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HI,

Can you believe it, we’ve now gone way pasT 12 million COVID-19 cases worldwide

and some still have problems believing it is happening. When contemplating the

summer heavens the other day (see ENDSHOTS) I thought, what are the major issues

in the world that give me pause, keep me awake at night (or wake me early) and

motivate me to keep going, incense me? Well, I came up with a long list, some of

which overlap but each worthy on its own. Let me know if you have more:

Honesty in teaching, which I strive for and now assisted by highly connected

students unafraid of challenging.

Huge locusts attacks recently in Africa, Latin America and Asia - unreal.

General food insecurity for millions, if not billions; this is just the start of what’s

to come.

Medical decision making, so good yet so much yet to achieve; we used to think

we were so smart, some still do.

Those countries with rapidly increasing and high case numbers; the horrible

situation in the USA, Brazil and several others.

Millions of children at risk, malnutrition, IDs, being trafficked, dying.

Being tired, not yet able to feel like I’ve had a good night’s sleep.

Bats, how the can carry many viruses, how they are so useful and interesting.

Wearing masks, now mandatory in Toronto in all indoor public places; it’s kind

of like computers or the internet, once you do it, no big deal.

Extreme Arctic heat, giant ice melting now happening; will very likely wreak

huge havoc in the future.

Record burning of the Amazon forests and how we tolerate the continued and

unsustainable destruction of nature, which our future generations will need and

have to rely on even more than we today, and how the ‘world’ justifies and

tolerates it rather than decry and stop it; this is a giant crime against life.

Climate change in general and the coming disasters, as sure to be as COVID-19

has spread to the world, with now more than 12m infected and 600 thousand

deaths.

Stress leading to “hot cognition,” decision making and/or behaviour at the

extremes: sleep, eating, going out, exercise, masks, abuse, general risk taking.

We’re a social being, following the herd to a large degree, but which herd?

Record high CO2 emissions despite the decreased use of fossil fuels, which

would need to be sustained longer to make any real long-term impact, and the

lack of creativity and commitment to a green future in Canada and elsewhere.

Lack of travel, something that almost defined my life ‘before’ 
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Death and destruction of large parts of local, national and international presses

and media, political attacks on journalists and so much fake news.

Trump (he really has to go or we’re in for total destruction).

Huge racism being further exposed and the resistance to change by many due

to lack of understanding, knowledge and privilege.

Child, adolescent and adult exploitation/slavery all around the world and how

even my clothing are a product of it, and luckily I’ve mostly given up chocolate.

China, especially as a Canadian, with respect to the two Michaels held unjustly

in tortuous Chinese jails, Huawei and how such a great relationship a few years

ago has gone right down the tubes with no resolution in sight, and how we’ve

been put into this situation by the USA; I have many friends and colleagues in

China.

Current and pending economic downturns from COVID-19, especially in the

poorer countries where the basics of life are already threatened, food

insecurity looms, and the future so precarious for all.

The current pandemic, which is worsening every day, and the thought of

another pandemic, which will certainly happen at some time (it may be even

happening now) and how little we learn from the past and present and our

reluctancy to change behaviour.

Sorry to go on. But, send me your’s that I missed. Enjoy and learn in today’s Planetary

Health Weekly (#28 of the year) hitting on a number of my problems. The stories

include:

Coronavirus updates, 

The silencing of female expertise during the pandemic, 

More have been infected than ever thought, 

COVID-19 and the Social Determinants of Health in Toronto, 

How British Columbia and New Brunswick flattened their curves, 

Reducing cases can’t be our only goal, 

India opens a 10,000 bed Covid hospital, 

New case clusters around the world, 

USA buys up stock of Remdesivir, 

New database of superspreading events, 

How tourism in LMICs will change, 

Promising vaccine results at USaskatchewan, 

ADB’s pandemic supply chain map, THEN 

Siberian heatwave: Why the Arctic is warming so much faster; Zombie fires in

Alaska; and Rapid meltdown in Siberia, 

Earth’s CO2 levels hit record high, 

Brazil-Canada cooperation addressing violence against women, 

World’s largest solar power deal in India, 

India’s large commitment to solar carries a lead risk, 

Everyday online dashboard of CO2 emissions, 

California mandates commercial trucks to go electric, 

How and why diverse contexts, different pandemics, 

Screening older doctors - good sense or discrimination?

