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HI,
I was so happily shocked this week to see what was happening in my front yard.
Three weeks ago, in this editorial, I mentioned how many of my trees had been
completely defoliated by a moth caterpillar. But to my great delight I now observe
that all these trees are growing new leaves, just like a few months ago in the
Spring (see pics below). WOW, how about that? How happy I am and how
interesting to learn �rst hand about nature’s amazing resiliency. We all, for sure,
are counting on this resiliency to help heal from the damage we are in�icting with
our climate crisis and many other destructive practices, but so unfortunately we’re
not even giving nature a chance to show us her stu�. It’s just the opposite. We too
are continually ‘eating the leaves until they’re all gone’, stressing nature all over the
world, a full court press actually, testing her limits, hoping we don’t deplete the
reservoir of its magni�cent store of resiliency. I almost felt that the caterpillars
were evil, killing the pride of the trees, pushing them down and to their limits. But,
low and behold, since this was the �rst stress test like this in at least a decade,
they had it within them to come back, gain back their pride and render us their
beauty.

Similarly, the Coronavirus-2 has been stressing humankind, all over the world,
testing our resiliency. But now we’re testing the virus’s resiliency with a variety of
highly capable vaccines. This virus, along with its variants giving it added
resiliency, are new, as are the vaccines, having been made to measure to limit the
virus’s viability. The more the uptake of vaccine the more we limit its resiliency,
which is so important as thousands continue to be sickened and killed by it. Sadly,
though, it’s a battle of resiliency vs. resiliency, as all those now getting sick are
unvaccinated. So many are refusing to limit the virus’s resiliency by refusing to get
vaccinated. Why would they do this? I believe it to be the result of amazing
amounts of mis-information being spread around by disingenuous people, some
even masquerading as doctors. Perhaps, too, it’s as I just heard Mark Carney opine
yesterday on CBC radio’s “Ideas”: our human condition prevents us from changing
in spite of overwhelming evidence to the contrary. And it’s not as if vaccines are
new. They have at least 400 years of history and life-saving e�ect. We would very
likely being living with smallpox, polio, measles and others without them, in
addition to our current virus. Vaccines have been one of the greatest human

http://localhost:3000/decode_hex/68747470733a2f2f707265766965772e6d61696c65726c6974652e636f6d2f61396f326f37
https://planetaryhealthweekly.com/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=planetary_health_weekly_volume_7_number_29_july_22_2021&utm_term=2021-07-22


inventions ever, saving hundreds of millions of lives over the centuries. Even anti-
vaxxers are likely vaccinated against at least six other diseases, a�ording them the
resiliency to continue spreading their lies and harm to those listening to them.

Do keep working on your resiliency by not only getting vaccinated but by reading
on in today’s Planetary Health Weekly (#29 of 2021). In it you’ll read: 

Planes sampling air above the Amazon �nd the rainforest is releasing more
carbon than it stores, 

Coronavirus Updates: 
Africa can’t be left to go it alone it comes to Covid vaccines, 

Nearly all Covid deaths in the U.S. are now among unvaccinated, 

The world’s museums are working out how to remember the
pandemic, 

Over 2 million adults in England may have had long Covid, 

Quarter-dose of Moderna Covid vaccine still rouses a big immune
response, 

Blood shortage concerns as hospitals tackle pandemic-driven surgical
backlog, 

Coalition says health workers should be required to get coronavirus
vaccine, 

Thanks Covid – new cancer treatments may be on the horizon thanks to
mRNA vaccines, THEN 

Inside Exxon’s playbook – how America’s biggest oil company continues to
oppose action on climate change, 

ExxonMobil lobbying reveals Joe Manchin ‘Kingmaker’ among 11 senators
targeted, 

Forest �re smoke driving increased health risks from air pollution worldwide, 

How Europe’s ambitious new climate agenda will a�ect business, 

2021 walk for our grandchildren & Mother Earth, 

Survival rates are improving every year for most of the common cancers in
the U.S., 

In Ghana an activist forms a coalition against coal: how Goldman
Environmental Prize recipient Chibeze Ezekiel helped block a coal-�red
power plant, 

Hotels: take action against slavery, 

E.P.A. approved toxic chemicals for fracking a decade ago new �les show, 

Tainted water poisons reconciliation with Indigenous Canadians, 

Quote on how big social media is killing people, 

How the BBC let climate deniers walk all over it, 

Visualizing 50+ years of G20’s energy mix, 

The U.S. nuclear weapons program left ‘a horrible legacy’ of environmental
destruction and death across the Navajo Nation, 

Welcome to the new frontier – Car and Driver’s �rst-ever electric car of the
year, 

New Book: “How to Avoid a Climate Disaster: The Solutions We Have and the
Breakthroughs We Need,” 



The next generation of Indigenous women storytellers in the Amazon, and
�nally 

ENDSHOTS “Fruits of the Earth, Shaped by Human Hands” at the Rosseau
(Ontario) Summer Market amid the latest Covid-19 stats and charts from
Canada and around the world.

