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HI,
You know what makes me really angry, I mean, related to all the Covid-19 stu ?
And what about you? Well, what really gets me going is:
First of all, the virus, I almost hate it, though I can’t really be angry at it, just
upset, as it’s from nature, and it’s only doing what it has evolved to do;
But, really rst and foremost, what really gets me, are all the deaths in longterm care (LTC) facilities, with way too many dying from outbreaks of the
disease. Those over 80 years may have a 100X risk of dying compared to
someone in their 30s, but that about 3800 LTC residents have died in Ontario
makes one question the word 'care' in LTC and it strikes me as criminal, with
about 30 deaths/day recently just in my province. And then we see a huge
proportion of these deaths happening in privately run facilities. And, and,
and…and what did the management do after the rst wave to have such
huge numbers of deaths occurring again in the second wave? It’s all insane
to me and there has to be accountability.
Second, is all the people who don’t believe that this is an emergency, and
especially those who even doubt there is a pandemic, a problem. What are
they thinking? Where do they live, where do they get their information? I’ve
heard so often that they doubt the data, don’t trust its source. Well, all these
data are coming from hospital wards, people’s residences, and from all the
usual data sources which were all trusted before the pandemic. It’s almost
like trump doubting the election results of only those ridings where his party
lost. Protesting is great, but there are too many ‘freedom ghters’ marching
for their vanity and arrogance. The whole conspiracy theory culture that has
taken o lately is appalling and needs correction.
Perhaps even due in part to the above, I am so upset at hearing of thousands
of health care and other frontline workers dead from Covid-19 and over
300,000 infected. This is horrible and burns my heart. And then, considering
all the billions spent on relief, etc. we still don’t have programs to properly
support front line workers who need to take sick leave when they either get
infected or have to be quarantined due to exposure.

And how about all the government chaos and indecision, poor, inconsistent
and contradictory messaging, which unfortunately I see way too much of in
my own province and country. I spend almost half my life reading and
discussing Covid-19, yet I am often unclear about what I’m being told and
asked to do.
Next, is about the situation of being told and prohibited from visiting (and
hugging) family; and especially those being prevented from visiting their
dying, sick and elderly relatives, and even being prohibited from having a
proper funeral.
Then there is the vaccine nationalism, where the rich countries, like mine,
have purchased way more vaccine than is needed, and without a word of
what will happen with the excess. I’ve heard that many poor countries are
only expecting vaccine in 2023! I’m ashamed of my country and our attitude
of falsely being generous. (Almost ditto with climate change. We neither
make one shot of vaccine nor one solar panel, but we give giant tax breaks to
oil companies.)
And nally, for lack of a better word, I call it Covid racism, where so many,
either immigrants, non-white or racialized persons and Indigenous, are
su ering disproportionately high infection rates and many with stories of
previous systemic harms, even genocide.
Other things in no particular order are: silence from my church and its
leaders; hearing so little from my federal Liberal member of parliament, and
the immediate past U.S. president.
What only annoys me, though, or that I’m just sad about, but not angry, is
seeing my students doing their nal semester work practicum from their
kitchens, not being able to have good times with my ski club buddies, not
being able to sit for hours in a co ee shop working on the PHW, not
travelling, and I’ll stop here.
Writing all this really red me up. By nature, though, I’m usually much more clam
even optimistic. But, as today’s Planetary Health Weekly (#5 of 2021) re ects reality,
you’ll read more about things that will re you up too, along with some giving hope;
including:
Land ecosystems are becoming less e cient at absorbing CO2,
Coronavirus Updates:
How Covid-19 threatens native languages,
If poor countries go unvaccinated- rich ones will pay,
How Covid-19 has crushed Canada’s independent music scene,
Enough is enough – we demand change to the inhumane tragedy
playing out in Ontario’s long-term care homes,
Novavax vaccine becomes fth to begin Phase 3 trials in the U.S.,
California and Bay Area coronavirus tracker,
Has China done too well against Covid-19?
Level 4 alert for Barbados,
Now there’s a grape-nuts shortage, THEN
The sobering truth – incentivizing alcohol death and disability,
Winds of change drove series of energy records in Europe in 2020,
Earth losing 1-2% of its insects annually,