Indspire provides record funding for First Nations, Inuit and Métis students

across Canada, 

Newly expanded NIEHS online portal for climate change and human health

studies, 

The promise and peril of virtual health care, 

Educating yourself – learning to be critical and challenge assumptions, 



Determine your use of slaves today, 

Coretta Scott King Book Award winners for young readers, 

Canadian universities create and sign a charter addressing climate change, and 

ENDSHOTS and COVID-19 INFO.

I hope you’ll take a look.

Best, david

David Zakus, Editor and Publisher

BEAUTIFUL HOME GARDEN LILIES

SARS-CoV-2 & COVID-19 UPDATES



New Cases Still All Over The Map; 212,000 in
the last day and 1,400,000 in the last week,

globally

Coronavirus Coverage And The Silencing
Of Female Expertise
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With male voices dominating the pandemic narrative, female scientists are lamenting

the loss of diverse perspectives. Once you notice the dominance of the (typically

White) male expert, it’s hard to un-see it. Writing for prominent outlets, journalists

have hailed men as scientific heroes of the coronavirus era and defenders of fact.

They’ve quoted all — or nearly all — male scientists on epidemiological models, herd

immunity, viral spread on surfaces, why some people get sicker than others, and how

to prepare for a likely Covid-19 resurgence. “Not only are women being passed over

and ignored, but also we’re getting people that don’t know what they’re doing

supporting decision makers,” said Caroline Buckee, an associate professor of

epidemiology at the Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health. Women are also

noticeably less visible in the flurry of scientific publishing on the pandemic. One

complaint is that the media and policymakers overwhelmingly turn to men as figures

of scientific authority. But if you’re not hearing women’s voices, you’re not getting the

best science or representing science as it actually is, Buckee said. “Of course, there are

inequalities, but there are plenty of really good women scientists,” she said. “And

without reflecting that adequately during a crisis — and in the press — you are doing

a disservice to science overall.” Read More at Undark

SEE ALSO: 

At The Conversation:  Coronavirus: our study suggests more people have had it than

previously estimated

At CTV News : Geography, leadership and sheer luck: Why B.C. and N.B. flattened the

curve so quickly

At The Globe and Mail: Reducing COVID-19 cases can’t be our only public health goal

At CNN: India opens one of the world's largest hospitals (with 10,000 beds) to fight

coronavirus

At The Guardian:  New Covid-19 clusters across world spark fear of second wave

At The Guardian:  US buys up world stock of key Covid-19 drug remdesivir

At Medium: Covid-19 Superspreading Events Database

At Devex: How will tourism in LMICs change post-COVID?

At U of Saskachewan  News:  Promising pre-clinical results for USask VIDO-InterVac

COVID-19 vaccine

At Devex: ADB eyes expansion of COVID-19 supply chain map

See ENDSHOTS for more current statistical COVID-19 summaries.

Siberia Heatwave: Why The Arctic Is
Warming So Much Faster Than The Rest

Of The World?
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On the eve of the summer solstice, something very worrying happened in the Arctic

Circle. For the first time in recorded history, temperatures reached 38°C (101°F) in a

remote Siberian town -- 18°C warmer than the maximum daily average for June in this

part of the world, and the all-time temperature record for the region. New records are

being set every year, and not just for maximum temperatures, but for melting ice and

wildfires too. That’s because air temperatures across the Arctic have been increasing

at a rate that is about twice the global average. 

In fact, there is evidence to indicate that sea ice extent has not been this low for at

least the last 1,500 years. In other words, the record-breaking temperatures seen this

summer in the Arctic are not a “one-off”. They are part of a long-term trend that was

predicted by climate models decades ago. Today, we’re seeing the results, with

permafrost thaw and sea ice and ice sheet melting. The Arctic has sometimes been

described as the canary in the coal mine for climate breakdown. Well it’s singing

pretty loudly right now and it will get louder and louder in years to come.

See also at Washington Post:

 ‘Zombie fires’ are erupting in Alaska and likely Siberia, signaling severe Arctic

fire season may lie ahead

Rapid Arctic meltdown in Siberia alarms scientists

Earth’s Carbon Dioxide Levels Hit
Record High, Despite Coronavirus-

Related Emissions Drop
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According to readings from the Scripps Institution of Oceanography and the National

Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), the amount of CO2 in the air in May

2020 hit an average of slightly greater than 417 parts per million (ppm). This is the

highest monthly average value ever recorded, and is up from 414.7 ppm in May of

last year.  The findings shows that CO2 emissions reductions on the order of 20 to 30

percent would need to be sustained for six to 12 months in order for the increase in

atmospheric CO2 to slow in a detectable way. “The buildup of CO2 is a bit like trash in

a landfill. As we keep emitting, it keeps piling up,” said Ralph Keeling, who directs

Scripps’s carbon dioxide monitoring program, and whose late father, Charles David

Keeling, began measurements at the Mauna Loa Observatory in Hawaii in 1958. 