Do keep reading.

Best, david

David Zakus, Editor and Publisher

Resilient Oak Tree With All New Leaves, White�sh Lake
Ontario - July 21/22, 2021



Planes Sampling Air Above The Amazon
Find The Rainforest Is Releasing More

Carbon Than It Stores

Credit: Ricardo Beliel/Brazil Photos/LightRocket via Getty Images

Over the last several years researchers have said that the Amazon is on the verge
of transforming from a crucial storehouse for heat-trapping gasses to a source of
them, a dangerous shift that could destabilize the atmosphere of the planet. Now,
after years of painstaking and inventive research, they have de�nitively measured
that shift.

In a study just published in Nature, a team of researchers led by scientists from
the Brazilian National Institute for Space Research, reported results from
measuring carbon concentrations in columns of air above the Amazon. They found
that the massive continental-size swath of tropical forest is releasing more carbon
dioxide than it accumulates or stores, thanks to deforestation and �res. “There is
no doubt that the Amazon is a source,” said Luciana Gatti, the lead author of the
study. Read more at Inside Climate News

See Original Published Paper at Nature: Amazonia as a Carbon Source Linked to
Deforestation and Climate Change

SARS-CoV-2 & COVID-19 UPDATES
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Source: https://coronavirus.jhu.edu/ma...

Globally, we're not doing well, once again. Cases of Covid-
19 are still ripping through many countries and rates are
rising (thanks to the Delta variant), and many countries
still have scant access to vaccines. Over the last week there
were about 3.7 million new cases of Covid-19 (up about 9%)
and 69,000 new deaths (up ~20%); and about 200 million
people received a vaccine, or an average of 31 million per
day (up ~10%). At this rate the world will need another 8
months to achieve 75% coverage.
(See ENDSHOTS at the end of this newsletter for various
COVID-19 charts and stats from Canada and around the
world.)

"It is the plague in seemingly all sincerity." Bob Woodward

Africa Can’t Be Left To Go It Alone When
It Comes To Covid Vaccines

Credit: Ludovic Marin/AFP/Getty Images

More than 3.7 billion doses of the Covid-19 vaccine have now been administered
worldwide. But as the campaign forges ahead, one continent lags far behind the

https://coronavirus.jhu.edu/map.html?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=planetary_health_weekly_volume_7_number_29_july_22_2021&utm_term=2021-07-22
https://coronavirus.jhu.edu/map.html?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=planetary_health_weekly_volume_7_number_29_july_22_2021&utm_term=2021-07-22
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2021/jul/10/africa-covid-vaccines-europe-us?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=planetary_health_weekly_volume_7_number_29_july_22_2021&utm_term=2021-07-22


rest. Africa, home to 17% of the global population, accounts for less than 2% of the
shots given to date.

In the scramble for vaccines, wealthy countries have come out on top, shoving
Covax – the global procurement mechanism on which most of Africa relies – to the
end of the queue. The continent’s drive was dealt another blow when India,
overwhelmed by a wave of infections, suspended the export of Oxford/AstraZeneca
doses manufactured by Covax’s largest supplier, the Serum Institute of India. With
shipments unlikely to resume until the end of 2021, only seven out of 54 African
nations are on track to immunize even 10% of their populations by September.

What’s more, the mRNA platform allows for swift adaptation against emerging
variants, and for rapid vaccine development to counter novel pathogens. It
also holds promise against more familiar infectious killers, including HIV, in�uenza,
Ebola, Zika, dengue, rabies, malaria and tuberculosis. Prioritizing the adoption of
this technology can help ensure that Africa doesn’t miss out on the “mRNA
revolution” now unfolding in medicine. Read more at the Guardian

READ MORE COVID-19 STORIES:
At AP News: Nearly All COVID Deaths In US Are Now Among Unvaccinated

At Bloomberg: The World’s Museums Are Working Out How To Remember The
Pandemic

At Imperial College: Over 2 Million Adults In England May Have Had Long COVID

At Nature: Quarter-Dose of Moderna COVID Vaccine Still Rouses a Big Immune
Response

At Global News: Blood Shortage Concerns as Hospitals Tackle Pandemic-Driven
Surgical Backlog

At Washington Post: Coalition Says Health Workers Should Be Required To Get
Coronavirus Vaccine

At Apple News: Thanks COVID!? New Cancer Treatments May Be on the Horizon
Thanks to mRNA Vaccines

Inside Exxon’s Playbook: How America’s
Biggest Oil Company Continues To
Oppose Action On Climate Change
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ExxonMobil continues to �ght e�orts to tackle climate change in the United States,
despite publicly claiming to support the Paris climate agreement, an undercover
investigation by Unearthed has found.