UN mourns legendary o cial – Sir Brian Urquhart dies at 101,
Nepal group turns gross Everest trash into art,
The plan to build a global network of oating power stations,
The silent threat of Canada to world peace,
Trump’s four-year drilling binge has done irreparable damage,
Honduran Indigenous leader was second to be killed in 48 hours (and other
Central American martyrs and the complicity of the Canadian government),
Quote on the need for a coherent global health strategy for Canada,
U.S. coronavirus map and what the trends mean,
How toxic fumes seep into the air you breathe on planes,
Australia criticized for Antarctica airport plan,
Key questions for human-elephant con ict research,
New book – "Africentric Social Work,"
The silence/ing of academic women, and nally
ENDSHOTS of Seeking Solace on Icy Ontario Lakes amid coronavirus stats and
charts.
I hope you'll keep reading...and have a good week to come. And I'd also like to
welcome Julia Chalmers, a senior nursing student in British Columbia, as a new
Production Manager with this issue, and thank Eunice Anteh in Lethbridge,
Alberta for two years of amazing voluntary service helping to bring you the PHW.
Best, david
David Zakus, Editor and Publisher

FLAMING FIRE OF COVID-19 DAYS
FEBRUARY 2, 2021

Land Ecosystems Are Becoming Less
E

cient at Absorbing CO2

Credits: NASA's Goddard Space Flight Center/Scienti c Visualization Studio/Katy Mersmann

Land ecosystems currently play a key role in mitigating climate change through the
absorption of CO2. However, scientists have identi ed an unsettling trend – as
levels of CO2 in the atmosphere increase, 86% of land ecosystems globally are
becoming progressively less e cient at absorbing it. For a new study published
December 10, 2020 in Science, researchers analyzed multiple eld, satellite-derived
and model-based datasets to better understand what e ect increasing levels of
CO2 may be having on CO2 fertilization e ect (CFE).
Ben Poulter, co-author and scientist at NASA's Goddard Space Flight Center,
explains that "the global average CFE has decreased steadily from 21% to 12% per
100 ppm of CO2 in the atmosphere. In other words, terrestrial ecosystems are
becoming less reliable as a temporary climate change mitigator.” “What this means
is that to avoid 1.5 or 2°C warming and the associated climate impacts, we need to
adjust the remaining carbon budget to account for the weakening of the plant CO2
Fertilization E ect,” he said. “And because of this weakening, land ecosystems will
not be as reliable for climate mitigation in the coming decades.” Read more at
NASA

SARS-CoV-2 & COVID-19 UPDATES

It's been yet again another terrible week. While, over the
last week globally, deaths remain at all time highs (over
92,000), the number of new cases seems to be declining
(with about 1/2 million fewer this week than last, but still
about 3.4 million, nothing to rejoice at yet).
(See also ENDSHOTS for more COVID-19 charts and stats.)
"It is the plague in seemingly all sincerity." Bob Woodward

How COVID-19 Threatens Native
Languages

Credit: Richard Tsong-Taatarii/Star Tribune, via Getty Images

North and South Dakota, home to the Lakota reservations, lead the United States
for coronavirus rates per capita. Jodi Archambault, a Hunkpapa and Oglala Lakota
woman and former special assistant to the president for Native American a airs
under President Barack Obama highlights the immense threat COVID-19 has to the
revitalization and preservation of the Lakota and Dakota languages.
She explains that "as COVID-19 takes a fearsome toll on our people, it also
threatens the progress we have made to save our languages. The average age of

our speakers — our treasured elders who have the greatest knowledge and depth
of the language — is 70. They are also those who are at most risk of dying from
COVID-19. We are losing the links that bind thousands of generations to the
present day. We are losing our chance to inherit their understanding of what it
means to be human".
Ms. Archambault also wants to draw attention to the extraordinary resilience of
her people. "COVID-19 has only strengthened our resolve to honor and protect our
elders, the languages they speak, and the wisdom they carry. If history has taught
us anything, it is that generations to come will need that wisdom more than we can
imagine". Read more at The New York Times