Rob Jackson, an emissions expert with Stanford University and the Global Carbon

Project, who conducted the analysis of emissions declines due to the pandemic with

colleagues from the Global Carbon Project, said the findings are not surprising given

how the planet’s carbon cycle works. “This result is disappointing but expected in an

atmosphere that is both big and variable,” he said via email. “We shouldn’t fall into the

trap of thinking that the effect of Covid-19 on emissions is trivial or that climate

progress is impossible,” he said. “It isn’t. Short-term changes in anything are hard to

detect in something as big as the atmosphere.”

Atmospheric levels of CO2 are cumulative, and they will continue to increase until net

emissions are cut to zero. They will not decrease until human activities and natural

ecosystems are removing more greenhouse gases than is going into the air.

Molecules of CO2, a global warming agent, can remain in the atmosphere for up to

1,000 years. Read More at Washington Post
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Brazil-Canada: Casting Seeds Through
Community Consultation On

Addressing Violence Against Women

Credit: World Bank Group

This is a report of the first experience of the Chair of Research in Urban Health, Dr.

Margareth Zanchetta, at Ryerson University, Toronto, in collaboration with the Federal

University of Paraíba, Brazil about a community opinion consultation on strategies to

confront violence against women, and stimulate a renewed vision of international

collaboration and partnership between Nursing programs. This experience

between Brazilian and Canadian nursing professors and students was fundamental

for the establishment of scientific collaborations recently implemented and in

planning and consolidating the potential of Nursing to be involved in scientific and

technological agreements between Brazil and Canada. They recommend that

undergraduate and graduate nursing programs promote exchanges with different

countries, not only in research projects, but also in social development projects that

are equally valued in the construction of a body of knowledge for global

Nursing. Read More at Scielo

Adani Green Energy Wins The World's
Largest Solar Deal

https://www.scielo.br/scielo.php?script=sci_arttext&pid=S1414-81452020000300601&tlng=pt&utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=planetary_health_weekly_volume_6_number_28_july_9_2020&utm_term=2020-07-09
https://www.scielo.br/scielo.php?script=sci_arttext&pid=S1414-81452020000300601&tlng=pt&utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=planetary_health_weekly_volume_6_number_28_july_9_2020&utm_term=2020-07-09
https://www.solardaily.com/reports/Adani_Green_Energy_wins_the_worlds_largest_solar_deal_999.html?&utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=planetary_health_weekly_volume_6_number_28_july_9_2020&utm_term=2020-07-09




     Credit: Adani Solar (Mundra Solar PV Ltd)

Adani Green Energy Limited has won the first of its kind manufacturing linked solar

agreement from the Solar Energy Corporation of India (SECI). As a part of the award,

AGEL will build 8 GW of solar projects along with a commitment that will see Adani

Solar establish 2 GW of additional solar cell and module manufacturing capacity. This

award, the largest of its type, ever, in the world will entail a single investment of US$6

billion and will create 400,000 direct and indirect jobs. It will also displace 900 million

tons of carbon dioxide over its lifetime. Commenting on the win, Mr. Gautam Adani,

Chairman of the Adani Group said: "The Honourable Prime Minister Mr. Narendra

Modi made a commitment at the 2015 United Nations Climate Change Conference in

Paris that India would lead the Climate Change revolution and will in fact fulfill the

majority of its COP21 commitments nine years ahead of the 2030 deadline. We are

indeed honoured to be selected by the Solar Energy Corporation of India for this

landmark award. In today's world, climate adaptation cannot be considered

independent of economic development priorities, and both job creation as well as

decarbonization must be simultaneous objectives. The fact that renewable power will

transition into becoming the world's cleanest and most economical fuel is a foregone

conclusion and the Adani Group intends to play a leading role in this journey.” Read