A senior lobbyist for Exxon told an undercover reporter that the company had been
working to weaken key aspects of President Joe Biden’s �agship initiative on climate
change, the American Jobs Plan. He described Biden’s new plan to slash US
greenhouse gas emissions as “insane” and admitted that the company had
aggressively fought early climate science through “shadow groups” to protect its
investments.

Keith McCoy – a senior director in Exxon’s Washington DC government a�airs team
– told the undercover reporter that he is speaking to the o�ce of in�uential
Democratic senator Joe Manchin every week, with the aim of drastically reducing
the scope of Biden’s climate plan so that “negative stu�”, such as rules limiting
greenhouse gas emissions and taxes on oil companies, are removed. Read more
at Unearthed

Also See at Newsweek: ExxonMobil Lobbyist Reveals Joe Manchin 'Kingmaker'
Among 11 Senators Targeted 
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Forest Fire Smoke Driving Increased
Health Risks From Air Pollution

Worldwide

 Credit: The Global Climate & Health Alliance

Bigger, more frequent forest and bush �res are having increased and not yet well-
studied health impacts on people – including through longer and more frequent
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exposure to �re smoke by larger populations in distant cities – according to a
report just released by the Global Climate and Health Alliance [1].

The report, The Limits of Livability – The emerging threat of smoke impacts on health
from forest �res and climate change, with case studies from Australia, Brazil and
Canada, warns that worldwide, governments must act to prepare public health
systems for the impacts to the public from recurring air pollution episodes from
�res caused by the climate crisis, deforestation practices and poor land
management.

“With climate warming driving increased wild�res around the world, what we’re
seeing is that even after the last �ames have been quenched and the TV cameras
have departed, more and more people are at risk from the long-term
consequences of forest and bush �res”, said Jeni Miller, Executive Director of the
Global Climate and Health Alliance. Read more at The Global Climate & Health
Alliance

How Europe’s Ambitious New Climate
Agenda Will A�ect Businesses

             Credit: Annegret Hilse/Reuters

Cars with internal combustion engines will disappear from European showrooms
by 2035. Steel producers and cement makers will pay for every ton of carbon
dioxide their factories emit. Cargo ships may not be able to dock in ports like
Rotterdam or Hamburg unless they run on cleaner fuels. Commercial airliners will
be required to �ll up with synthetic fuel produced with green energy.

The European Union’s plan to cut its greenhouse gas emissions by more than half
by the end of the decade will touch almost every industry in the trade bloc, with
profound consequences for jobs and the bloc’s economy. European leaders said
the climate package presented on July 14 could put Europe at the forefront of new
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technologies like electric car batteries, o�shore wind generation or aircraft engines
that run on hydrogen.

But the transition will also be painful for some consumers and companies, raising
the cost of a wide variety of goods and services, like video monitors imported from
China, a vacation �ight to a Greek island or even a full tank of gasoline. Companies
that make products destined for obsolescence, like parts for internal combustion
engines, must adapt or go out of business. Read more at NY Times

2021 Walk For Our Grandchildren &
Mother Earth

Credit: 2021 Walk for Our Grandchildren & Mother Earth

 Many people around the globe and in the U.S. are currently experiencing the
negative e�ects of climate change. Pipelines, fracking, coal and new fossil fuel
infrastructure have devastating impacts on the environments and resources of
families and communities. Clean water, air and land are necessary to build a
brighter future for our children, grandchildren and generations to come.

We cannot stand idly by while fossil fuels continue to harm our ecosystems, our
environments, our communities and our planet. We must stand up and take action
for change! We hope our walk will also push President Biden to use his power and
administration for the needed, stronger federal climate action.

If YOU care about climate justice and the future of our children and grandchildren,
there are many ways that you can get involved. Read more at 2021 Walk

GOOD NEWS

New Report Finds Survival Rates Are
Improving Every Year For Most Of The

Common Cancers In U.S.
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During 2001 to 2018, declines death rates for lung cancer and melanoma declined
considerably, with a substantial increase in survival rates for metastatic
melanoma.

The report, appearing in the Journal of the National Cancer Institute (JNCI), covers
the period before the COVID-19 pandemic, and re�ects good news for 11 of the 19
most common cancers among men, and for 14 of the 20 most common cancers
among women.