SEE MORE COVID-19 STORIES:
At New York Times: If Poor Countries Go UnVaccinated, a Study Says,
the Rich Ones Will Pay
At Toronto Star: ‘It’s really demoralizing.’ COVID-19 crushed Canada’s
independent music scene. The recovery is expected to be slow at best
At Toronto Star: Enough is enough: We demand change to the
inhumane tragedy playing out in Ontario’s long-term care homes
At CNN: Novavax Coronavirus Vaccine Becomes Fifth to Begin Phase 3
Trials in United States
At Mercury News: California and the Bay Area Coronavirus Tracker
At New York Times: Has China Done Too Well Against COVID-19?
At New York CARIB NEWS: CDC issued Level 4 Alert for Barbados
At CNN: 2021 Just Got Worse: Now There's a Grape-Nuts Shortage

THE SOBERING TRUTH: INCENTIVIZING
ALCOHOL DEATH AND DISABILITY

Credit: Global status report on alcohol and health 2018. Geneva: World Health Organization;

2018.

An NCD Policy Report "lifts the lid on the signi cant economic incentives that
governments and international development agencies give to the alcohol
industry".
Harmful alcohol consumption, such as binge drinking, a ects a range of
health, social and economic factors. The report nds "that the alcohol industry
bene ts from a range of signi cant nancial incentives that include tax breaks, tax
rebates, production subsidies and international trade agreement practices.
Incredibly, these incentives can even include marketing deductions for an industry
that already has the nancial capability to dedicate billions of dollars for
aggressive marketing to entice youth to consume their products. One can imagine
the heavy toll on the health of
individuals, communities and societies, especially in low- and middleincome countries that often lack strong alcohol control policies".
The report "urges governments, policymakers and health advocates to actively
monitor the alcohol industry’s interference in policy and to question the cost and
bene ts of economic incentives". The full report can be found here at Vital
Strategies.

Winds of Change Drove Series of Energy
Records in Europe throughout 2020

Credit : Toby Hill/ Business Green

Wind farms delivered their highest ever contribution to Europe's power mix as
conventional coal and gas energy fell to a record low in Britain, according to new
analysis from EnnAppSys. The winds of change blew across Europe through 2020
as wind farms delivered their highest ever contribution to the continent's power
mix, providing 15% of total generation. Read more at Business Green

Earth Losing Roughly 1% to 2% of its
Insects Annually

Credit: Robert F. Bukaty/The Associated Press

The world's vital insect kingdom is undergoing "death by a thousand cuts,"
according to the world's top bug experts.
Climate change, insecticides, herbicides, light pollution, invasive species and
changes in agriculture and land use are causing Earth to lose probably 1-2% of its
insects each year, said University of Connecticut entomologist David Wagner, lead
author in a special package of 12 studies in January 12th's Proceedings of the
National Academies of Sciences written by 56 scientists from around the globe.
According to co-author and University of Illinois entomologist May Berenbaum, a
National Medal of Science winner, "Insect decline is kind of comparable to climate
change 30 years ago because the methods to assess the extent, the rate (of loss)
were di cult."
University of Delaware entomologist Doug Tallamy, who wasn't part of the studies,
said they highlight how the world has "spent the last 30 years spending billions of
dollars nding new ways to kill insects and mere pennies working to preserve
them." "The good news is, with the exception of climate change, individuals can do
much to reverse insect declines," Tallamy said in an email. "This is a global
problem with a grassroots solution." Read more at CBC