More at Solar Daily

India Is Using More Solar Energy—But It
Carries A Lead Risk

https://www.solardaily.com/reports/Adani_Green_Energy_wins_the_worlds_largest_solar_deal_999.html?&utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=planetary_health_weekly_volume_6_number_28_july_9_2020&utm_term=2020-07-09
https://www.wired.com/story/india-is-using-more-solar-energy-but-it-carries-a-lead-risk/?bxid=5be9d92624c17c6adf400057&cndid=50304278&esrc=subscribe-page&source=EDT_WIR_NEWSLETTER_0_DAILY_ZZ&utm_brand=wired&utm_campaign=aud-dev&utm_mailing=WIR_Daily_060720&utm_medium=email&utm_source=nl&utm_term=list2_p1


                                                                                                                                           Credit: GETTY IMAGES

In rural areas, solar power is stored in lead batteries. If they aren't properly recycled,

contamination can cause health problems. At the 2018 United Nations climate

meeting in Poland, the European Union and the Indian-led International Solar Alliance

(ISA) signed a joint declaration that climate change activists say could help India meet

its renewable energy target by 2022. The country is one of several—including China,

Brazil and Bangladesh—that have announced ambitious initiatives to expand their

use of solar power. But “India’s certainly one of the worst countries in the world with

regard to informal use of lead-acid battery processing," said Bret Ericson, the lead

author of the study and now a consultant with the U.N. Environment Program. “It’s

one of the countries where the problem is most severe, particularly in the

northeastern part.” According to Ericson, half of the world’s lead gets recycled in the

informal sector. “These are just people trying to make a living,” he said. “They just

don’t know they are poisoning people.” Read More at Wired

GOOD NEWS

This Online Dashboard Reveals Our
Carbon Dioxide Emissions Every Day

https://www.wired.com/story/india-is-using-more-solar-energy-but-it-carries-a-lead-risk/?bxid=5be9d92624c17c6adf400057&cndid=50304278&esrc=subscribe-page&source=EDT_WIR_NEWSLETTER_0_DAILY_ZZ&utm_brand=wired&utm_campaign=aud-dev&utm_mailing=WIR_Daily_060720&utm_medium=email&utm_source=nl&utm_term=list2_p1
https://www.discovermagazine.com/planet-earth/this-online-dashboard-reveals-our-carbon-dioxide-emissions-every-day?ref=hvper.com&utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=planetary_health_weekly_volume_6_number_28_july_9_2020&utm_term=2020-07-09




         Cred it: Jean-François Monier/AFP via Getty Images

Global heating is an existential threat to humanity. As carbon dioxide pours into our

atmosphere, temperatures increase, sea levels rise, diseases spread, food crops fail

and so on. The biggest carbon emissions come from fossil fuel burning and cement

manufacturing. But without knowing how much fuel is burned and how much cement

is made every day, it is tough to gauge the extent of the problem. This lack of

knowledge also affects important efforts to reduce emissions. Without an immediate

way to assess their effectiveness, it is hard for climate scientists, industrialists,

governments and policy makers to decide how best to act. Which is why the work of

Zhu Liu at Tsinghau University in Beijing, and colleagues around the world, is so

significant. This group has begun to track global emissions of carbon dioxide on a

daily basis and begun to publish this data in near-real time on an online dashboard. It

has the potential to show the immediate impact of policies or changes in behaviour

designed to reduce emissions. That could be crucial for galvanizing public support

and giving policy makers the data they need to justify their actions and propose new

measures. Read More at Discover Magazine

See the dashboard at CarbonMonitor:

https://www.carbonmonitor.org.cn/

See also at IEA: Global CO2 Emissions in 2019

MORE GOOD NEWS

California Mandates Commercial Trucks
To Go Electric Starting In 2024, And All-

EV by 2045

https://www.discovermagazine.com/planet-earth/this-online-dashboard-reveals-our-carbon-dioxide-emissions-every-day?ref=hvper.com&utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=planetary_health_weekly_volume_6_number_28_july_9_2020&utm_term=2020-07-09
https://www.carbonmonitor.org.cn/?&utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=planetary_health_weekly_volume_6_number_28_july_9_2020&utm_term=2020-07-09
https://www.iea.org/articles/global-co2-emissions-in-2019?&utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=planetary_health_weekly_volume_6_number_28_july_9_2020&utm_term=2020-07-09
https://www.greencarreports.com/news/1128652_california-mandate-electric-trucks-all-ev-by-2045?&utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=planetary_health_weekly_volume_6_number_28_july_9_2020&utm_term=2020-07-09