“The declines in lung cancer and melanoma death rates are the result of progress
across the entire cancer continuum — from reduced smoking rates to prevent
cancer to discoveries such as targeted drug therapies and immune checkpoint
inhibitors,” said Karen E. Knudsen, M.B.A., Ph.D., CEO of American Cancer Society,
who celebrated the progress. Read more at Good News Network

MORE GOOD NEWS

In Ghana, An Activist Forms A Coalition
Against Coal – How Goldman

Environmental Prize Recipient Chibeze
Ezekiel Helped Block A Coal-�red Power

Plant
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To �ght the establishment, sometimes a stealth attack is in order. Chibeze Ezekiel,
an environmentalist in Accra, the capital of Ghana, deployed what he calls a
“submarine approach” to thwart plans for a massive coal-�red plant. On Monday,
he was awarded the prestigious Goldman Environmental Prize for his e�orts.

“We did not come out publicly to make any noise,” says Ezekiel, 41. “We understood
that we are dealing with government, which has the resources and the
machinery…Thirty or 40 people cannot push government that much. But if you
build the people’s power in the community and also build some alliances with the
bigger NGOs, then you have a stronger force.”

In 2013, the Ghanaian government announced plans for a coal-�red power plant
and port in Aboano, a coastal town in the Ekum� district, powered by coal shipped
from South Africa. The high-pro�le project was touted by the government as a
solution to the country’s acute energy crisis. Nearly half of Ghana’s electricity is
produced by hydropower, which has been impacted by climate-change-related
droughts, and its supply of natural gas has been very unreliable. By 2015, power
outages had become so frequent that businesses were collapsing and Ghanaian
celebrities had made #DumsorMustStop, referencing the slang term for the
outages, into a social media cause. Read more at Sierra Club.

OPINION

Hotels: Take Action Against Slavery
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No one should be above the law. Yet hotels are leaving workers and service-users
at risk of exploitation, with some even failing to meet their minimum legal
obligations to address modern slavery in their business and supply chains.
Vulnerable workforces, complex supply chains and extensive franchising means
that the hotel sector is reported to be exposed to a high risk of modern
slavery. Less than 10% of hotels are owner-operated meaning that there is often a
separation between those responsible for working conditions and those
responsible for the business. But the hotel industry can’t hide behind this excuse.
Big companies, no matter how complex, must meet their obligations under the law
(in the U.K.) to tackle modern slavery throughout their business. Read more
at Freedom United

SPOTLIGHT ON POLICY

E.P.A. Approved Toxic Chemicals For
Fracking A Decade Ago, New Files Show

https://www.freedomunited.org/advocate/hotels-take-action-against-slavery/?trk_msg=NO98D8M4MA74T13M08ASKOD4J8&trk_contact=B4KSDPH32518L3C4BCLQQEIL0K&trk_sid=1IO0PK6M88JMN4CSEHDMSO6VN4&trk_link=G8HAQ3PTDIEKB3L75FEHI7S7L8&utm_source=Listrak&utm_medium=email&utm_term=These%20six&utm_campaign=FU-EN-06JULY-2021-HOTELS-PUSH&utm_content=Hotels%20Campaign
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/07/12/climate/epa-pfas-fracking-forever-chemicals.html?campaign_id=60&emc=edit_na_20210712&instance_id=0&nl=breaking-news&ref=cta&regi_id=64737171&segment_id=63227&user_id=07de62a219f5914fc14e064589a09ea8&utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=planetary_health_weekly_volume_7_number_29_july_22_2021&utm_term=2021-07-22
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For much of the past decade, oil companies engaged in drilling and fracking have
been allowed to pump into the ground chemicals that, over time, can break down
into toxic substances known as PFAS — a class of long-lasting compounds known to
pose a threat to people and wildlife — according to internal documents from the
Environmental Protection Agency.

The E.P.A. in 2011 approved the use of these chemicals, used to ease the �ow of oil
from the ground, despite the agency’s own grave concerns about their toxicity,
according to newly accessed documents, which were reviewed by The New York
Times. The E.P.A.’s approval of the three chemicals wasn’t previously publicly
known. The records, obtained under the Freedom of Information Act by a nonpro�t
group, Physicians for Social Responsibility, are among the �rst public indications
that PFAS, long-lasting compounds also known as “forever chemicals,” may be
present in the �uids used during drilling and hydraulic fracturing, or
fracking. Read more at New York Times

