wins

MORE GOOD NEWS

Volvo and Daimler Launch €1.2bn Fuel
Cell Truck Joint Venture

Credits: Credit: Daimler

European auto giants Daimler and Volvo announced plans to launch a new joint

venture to develop and produce fuel cell systems for heavy-duty vehicles. Under the

terms of the deal Daimler will consolidate all its current fuel cell activities in the joint

venture, effectively bringing an end to its work to develop fuel cell cars. Volvo said in a

statement it is to acquire 50% in the joint venture in a deal worth around €600m on a

cash and debt free basis, valuing the new venture at €1.2bn. The deal was preliminary

and non-binding, it added. 

The FT reported that both parties would each immediately invest a "nine-digit" sum in

the new company, supporting its goal to bring fuel cell trucks to market in the second
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half of the decade. The new company will initially employ 250 people and will be

headquartered in the German state of Baden-Württemberg, where Daimler brand

Mercedes has based its fuel cell R&D activity. Read More at Business Green

OPINION

OVERPOPULATED COUNTRIES,
UNSUSTAINABLE CIVILIZATION

Credit: Pablo Lopez Luz, Courtesy of Global Population Speak Out

One of Vermont based Population Media Center’s most popular web pages is from

2010. The title is “New Index Highlights Most Overpopulated Countries.” Keyword

research shows a clear, ongoing, global demand for information on this topic. It is

very encouraging to know there are multitudes of people who are aware of and

concerned about the prospects for global sustainability. The post in question was

concerned with an analysis of 130 countries, based on 2006 data, using the Ecological

Footprint concept as popularized by Global Footprint Network (GFN). To familiarize

yourself with all of GFN’s nomenclature, we recommend this glossary as a reference.

As of 2010, 77 countries were said to be “overpopulated” — defined in the article as a

country “consuming more resources than they are producing.” GFN actually uses the

term ecological deficit to label this situation. Specifically, an ecological deficit is:

“…when the Ecological Footprint of a population exceeds the biocapacity of the area

available to that population. A national ecological deficit means that the nation is

importing biocapacity through trade, liquidating national ecological assets or emitting

carbon dioxide waste into the atmosphere.” On the other hand, an ecological reserve
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exists when the biocapacity of a region exceeds its population's Ecological Footprint.

Based on 2006 data, there were 53 countries with an ecological reserve.

So, what has happened in the intervening 14 years? Read More at Population Media.

SPOTLIGHT ON POLICY

The Oilsands In A Carbon Constrained
Canada - The Collision Course Between
Overall Emissions And National Climate

Commitments

Source: Ryan Jackson/Edmonton Journal files

Alberta’s oilsands are at a crossroads according to a new report by The Pembina

Institute. The oil and gas industry has made big contributions to Canadian society:

providing jobs, technology and research excellence, while warming homes, fuelling

cars and powering our electricity grids. Today, the oil and gas sector is facing

unprecedented pressures. While dramatic fluctuations in the price of energy

commodities are not new, increasing automation, adoption of new disruptive

technologies, shifting market demands, and climate commitments are reshaping the
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future of this sector. Business-as-usual no longer applies — significant changes are

necessary. In a continuing effort to depolarize the conversation, this report seeks to

help establish a basic, commonly agreed-upon set of facts about Alberta’s oilsands,

their emissions performance and trajectories, and what Canada’s commitment to

achieve deep decarbonization will mean for the sector. Key points:

- Carbon emissions from the oilsands sector are the fastest-growing source of

emissions in Canada. 

- Oilsands products are not homogeneous and there is a wide range in performance 

- The oilsands industry has worked toward decreasing the emissions intensity of its

products in the past decades. 

_ Despite these improvements in carbon intensity, absolute carbon emissions from

the oilsands continue to increase overall, as growth in production outpaces gains

from reductions in per-barrel intensity. Read More at Pembina.

SEE ALSO: 

At The Climate Reality: Two Canadian Political Leaders Declare The Oilpatch 'Dead,'

Warn Ottawa Against Financial Supports

SPOTLIGHT ON INDIGENOUS WELLNESS

Navajo Nation Surpasses New York
State For The Highest COVID-19

Infection Rate In The U.S.

                                                                                                                       Credit: Morgan Lee/AP
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The Navajo Nation, the largest Indigenous tribe in the U.S., has surpassed New York

and New Jersey for the highest per-capita coronavirus infection rate in the US --

another sign of Covid-19's disproportionate impact on minority communities. The

Navajo Nation, which spans parts of Arizona, New Mexico and Utah, reported a

population of 173,667 on the 2010 census. As a result, with 4,002 cases, the Native

American territory has 2,304.41 cases of Covid-19 per 100,000 people. By contrast,

New York state now has a rate of 1,806 cases per 100,000 and New Jersey is at 1,668

cases per 100,000, according to data from Johns Hopkins University.