Credits: Daimler Electric Vehicle Family

California has made significant progress in reducing emissions with a zero-emission

vehicle mandate for passenger cars, which requires the largest-volume automakers to

sell battery-electric or hydrogen fuel-cell vehicles. Now the Golden State aims to

tackle commercial trucks. Adopted recently, the Advanced Clean Truck regulation

requires manufacturers of commercial vehicles to start selling electric trucks in 2024,

and to sell only electric trucks in California by 2045. The California Air Resources

Board (CARB) claims this is the first rule of its kind in the world, and that it will lower

related premature deaths by 1,000. Trucks are the largest single source of vehicular

air pollution, CARB said in a press release. They account for 70% of pollution and 80%

of diesel soot, despite numbering only 2 million of the roughly 30 million vehicles

registered in California. CARB said it is considering follow-up regulations that require

stringent new nitrogen-oxide (NOx) emissions standards for new trucks. CARB also

proposed a requirement for larger fleets to transition to electric trucks on an

accelerated timeline. The new California regulations could also be good news for

Nikola and Tesla, which are planning their own zero-emission semi trucks. Read More

at Green Car Reports

https://www.greencarreports.com/news/1128652_california-mandate-electric-trucks-all-ev-by-2045?&utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=planetary_health_weekly_volume_6_number_28_july_9_2020&utm_term=2020-07-09


OPINION

The COVID-19 Pandemic: Diverse
Contexts; Different Epidemics—How

And Why?

Credit: Avetta

It is very exceptional that a new disease becomes a true pandemic. Since its

emergence in Wuhan, China in late 2019, SARS-CoV-2, the virus that causes COVID-19,

has spread to nearly all countries of the world in only a few months. However, in

different countries, the COVID-19 epidemic takes variable shapes and forms in how it

affects communities. Until now the insights gained on COVID-19 have been largely

dominated by the COVID-19 epidemics and the lockdowns in China, Europe and the

United States. But this variety of global trajectories is little described, analyzed or

understood. In only a few months, an enormous amount of scientific evidence on

SARS-CoV-2 and COVID-19 has been uncovered (knowns). But important knowledge

gaps remain (unknowns). An important missing piece of the COVID-19 puzzle can be

solved by learning from the variety of ways the COVID-19 epidemic is unfolding across

the globe. This paper tries to make sense of this variability—by exploring the

important role that context plays in these different COVID-19 epidemics; by

comparing COVID-19 epidemics with other respiratory diseases, including other

coronaviruses that circulate continuously; and by highlighting the critical unknowns

and uncertainties that remain.  Read More at SSRN

SPOTLIGHT ON POLICY

Screening Older Doctors: Good Sense,
Or Discrimination?

https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=3622324&utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=planetary_health_weekly_volume_6_number_28_july_9_2020&utm_term=2020-07-09
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=3622324&utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=planetary_health_weekly_volume_6_number_28_july_9_2020&utm_term=2020-07-09
https://undark.org/2020/06/24/mandatory-screening-older-physicians/?&utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=planetary_health_weekly_volume_6_number_28_july_9_2020&utm_term=2020-07-09




                                                                                                                            Source: Olga Guryanova/Unsplash

Across the U.S., hospitals are screening older physicians for signs of decline. But is

that age discrimination? Nearly 150,000 U.S. physicians age 65 or older are in active

practice, accounting for 15% of the physician workforce, according to the American

Medical Association. Yale is one of a number of hospitals and health systems that

have implemented policies requiring physicians when they reach a certain age —

typically 70, sometimes older — to undergo specialized screenings in order to

continue medical practice. Aging is associated with declines in cognitive performance

and other functions, and proponents of age-based screening programs say that the

evaluations are needed to protect patient safety. But the policies are controversial.

One lawsuit alleges that the screening requirements subjected physicians “to the

stigma of being singled out because of their age.” “While age alone doesn’t predict or

solely identify either physical impairments or cognitive impairments, there really isn’t

much argument that, as you get older, the frequency of such goes up,” said Donald

Yealy, senior medical director of the health services division at the University of

Pittsburgh Medical Center. Herbert Rakatansky, who chairs a committee overseeing

the Rhode Island Medical Society physician health program, said in an interview that

the score on a cognitive test may not correspond to a physician’s fitness to practice.