SPOTLIGHT ON INDIGENOUS WELLNESS

Tainted Water Poisons Reconciliation
With Indigenous Canadians

https://www.nytimes.com/2021/07/12/climate/epa-pfas-fracking-forever-chemicals.html?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=planetary_health_weekly_volume_7_number_29_july_22_2021&utm_term=2021-07-22
https://torontosun.com/news/national/goldstein-tainted-water-poisons-reconciliation-with-indigenous-canadians?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=planetary_health_weekly_volume_7_number_29_july_22_2021&utm_term=2021-07-22


    Credit: Blaire Gable/ Reuters

In light of Prime Minister Justin Trudeau’s Canada Day message urging us to re�ect
on our relationship with Canada’s Indigenous people, I’ve been re�ecting on why
his government can’t get clean water to every Indigenous reserve in Canada,
despite spending $24.5 billion on Indigenous issues this year. The lack of clean
water on reserves means the people living on them have far higher rates of
infections and disease than other Canadians. Without addressing this, how can we
begin a meaningful reconciliation with Canada’s First Nations, Metis and Inuit
people?

Three federal auditors-general since 2005 — independent, non-partisan o�cers of
Parliament — have described these and other government e�orts in dealing with
Indigenous Canadians, which predate the Trudeau government, as “unacceptable”
(Sheila Fraser), an “incomprehensible failure” (Michael Ferguson), and “honestly
disheartening” (Karen Hogan).

The latest report by Hogan in February 2021 concluded: “Indigenous Services
Canada did not provide adequate support to First Nations communities so that
they have access to safe drinking water.” A month later, the Trudeau government
o�cially broke its 2015 election promise to eliminate all long-term unsafe drinking
water advisories on reserves by March 31, 2021, although it had admitted this
three months earlier. It no longer gives any speci�c date for eliminating long-term
unsafe drinking water advisories on reserves. Read more at Toronto Sun

Quote Of The Week

https://torontosun.com/news/national/goldstein-tainted-water-poisons-reconciliation-with-indigenous-canadians?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=planetary_health_weekly_volume_7_number_29_july_22_2021&utm_term=2021-07-22
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U.S. President Joe Biden on Friday, July 16, said social media platforms like
Facebook "are killing people" for allowing misinformation about
coronavirus vaccines to be posted on its platform, as the administration
continued criticizing the company.

"They're killing people. ... Look, the only pandemic we have is among
the unvaccinated. And they're killing people," Biden told reporters at
the White House when asked about misinformation and what his message
was to social media platforms such as Facebook Inc's.

COVID-19 misinformation has proliferated during the pandemic on social
media sites including Facebook, Twitter and Alphabet Inc-owned YouTube.
American cases of Covid-19 are up 70% over the previous week and
deaths are up 26%, with outbreaks occurring in parts of the country with
low vaccination rates.

Earlier on Friday, White House press secretary Jen Psaki also criticized
Facebook.

"Obviously, there are steps they have taken. They're a private-sector
company, Psaki told a White House brie�ng. "There are additional
steps they can take. It's clear that there are more that can be taken."

Psaki said 12 people were responsible for almost 65% of anti-vaccine
misinformation on social media platforms. The �nding was reported in
May by the Washington- and London-based nonpro�t Center for
Countering Digital Hate, but Facebook has disputed the methodology.

U.S. Surgeon General Vivek Murthy has also raised the alarm over the
growing wave of misinformation about COVID-19 and related vaccines. On



Thursday, he said it was making it harder to �ght the pandemic and save
lives.

Read more at Reuters

Upcoming Events

September 16-18, 2021: North American Refugee Health
Conference (NARHC) (Faculty of Medicine, University of Toronto).
This year's conference will be o�ered completely online.

September 27 - October 1, 2021: 12th European Congress On
Tropical Medicine And International Health: Global Challenges In
Health, Migration And Equity

Sept. 29 – Oct. 1, 2021: Net Zero Festival by Business Green
(London and Online)

October 6-8, 2021: Public Health 2021: Annual conference of the
CPHA

November 1-12, 2021: 2020/2021 UN Climate Change Conference
UNFCCC COP26 - Postponed in 2020 and now to be held
November, 2021 (Glasgow, Scotland).

November 11, 2021: Evidenced Based Research Being Carried
Out in Low and Middle Income Countries ADAPT will host their
second online conference by Physios in Global Health.