UN Mourns ‘Legendary’ O

cial: Sir

Brian Urquhart Dies at 101

Credit: UN Photo/Mark Garten

Sir Brian Urquhart joined the UN at it's birth in 1945 and dedicated to it 41 years
until his retirement in 1986. According to the current UN Secretary-General,
Antonio Guterres, "Sir Brian’s imprint on the United Nations was as profound as
that of anyone in the Organization’s history".
The long-serving o cial worked as a principal adviser to ve UN secretariesgeneral, directed 13 peacekeeping operations, recruited 10,000 troops from 23
countries and instituted peacekeeping as one of the core tenets of the
Organization. Guterres goes on to say that “As an aide to Secretary-General Dag
Hammarskjöld, he helped to de ne the UN’s scope of action in addressing armed
con ict and other global challenges. And as a close associate of Ralph Bunche, the
renowned UN o cial and Nobel Peace Prize winner, Sir Brian helped to establish
and then propel international peacekeeping into wide-ranging use”. His work no
doubt had an immense impact on the world, and his passing will be felt by many.
Read more at UN News

GOOD NEWS

Nepal to Turn Everest Trash into Art to
Show Mountain’s Garbage Woes

Credit: REUTERS/Navesh Chitrakar/File Photo

Trash brought down from the mountain or collected from households and tea
houses along the trail is handled and segregated by a local environmental group,
the Sagarmatha Pollution Control Committee, but the task in a remote region that
has no roads is a huge challenge.
Garbage is dumped or burned in open pits, causing air and water pollution as well
as contamination of soil. Returning tourists are being asked to take part in a "carry
me back" initiative organized by Phinjo Sherpa, of the Eco Himal group. Each
returning tourist and guide will be requested to take a bag containing one
kilogram (2.2 pounds) of garbage back to Lukla airport, from where the trash will be
airlifted to Kathmandu. There, products and artwork will be made from the trash
and displayed to raise environmental awareness, or sold as souvenirs with the
proceeds going to conservation of the region. Read more at The Weather Network

MORE GOOD NEWS

The Plan to Build a Global Network of
Floating Power Stations

Credit: SEATREC

Early last year, just a few weeks before the pandemic brought life around the
world to a standstill, Yi Chao and a small team of researchers dropped a slender
metal tube into the Paci c Ocean o the Hawaiian coast. After nearly two decades
as an oceanographer at NASA’s Jet Propulsion Laboratory, Chao had left the space
agency to commercialize a seafaring generator that can harness the limitless
thermal energy trapped in the world’s oceans.
The SL1 is about as tall as a person, 6 inches wide, and has a smooth, nearly
featureless black and gray exterior. The bottom of the cylinder is packed with a
specially designed wax that changes its phase depending on the temperature. The
wax solidi es when the SL1 lowers itself into the frigid depths of the deep ocean.
Then, when the tube resurfaces, the relatively warm water causes its waxy innards
to liquify. During the phase change from solid to liquid, the wax increases in
volume and raises the pressure inside the tube, which forces a uid through a
generator and creates electricity. All the device has to do to recharge is descend
into colder water to resolidify the wax; it can do this by releasing a tether or
de ating an internal air bladder.
Chao hopes that Seatrec’s ocean generator will deliver on a promise rst
conceptualized in the 1980s by the renowned oceanographers Douglas Webb and
Henry Stommel. They envisioned a globe-spanning eet of missile-shaped
underwater research robots called Slocum gliders that would explore the oceans
with the same dexterity, autonomy, and longevity that we’ve come to expect from
the robots that NASA sends to explore other planets. Like Seatrec’s SL1, these

gliders would be powered by underwater temperature di erences. Read more
at WIRED

OPINION

The Silent Threat of Canada to World
Peace

Credit: SlideShare

John McMurtry (a fellow of the Royal Society of Canada) writes:
Responsibility for war crimes attaches most to national governments along with
the arms makers and military services they nance. The same is true of crimes
against humanity. Citizens become responsible with their governments if they are
blind to what their governments are doing in their name in war crimes and crimes
against humanity under codi ed international law.
“We didn’t know” is a form of denial and justi cation.
He argues that Canada has been complicit in and increases its role as an aider and
abettor of US-led crimes against peace, war crimes and crimes against humanity as
de ned by international law in Libya, Palestine, Venezuela, Haiti, Yemen, Ukraine,
Afghanistan, and arguably Iraq after invasion. Read more at Counter Punch