“The only real way to assess somebody’s competence is to observe their practice,” he

said. Read More at Undark

https://undark.org/2020/06/24/mandatory-screening-older-physicians/?&utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=planetary_health_weekly_volume_6_number_28_july_9_2020&utm_term=2020-07-09


SPOTLIGHT ON INDIGENOUS WELLNESS

Indspire Provides Record Funding For
First Nations, Inuit and Métis Students

Across Canada

                                                                                                                 Credit: Indspire

Indspire announced that it has awarded an unprecedented $17.8 million in

scholarships, bursaries and awards to more than 5,100 Canadian First Nation, Inuit

and Métis students during the current school year. “Indspire is thrilled to be helping

so many Indigenous students realize their dreams of having a post-secondary

education,” says Roberta Jamieson, President and CEO of Inspire. “With an average

graduation rate of 90%, Indspire funded students are building brighter futures for

themselves and Indigenous people across Canada.” Thanks to its Indigenous, private

and public sector supporters, Indspire has distributed over 42,500 scholarships and

bursaries, valued at over $132 million through its Building Brighter Futures (BBF)

program since 2004. Despite Indspire’s success, says Jamieson, Indigenous people are

still struggling to obtain higher education within Canadian school systems. “Indspire

only met 22% of applicants’ financial needs this year and the COVID-19 pandemic has

further added to the financial pressure the students are facing.” Madison Handford,

who is using her Indspire bursary to study history and religion at the University of

Calgary, says she will now be able to pay for her tuition and books. “Because of the

COVID-19 pandemic, I have been unable to work. And I was feeling immense pressure

and stress as to how I would continue to fund my education.” “We have a

responsibility as a society and a country,” says Jamieson, “to ensure all our students

have what they need to follow their dreams and make the most of future

opportunities. Their success will make our country stronger, more innovative and

inclusive and better able to thrive in this changing world.” Read More at Nation Talk

http://nationtalk.ca/story/indspire-provides-record-funding-for-first-nationsinuit-and-metis-students-across-canada?utm_source=Academica+Top+Ten&utm_campaign=79900036d5-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_06_26_03_12&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_b4928536cf-79900036d5-51605149
http://nationtalk.ca/story/indspire-provides-record-funding-for-first-nationsinuit-and-metis-students-across-canada?utm_source=Academica+Top+Ten&utm_campaign=79900036d5-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_06_26_03_12&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_b4928536cf-79900036d5-51605149


Credit: Rik Trottier/Dreamstime/TNS

Quote Of The Week

Richard Horton, Editor-in-Chief, The Lancet is no fan of
President Trump, calling his decision to withhold funding
from the WHO in April “a crime against humanity.”

“Every scientist, every health worker, every citizen
must resist and rebel against this appalling betrayal of

global solidarity.”

Read More at Baltimore Sun

https://www.baltimoresun.com/coronavirus/sns-nyt-virus-journals-20200615-mxkupndqvnfx5jt3iluibouau4-story.html?&utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=planetary_health_weekly_volume_6_number_28_july_9_2020&utm_term=2020-07-09
https://www.baltimoresun.com/coronavirus/sns-nyt-virus-journals-20200615-mxkupndqvnfx5jt3iluibouau4-story.html?&utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=planetary_health_weekly_volume_6_number_28_july_9_2020&utm_term=2020-07-09


Upcoming Events

September 22nd - 23rd: U.N. Summit on Biodiversity (New
York City, USA)

November 9th-19th: 2020 UN Climate Change Conference
(UNFCCC COP26) (Glasgow, Scotland) - Postponed until
latter 2021

June 7th-9th 2021: Executive Course: Global Health
Diplomacy (University of Toronto, Canada)

AND SEE BY PHW PRODUCTION MANAGER:

REFLECTIONS on the 2020 Unite For Sight Virtual
Global Health & Innovation Conference (April 11-13,
2020)

https://www.cbd.int/article/Summit-on-Biodiversity-2020?&utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=planetary_health_weekly_volume_6_number_28_july_9_2020&utm_term=2020-07-09
https://sdg.iisd.org/events/2020-un-climate-change-conference-unfccc-cop-26/?&utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=planetary_health_weekly_volume_6_number_28_july_9_2020&utm_term=2020-07-09
http://www.dlsph.utoronto.ca/institutes/centre-for-global-health/global-health-diplomacy-course/?&utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=planetary_health_weekly_volume_6_number_28_july_9_2020&utm_term=2020-07-09
https://planetaryhealthweekly.com/2020/05/28/reflection-on-the-2020-unite-for-sight-virtual-global-health-innovation-conference-april-11-13-2020-by-eunice-anteh-production-manager-planetary-health-weekly/?&utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=planetary_health_weekly_volume_6_number_28_july_9_2020&utm_term=2020-07-09