April 1-3, 2022: CUGH 2022 Global Health Conference-
Hybrid: Healthy People, Healthy Planet, Social Justice, Los
Angeles, California, April 1-3, 2022,
Virtual Satellite Sessions: March 21-25, 2022; In-person Satellite
Sessions: March 31, 2022

FYI#1 SPOTLIGHT ON MEDIA

How The BBC Let Climate
Deniers Walk All Over It

https://www.reuters.com/business/healthcare-pharmaceuticals/white-house-says-facebooks-steps-stop-vaccine-misinformation-are-inadequate-2021-07-16/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=planetary_health_weekly_volume_7_number_29_july_22_2021&utm_term=2021-07-22
https://www.northamericanrefugeehealth.com/?ct=t(2021-02-26-NARHC-CALL-ABSTRACT)&utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=planetary_health_weekly_volume_7_number_29_july_22_2021&utm_term=2021-07-22
https://ectmih2021.no/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=planetary_health_weekly_volume_7_number_29_july_22_2021&utm_term=2021-07-22
https://netzerofestival.com/netzerofestival2021/en/page/home?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=planetary_health_weekly_volume_7_number_29_july_22_2021&utm_term=2021-07-22
https://www.cpha.ca/publichealth2021?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=planetary_health_weekly_volume_7_number_29_july_22_2021&utm_term=2021-07-22
https://sdg.iisd.org/events/2020-un-climate-change-conference-unfccc-cop-26/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=planetary_health_weekly_volume_7_number_29_july_22_2021&utm_term=2021-07-22
https://adaptcsp.co.uk/events/evidenced-based-research-being-carried-out-in-low-and-middle-income-countries/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=planetary_health_weekly_volume_7_number_29_july_22_2021&utm_term=2021-07-22
http://www.cugh2022.org/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=planetary_health_weekly_volume_7_number_29_july_22_2021&utm_term=2021-07-22
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Shakespeare

Yes, we should rake over the coals. And the oil, and the gas. Democratic
accountability means remembering who helped to stoke the climate crisis. We
should hold the fossil fuel companies to account.

In 1979, an internal study by Exxon concluded that burning carbon fuels “will cause
dramatic environmental e�ects before the year 2050”. In 1982, as the Guardian’s
Climate Crimes series recalls, an Exxon memo concluded that the science of
climate change was “unanimous”. Then it poured millions of dollars into lobby
groups casting doubt on it. They didn’t call themselves lobby groups, but
“thinktanks” or “research institutes”. Across the world, the media took them at their
word.

So scientists and environmental campaigners found themselves �ghting the oil
companies at one step removed, and with one hand tied behind their backs. When
some of us were pitched against a “thinktank” in the media, if we tried to explain
that it was not what it claimed to be, or asked it to reveal its funders, we were
accused of being “conspiracy theorists”, or of “playing the man not the ball”. But if
we didn’t, its false claims about climate science were given equal or greater weight.
After all, who were we, a threadbare bunch, beside those respectable-sounding
institutes with o�ces in Washington or Westminster?

If the oil companies are to be held to account, so should the media that ampli�ed
their voices. It scarcely needs to be said that the billionaire press took the lead in
attacking climate science. After all, the owners have long perceived an attack on
one corporation or plutocrat as an attack on all. But far more dangerous were the
public sector broadcasters – which tend to be taken more seriously, as they are
widely seen as independent and unbiased.

Read more by George Monbiot at the Guardian

https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2021/jul/08/bbc-climate-change-deniers-fossil-fuel-broadcasters?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=planetary_health_weekly_volume_7_number_29_july_22_2021&utm_term=2021-07-22
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/cmsdata/162144/Presentation%20Geoffrey%20Supran.pdf?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=planetary_health_weekly_volume_7_number_29_july_22_2021&utm_term=2021-07-22
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2021/jun/30/climate-crimes-oil-and-gas-environment?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=planetary_health_weekly_volume_7_number_29_july_22_2021&utm_term=2021-07-22
https://exxonsecrets.org/html/index.php?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=planetary_health_weekly_volume_7_number_29_july_22_2021&utm_term=2021-07-22
https://www.theguardian.com/media/2002/oct/07/mondaymediasection.bookextracts?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=planetary_health_weekly_volume_7_number_29_july_22_2021&utm_term=2021-07-22
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2021/jul/08/bbc-climate-change-deniers-fossil-fuel-broadcasters?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=planetary_health_weekly_volume_7_number_29_july_22_2021&utm_term=2021-07-22


FYI #2

Visualizing 50+ Years Of The
G20’s Energy Mix

Credit: James Eagle

Over the last 50 years, the energy mix of G20 countries has changed drastically in
some ways.