The nation has one of the strictest stay-at-home orders in the country, mandating

that residents not leave their homes unless there is an emergency or they are

essential workers. Even those who leave home for work must have documentation on

company letterhead with a verifiable contact number for a manager in order to go.

For the last few months the nation has been on weekend lockdowns to prevent

members from being out and risking infection but case numbers have continued to

rise. Other minority groups also have been hard hit by the coronavirus. Read more at

CNN

See also at CNN: Doctors Without Borders Dispatched To New Mexico To Help The

Navajo Nation
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Photo on Vancouver’s Hastings Street by Joshua Berson

Quote Of The Week

One of the few political leaders who understands the dangers ahead is German

Chancellor Angela Merkel, a scientist by training. 

“Nobody likes to hear this, but it is the truth,” she said on April 20. “We are not

living through the final phase of this crisis, we are still at its beginning. We will

still have to live with this virus for a long time.”

The danger is this: the rule of the crowd has no respect for science or viruses for that

matter. The French genius Gustave Le Bon noted in 1896 that crowd psychology is a

wrecking ball. “Crowds are only powerful for destruction. Their rule is always

tantamount to a barbarian phase. A civilization involves fixed rules, discipline, a

passing from the instinctive to the rational state, forethought for the future, an

elevated degree of culture — all of them conditions that crowds, left to

themselves, have invariably shown themselves incapable of realizing.”

"Do not delude yourself or those you love. This emergency has just begun. Be a

strong and active citizen. Demand that leaders ignore the unruly waves of expedience

and guide us, instead, carefully through these dangerous waters." Andrew Nikiforuk

- We Are in a New Danger Zone

Read More at Tyee

Upcoming Events

May 21st - 23rd: Indigenous Health Conference: Building
Our Future (Niagara Falls, Canada) - Postponed

June 16th - 18th: Cities In A Changing World: Questions Of
Culture, Climate And Design (Virtual/ New York, USA)

November 9th-19th: 2020 UN Climate Change Conference
(UNFCCC COP26) (Glasgow, Scotland) - Postponed for one
year!
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FYI#1 SPOTLIGHT ON MEDIA:

Traditional News Media Were
Already Ill. COVID-19 Is Killing

Some

Credit: thetyee Google Maps

Local reporting is being kneecapped by pandemic-driven cuts to media outlets across

Canada at a time when community-specific, trustworthy reporting is vital to public

health. A project to map the impacts of COVID-19 on Canadian media paints a bleak

picture of communities in Canada hurtling towards news poverty in the midst of a

pandemic.

The project, which involves J-Source, the Local News Research Project at Ryerson

University and the Canadian Association of Journalists, found 2,053 editorial and non-

editorial staff have been laid off by media across Canada in the last six weeks. More

than 100 outlets have been affected, with 48 community newspapers closing. And

experts say it is difficult to see how the already struggling industry could fully recover

from such a blow.
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Read More at The Tyee

FYI #2

Social Distancing Report: A Bit Of
Humour!

Credit: Getty Images 

Half of us are going to come out of this quarantine as amazing cooks. The other

half will come out with a drinking problem.

I used to spin that toilet paper like I was on Wheel of Fortune. Now I turn it like

I'm cracking a safe.

I need to practice social-distancing from the refrigerator.

Still haven't decided where to go for Easter ----- The Living Room or The

Bedroom

https://thetyee.ca/Mediacheck/2020/04/29/COVID-19-Killing-Traditional-News-Media-Closures-Cuts/?utm_source=weekly&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=040520&utm_term=2020-05-21


PSA: every few days try your jeans on just to make sure they fit. Pajamas will

have you believe all is well in the kingdom.

Homeschooling is going well. 2 students suspended for fighting and 1 teacher

fired for drinking on the job.

I don't think anyone expected that when we changed the clocks we'd go from

Standard Time to the Twilight Zone

This morning I saw a neighbor talking to her cat. It was obvious she thought her

cat understood her. I came into my house, told my dog..... we laughed a lot.

So, after this quarantine.....will the producers of My 600 Pound Life just find me

or do I find them?

Quarantine Day 5: Went to this restaurant called THE KITCHEN. You have to

gather all the ingredients and make your own meal. I have no clue how this

place is still in business.

My body has absorbed so much soap and disinfectant lately that when I pee it

cleans the toilet.

Day 5 of Homeschooling: One of these little monsters called in a bomb threat.

I'm so excited --- it's time to take out the garbage. What should I wear?

I hope the weather is good tomorrow for my trip to Puerto Backyarda. I'm

getting tired of Los Livingroom.

Classified Ad: Single man with toilet paper seeks woman with hand sanitizer for

good clean fun.

Day 6 of Homeschooling: My child just said "I hope I don't have the same

teacher next year".... I'm offended.