FYI#1 SPOTLIGHT ON MEDIA:

NIEHS Launches Expanded
Online Portal For Climate

Change And Human Health
Studies

Credit: NIEHS 

The National Institute of Environmental Health Sciences (NIEHS) announced the

launch of the Climate Change and Human Health Literature Portal on July 1, 2020, as

part of the Institute’s annual Global Environmental Health Day. The Portal curates

more than 10,000 unique, global peer-reviewed research resources on climate change

and human health, bringing together biomedical and earth science literature in one

easy-to-use interface. The Portal has been updated and expanded with new content

and search/download features to help users across disciplines, sectors and

knowledge levels quickly access relevant literature and answer their questions about

climate change and its health impacts. Results are exportable in a number of formats

to facilitate user review, sharing and bibliometric analysis. The comprehensive

database includes peer-reviewed articles, assessments and scientific papers

published between 2007 and 2019 and is freely available to anyone in the world.

Explore the Lit Portal here. 

Read More at National Institute of Environmental Health Sciences

FYI #2

https://www.niehs.nih.gov/?&utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=planetary_health_weekly_volume_6_number_28_july_9_2020&utm_term=2020-07-09
https://tools.niehs.nih.gov/conference/geh_2020/?&utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=planetary_health_weekly_volume_6_number_28_july_9_2020&utm_term=2020-07-09
https://tools.niehs.nih.gov/cchhl/?&utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=planetary_health_weekly_volume_6_number_28_july_9_2020&utm_term=2020-07-09
https://www.niehs.nih.gov/research/supported/translational/peph/currentissue/lists/2_17/niehs_launches_climate_change_and_human_health_literature_portal.cfm?&utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=planetary_health_weekly_volume_6_number_28_july_9_2020&utm_term=2020-07-09


The Promise And The Peril Of Virtual
Health Care

Credit: Illustration by Bianca Bagnarelli

Telemedicine and telehealth involve a myriad of remote-health-care technologies and

services collectively known as “virtual care.” For years, virtual care played a minor role,

including in the United States’ $3.6-trillion health-care industry. Now, with the Covid-

19 pandemic, millions of people are discovering its benefits and its shortcomings for

the first time. If virtual care is the future of health care, is it a future that we

want? Many of the health-care changes spurred by the coronavirus outbreak are in

Big Tech’s wheelhouse. At the same time, the economic losses caused by fewer in-

person visits are likely to force smaller hospitals into bankruptcy, a trend that began

before the pandemic. By one estimate, as many as 60,000 physicians in family

medicine may lose their practices because of the coronavirus crisis. It’s one thing to

make an appointment with a virtual (but real) doctor at Amwell; it’s another thing to

list your symptoms on an Amazon or a Google portal and get a diagnosis from

artificial intelligence. So far, tech companies have focussed on developing diagnostic

tools and sourcing supplies for medical workers during the pandemic. But how long

are they likely to let the disaster go to waste?

Read More at New Yorker

https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2020/06/29/the-promise-and-the-peril-of-virtual-health-care?utm_source=nl&utm_brand=tny&utm_mailing=TNY_Magazine_Daily_062920&utm_campaign=aud-dev&utm_medium=email&bxid=5be9d92624c17c6adf400057&cndid=50304278&hasha=07de62a219f5914fc14e064589a09ea8&hashb=9979984fe8903f0e0e8debcd0782b594b0be10e7&hashc=4c40ec543e9bc6c6adb8487836677326c0568da898776b551b29aad960671c6a&esrc=Auto_Subs&utm_term=TNY_Daily


FYI #3

Educate Yourself: Learn To Be Critical
And Challenge Assumptions

       Credit: Becky Davis/Oxfam

Recommendations from Oxfam staff to support your journey toward
racial awareness.

Have you been following or participating in the Black Lives Matter protests in all 50

states, Washington, DC, and Puerto Rico, and around the world following the murders

of George Floyd, Breonna Taylor, Tony McDade and Ahmaud Arbery? We believe in

the power of people to make systemic changes and will continue to uphold justice for

Black people by advocating against racist and abusive policies and practices. Standing

in solidarity is about more than just showing up. It requires critical thinking to

dismantle dominant and long-accepted ways of thinking. Let’s start by educating

ourselves. We’ve compiled a non-exhaustive list of books, podcasts and other media

by scholars and activists to help us learn more about systemic racism, the structures

of white supremacy, and what action is needed right now. 