With many countries and regions pledging to move away from fossil fuels and
towards cleaner sources of energy, the overall energy mix is becoming more
diversi�ed. But shutting down plants and replacing them with new sources takes
time, and most countries are still incredibly reliant on fossil fuels. This video from
James Eagle uses data from BP’s Statistical Review of World Energy to examine how
the energy mix of G20 members has changed from 1965 to 2019. 

https://www.visualcapitalist.com/visualizing-50-years-of-the-g20s-energy-mix/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=planetary_health_weekly_volume_7_number_29_july_22_2021&utm_term=2021-07-22
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ms3iMRER8ck
https://www.bp.com/en/global/corporate/energy-economics/statistical-review-of-world-energy.html?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=planetary_health_weekly_volume_7_number_29_july_22_2021&utm_term=2021-07-22


Read and See more at Visual Capitalist

FYI #3

The U.S. Nuclear Weapons Program
Left ‘A Horrible Legacy’ Of

Environmental Destruction And
Death Across The Navajo Nation

Credit: Cheyanne M. Daniels/MNS

Harrison, 70, and his father Phil Harrison Sr., were both uranium miners. Harrison
worked in the mines for only three months, but his father worked there for 20
years and died at 44 from lung cancer. The 1990 Radiation Exposure Compensation
Act presumes that an increased incidence of lung cancer and other respiratory
illnesses among the miners was caused by large doses of radiation and other
airborne hazards they were exposed to.

The Navajo fought for years to have this law enacted. To date, $2.5 billion in
bene�ts have been paid out to 37,000 claimants—uranium miners and so-called
“downwinders” a�ected by nuclear weapons testing in the 1950s and 1960s at the
Nevada Test Site, 65 miles northwest of Las Vegas.

https://www.visualcapitalist.com/visualizing-50-years-of-the-g20s-energy-mix/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=planetary_health_weekly_volume_7_number_29_july_22_2021&utm_term=2021-07-22
https://insideclimatenews.org/news/27062021/nuclear-weapons-navajo-nation-uranium-mining-environmental-destruction-health/?utm_source=InsideClimate%20News&utm_campaign=ba57160f1c-&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_29c928ffb5-ba57160f1c-328184739


Now, with the law scheduled to “sunset” in July 2022, another reckoning is at hand,
as Harrison and other Navajo activists, downwinders, Catholic leaders and peace
and environmental organizations like the Union of Concerned Scientists lobby
Congress to extend the act and add new bene�ciaries. Those include all uranium
miners who have come down with cancer or respiratory illnesses since 1972 and
thousands of additional downwinders in Nevada and Arizona.

“The tragic legacy of uranium mining on the Navajo Nation continues to this day,
perhaps to an extent that would not have occurred if it weren’t taking place in a
rural American Indian community,” Navajo Nation President Jonathan Nez told a
House Judiciary subcommittee in March. In prior testimony, he referred to the
Navajo’s “horrible legacy,” and said that “past uranium activity has devastated
Navajo families, traditions, and our Mother Earth.”

Read More Inside Climate News

FYI #4

Welcome To The New Frontier: Car
And Driver’s First-Ever Electric

Vehicle (EV) Of The Year

https://insideclimatenews.org/news/27062021/nuclear-weapons-navajo-nation-uranium-mining-environmental-destruction-health/?utm_source=InsideClimate%20News&utm_campaign=ba57160f1c-&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_29c928ffb5-ba57160f1c-328184739
https://www.caranddriver.com/features/a36877370/2021-car-and-driver-ev-of-the-year-contenders/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=planetary_health_weekly_volume_7_number_29_july_22_2021&utm_term=2021-07-22


Credit: MARC URBANO

Welcome to the New Frontier. Battery prices continue to drop, multiple
nationwide fast-charging networks exist, and the world's largest automakers are
�nally building electric vehicles that you might want to buy not out of guilt or a
sense of moral obligation, but because they're truly desirable. The time has come:
Electric vehicles are primed to go mainstream.

Despite this progress, the electric frontier is still a wild, orderless place. There are
four di�erent plugs in play. The patchwork public infrastructure is littered with
broken or painfully slow equipment and has vast dead zones if you stray too far
from major interstate highways. And while we look forward to the day when we can
write about a new EV without dwelling on its range, many new models still can't
clear 200 miles (320 km) on the highway.

Read More at Car and Driver

FYI #5: JULY READING

"How To Avoid A Climate Disaster:
The Solutions We Have And The
Breakthroughs We Need" by Bill

Gates

https://www.caranddriver.com/features/a36877370/2021-car-and-driver-ev-of-the-year-contenders/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=planetary_health_weekly_volume_7_number_29_july_22_2021&utm_term=2021-07-22


Credit: Book Cover

In this urgent, singularly authoritative book, Bill Gates sets out a wide-ranging,
practical--and accessible--plan for how the world can get to zero greenhouse gas
emissions in time to avoid an irreversible climate catastrophe.