SPOTLIGHT ON POLICY

Trump’s Four-Year Drilling Binge Has
Done Irreparable Damage

Credit: GREG A. SYVERSON/GETTY IMAGES

Following the chaos of the Capitol riots, the Trump administration proceeded with
plans to sell o chunks of the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge (ANWR) to the gas
and oil industry’s highest bidders. The plan had been in the works for years, and
while Congress was still under siege by fervent Trump supporters, the Bureau of
Land Management (BLM) opened the auction—with embarrassing results. The lack
of initial interest, with only 11 of the 22 o erings sold, was immediately hailed as a
victory for ANWR conservationists and the a ected Alaska Native populations.
The important issue now is how the Biden administration will proceed—how it will
go about unwinding and redirecting the BLM and Interior Department after the
agencies spent four years selling o lands to any and all corporate allies listed in
Interior Secretary David Bernhardt’s Rolodex. Read more at The New Republic

SPOTLIGHT ON INDIGENOUS WELLNESS

Tolupan Leader Adán Mejía
Assassinated, the Second Indigenous
Leader Killed in Honduras in Less than
48 hours

Credit: Peace Brigades International/ Brent Patterson

On December 29, The Guardian reported: “On Tuesday, local media reported the
killing of yet another defender, Adán Mejía from the indigenous Tolupán people,
who was allegedly attacked on his way back from tending to his corn crops in
Candelaria, a rural community in the northern department of Yoro.” The Guardian’s
New York City-based environmental justice reporter Nina Lakhani further notes:
“Honduras became one of the most dangerous countries in the world to defend
natural resources and land rights after the 2009 coup ushered in an autocratic
government which remains in power despite multiple allegations of corruption,
electoral fraud and links to international drug tra cking networks.”
Peace Brigades International (PBI) - Honduras accompanied journalist and human
rights defender Dina Meza has stated: “Giving resources to the Government of
Honduras is giving them tools so that they continue to violate the population. The
focus of the international community is very important to curb all these human
rights violations.”
In 2009, Canada provided $16.4 million in o cial assistance to Honduras. Between
2010 and 2016, Canada’s bilateral aid disbursements to Honduras totalled $175
million, with average disbursements of $29 million per year.
By October 2010, Canada also began negotiations towards a free trade agreement
with Honduras that includes investment protection provisions that favour mining
companies. In August 2011, Canada’s then prime minister Stephen Harper visited
Honduras. And by January 2013, the National Congress passed a new General
Mining Law that MiningWatch Canada has documented was heavily in uenced by
Canada. Read more at Peace Brigades International

SEE ALSO AT PEACE BRIGADES INTERNATIONAL (PBI)
Click to Read: Honduras condemns the murder of Indigenous Lenca environmental
defender Félix Vásquez
Reuters adds: “Honduras is one of the world’s most dangerous countries for
activists, with 14 land and environmental defenders killed last year, up from 4
people in 2018, according to data made available by advocacy group Global
Witness.”
Click to Read: Guatemala mourns the murder of Nelson Reyes who had
participated in Tz’ikin Network processes

In 2018, 3,881 people were murdered in Guatemala. That puts the homicide rate at
22 deaths per 100,000 people (down from 45 deaths per 100,000 in 2009). In
comparison, in 2019, the murder rate in Ontario, Canada was 1.69 deaths per
100,000.
While representing an estimated 4.9% of the Canadian population, Indigenous
people accounted for 24% of all homicide victims in 2017 in Canada. The homicide
rate for Indigenous people that year was 8.76 homicides per 100,000 Indigenous
population.
Click to Read: The Canadian Government-backed General Mining Law and the
criminalization of the Guapinol water defenders in Tocoa, Honduras

Credit: Denis Cristo / Shutterstock

Quote Of The Week
“Canada’s foreign policy e orts are fragmented, a jumble of trade and
aid deals that fail to adequately consider that our security is deeply
tied to the health of the rest of the world. The current pandemic has
shone a spotlight on this weakness.