Read more at Oxfam America

https://www.oxfamamerica.org/explore/stories/solidarity-black-lives-matter-movement-begins-critical-education/?&utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=planetary_health_weekly_volume_6_number_28_july_9_2020&utm_term=2020-07-09


FYI #4

How Are Your Slaves Today? Here’s
How to Find Out

                                                                                                                                                                     Credit:

SHUTTERSTOCK, COMPOSITE BY NED COLIN

Gokulananda Nandan, a 34-year-old Spanish teacher in the north Indian city of Noida,

has always cared about justice, fairness and the environment. He doesn’t own a car

and relies mostly on public transportation. He opposes all forms of exploitation. And

he’s a responsible buyer. Or so he thought. But after a discussion with a colleague on

modern-day slavery last year — currently, there are 27 million slaves in the world,

more than ever before — Nandan decided to investigate his slavery footprint. What

did he discover? That he has 18 slaves working for him. 

Everything we consume, from electronic devices to seafood, comes from a complex

supply chain that involves, usually at the bottom, slavery-like conditions. It’s likely that

you too effectively have slaves working for you; you just don’t know it yet. Slavery

Footprint helps you get real, by calculating just how many slaves you use to get what

you consume. “Our goal [was to] help individuals understand how their consumer

lifestyles may be unwittingly contributing to the perpetuation of slavery,” says Dr.

Victoria Ward, a pediatrician on faculty at Stanford University and the board chair of

Made in a Free World. Almost a year has passed since Nandan took the test, and he

remains uncertain about what effective changes he can make. But if taking the test

makes you aware and helps you change your consumption patterns to reduce

slavery, it’s helping much more than it’s hurting. 

Read more at OZY

https://www.ozy.com/good-sht/modern-day-slavery-the-test-that-tells-you-how-many-slaves-work-for-you/311072/?&utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=planetary_health_weekly_volume_6_number_28_july_9_2020&utm_term=2020-07-09


FYI #5: SUMMER READING

Coretta Scott King Book Award
Winners (For Young Readers)

Credit: Nova Publishing

Each winter (either January or February), the Coretta Scott King Book Awards are given

to outstanding African American authors and illustrators of books for children and

young adults that demonstrate an appreciation of African American culture and

universal human values. The committee that selects the awards is part of the

American Library Association. The author or illustrator must live in the United States

or maintain dual residency/citizenship, and the book must have been published in the

preceding year. Check out our list, with the 2019 winners at the top. And for more

excellent picks, try these Award-Winning African American Books.

Read About the Award Winning Books at Common Sense Media

https://www.commonsensemedia.org/lists/award-winning-african-american-books?&utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=planetary_health_weekly_volume_6_number_28_july_9_2020&utm_term=2020-07-09
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/lists/coretta-scott-king-book-award-winners?&utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=planetary_health_weekly_volume_6_number_28_july_9_2020&utm_term=2020-07-09


FYI#6: SPOTLIGHT ON EDUCATION

Canadian Universities Create, Sign
Charter For Addressing Climate

Change

                                                                                                                                                              Credit:  Johnny Guatto

15 universities across Canada have signed the “Investing to Address Climate Change:

A Charter for Canadian Universities” charter in a bid to address climate change

through commitments to responsible investing practices. Initiated by the University of

Toronto and McGill University, the charter calls on universities to manage their long-

term investments in ways that acknowledge and account for developments in climate

change. Examples of principles and practices outlined in the Charter include the

incorporation of environmental, social and governance factors into investment

practices; regularly measuring the carbon footprints of investment portfolios and

setting meaningful targets to reduce them over time; and engaging with companies to

encourage them to reduce emissions.

Read more at Academica Group

ENDSHOTS

COVID-19 DATA AND INFO WHILE GAZING TO THE
HEAVENS

Seguin, Ontario

JULY 8, 2020

https://www.academica.ca/top-ten/canadian-universities-create-sign-charter-addressing-climate-change?utm_source=Academica+Top+Ten&utm_campaign=79900036d5-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_06_26_03_12&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_b4928536cf-79900036d5-51605149


COUNTRIES RANKED BY NUMBER OF NEW COVID-19 CASES, JULY 2-9, 2020

Source: https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/2020/world/mapping-

spread-new-coronavirus/
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SOUTHERNERS COVER UP IN PUBLIC; NORTHERNERS DON'T              JULY
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