Bill Gates has spent a decade investigating the causes and e�ects of climate
change. With the help and guidance of experts in the �elds of physics, chemistry,
biology, engineering, political science and �nance, he has focused on exactly what
must be done in order to stop the planet's slide toward certain environmental
disaster. In this book, he not only gathers together all the information we need to
fully grasp how important it is that we work toward net-zero emissions of
greenhouse gases but also details exactly what we need to do to achieve this
profoundly important goal.

He gives us a clear-eyed description of the challenges we face. He describes the
areas in which technology is already helping to reduce emissions; where and how
the current technology can be made to function more e�ectively; where
breakthrough technologies are needed, and who is working on these essential
innovations. Finally, he lays out a concrete plan for achieving the goal of zero
emissions--suggesting not only policies that governments should adopt, but what
we as individuals can do to keep our government, our employers and ourselves
accountable in this crucial enterprise.

Read More on Amazon

https://www.amazon.ca/How-Avoid-Climate-Disaster-Breakthroughs/dp/0735280444/ref=tmm_hrd_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=&sr=&utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=planetary_health_weekly_volume_7_number_29_july_22_2021&utm_term=2021-07-22
https://www.amazon.ca/How-Avoid-Climate-Disaster-Breakthroughs/dp/0735280444/ref=tmm_hrd_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=&sr=&utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=planetary_health_weekly_volume_7_number_29_july_22_2021&utm_term=2021-07-22


FYI#6: SPOTLIGHT ON EDUCATION

The Next Generation Of Indigenous
Women Storytellers In The Amazon

                                                       Credit: Amazon Frontlines

There are few places in the world where will you �nd age-old myths and songs
being shared by Indigenous elders around a �re at dawn, all the while Indigenous
millennials immortalize their stories with photography, video cameras and voice
recorders. The Amazon is one of those places. This is the twenty-�rst century of
Indigenous storytelling in our world’s largest rainforest, where a new generation is
taking hold of digital media to safeguard hundreds of years of memory, history and
knowledge for future generations – and to share their people’s urgent struggles
with the outside world.

A new collective of Indigenous women storytellers is now coming together for the
�rst time in their people’s history in the Ecuadorian and Colombian Amazon. They
are seventeen young women from the Kofan, Siona, Siekopai and Waorani peoples.
Together, they have taken on the challenge to become the �rst women �lmmakers,
photographers, and journalists of their nations.

https://www.amazonfrontlines.org/chronicles/the-next-generation-of-indigenous-women-storytellers/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=planetary_health_weekly_volume_7_number_29_july_22_2021&utm_term=2021-07-22


Read More at Amazon Frontlines

ENDSHOTS

"FRUITS OF THE EARTH, SHAPED BY HUMAN HANDS"
THE ROSSEAU, ONTARIO FRIDAY MARKET
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Amid Latest World and Canadian COVID-19 Stats & Charts
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Source above: https://www.worldometers.info/coronavirus/

COVID-19 CASES, DEATHS & VACCINATIONS (July 22, 2021) as follows.
Source:https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/2020/world/mapping-

spread-new-coronavirus/?itid=sf_coronavirus
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Global Vaccination Rates







One day before the Olympics begin in Japan, many of
their sta� and volunteers are not vaccinated. Japan

ranks 58th with those fully vaccinated.

Canada is in 13th place globally for vaccinations,
down 1 place since last week.









Source of Canadian Data Below (July 21, 2021):
https://newsinteractives.cbc.ca/coronavirustracker/

https://newsinteractives.cbc.ca/coronavirustracker/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=planetary_health_weekly_volume_7_number_29_july_22_2021&utm_term=2021-07-22








Source of World Covid-19 Vaccination Data Below (July 21, 2021):
https://www.bloomberg.com/graphics/covid-vaccine-tracker-global-

distribution/

https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2021/world/covid-cases.html?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=planetary_health_weekly_volume_7_number_29_july_22_2021&utm_term=2021-07-22




Source of World Covid-19 Data Below (July 22, 2021):

https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2021/world/covid-cases.html?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=planetary_health_weekly_volume_7_number_29_july_22_2021&utm_term=2021-07-22


https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2021/world/covid-cases.html

https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2021/world/covid-cases.html?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=planetary_health_weekly_volume_7_number_29_july_22_2021&utm_term=2021-07-22


Source of Canadian and U.S. Comparative Data Below (July 22, 2021):
https://www.ctvnews.ca/health/coronavirus/covid-19-in-the-u-s-how-

do-canada-s-provinces-rank-against-american-states-1.5051033

https://www.macleans.ca/society/health/covid-19-in-canada-how-our-battle-against-the-second-wave-is-going/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=planetary_health_weekly_volume_7_number_29_july_22_2021&utm_term=2021-07-22
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