“The ongoing COVID-19 pandemic has erased any doubts that health
is a global phenomenon, and it’s become abundantly clear that
Canada urgently needs a global health strategy. While the majority of
the health community in Canada learned some lessons from SARS
almost two decades ago, COVID-19 has also helped all Canadians
realize that we can no longer a ord to separate our own health from
the world’s. We are only as strong as our weakest health link…
"Canada can use a global health strategy to engage proactively as a
leader on the global stage. In 2015, a newly elected Justin Trudeau
declared that Canada was “back.” There’s no better way and better
opportunity for Canada to prove it than now with a comprehensive
global health strategy for the post-pandemic era.”
Erica Di Ruggiero - Director, Centre for Global Health & Associate
Professor, University of Toronto; and
Garry Aslanyan - Manager of Partnerships and Governance at the WHO
Special Programme TDR, and Adjunct Professor, Dalla Lana School of
Public Health, University of Toronto.

Read More at the National Post: Wanted in 2021: A coherent global health strategy
for Canada

Upcoming Events
February 22nd-23rd: The Virtual World Conference on Rare
Diseases (RARE2021)
March 12th-14th: Consortium of Universities for Global
Health Virtual Conference
March 13th-14th: 5th Annual South Asian Mental Health
Conference (virtual)
March 18-28, 2021: Virtual Environmental Film Festival in the
Nation's Capital
April 8-11, 2021: Global Health & Innovation Conference (Virtual
Event)
April 25th-30th, 2021: Planetary Health Week (A Free Virtual
Conference-Festival)
May 31st - June 18th, 2021: The McGill Summer Institute of
Infectious Diseases and Global Health (100% online from McGill
University, Montreal, Canada)
June 7th - 9th, 2021: Executive Course: Global Health
Diplomacy (Dalla Lana School of Public Health, University
of Toronto, Canada)

September 27th - October 1st, 2021: 12th European Congress On
Tropical Medicine And International Health: Global Challenges In
Health, Migration And Equity
November 1st - 12th, 2021: 2020/2021 UN Climate Change
Conference UNFCCC COP26 - Postponed in 2020 and now to be
held November, 2021 (Glasgow, Scotland)

FYI#1 SPOTLIGHT ON MEDIA

U.S. Coronavirus Map: What Do
the Trends Mean for You?

Credit: Mayo Clinic

Since the beginning of the pandemic, the Mayo Clinic has been tracking COVID-19 trends and
predicting hot spots to keep sta

and hospitals safe. Now, they're sharing the data so you can

protect yourself and the people you love.

Learn more at Mayo Clinic

FYI #2

How Toxic Fumes Seep Into the Air
You Breathe on Planes

Credit: Beoing Employee/ Twitter

Confusion. Fear. Panic. These are some of the feelings passengers aboard a ight
landing in Boston felt as they were experiencing what they now know to be a "fume
event". Fume events occur as a result of a mechanical issue such as a faculty seal,
causing toxic air to circulate into the cabin of the plane.
In the era before the coronavirus, about ve ights a day in the U.S. experienced a
fume event, according to an academic study of aviation records. But no
government agency tracks fume events or how often people become sick or
impaired.
Airlines have been asking Boeing to install air sensors for years. But the company
decided against developing the technology. Senior Boeing engineers worried that
data from sensors would prove damaging in lawsuits by sick passengers and crew
members, according to internal emails and sworn depositions obtained by The
Times. In 2003, Congress ordered the FAA to measure the toxic chemical levels
during suspected fume events, but the airlines refused to let ight attendants
carry air samplers aboard, according to an FAA-funded research report.