Better 6 feet apart than 6 feet under...

FYI #3

Covid-19 Hits Conservation Efforts

https://undark.org/2020/05/13/covid-19-conservation/?&utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=planetary_health_weekly_volume_6_number_21_may_21_2020&utm_term=2020-05-21


       Credit: John Duncan / Unsplash

In MARCH 12, an estimated 541,000 sandhill cranes were nestled along the Platte

River Valley near Kearney, Nebraska, USA. Nearby, hundreds of people huddled in

riverside blinds with cameras and binoculars to watch as the birds stretched out their

slender necks and showed off their red foreheads and penetrating orange eyes. Over

the next month, the birds would continue to migrate along the Platte, eventually

representing about 80% of the world’s sandhill crane population and the entire native

population of the endangered whooping crane.

The crowds of tourists were just a start. In a normal year, about 40,000 people travel

to Kearney between March and April to join popular crane festivals — a tradition that

stretches back to the 1970s. “This migration is completely magnificent,” said Bill

Taddicken, director of Rowe Sanctuary, a National Audubon Society refuge that

contains protected crane migration grounds. “It’s something people have never seen

before so it can create a very emotional tie.”

But on March 13, Rowe Sanctuary shut down due to the spread of Covid-19, canceling

its tours and closing all trails. Other private crane viewing areas did the same. Soon,

the only people passing through Kearney were visitors from nearby towns on quick

driving tours near the Platte. The visitors couldn’t buy meals because many

restaurants were shuttered. Most campgrounds were closed and few day-trippers

risked getting hotel rooms. Overall, the town lost around $10 million in business from

the crane tourists. Conservation groups also took big hits. This is happening all over

the world.
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Read more at Undark

FYI #4

Eco-conscious Wine Lovers Should
Buy Corked Instead Of Screw Top

Because It Has Up To Half The Carbon
Footprint

                                                                Credit: Reuters

Eco-conscious wine lovers should seek out bottles sealed with a cork rather than a

screw top because it has up to half the carbon footprint, scientists have discovered. In

the past, the water used to grow cork trees, and the fact you are cutting trees to make

the stoppers, made some believe it was better for the environment to buy wine

sealed with a recyclable cap. However, a new study by Ernst & Young has found that

corks are carbon negative, meaning the production of them captures carbon from the

atmosphere instead of adding to the industry's carbon footprint. They found a natural
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cork captures 309g of CO2, and a natural cork for sparkling wine captures 562g of

CO2.

Read more at The Telegraph

FYI #5: SPRING READING: New
Book By Les W. Kuzyk

"KRAKATOA II"
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Credit: smashwords

Surrounded by tradition, Vince in Calgary strives to keep climate crisis sanity. As his

team’s geoengineering shifts north, Vince keeps motivated by similar thinkers, and his

daughter twelve’s free spirit. In a transitioning world of carbon tickets, politics, naval

standoffs and planet, a peaceful survival valley gains appeal. In case mother Earth has

plans not so fitting with the human species.

About Les W Kuzyk:
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Testing the waters of writing on a university thesis, Les learned of his passion for

words and social justice. After publishing two academic papers followed by further

non-fiction, he switched gears to focus passion and writing voice on fiction. His novels

and short stories typically play out in a near future settings, all linked to his

OurNearFuture site. The science researched speculative novel "Pinatubo II" set in the

year 2027 begins a Climate Reality series, the second novel "Krakatoa II" was

published in 2019, while the story of rebellious youth in "The shela directive" novel

became available in 2016.

Read More at Smash Words

FYI#6: SPOTLIGHT ON EDUCATION

How The Digital Generation Is
Driving Changes In Campus Life

                                                                                                                                                     Credit: Brooke Cagle/Unsplash

                                                                          

The average college student has never known a time without smartphones and social

media. They take for granted that there is, or at least soon will be, an app for
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everything. With a relationship to technology that feels as natural as breathing, they

arrive on campus expecting easy access, convenience and speedy results in every

aspect of their college life, from studying to socializing.

Providing access to the tech tools and infrastructure required to meet those demands

is now an indispensable element of higher education services. When colleges and

universities embrace technological innovation to engage students in learning and

enhance their life outside of class, they can attract, retain and graduate more student.

We know college life looks different these days. Most college students are living their

digitally connected lives at home now and studying online until it’s safe to return to

campus. But once they do, you can be sure they’ll want to get right back to being

connected 24/7, from the dorm room to the classroom. Let’s look at three key areas

in which technology is transforming campus life, with students in the vanguard

pushing for change.

Read more at Education Dive

ENDSHOTS

SPRINGTIME RENEWAL
HAWKRIGG LANE, SEGUIN, ONTARIO

MAY 20, 2020
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WHITE TRILLIUM                                              ONTARIO'S FLORAL EMBLEM SINCE 1937
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