Read More at Los Angeles Times

FYI #3

'A Real Bad Precedent': Australia
Criticized for Antarctica Airport Plan

Credit: Tui De Roy/NPL/Alamy

Australia is planning to build Antarctica’s biggest infrastructure project: a new
airport and runway that would increase the human footprint in the world’s
greatest wilderness by an estimated 40%. The mega-scheme is likely to involve
blasting petrel rookeries, disturbing penguin colonies and encasing a stretch of the
wilderness in more than 115,000 tonnes of concrete.
“It’s unprecedented in the Antarctic in terms of the scale of investment and the
impact on the environment. Although it is being done in the name of science, very
few scientists are enthusiastic. This is more about ag-waving. It is about rming
up Australia’s presence and our claim,” said Shaun Brooks, an environmental
scientist at the Institute of Marine and Antarctic Studies of the University at
Tasmania. Brooks said Australia’s airport plan would set the wrong precedent.
“The scale of this is so out of step with our requirements. I think putting up this big
ag will encourage others to do something similar,” he said. “It doesn’t align with
Australia’s claim to be an environmental leader. Antarctica is special. Everywhere
else in the world, you measure wilderness by what’s left. In Antarctica, it’s still the
other way round.”

Read More at The Guardian

FYI #4

Key Questions for Human-Elephant
Con ict Research

Credit: Gail Thomson
Gail Thomson is a carnivore conservationist and science communicator who has
worked in South Africa, Namibia and Botswana on human-carnivore con ict,
community conservation and wildlife monitoring. In this article she raises key
questions around human-elephant con ict.
She writes that "managing elephants in a landscape that includes rural human
communities is a major challenge in countries where elephant populations are
increasing as a result of successful conservation measures". She discusses the
di erence between hunting elephants to reduce con ict, and hunting to generate
revenue. She explains that "human-elephant coexistence may be an unrealistic
goal in areas where farm infrastructure was built when no elephants were present
and the farmers living there see no direct or indirect bene ts from elephant
presence. Where coexistence is not possible in the short- or medium-term, options
other than the ones presented here may have to be explored.
She also raises three questions:
1. What e ect does hunting have on long-term elephant damage?
2. How does hunting in uence elephant behaviour around people?

3. Can non-lethal methods ultimately replace problem animal control?

Read More from Gail at Africa Geographic

FYI #5: First February Reading:

Africentric Social Work

Credit: Book Cover

This edited collection focuses on Africentric social work practice, providing
invaluable assistance to undergraduate students in developing foundational skills
and knowledge to further their understanding of how to initiate and maintain best
practices with African Canadians.
The book’s contributors present a broad spectrum of personal and professional
experiences as African Canadian social work practitioners, students and educators.
They address issues that African Canadians confront daily, which social work
educators and potential practitioners need to understand to provide racially and
culturally relevant services.

Available soon at Fernwood Publishing

FYI#6: SPOTLIGHT ON EDUCATION

The Silence/ing of Academic Women

Credit: Association for Progressive Communications

The underrepresentation of women in the most senior ranks, and senior
leadership positions in the academy, is a global phenomenon. How and why
women academics experience the higher education profession di erently to their
male colleagues has been the subject of extensive research. This paper brings a
new, original conceptual dimension to our understanding of this complex and
enduring issue. Based on the rigorous analysis of 35 interviews with women
academics from three world leading research-intensive universities, the paper
introduces the concept of the silence, and silencing, of academic women. The
theoretical frame of ‘micro-inequities’ – that is ‘small events’ which are hard to
prove and covert – is used to analyze why academic women remain silent and how
academic women are silenced.

Read the Full Article Here

ENDSHOTS
SEEKING SOLACE IN ICY ONTARIO LAKES FROM
THE COVID FIRES OF EARLY 2021
Amid Continually Sad COVID-19 Stats and Charts
AROUND SEGUIN and ORRVILLE, ONTARIO
February 3, 2021

Horseshoe Lake

Source: https://www.worldometers.info/coronavirus/

COVID-19 CASES & DEATHS (January 29 - February 4, 2021) Source:
https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/2020/world/mappingspread-new-coronavirus/?itid=sf_coronavirus

Source of World and Canadian Data Below (February 4, 2021):
https://www.ctvnews.ca/health/coronavirus/covid-19-curvescompare-canada-and-other-key-nations-1.4881500#link-top

Overlooking Maple Lake

Ice Fishing Huts, Maple Lake, Ontario

White sh Lake

Photo Credits: David Zakus
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